


WHO WE 
ARE
WHAT WE 
DO

•Nonprofit 
Association 

•60 Local 
Health 
Department 
Directors 
from across 
Kentucky

•Collaboration

•Communication

•Advocacy

•Policy

Dana Nickles, JD
Executive Director
Kentucky Health 
Departments Association
dnickles@kpha-ky.org

mailto:dnickles@kpha-ky.org


CORE PUBLIC HEALTH

FOUNDATIONAL 
PUBLIC HEALTH

Five focus areas, which 
includes statutorily and 
regulatorily defined services:

1. Population Health
2. Enforcement of Regulation
3. Emergency Preparedness & 

Response
4. Communicable disease 

control
5. Administrative and 

organizational infrastructure

Community Health Assessment

WIC

HANDS

HARM 
REDUCTION & 

SUD

Local Public 
Health 

Priorities

What Does Public Health Do?



Foundational 
Public Health

• Population Health

• Enforcement of Regulation

• Emergency Preparedness and Response

• Communicable Disease Control

• Administrative and Organizational 
Infrastructure



Core Public 
Health

• Women Infant Children Program 
(WIC)

• Health Access Nurturing 
Development Services (HANDS)

• Harm Reduction/Substance Use 
Disorder



COVID-19 
Public Health 
Response



Education, 
Promotion, 
and Linkage



Disease 
Investigation 
and Contact 
Tracing



Assistance to 
Local 
Businesses 
and 
Organizations



Receipt and 
Distribution 
of PPE 



Testing



Vaccination



“Public health is 
the art of deciding 
who dies when and 
in what degree of 

misery. ”

-Bill Bicknell, MD
Founder/Chair Emeritus

International Health
Boston University 



"The reason we have 
government is to 
solve problems 

collectively that we 
can not solve 
individually."
Dr. Thomas Farley, NYC 

Health Commissioner   
from the HBO Documentary 

"Weight of the Nation”
May 2012 



STATE

FEDERAL

POLITICS

STATE

LOCAL

MEDICINE

PHARMACY

PUBLIC
HEALH

INSURANCE

SOCIAL MEDIA

FDA

CDC

SCIENCE

RESEARCH

WHO



Your Local Health Department: Chief Health 
Strategist 



Public Health On 
the Frontlines
March 2020-

Current



2021 Special Legislative 
Session

SB 1

• Test to Stay

• Eliminate statewide mask mandates, allowing local 
leaders to make decision



2021 Special 
Legislative Session

SB 2

• Regional Covid 19 antibody 
administration centers.  (DPH)

• COVID tests

• PSAs and Public Awareness 
Campaigns

• Distribution of vaccines –
Regional Distribution Hubs

• Added local health 
departments to KRS Chapter 
13 A and KRS Chapter 39 A



2021 Special 
Legislative Session

SB 3

Appropriations of $69,268,300 
• Testing in healthcare 

facilities, health 
departments, jails, prisons, 
homeless shelters, etc.

• Monoclonal Antibody 
Treatment

• Test to Stay at schools



Request:  Full Implementation of Public Health 
Transformation for a Strong Public Health System and 
Improved Health Outcomes for Kentucky



Sara Jo Best, MPH
Kentucky Health Departments 

Association President
Public Health Director of 

Lincoln Trail District Health 
Department

sara.best@ltdhd.org

Scott Lockard
Public Health Director of 

Kentucky River District Health 
Department

anthonys.lockard@ky.gov

Georgia Heise, DrPH 
Public Health Director of Three 

Rivers District Health 
Department

georgiaf.heise@ky.gov

mailto:sara.best@ltdhd.org
mailto:anthonys.lockard@ky.gov
mailto:georgiaf.heise@ky.gov


Sarah Moyer, MD, MPH
Director, Chief Health 

Strategist
Louisville Metro Department 
of Public Health and Wellness
sarah.moyer@louisvilleky.gov

Clayton Horton, MPH
Public Health Director

Green River District Health 
Department

clayton.horton@grdhd.org

Matt Rhodes, RS, MPH
Public Health Director of 
Oldham County Health 

Department
matthewt.rhodes@ky.gov

mailto:sarah.moyer@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:clayton.horton@grdhd.org
mailto:matthewt.rhodes@ky.gov

