Pot producers are pushing to clamp down on Delta-8 THC, 2021 WLNR 18306018

NewsRoom

6/6/21 Denton Rec.-Chron. (Denton, Tex.) A15
2021 WLNR 18306018

Denton Record-Chronicle (Denton, TX)
Copyright (c) 2021 Newsbank

June 6, 2021

Section: A
Pot producers are pushing to clamp down on Delta-8 THC

Tiffany Kary Bloomberg

By Tiffany Kary
Bloomberg

A little-known substance derived from hemp is flying off the shelves of U.S. gas stations and smoke shops, offering users a
cheap and convenient high even in states where marijuana isn't legal. But large cannabis producers are now pushing to clamp
down on Delta-8 THC amid worries that a lack of oversight means heavy metals and unexpected intoxicants are cropping up
in some of the products.

The cannabis compound has proliferated in gummies, joints and vape pens, with sales more than doubling in the past year
across the country. Despite being almost chemically identical to federally outlawed forms of marijuana, Delta-8 has escaped
widespread scrutiny thanks to ambiguity in U.S. laws.

That's starting to change, with a coalition of cannabis producers now pushing federal and state regulators to block sales of
unregulated Delta-8. More than a dozen states have already moved to restrict the products.

The previously unreported effort by industry leaders to rein in the booming but unchecked sector comes as chemists and health
advocates sound alarms over potentially dangerous contaminants, such as lead and arsenic, and unpredictable potency levels
in some commercially available products. Two tests of Delta-8 samples - one by the U.S. Cannabis Council trade group and
another commissioned by Bloomberg News - found high levels of intoxicants in several of the products, as well as metals in
some of them.

Delta-8 is particularly concerning to some scientists because it can be easy to make. Users can simply mix over-the-counter
CBD with battery acid, pool chemicals or even household vinegar to produce it, although there are methods that don't use acids.

Poison control centers are seeing an uptick in incidents related to Delta-8, and many health workers don't know what the

substance is or how best to treat patients suffering ill effects, said Christopher Holstege, director of the Blue Ridge Poison Center
in Charlottesville, Virginia. "We've had at least 10 calls in the last couple of months, and a couple of people hospitalized."
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"This represents a major consumer safety issue, posing dangers greater than the 'vape crisis' of 2019," the group said in a report
it plans to release this week, a copy of which was viewed by Bloomberg News.

Separately, Bloomberg News obtained 10 commercially available Delta-8 products sold in New York state, including vapes,
gummies, tinctures and flower. Preliminary tests conducted on those products by SC Labs, a Santa Cruz-based cannabis testing
company, found that six of them contained higher than federally allowable levels of Delta-9 THC in hemp, and one exceeded
California's limits on heavy metals.

The problem of contaminants typically traces to the manufacturing process. While larger companies tend to use above-board
methods, Delta-8 can be extracted from CBD by mixing it with acid. The home-brewing methods, which have earned some
Delta-8 a reputation as the bathtub gin of the cannabis world, can introduce toxins such as lead, according to Guido Verbeck, a
professor at the University of North Texas who co-authored a study on methods of creating Delta-8. Even higher-quality acids
can leave behind sulfate, nitrate or chlorine compounds that can be harmful over time, he said.

"Tt's become almost too enticing for there not to be an issue," said Thomas Kiselak, one of Verbeck's co-authors. "All you need
is a little battery acid or pool acid, which a teenager can go and buy. It's something you can do in about an hour."

Acid conversions also create unpredictable mixes of other compounds that exist naturally in marijuana plants, said Kiselak,
now a technical specialist at Caldwell Intellectual Property Law. He estimated that around 11 of these so-called cannabinoids
are created with battery acid.

Because scientists have only begun to study some of these rare cannabinoids and how they interact with the body's
endocannabinoid system, that can mean unpredictable effects on users.

"It's a huge threat to youth across the country with these new drugs coming out," Holstege said.

Some companies do test for concentrations of Delta-9 THC to ensure they're below federal limits, said Josh Wurzer, a founder
of SC Labs. But he said clients that turn to him virtually never test for contaminants such as heavy metals because there aren't
regulations requiring it.

"People are taking CBD and doing chemical reactions and turning it into Delta-8 THC and selling that at gas stations and
marketing it to kids," he said. "There are people walking up and buying it who think it won't get them high."

More than a dozen states have placed restrictions on Delta-8 products in recent months, though the products can still be purchased
in many areas. New York and Massachusetts recently said that Delta-8 products may not be sold or manufactured in those states.

Despite concerns over a lack of regulation, some of the industry's largest operators are dabbling in the market - and believe
they can operate to higher standards. Curaleaf, for one, plans to introduce Delta-8 products even as it seeks tighter oversight
of the products. Competitor Trulieve Cannabis already sells products. The company said its Delta-8 isn't made using acid, but
declined to describe its process, citing trade secrets.

DD8, a New York City-based company with 10 employees, recently announced the launch of a vaporizer for Delta-8. The
founders say they use a heat-extraction process to make it, and a lawyer for the company said they don't believe the method
runs afoul of regulatory restrictions. The company plans to keep selling it. (Neither DD8's nor Trulieve's products were tested
by Bloomberg.)

A shakeout in the Delta-8 market could be instructive as companies introduce new products based on other rare and little-

understood cannabis compounds. One of them, Delta-10, has also been drawing similar attention to Delta-8, and was included
in New York's recent rule.
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