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To: Interim Joint Committee
Utility Vegetation Management & Tree Clearance Project: Media Packet

Chronological Article Titles from the Lexington Herald Leader depicting the dispute to
achieve compromise between Lexington Fayette Urban County Government and
Kentucky Utilities

July 23, 2020 KU Tree-Cutting Policy Near Line Draws Concern
June 22, 2021 Lexington ups pressure on Kentucky Ultilities to stop clear-cutting trees.
October 13,2021  Trees slated to be removed for utility line clearance.

October 14, 2021 Lexington is celebrating tree week. Why is KU planning to clear-cut
hundreds of trees? KU should compromise on cutting trees.*

October 17, 2021 Kentucky Utilities does whatever it wants.*

October 18, 2021  Trees are ‘utilities’ that serve us like electricity.*

October 20, 2021 KU agrees to consider changes to tree cutting after outcry!

October 21, 2021 Scorched earth policy’: KU blasted over tree cutting.*

October 28, 2021 Lexington wants to plant more trees. So why are we letting KU cut them down?
November 8, 2021 Readers have ideas for saving the trees from KU's clear cutting.

November 21, 2021 Despite pleas from Lexington leaders, KU won’t stop cutting down trees under lines.*
November 30, 2021 Lexington Kentucky woman arrested at tree cutting protest*

December 1, 2021  Kentuckians must hold Kentucky Utilities accountable for actions.*

December 2, 2021  Lexington will sue KU over tree cutting.*

December 2, 2021 KU agrees to temporarily modify tree-cutting plans after renewed protests.*
December 4, 2021 Lexington sues KU over tree cutting policies, asks for damages.*

December 4, 2021 KU agrees to temporarily halt tree cutting until January as it negotiates with
Lexington.*

December 5, 2021  Letters to the editor: Lexingtonians speak for the trees.*

January 31, 2022 KU tree cutting moratorium extended as talks between Lexington, utility giant
continue.*

February 17,2022 More rules around utility company tree cutting could be coming if this Kentucky bill
passes.

April 15, 2022 Public Service Commission left with no quorum.

*articles included in the media packet
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Tree stumps in a median along Southpoint Drive near Nicholasville Road are shown Monday.
Kentucky Utilities is cutting trees that grow taller than 10 feet near power transmission lines.

KU tree-cutting policy
near lines draws concern

BY BETH MUSGRAVE
bmusgrave@herald-leader.com

Lexington city officials and
tree professionals are ques-
tioning a recent push by Ken-
tucky Utilities to cut down
trees under power lines.

Trees that were once in the
median under a transmission
line on Southpoint Drive in the
Southpoint neighborhood off
of Nicholasville Road were

recently cut down. A line of
stumps is all that remains.

Earlier this spring, the power
company axed and trimmed
trees in Pinnacle, Waterford
and Belleau Woods neigh-
borhoods under a distribution
line that Icads to a substation
on Wilson Downing Road.

It is not known how many
trees have been cut down in
backyards and along streets.

Mike Mills owns a home in
Pinnacle. KU cut down two

evergreen trees that were
approximately 20 feet tall in
his backyard. Mills and his
neighbors, who also had trees
cut, questioned why the power
company was taking down
trees when in prior years,
those trees were trimmed.
According to KU's website,
trees under distribution lines
should be no taller than 15
feet.

SEE TREES, 2A
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“They were about 15 or
20 foet from che botsom
of the lowest line. From

the highest lne, it was
llwhdlhmr-ﬂndl!
ference,” sail Milks.
“Those trees had beon
there for 22 yoars. Wit
has chamged 1™

Mills eaid KU ol hien
the maximum heighe
roqpiiromont has abways
beext In place — KU wis
now cxaforcing it. When
troex were out o Seuch-
ﬁm.lwelemﬁednd

yourh Losomgion, poo-
e became aware of KLU
latest staowe on ooe

Drive,™ Mills seid. “Thae
driwe now looks com-
pletely different. I
tersible.”

