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KENTUCKY
DEPARTMENT OF

AGRICULTURE

Jonathan Shell, Commissioner

Kentucky Agricultural Finance Corp.
approves more than $4.1 million in loans

Financing bolsters beef, horticulture, poultry, and grain farmers across the state

FRANKFORT (Nov. 14, 2025) — The Kentucky Agricultural Finance Corp. (KAFC) approved
19 agricultural loans totaling $4,112,135 for projects across the Commonwealth today at its
monthly board meeting.

Agricultural Infrastructure Loan Program (AILP)

Six Agricultural Infrastructure loans totaling up to $1,380,000 were approved. Loan recipients
were in Caldwell ($250,000), Graves ($250,000 and $250,000), Trigg ($130,000), and
Webster ($250,000 and $250,000) counties.

KAFC participates with lenders to provide financing to producers making capital expenditures
for agricultural projects through the AILP. Eligible projects include permanent farm structures
with attached equipment that improves the profitability of farming operations. Producers may
be eligible for up to $250,000 not to exceed 50 percent of the project.

Beginning Farmer Loan Program (BFLP)

Thirteen Beginning Farmer loans totaling up to $2,732,135 were approved. Loan recipients
were in Breckinridge ($90,750 and $202,400), Caldwell ($125,000), Fleming ($250,000),
Graves ($250,000), Green ($250,000), Hickman ($249,280), Mercer ($152,000 and
$250,000), Ohio ($250,000 and $250,000), Washington ($162,705), and Woodford ($250,000)
counties.

The BFLP is designed to assist individuals with some farming experience who desire to
develop, expand, or buy into a farming operation. Beginning farmers may qualify for financing
to purchase livestock, equipment, or agriculture facilities; to secure permanent working capital;
for the purchase of farm real estate; or to invest in a partnership or LLC.

For more information on KAFC participation loans, contact your lender or Bill McCloskey at
Kentucky Office of Agricultural Policy at (502) 382-6093 or email kafc@ky.gov.
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The Kentucky Office of Agricultural Policy (KOAP), a division within the Kentucky Department of
Agriculture, provides staff support to the Kentucky Agricultural Finance Corporation (KAFC) and
the Kentucky Agricultural Development Fund (KADF). The KADF is administered by the Kentucky
Agricultural Development Board. KOAP ensures Kentucky is being good stewards of dollars from
the 1998 Tobacco Settlement Agreement by overseeing the boards’ investments into diversifying

and supporting Kentucky agriculture.
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FINANCE CORPORATION

0000

Follow the Kentucky Department of Agriculture on social media.
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Kentucky Agricultural Development Fund

Programs Recommended for Approval

CAIP

Application Program Administrator County State Funds Requested

A2025-0240 Menifee County Beef Producers, Inc. Menifee $81,644.00

A2025-0241 Hardin County Conservation District Hardin $100,000.00

A2025-0242 Northern Kentucky Cattle Association, Inc. Boone $117,046.00

A2025-0243 Fleming County Conservation District Fleming $200,000.00
Total Recommended for Funding: 4 $498,690.00

Next Generation Farmer (NextGen)

Application Program Administrator County State Funds Requested
A2025-0244  Fleming County Conservation District Fleming $30,000.00
Total Recommended for Funding: 1 $30,000.00

Shared-Use Equipment Program

Application Program Administrator County State Funds Requested
A2025-0246 Barren County Conservation District Barren $26,063.00
Total Recommended for Funding: 1 $26,063.00

Youth Ag Incentives Program (YAIP)

Application Program Administrator County State Funds Requested
A2025-0245 Fleming County Conservation District Fleming $25,000.00
A2025-0251 Nicholas County Conservation District Nicholas $21,200.00

Total Recommended for Funding: 2 $46,200.00

Total County Funds Recommended for Approval: $600,953.00

Board Meeting *Any applications marked with "State" indicates a portion of the November 21, 2025
program is funded from the "State Funds Support to Counties with
Limited Allocation Initiative."



Kentucky Agricultural Development Fund

Requested Program Amendments

App #

Applicant Name

Original Amount Approved
Execution Date
Requested Change

A2025-0085 (CAIP)

Jessamine County FFA Alumni Association, Inc.
$100,000

06/06/2025

The applicant requests an additional $70,000 in Jessamine County
funds for the CAIP Program. The request received a high priority from
the County Council.

This is the first request for an amendment to this application number.

The term of the program shall remain 12-months from the execution
date of the original agreement.

