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Core Values of Public Health
The opportunity for health is a fundamental

right of every human being.

We have the responsibility to improve and protect the health of all populations.

Public health must emphasize prevention and embrace a collective, multifaceted 
action to respond to emerging challenges.

Our services change to meet the challenges and needs of the population…..but are 
always based on these 3 values.

PREVENT  PROMOTE   PROTECT



The Public Health System

“Public health is what we, as a society, do collectively through organized 
actions to assure the conditions in which all people can be healthy.” –

Institute of Medicine (1988), Future of Public Health



Working together for an efficient, sustainable and 

accountable public health system focused on 
producing better health outcomes for all Kentuckians



How Our Health Status Is Measured



Kentucky Public Health System
Crossroads
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Public Health Funding
Kentucky Is No Exception



SIMPLIFY

FOCUS

PRIORITIZE





Focus on Population Health

Counseling 
& Education

Clinical 
Interventions

Long-lasting 
Protective Interventions

Changing the Context
to make individuals’ default             

decisions healthy 

Socioeconomic Factors 

Smallest 
Impact

Largest 
Impact

Eat healthy, be 
physically active

Rx for high blood 
pressure, high 
cholesterol, diabetes

Immunizations, brief 
intervention, cessation, 
treatment, colonoscopy

Fluoridation, trans fat, 
smoke-free laws, 
tobacco tax

Poverty, education, 
housing, inequality

Examples

CDC Health Impact Pyramid
Factors that Affect Health





Determinants 
of Health 

(root causes)





QUESTIONS

Thank you


