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Snapshot of DPA Personnel

• 698 Employees total 
(at full staffing, which we have not had since 2021)
• 400 Attorney Positions (366 Trial Division)
• 298 Non-Attorney Positions

• 673 Filled Positions

• 25 Vacant Positions

• 42 Class of ‘25 law graduates arriving August 16, 2025



FY25/26 Budget Bill







Comparison of Funding Sources

• DPA Trial Office Attorneys
• 100% Funded by State Funds

• Local Prosecutors
• State Funding (at an amount 60% higher than all of DPA’s funding)

• City/County funding

• Forfeitures

• Traffic Safety Programs

• Grants





DPA Pay Schedule FY26

• Starting Law Clerk Salary - $51,000

• Starting Attorney Salary (once licensed) - $58,200

• Starting “Experienced” Attorney Salary - $61,110







Does Lower Pay Matter?

In exit interviews, the MOST COMMON reason for departure 
is DPA’s inability to offer a competitive salary for attorneys.

DPA Attorney and Non-Attorney Turnover Rate – 2024 & 2025 (Annualized)





DPA Attorneys Turned Prosecutors

“TK” 
(3 years’ experience)

DPA Salary 2024: $69,494

Prosecutor 2025:  $92,429

(33% increase)



DPA Attorneys Turned Prosecutors

“AJ” 
(20 years’ experience)

DPA Salary 2024: $78,239

Prosecutor 2025:  $106,200

(36% increase)



DPA Attorneys Turned Prosecutors

“LJ” 
(Trial Office Supervisor)

DPA Salary 2024: $94,963

Prosecutor 2025:  $106,200

(12% increase, and 
no leadership responsibility)



DPA Attorneys Turned Prosecutors

“AS” 
(8 months’ experience)

DPA Salary 2025: $59,850

Prosecutor 2025:  $90,000

(50% increase)





The Balanced Justice Plan Reforms the Existing Defender 
Program to Create a Strong, Stable, and Sustainable 

Indigent Defense System to Serve All Kentuckians
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