Approval of this request would bring the program total to $170,000.
Recommend Approval

App #

Applicant Name

Original Amount Approved
Execution Date
Requested Change

A2025-0100 (YAIP)

Wayne County Agriculture Development Council, Inc.
$15,000

06/02/2025

The applicant requests an additional $15,000 in Wayne County funds
for the YAIP Program. The request received a high priority from the
County Council.

This is the first request for an amendment to this application number.

The term of the program shall remain 12-months from the execution
date of the original agreement.

Approval of this request would bring the program total to $30,000.
Recommend Approval

App #

Applicant Name

Original Amount Approved
Execution Date
Requested Change

A2025-0149 (CAIP)

Nicholas County Conservation District
$218,343

07/21/2025

The applicant requests an additional $37,800 in Nicholas County funds
for the CAIP Program. The request received a high priority from the
County Council.

This is the first request for an amendment to this application number.

The term of the program shall remain 12-months from the execution
date of the original agreement.

Approval of this request would bring the program total to $256,134.
Recommend Approval

Board Meeting

1 November 21, 2025
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Kentucky Agricultural Development Fund

Approved Project

Kentucky State University A2025-0233

Application County: Franklin Date Submitted: 9/26/2025
Total Funds Awarded: $1,400,000

FUNDING REQUEST
Kentucky State University (KSU) is requesting $1,400,000 in state funds over a 2 year period (2026-2027) to aid in
continuing its KSU Mini-Grant Program to help the producers across the state.

APPLICATION SUMMARY

Since 2012, Kentucky State University (KSU) has provided assistance and mini-grants to the small-scale farmers
statewide in various areas such as, Organic Agriculture, Value-Added Products, Farmer Educational Support,
Agroforestry / Specialty crops, Emerging Agricultural Technologies, Food Systems Resiliency, and Beginning Beekeeper.
KADB funds will be used for salaries, demonstration systems, mini grants to farmers, educational programs, and travel.

The total cost of the project is estimated at $2,805,000 with the following funding sources:
$1,400,000 KADB Funds
$1,405,000 KSU Federal Funds

PROJECTED PRODUCER IMPACT
The applicant states that based on the data from all of the Grant cycles, KSU has distributed $5,058,625.86 in funds to
stakeholders for 1,450 projects across the commonwealth.

11/21/2025: Kentucky State University was approved up to $1,400,000 in state funds over a two-year period to aid in
continuing its KSU Mini-Grant Program to help the producers across the state.

Board Meeting: November 21, 2025 A2025-0233
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Kentucky Agricultural Development Fund

Approved Project

Kentucky Community and Technical College System Foundation, Inc. A2025-0237

Application County: Woodford Date Submitted: 9/26/2025
Total Funds Awarded: $63,200

FUNDING REQUEST:
Kentucky Community and Technical College System Foundation, Inc. is requesting $63,200 in State funds to develop and
implement a comprehensive certification program for meat processing.

APPLICANT SUMMARY:

Participants will include individuals who are members of the Kentucky Association of Meat Processors manufacturing
facilities. The certification program has been designed with both classroom and hands-on components and the curriculum
has been structured into a 6-month training model, offering both flexibility and depth. Meat processing facilities across the
state can send their hires for training and education. The goal of this program is to create work-ready individuals and
increase training.

The total cost of the project is estimated at $124,200 with the following funding sources:
$63,200 KADB state funds
$61,000 KCTCS TRAINS Funding (secured)

PROJECTED PRODUCER IMPACT:
The applicant states that this statewide project is expected to directly and indirectly impact approximately 3,000 to 5,000
Kentucky farm families.

11/21/2025: Kentucky Community and Technical College System Foundation, Inc was approved up to $63,200 in state
funds to develop and implement a comprehensive certification program for meat processing.

Board Meeting: November 21, 2025 A2025-0237
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Kentucky Agricultural Development Fund

Approved Project

University of Kentucky Research Foundation A2025-0239

Application County: Fayette Date Submitted: 9/26/2025
Total Funds Awarded: $181,952

FUNDING REQUEST
The University of Kentucky Research Foundation is requesting $363,903 in state funds over a two-year period to support
the state's Viticulture and Enology Extension Program.

APPLICATION SUMMARY

The applicant indicates UK will continue research focused on vineyard management and winery techniques specific to
varieties know to thrive in Kentucky and newly released varieties. The applicant plans to help growers maneuver different
field variations, by teaching adapting wine styles for those variations that are needed. The applicant plans to focus on a
breeding program for Kentucky vineyards, adapting vineyard practices to EPA restrictions, expanding the Norton Market,
cider apple expansion, and vineyard expansion and industry growth research. The applicant’s goal is to sell 400 cases of
wine through wholesale channels and 50 cases of wine direct to consumers through their website. The UK Research
Foundation has received funds for the State Viticulture and Enology Extension Program in 2014, 2016, 2018, 2020, 2022
and 2024. The total KADF received is $2,578,154.

