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Kentucky Board of Radon Safety
 KRS 309.430 to 309.454 (HB77, 2022 General Assembly)

o Kentucky Board of Radon Safety
Department of Professional Licensing
Public Protection Cabinet

o Effective date – July 14, 2022
o 5 voting members, 2 non-voting members

 KBRS duties include:
o Promote control of radon in Kentucky
o Design and administer educational and research programs
o Receive and administer grants related to radon
o Promulgate regulations to administer and support KRS 309.430 

to 309.454 radon.ky.gov



https://aarst.org/Report-Cards/KY-Report-



Other Information
 Every ~25 minutes, radon-induced lung cancer claims another life in 

our country
 US Surgeon General issues public health warning – January 2005

 The medical cost burden of radon-induced lung cancer each year in 
Kentucky is an estimated ~$210M
 2020 DoD OIG report found members of our military (and their 

families) at risk for exposure to radioactive, cancer-causing gas
 2020 National Defense Authorization Act – privatized military 

housing radon policy requirements radon.ky.gov



Other Information
 Kentucky military installations require schools and other buildings to 

be constructed using passive soil gas control systems, post-
construction testing required
 2021 HUD OIG report found lack of departmentwide radon policy 

poses health risks to residents
 HUD MAP, 232 programs radon policy ongoing, departmentwide 

policy classifying radon as radioactive substance recommended
 FHFA mandates GSEs (Fannie Mae / Freddie Mac) to implement 

radon policy for multifamily buildings ~Q1 2023
 Kentucky lacks radon exposure prevention strategies in all building 

types – newly constructed or existing

radon.ky.gov



Shannon Baker
American Lung Association in Kentucky

radon.ky.gov



Radon Basics

Kentucky
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1 in 3 homes in Kentucky may have dangerous levels of radon
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I AM A 
LIFELONG 

KENTUCKIAN

I NEVER PAID 
ATTENTION TO 
LUNG CANCER

BECAUSE I 
DIDN’T  THINK 

IT COULD 
HAPPEN TO ME



Over the past 4 years, I have 
connected with many Kentuckians 
diagnosed with lung cancer who 
have never smoked! If you don’t see 
a star on your county, that doesn’t 
mean they aren’t there…it just may 
mean we haven’t connected, yet!

1 At least 2 3 or more



There are 
other 
causes of 
lung cancer 
besides 
smoking…

RADON is the 
#1 cause of 

lung cancer in 
never smokers

and this is my 
story…..



I have always been a very active and healthy adult.



Click to edit 
Master title 

style

Exactly 2 months after turning 
53… life took a very 
unexpected turn. I woke up in 
recovery, alone and confused, 
to these words from my 
surgeon, “It was lung cancer, 
so we had to remove 2 lobes 
of your right lung, but we think 
we got it all.” 



I was the 
baby of 

the 
family.

I never 
smoked.

I was the 
one who 
got lung 
cancer.



My childhood home since I was 1 year 
old. This basement bedroom 

became mine just a few 
years after this photo of 
my 10th  birthday party 
sleepover. 



Results of a long-term radon test from the basement of my 
childhood home.



A MOM 

A 
SISTER 

A 
WIFE 

A 
DAUGHTER 

A 
FRIEND

WHAT HAPPENED TO ME 
COULD HAPPEN TO YOU 

OR SOMEONE YOU LOVE!

I AM…..



We Kentuckians deserve a safter space to breathe healthier so we can live 
longer, without the fear dying from lung cancer, even if we’ve never smoked? 

Our citizens need to be educated on the dangers of radon?

But I could be ANYONE you know and love.

Most who see me, don’t SEE lung cancer.

I am a strong individual. 



I do all I can to advocate for this 
disease, because it’s personal and my 
life…my future depends on it…but I 
can’t do it alone. Kentuckians 
deserves better!



WE are Kentuckians, WE have never smoked, and WE are the 
faces of lung cancer in your Kentucky counties 



LEND A HAND AND 
HELP US PROTECT 
OUR CITIZENS 
FROM

RADON and
LUNG CANCER?
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