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Public Safety’s Network
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2.22.12
FirstNet becomes law
PL 112-96

GOVERNANCE

THE LAW
FUNDING

$7B authorized to build the FirstNet 
network. Funded by spectrum 

auctions through 2022. 

The FirstNet Board has 15 members, including 
those with telecommunications and public safety 
backgrounds

Each Governor appoints 1 Single Point of
Contact (SPOC) and governing body to
represent the state’s interests to FirstNet.

42 member Public Safety Advisory Committee 
(PSAC) advises FirstNet on public safety 
intergovernmental matters.

BAND CLASS (BC) 14

20MHz of bandwidth has been dedicated 

to public safety in the prime upper 

700MHz frequency range.

BC 12

A
T&

T

A
T&

T
D

ish

A
T&

T

V
e

rizo
n

P
S 

B
ro

ad
b

an
d

P
S N

arro
w

b
an

d

V
e

rizo
n

P
S

B
ro

ad
b

an
d

P
S N

arro
w

b
an

d

6 MHz 12 MHz 12 MHz 6 MHz 12 MHz 11 MHz 10 MHz 6 MHz 11 MHz 10 MHz 6 MHz

BC 13 BC 14BC 13 BC 14

BC 17

BC 29BC 12

BC 17

1 MHz Guard Bands

LMR LMR

DOWNLINK DOWNLINKDOWNLINKDOWNLINK UPLINK UPLINKUPLINK DLUL

Implementing the Vision
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FirstNet RFP

“…open, transparent, and competitive requests for 
proposals to private sector entities for the 
purposes of building, operating, and maintaining 
the network”

Middle Class Tax Relief and Job Creation Act

Establish public / private partnership to 
deliver best possible network solution for the 
public safety community
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FirstNet’s Journey

9/11 Attack

2001
• Radio communication 

challenges impact responding 
law enforcement, fire, EMS 

Deployment

2018 -22
• Nationwide expansion and 

buildout of Band 14 for the 
Public Safety Broadband 
Network

9/11 Commission 

2004
• Recommends national radio 

spectrum for public safety purposes

• Public safety unites to advocate for 
broadband network

Partnership & Plans

2016-17
• Network RFP

• Partnership Award to AT&T

• Delivery of State Plans 

• Governor’s decision

FirstNet Created

2012
• Independent agency 

to deploy Public 
Safety Broadband 
Network

Consultation

2015-16
• Consultation in all 56 states/territories

• FirstNet works with states to collect 
and validate users and coverage data

• Outreach to the public safety 
community

• Governors identify single points of 
contact (SPOC) for FirstNet

Outreach

2012-15

DRAFT - INTERNAL ONLY UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
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Represents the First Responder Network Authority 
organization

• Established to deliver the nation’s public safety 
broadband network

• Oversees the Network contract with AT&T, consults 
with the public safety community to ensure its voice 
and needs are heard, drives public safety innovation 
for the Network

• Learn more at FirstNet.gov

Represents the FirstNet network and services, 
built with AT&T

• Nationwide network created for public safety, with 
public safety

• Key features include dedicated connection with priority 
and preemption over a secure, reliable network

• See this logo on FirstNet services, devices and 
products

• Learn more at FirstNet.com

Visual Identity for the Authority and the Network
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For Public Safety, By Public Safety
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