Kemtucky Utdities sod
the policy to cut trocs tha
grow taller than 10 Socr
and 15 feet for distribetion
lincs is aot acw. Kocpmg
troes away fbum powes
lines Is key o poeveating
POWOT cutagos, tho com-
oty Bues sl

“We routinely work to
ialngain arems srousd
Trasamission (nfrastric
ture s rights of way 1o
COMUIC 108 CANNOE get
near or fall leso a high-
voltage tranembsion
line,™ sasd Daniel Lowry,
» spokoumnan for KU

The company perforss
tree matntonance on
tramermission lines like
those on Soushgoint on &
rotating base ~ typically
cvery five yoans with “the
cxcopoion of chose Encs
demensirating the aced
for more frequent trim-
ming. As past of this
spproach, some trees will
be removed from aas

A troe stump n 2 median along Scuthpont Diive near Nicholaseile Road s shown
on Moodey: Kentucky Utifties sad the polcy 10 ot trees is nat new

we have not clesred in
the recent past.”

s tree profecdonals
sy some of the trecs
that hanve boen axed o
st under Lt
wion kincs by KU ace not
wpocien thae sypically
frow caller thas 10 feet.
Some wore trocs thae arc
o 4 KU B of sccoptaliée
spocies o plane vader
transmisson boes,

Tramessssion lines
coary eleciricity across
greal Slwances from
pencratiog ations 10
peimary substations and
are typically instalicd on
larger toweers,

“They are clear<utting
recs that are on the
apporved lst,” sxid Dan
Stever, chalnmas of the
city’s Troe Board, which
ncourages more hiee
planting (n public arews
and advixos the privato
scctor on trce plantieg,
Stever sald he was speak
ing in his capacity as a
wihunteer on the boasd
andd net for the cliy.

Stever said the move
by KU comes as the cay

Bas boen trying (o im
prove i1s tree canopy
coverage 1o the saed
goal of 40 percent A
2014 repoet showod troes
cover sl under 28

mutcs say meee thas 30
percunt of the city's troe
canogy bes boen wipad
oot treer the past decade

*A significant pestion
of our wrhan canopy was
host. We continue 0o lose
frees,™ Stever said

Moreover, the city has
spent both time sad
moncy plasting strect
rocs, o ees In the
oYy casemeat

Soever said he has
board more than
$50,000 in troes pasd lur
by the Clty and other
grant money haee boen
oot dosn bry the power
Company .

I respostag, Lowry
sk XU strives to only

remove trocs that
ety will grow taler
than the maxoneam o)
lowed height.

KU peviows the pocion
of each tree thal &
planmod for comeval oo
detormine @ cxpostsd
manure beighe,” Lowry
sald, “Wo make overy
clifont 0 prescrve thaone
trees that, at saturity, wil
maintain an appropeiate
distance from Encs and
e ot expocied fo pese &
et (0 B ™

Leximgton-Fayette
Urtan County Councll-
woman Susan Lamb Sest
heard about KU's trim-
ming and cumting trees in
March, whea home-
memery = Mnnacle, Wa-
tesfoed and Belleau
Woods neighborboods
contactod her aftey KU
started cutting troees
under dseribucion linos
in thow nelghborhoods

On s websiie, KU
says ity casement, o the
lomsd It s, avousd
large transmisson fow-
ors cam vary between S0
1o 500 feer on each wde

of the tower, For &
tribestion Eoes, which s
lines thar are syplcally
found i back er front
vards thae defhver powes
0 residemnes and busi
neases, that casement |y
between 30 and 50 feet
om cach skde or as much
25 100 Tout arosed »
pole

"For somw homeown-
e, that's their entise
hackyard,” Lamb said

Lamb contacted offi.
<lals oc the Kentucky
Public Service Commis-
shoes, wihich regulates
utilitics tn the stase to
determne ¥ there was
asyehing the oty o
hemoowners coukd do,
She was told the city sl
hemeowners had little

TOCOTTIC.

“They have the right 1o
<l down any trees thae
ol negatively nguct
power lnes," Lamk sald
ahe was 10dd.

The city is still ve-
searching tha issue, offi-
cials said.

“As we conattnoe
cxamne KU's suthority tn
do this, Mayer Ganen
asks thom 10 save ooes
whercver pomible,” seid
Susan Strad, 4 spokicswe
man for the aty. “Troes
mabe an caurmons ool
trathon 1o alr quality and
4o e Dessty of Lexingion
neighborhoods. Wikle the
mmayor understands the
lpoutonce of keeping
poseer lnes cloar to mini-
mueee sepains, i0s dand 0
kmagine thar sl of these
troes pose 4 sead threat o
these lnes.™

Trees thee are @ KU's
cascment will not acccs-

“We do have a , mitl-
gatlon pregram for yand
trees that peovides mon-
LRATY compansation o

enable ownees The oppoes
tunity to soplant troos in
an ares outside o case.
ment,” Lowry sald. “This
appics to peivate rew-
dents as well as the cxy
il Tho program s
specific 1o transmibaion
work In whan aoces, so
please understand that
W' ot applicable in
wvery dhvation™

Lavmh saidd she has
askod KU to clarify whan
2 trackesisnion line sad
what is a disorbation
bne. The troe gusdalines

saicl, That's cromted 2 loe
of coufusion, she sald.

