
"Helping Water and Wastewater Utilities Help Themselves"



What is Kentucky Rural Water Association

KRWA is a statewide “Boots on the Ground” trade 
association with an active membership 
representing 355 utilities – accounting for 98% of 
all Kentucky’s water and wastewater utilities, along 
with more than 240 industry stakeholders and 
associate members.
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Utility Membership by Organization Type
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KRWA Compliance Program



KRWA GIS - Asset Management Program



KRWA Professional Development



KRWA Professional Development





Kentucky Water Systems

epa.gov/system/files/documents/2023-11/ky-capacity-development-triennial-report-2023.pdf
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Challenges Facing Kentucky’s Water Systems

Aging and Inadequate Infrastructure
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Aging and Inadequate Infrastructure

Challenges Facing Kentucky’s Water Systems

www.epa.gov/dwsrf/epas-7th-drinking-water-infrastructure-needs-survey-and-assessment
www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2024-05/2022-cwns-report-to-congress.pdf
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Regulatory Compliance



Challenges Facing Kentucky’s Water Systems

Funding and Financial Constraints
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Technical Expertise and Workforce



Challenges Facing Kentucky’s Water Systems

www.research.uky.edu/kentucky-water-resources-research-institute/kwws-survey

Technical Expertise and Workforce



Public Water Systems Technical, Managerial, and Financial Capacity

Challenges Facing Kentucky’s Water Systems

Drinking Water Capacity Development Program for Kentucky Public Drinking Water Systems - 2023
epa.gov/system/files/documents/2023-11/ky-capacity-development-triennial-report-2023.pdf
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Utility Needs



Utility Needs

Challenges Facing Kentucky’s Water Systems

Capital and Non-capital Investment

Water Management Assistance Fund

A $10 million assistance fund was created to support the capital and non-capital expenses of 
governmental water and wastewater utilities.
2022 KY General Assembly – HB 758

Kentucky Water and Wastewater Assistance for Troubled or Economically 
Restrained Systems (KYWWATERS) Program

A $150 million assistance fund was created to support troubled or economically restrained 
water and wastewater utilities – $75 million for FY25 and $75 million for FY26.
2024 KY General Assembly – HB 563

HJR 30 authorized the release of $65,673,500 of the $75 Million appropriated for the 
KYWWATERS Program FY25. KIA evaluated 162 applications, collectively requesting over 
$733 million in funding.  Application amounts ranged from $82,250 to $52.7 million.
2025 KY General Assembly – HJR 30



Questions and

Comments

Scott Young
Executive Director
Kentucky Rural Water Association
s.young@krwa.org

Thank You


