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Madison Mooney’s Background 

2018 B.A. Sociology 
Alice LLoyd College 

Masters Degree in Social Work, 
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Engagement Coordinator,  2021 



Water work in Eastern Kentucky  



What will be covered today!

● Friends of the Tug Fork River 
● Martin County Drinking and Source Water work
● Partnership with LiKEN Knowledge 
● Debris Impacts on the River 
● Clean Up efforts across Kentucky 
● Dream Big! 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



LiKEN Knowledge and 
Martin County Water Projects 

Martin County Water and Health Study: 2018-2020



LiKEN Knowledge and Martin County Water Projects 

● Mountain Drinking Water Project 2021-Present 



LiKEN Knowledge and Friends of the Tug Fork River
“Community Wealth Through Healthy Rivers and Forests”

● Documenting forest and river-related economy and traditions along the Tug Fork and 
Kentucky Rivers

● Helping landowners manage and increase the value(s) of their forests 
● Helping connect Appalachian communities with supportive forest land-use agencies, 

organizations, and initiatives - also helping clear “tangled” land ownership titles
● Helping support and grow forest and river related livelihoods:

○ Non-timber forest products
○ Agro- and Eco-Tourism
○ Ecosystem service markets



ACLC Flood Debris - Level of Impacts Recommendations

Debris Removal Goals in Riverine Contexts, when done correctly….

● …can remove flood-related debris while improving riverline structure to 
make these waterways more resilient to future floods and to withstand 
erosion.

● …should not postpone the recovery of riparian areas which are key to 
preventing erosion, improving drinking water quality, and supporting the 
outdoor recreation economy.



ACLC Flood Debris - Level of Impacts

● Following a flooding event, many communities are eager to begin cleanup of 
waterways. However, debris cleanup in Appalachian communities has often 
further damaged rivers, fragile ecosystems, and decreased bank stability.

● Concerns:
○ Excessive debris removal 
○ Damage to riverbeds & 

ecosystems
○ Accountability for contractors



Kentucky Waterways Alliance: Pilot Green River Project 



WE ALL LOVE OUR RIVERS & WATERWAYS 



QUESTIONS? 