Lamab saud homw
Buyers showld be aware
when purchasing a house
where wtibey casomonny
are bocated.

“1 whsh It wirs requiined
that rend extate agenis
wonlid have w disclose
thin,” Lamb sad. People
may be eware theee s a
wtilry conement in their
yasds, bt fow realize
mow lazge that casement
i, whe waid,

Mcaawhile, Lovery sald
the oo madntcnance in
Lexingron will continue
ehas Call, Inctuding on
Lansdowne Drive in

“While this tree trim-
kg il removal wank
s m critical paet of main-
taining the system. we
are comminied 1o en-
banging the envirosment
and landecape acrons the
comumunirics we serve,”
Lowry sasd, “That is why
snce 1981, we have do-
mated more than
60,000 tree socdlings
for planting across owr
worvico territorios
through o annual trey
wedling ghveaways.”
Heth Musgrare

S59-230-3208,
WHLC yAall
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Trees near power lines are slated to be cut down in the Lansdowne Merrick Park in Lexington on Tuesday.

Why do we let one
utility harm another?

BY MICHAEL POTAPOV

%

One way “utility” is
defined by the Webster
dictionary is as: “some-
thing uscful or designed
for use.” From the Collins
we can add:
“something useful to the
public” and “useful or
used in a number of ways."
When most people hear
the word “utility," they
think of gas, water, scwer,
internet, trash removal
and, of course, electricity.
We rely on utilities to keep
our homes warm in the
winter, cool in the sum-
mer, help cook our food,
remove our waste, and
provide connectivity to the
rest of the world, so we
can learn, work, and be
entertained. One could
argue that of all the util-
ities, electricity is the most
important because it al-
lows most other services
to be provided.
How should we think of

a service providing air
filtration, stormwater
interception, oxygen pro-
duction, carbon sequestra-
tion, cooling of homes and
sidewalks, prevention of
soil erosion, carbon stor-
age, not to mention the
intangible benefits trees
provide? Perhaps it’s not
unreasonable to think of
trees as a public utility
“useful in a number of
ways"? Could this multi-
tude of benefits position
trees to rival electricity as
the most important?
Utilities should be con-
sidered in combination to
evaluate their contribution
to our quality of life. Hav-
ing water service is good,
things are better with the
addition of sewer, and, |
think most would agree,
our quality of life is furth-
er improved by clectricity,
gas, and intcrnet. We
value trees because they
provide numerous services
and improve the quality of
life for the entire commu-
nity. When managed ap-
propriately, they have a
low relative lifetime cost
to maintain, and their
ability to provide benefits
grows over time with few

inputs required. Every
other utility service begins
to deteriorate and lose
effectivencss as soon as it
is put into usec.

Occasionally, utilitics
come in conflict. A water
line has to be routed
around a gas or a sewer
line, an electrical line
might cross an internet
cable or, if hung too low,
get in the way of a garbage
truck. As a community,
when utility conflicts oc-
cur, we think it is reason-
able to adjust placement,
$0 as to continue provid-
ing the same or better
level or service. A decision
to simply remove trees, a
utility providing valuable
service, is inconsistent
with how we deal with any
other utility conflict. Ma-~
ture trees are difficult to
move, but they can be
pruncd regularly, and, if
pruning is done correctly,
continue to thrive.

If a water line has to be
moved because of a sewer
or a gas line conflict, its
size is not reduced. Un-
fortunately, under current
practice, when mature
trees are taken down
when they pose a conflict

with electrical transmis-
sion lines, they are not
replaced at the size equiv-
alent to provide the same
level of utility service. KU
has been a good commu-
nity partner, sponsoring
Reforest the Blucgrass
among other tree planting
efforts. Replacing mature
canopy removed with
young saplings is akin to
replacing a fibre optic
internet connection with
dial up. Growing young
trees to the point of matu-
rity takes many years,
perhaps 20 — and [ would
guess few people would
like to go back to the
speed of dial up internet
of the carly 2000s.

