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Established by Statute in 1992   (KRS 154.12-203)

• Address matters of military significance
• Maintain relationships between the military community and the state
• Advise the Governor on military matters relating to the Commonwealth
• Improve the value and quality of life of military forces/installations
• Represent Kentucky’s interests in BRAC activities
• Promote, foster and support economic progress in the military community
• Facilitate legislative partnerships to support Kentucky’s military economy 

and families 
• Promote military-related private sector investment, employment, 

education
• Promote Kentucky as a military retirement destination
• Promote workforce opportunities for separating military personnel
• Develop federal grant programs to support these purposes



• Two full-time state staff

• Executive Committee  (meets quarterly)
• KCMA Executive Director
• Secretary of Economic Development
• The Adjutant General
• Commissioner, Kentucky Department of Veterans Affairs
• Five At-Large Members appointed by the Governor

• Commission Membership  (meets annually)
• Cabinet Secretaries
• Major military installations and organizations
• Executive Director, Office of Homeland Security
• Attorney General / Chief Justice / ESGR Chair
• Kentucky Congressional Delegation
• Chairs of the Senate and House VMAPPs committees
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U.S. Military in Kentucky 

Fort Campbell (Hopkinsville)

101st Airborne Division (Air Assault)

160th Special Operations Aviation Regiment

5th Special Forces Group

Coast Guard Sector Ohio Valley (Paducah)

Coast Guard Sector Ohio Valley (Louisville)

Navy Reserve Center (Louisville)

Army Corps of Engineers (Louisville)

Fort Knox (Elizabethtown/ Radcliff)

Army Human Resources Command

Army Recruiting Command

Army Cadet Command

Fifth (V) Corps

84th Training Command

Army Reserve Aviation Command

First Army Division East

100th Division (Leader Development) USAR

Army Adjutant General Corps

1st Theater Sustainment Command

Bluegrass Station (Lexington)

Special Forces Support Activity
Blue Grass Army Depot (Richmond)

Army Logistics Command

Chemical Weapons Demilitarization





Military/Veteran functions in Kentucky State Government

• Kentucky Department of Military Affairs
• Adjutant General (Major General) Hal Lamberton
• Civilian arm of the Kentucky National Guard (Army and Air)
• State Active Duty response management
• Division of Emergency Management (First Responders)

• Kentucky Commission on Military Affairs (KCMA)
• Brigadier General (USAF Retired) Steve Bullard, USAF
• Kentucky’s military community liaison
• Military Interstate Children’s Compact Commission (MIC3)

• Kentucky Department of Veterans Affairs
• Commissioner LTC (USA Retired) Whitney Allen

• Kentucky Purple Star Schools
• Cabinet for Health & Family Services
• Kentucky Department of Education
• KCMA
• 174 participating schools and growing



Legislative Successes (www.kcma.ky.gov)

• Over 200 military/veterans’ bills passed since 1954
• Tax exemption for military personnel (2009 Special Session)
• Uniform Military and Overseas Voting Rights
• Military Interstate Children’s Compact Commission (MIC3)
• Uniform Deployed Parents Custody and Visitation Act
• Prohibition of patriot penalties in insurance
• National Guard Adoption Benefit Program
• National Guard Life Insurance Program
• Modernized Kentucky Code of Military Justice
• Military Family Assistance Trust Fund
• Numerous educational protections/benefits
• Kentucky Veterans Program Trust Fund
• Military Specialty and Unit Heritage License Plates
• Commercial Driver's License transferability
• Military and Spouse Professional Licensure and Certification benefits
• Provisional Teaching Certificate/Certification
• Disabled Veteran-Owned Business Benefits
• Protection Against Discrimination, and much more …



2026 Legislative Successes

• HB 6 – Pilot program authorization for the Army to establish and maintain off-
installation child-care operations

• HB 36 – Creates Kentucky membership in the Respiratory Care, Dietitian and 
Athletic Trainer Occupational Licensing Compacts

• HB 369 – Adds post-traumatic stress disorder as a qualifying medical condition for 
hyperbaric oxygen therapy

• SB 57 – Establishes the Nuclear Reactor Site Readiness Pilot Program 
• Key for potential Fort Knox program

2025 Legislative Successes (short session)

• HB 191 – Expands interment eligibility in Kentucky state veterans' cemeteries to 
include eligible National Guard and Reserve service members and their families

• HB 303 – Directs KCTCS to develop academic career pathways and integrated 
academic bridge programs to prepare military healthcare personnel for licensure in 
various healthcare-related fields



DSLO DOD-priority occupational licensing compacts (13 total)

• Athletic Trainer Compact (Member, 2026)
• Dietician Licensure Compact (Member, 2026)
• Respiratory Therapy Compact (Member, 2026)
• Social Work Compact (Member, 2024)
• Interstate Teacher Mobility Compact (Member, 2023)
• Cosmetology Licensure Compact (Member, 2023)
• Licensed Professional Counseling Compact (Member, 2022)
• Occupational Therapy Licensure Compact (Member, 2022)
• Audiology/Speech-Language Pathology Compact (Member, 2021)
• Psychology Interjurisdictional Compact (Member, 2021)
• Nurse Licensure Compact (Member, 2017)
• Physical Therapy Licensure Compact (Member, 2017)
• Interstate Compact on Educational Opportunity for Military Children (Member, 2007)
• Servicemembers Civil Relief Act – Military Spouse Licensing (2023)

• Requires state reciprocity in accepting occupational licenses from other jurisdictions
• Reinforced by Executive Orders and Legal Ruling

Not yet a member (working) …

• Interstate Compact for School Psychologists
• Cosmetology & Esthetics Compact 



Questions?