The total cost of the project is estimated at $727,806 with funding from the following sources:
$363,903 KADF State Funds (Requested)

$196,507 UK Faculty Salaries & Fringe (secured)

$167,396 Uncovered Indirect Cost (secured)

PROJECTED PRODUCER IMPACT
The applicant indicates that there are 74 wineries, more than 200 individual grape producers, approximately 300 acres of
grapes and cider apples, both established and in development, will benefit from this project.

11/21/2025: University of Kentucky Research Foundation was approved up $181,952 in state funds over a two-year
period to support the state's Viticulture and Enology Extension Program.

Board Meeting: November 21, 2025 A2025-0239
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For Immediate Release MadisonP.Pergrem@ky.gov
502-782-9253

KENTUCKY
DEPARTMENT OF

AGRICULTURE

Jonathan Shell, Commissioner

Kentucky Agricultural Development Board approves more
than $2.3 million for projects across the Commonwealth

Funded projects focus on agricultural diversification, rural development

FRANKFORT (Nov. 21, 2025) — The Kentucky Agricultural Development Board approved
$2,368,905 for agricultural diversification and rural development projects across the
Commonwealth Friday at its monthly board meeting.

" A thriving agricultural community is achieved through a rich diversification of agricultural
products," Commissioner of Agriculture and Board Chair Jonathan Shell said. "The Kentucky
Agricultural Development Board is working to create greater diversification through projects
like those approved today. The work the board does strengthens the fabric of our farms, our
farm families, and our state.”

County and State Funded Projects

e Kentucky Community and Technical College System Foundation, Inc., was approved
up to $63,200 in state funds to develop and implement a comprehensive certification
program for meat processing. For more information, contact Emily Sayers at
emily.sayers@kctcs.edu.

o Kentucky State University was approved up to $1,400,000 in state funds over a two-
year period to aid in continuing its KSU Mini-Grant Program to help the producers
across the state. For more information, contact Dorothy Daley at
dorothy.daley@kysu.edu.

 University of Kentucky Research Foundation was approved up $181,952 in state
funds over a one-year period to support the state's Viticulture and Enology Extension
Program. For more information, contact Patsy Wilson at patsy.wilson@uky.edu.

County Programs

County Agricultural Incentives Program (CAIP)
CAIP provides Kentucky agricultural producers with cost-share assistance on practices to
allow them to improve and diversify their current farm operations. CAIP covers a wide variety
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of agricultural enterprises in its 11 incentive areas, including, but not limited to, beef and dairy
cattle; farm infrastructure, fencing, and water enhancement; equine; forage; goats and sheep;
horticulture; poultry; swine; bees and honey; timber and technology, as well as energy
efficiency and production; marketing; and value-added production.

Six CAIPs, totaling $606,490, were approved by the board in the following counties:
e Boone ($117,046)

Fleming ($200,000)

Hardin ($100,000)

Jessamine ($70,000)*

Menifee ($81,644)

Nicholas ($37,800)*

Next Generation Farmer Program (NextGen)

NextGen addresses the growing need for a specialized program that would benefit producers
ages 18 to 40 that have been engaged in an agricultural operation for a minimum of three
years.

One NextGen was approved by the board totaling $30,000 in Fleming County.

Shared-Use Equipment Program

The Shared-Use Equipment Program assists broad-based community organizations with the
purchase of farm equipment. The equipment purchased is made available for producer use in
a specific county on a leased basis.

One Shared-Use Equipment Program, was approved by the board totaling $26,063 in Barren
County.

Youth Agricultural Incentives Program (YAIP)
YAIP encourages youth to engage in and explore agricultural opportunities.

Three YAIPs, totaling $61,200, were approved by the board in the following counties:
e Fleming ($25,000)
 Nicholas ($21,200)
e Wayne ($15,000)*
All application periods and deadlines for CAIP, YAIP, and NextGen will be advertised locally.

* Existing programs receiving additional funding

HH#H

The Kentucky Office of Agricultural Policy (KOAP), a division within the Kentucky Department of
Agriculture, provides staff support to the Kentucky Agricultural Finance Corporation (KAFC) and
the Kentucky Agricultural Development Fund (KADF). The KADF is administered by the Kentucky
Agricultural Development Board. KOAP ensures Kentucky is being good stewards of dollars from
the 1998 Tobacco Settlement Agreement by overseeing the boards’ investments into diversifying
and supporting Kentucky agriculture.
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