


What is Urban Search and Rescue in 2022 

Urban search and rescue is a type of technical rescue operation that 
involves the highly trained and organized teams. 

These teams can locate, eX.tricate, and provide initial medical 
stabilization of victims trapped in an urb.an and rural areas. 

Once described as mainly a team for structural collapses due to 
natural disasters, war, terrorism or accidents. Teams today are 
used for all type of disasters. 

They are known as an organized All-Hazards Team that follows 
FEMA guidelines 

What are the capabilities or a task force? 

* * * * 

• Physical search and rescue operations in damaged/collapsed structures
• Emergency medical care for entrapped sur.lvors, task rorce personnel and search

canines
• Reconnaissance to assess damage and needs, and provide feedback to local, state,

tribal, territorial and federal offidals.
• Assessment/shut·otf of utilities to houses and other buildings
• Hazardous materials sur veys/evaluatio11s
• StructuraVhatard evaluations of buildings needed for Immediate occupancy to support

disaster reUef operations
• StabiUzing damaged structures, including shoring and cribbing operations on damaged

buildings
• Hazardous Materials Equipment Push Packages for operations In a contaminated 

enuironment
• Search and rescue o,eraUons in a v,ater environment

How would a USAR program work in Kentucky 

* * * * 
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