
INVESTMENT GRADE RATINGS 
 
 
Ratings reflect a credit rating agency’s opinion of a state’s creditworthiness relative to other borrowers in the financial markets. Ratings 
below Baa3/BBB-/BBB-/BBB- are considered speculative credits (“junk bonds”). 
 
The rating agencies also assign “positive,” “stable,” and “negative” outlooks to their ratings to indicate the direction the rating is likely 
to move over an intermediate time period. The outlooks represent trends affecting a credit which have not reached a level warranting a 
change in a state’s credit rating, but may if continued. A negative outlook indicates a higher likelihood of a downgrade in a state’s credit 
rating while a positive outlook indicates a higher likelihood of an upgrade in a state’s credit rating. 
 

Moody’s* Standard and Poor’s* Fitch* Kroll* Description 
Long-Term Short-Term** Long-Term Short-Term Long-Term Short-Term Long-Term Short-Term  
Aaa 

MIG 1 

AAA 

A-1+ 

AAA 

F1+ 

AAA 

K1+ 

Prime 
Aa1 AA+ AA+ AA+ 

High Grade Aa2 AA AA AA 
Aa3*** AA- AA-*** AA-*** 
A1**** A+ 

A-1 
A+**** F1/F1+ A+**** K1/K1+ Upper 

Medium 
Grade 

A2 A*** A F1/F1+ A K1 
A3 

MIG 2 
A-**** 

A-2 
A- F2/F1 A- K2/K1 

Baa1 BBB+ BBB+ F2/F1 BBB+ K2 Lower 
Medium 
Grade 

Baa2 
MIG 3 

BBB 
A-3 

BBB F3/F2 BBB K3/K2 
Baa3 BBB- BBB- F3 BBB- K3 

*Outlooks are Stable/Positive/Stable/Stable 
**MIG is Moody’s acronym for Municipal Investment Grade 
***Commonwealth’s issuer credit/default ratings (ICRs/IDRs)/implied general obligation ratings (effectively what the Commonwealth’s general obligation 
ratings would be if it were to issue general obligation debt) 
****Commonwealth’s lease appropriation rating for general fund supported debt 
 
 
 

State Investor Relations and Debt Calendar websites are https://bonds.ky.gov and https://finance.ky.gov/office-of-the-
controller/office-of-financial-management/Documents/CurrentBondCalendar.pdf. 
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