
2022 County
Legislative Agenda



Stronger Counties. Stronger Kentucky.

The Kentucky Association of Counties (KACo) is a non-profit, non-partisan, member-
owned association of elected county officials in all 120 counties. KACo provides services
and products to support, educate and advocate for our members. 
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2022 Legislative Priorities

Educate and Inform:
County Story
Prioritize telling the county story to
policymakers, including the
constitutionally-required duties
counties must perform on behalf of
the Commonwealth.

County Jails: ARPA
Pursue fulfillment of the $6 million
appropriated for FY2021 and $5.9
million for FY2022 to defray COVID-
19 related expenditures for county
jails. 

County Jails: Cost
Shifting
Seek an increase in the per diem
reimbursement rate for state
inmates in county jails and seek
reimbursement when state inmates
receive credit for time served.

Educate and Inform:
ARPA
Ensure that policymakers understand
the implications and limitations on
ARPA funding flowing to counties.

Revenue: County
Options
Pursue options to improve county
revenue flexibility and
diversification. 

Criminal Justice:
Court Security
Officers
Advocate for an increase in the
hourly rate reimbursement for
Court Security Officers, currently at
$9 an hour. 

Criminal Justice:
Video Arraignment
Support efforts to find technologically
driven solutions to reduce costs and
risks for county administered criminal
justice operations, including video
arraignment.

Criminal Justice:
Reform
Collaborate with officials to develop
criminal justice reforms that
improve outcomes for inmates,
reduce recidivism and reduce costs
including substance abuse and
mental health treatment options. 

Transportation:
Electric Vehicles
Develop a proactive model for the
collection of electric vehicle fees that
includes a direct distribution to
counties.

Budgets and Funding
Actively oppose any unfunded
mandates passed from the state to
counties. 

County Audits
Work to maintain transparency and
increase efficiency while reducing
costs of required county audits,
including expansion of competitive,
market-based solutions. 

Transportation:
Increased Revenue
Advocate for increased funding for
county roads and bridges, including
an increase in the gas tax.
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Telling the county story
Prioritize telling the county story to policymakers, including the constitutionally-
required duties counties must perform on behalf of the Commonwealth.

ARPA
Ensure that policymakers understand the implications and limitations on ARPA
funding flowing to counties.

Educate and Inform

Cost Shifting
Seek an increase in the per diem reimbursement rate for state inmates in county
jails and seek reimbursement when state inmates receive credit for time served.

ARPA
Pursue fulfillment of the $6 million appropriated for FY2021 and $5.9 million for
FY2022 to defray COVID-19 related expenditures for county jails. 

County Jails

Transportation
Increased Revenue
Advocate for increased funding for county roads and bridges, including an
increase in the gas tax.

Electric Vehicles
Develop a proactive model for the collection of electric vehicle fees that includes
a direct distribution to counties.

2022 Legislative Priorities

Stronger Counties. Stronger Kentucky. 



County Options
Pursue options to improve county revenue flexibility and diversification. 

Budgets and Funding
Actively oppose any unfunded mandates passed from the state to counties. 

County Audits
Work to maintain transparency and increase efficiency while reducing costs of
required county audits, including expansion of competitive, market-based
solutions. Stronger Counties. Stronger Kentucky. 

County Options
Pursue options to improve county revenue flexibility and diversification. 

Budgets and Funding
Actively oppose any unfunded mandates passed from the state to counties. 

County Audits
Work to maintain transparency and increase efficiency while reducing costs of
required county audits, including expansion of competitive, market-based
solutions. 

Court Security Officers
Advocate for an increase in the hourly rate reimbursement for Court Security
Officers, currently at $9 an hour. 

Revenue and Budgets

Criminal Justice Reform

Video Arraignment
Support efforts to find technologically-driven solutions to reduce costs and risks
for county-administered criminal justice operations, including video arraignment.

Reform
Collaborate with officials to develop criminal justice reforms that improve
outcomes for inmates, reduce recidivism and reduce costs including substance
abuse and mental health treatment options.

Criminal Justice 
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KACo 2021-2022 Executive Committee

President
Phil Sammons

Boyle County Magistrate

President-elect
Amy Hale Milliken

Warren County Attorney

1st Vice President
David Livingston

Scott County Magistrate



2nd Vice President
Dan Mosley

Harlan County Judge/Executive



Past President
Reagan Taylor

Madison County Judge/Executive





Jodi Albright
Laurel County Attorney

Hollis Alexander
Trigg County Judge/Executive

Scott Alexander
Perry County Judge/Executive

Alex Barnett
Harrison County Judge/Executive

Darrin Benton
Muhlenberg County Magistrate

James Daley
Campbell County Jailer

Jason Denny
Anderson County Clerk

Randy Dial
Casey County Judge/Executive

Chuck Dills
Grant County Judge/Executive

Casey Ellis
Owen County Judge/Executive

Larry Foxworthy
Fleming County Judge/Executive

Stevie Givens
Butler County Magistrate

Orbrey Gritton
Anderson County Judge/Executive

Steve Henry
Webster County Judge/Executive

John Hunt
Floyd County Sheriff

Eddie Jones
McCracken County Commissioner

David Livingston
Scott County Magistrate

Michael Logsdon
Oldham County Magistrate

Mike Malone
Carter County Judge/Executive

Amy Milliken
Warren County Attorney

Dan Mosley
Harlan County Judge/Executive

David Nicholson
Jefferson Circuit Court Clerk

Sue Carole Perry
Shelby County Clerk

Jimmy Pollard
Henry County Coroner

Phil Sammons
Boyle County Magistrate

Colby Slusher
Bell County Circuit Court Clerk

Rick Stiltner
Menifee County Judge/Executive

Stacy Tapke
Kenton County Attorney

Reagan Taylor
Madison County Judge/Executive

David Voegele
Oldham County Judge/Executive

John Ward
Hardin County Sheriff

Michael Welsh
Metcalfe County PVA

Brian Wright
Commonwealth Attorney

KACo Board of Directors



Shellie Hampton
Director of Government Affairs
shellie.hampton@kaco.org

Gracie Lagadinos
Associate Director of
Government Affairs 
gracie.lagadinos@kaco.org

Dianne Andrews
Government Affairs and
Training Coordinator
dianne.andrews@kaco.org

Jim Henderson
Executive Director/CEO 
jim.henderson@kaco.org

Contact the KACo Advocacy Team

Kentucky Association of Counties
400 Englewood Drive, Frankfort, KY 40601

Phone: 502-223-7667 • 800-264-5226 • www.kaco.org


