
Mark J. Watkins, M.S.M 
Chief Operating Officer 

August 20, 2021 

Senator Rick Girdler 
Representative Chris Freeland
Capital Projects and Bond Oversight Committee 
Legislative Research Commission 
Capital Annex Room 34 
Frankfort, KY  40601 

RE:  Athletic Enhancement in New Dormitory 

Dear Senator Girdler and Representative Freeland: 

In accordance with provisions of KRS 45.760 (7), I am writing to request an authorization increase for the 
project branding enhancements being planned for the new athletic/student dormitory that is currently 
in construction on the Belknap Campus at the University of Louisville.  Current authorization in the 2020-
2021 Capital Plan budget is $2 million.  The request is to increase the project to $6 million.  Material and 
labor cost plus scope change has prompted the need for the increase in authorization.  Per the 2022-
2028 project submission, the funding will cover graphics, signage, AV and furniture for the facility.   

The increase request has been submitted in the 2022-2028 Capital Plan, but branding work will need to 
begin prior to the approval of the 2022-2024 State budget.  The new dormitory is currently in 
construction and scheduled to open in August of 2022 for student move-in.   

The University of Louisville Board of Trustees approved the project increase on April 22, 2021, when 
they approved the University of Louisville’s Six-Year Capital Plan 2022-2028.  This project will not use 
any current general funds or any funds appropriated for another purpose. 

We appreciate your support, and if you have any questions, please contact Kim Noltemeyer at 502-852-
5699. 

Sincerely, 

Mark Watkins 
Chief Operating Officer 
University of Louisville 

cc:  President Neeli Bendapudi 
  Dan Durbin, CFO 
  Vince Tyra 
  Shaun McKiernan 
  Carla Wright (OSBD) 
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