As a community, we can
and should make a deter-
mination to treat the tree
canopy in the same way
we treat other utilities, We
should not treat trees as
expendable because they
are relatively casy to re-
move. We cannot forget
the growing benefits we as
a community receive from
the utility provided to us
by the canopy of trees. We
must determine a way to
move forward
safe and reliable electric-
ity service while not sacri-
ficing the multiple bene-
fits the utility of trees
provides to our communi-

ty.
Michael Potapov is a
former investment manager

turned tree and nature
advocate in Lexington,
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Tree stumps n a median a

trees that grow moee than 10 fect under power transmission lines,

‘Scorched earth policy’: KU
blasted over tree cutting

AY RETH MUSCRAVE
Losuggrescorhersld loador Lo

Officlis with Kentucky Utll
itics told the Lexington council
Tuesday it would consider kit
ting pause on a controversial
tree cutting policy that has
razed & If not hundreds,
of trees under the wtility’s
transmission wires in Fayetre
Couny.

KU implemented a new pol-
oy in 2014 that called for the
removal of trees taller than 10
foet under the utility’s larger
transmission lines. That cy
was largely implemented in
more rural arcas and startod in
2019 in more wban arcas, KU
officials told the council during
a work session.

But the practice has rankled
Lexington ity leaders, neigh-
borhoods and tree enthusiasts
for nearly two years. It's a de-

parture from KU's previous
cfforts to trim trees under ma-
jor transmission lines.

Duriag Tucsday's mooting,
dozens of residents who have
had troes cut or will have trees
cut under the mew policy asked
the utility to consider mod-
ifications. Trim rather than cut
down trees that pose no threal
1o a power lne, some said

In the Lakeside arca, more
than 200 trees will be cur down
under one of the power lincs,
said Rob Wallker. “It’s going to
denigrate our neighborhood,”

There are even shrubs under
15 fece tall chat KU has sasd
need to be cut, Walker said,

"They ate proposing to cut
down 200 trees for no real
reason at all,” Walker said.

Boblie Owens also lives in
the anea. Owens said KU redid
the poles in 2007 and gave the
Miflborhoul money to help
replant some vegetation and

“that they now want to cue

Matt Harrison is slated to
fose 11 to 12 trees on his proper
ty on Norbome Drive,

“But [ will only gv: $250 per
tree o will only be compen-
satex] for six trees,” Harrison
said, “This seems 1o be & one-
size-fits-all approach.”

Troes have extensive root
systems - typically twice the
slze of a tree’s canopy. Those
root syssems help with storm-
water runoff, said Rebecca
Farris. The arca, closc to the
rescrvoir, has extensive stonm.-
water runoft [ssucs, she sald.

Lance Lawrence said he's
going to lose nine trees o his
property on Norbome Drive but
oaly two are near tho power
lines. KU's clear-cutting wis
“scorched earth® policy, he
sakd,

WA wERVENE e omat oo ooderion

Southpoint Drive near Nicholasville Road in Lexington are seen on July 20 Kentucky Utilities is cutting all

WILL KU HIT PAUSE ON
TREE CUTTING POLICY?
Lexingron Mayor Linda Gor-
ton said she met with KU offi-
clals on Monday. She has asked
them to consider the following:

o Conslder changing and
COmMPromising on
clear-cutting trees.

 Have a more robust
re-vogetation plan on privato
and public property.

o Better notification to
neighborhoods.

® Study Kentucky geological
maps to do o sinkhole
analysis

@ To sllow LFUCG input on the
stormwater study i the
Lakeside area to determine
the ‘mpact of tree removal in
that arca

o Pausc while considering all
roqucests that have been made

“I persomally belicve that in
most cases, we don't huve to
cut down these trees,” Gorton
saicl.

Lexington has worked hard to
mcrease its tree canopy and has
been named a Tree Cley for

SEE TREE CUTTING. 2A
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TREE CUTTING

more than 30 years.

“We don't have local
authority or oversight over
KU,” Gorton said.

Lexington-Fayette Ur-
ban County Council
passed a resolution con-
demning KU’s tree cutting
policy in October 2020.
City officials have been
able to get some conces-
sions, including a monthly
meeting with KU to go
over tree-cutting plans on
public property and in
public medians. In Lans-
downe-Merrick park, KU
has agreed to hire a land-
scape architect.

David Freibert, vice
president of external rela-
tions for KU, stopped
short of agreeing to a
temporary moratorium
during Tuesday’s meeting.

“We have heard the
request for flexibility and
review,” Freibert said.
“We will be taking that
back and looking at those
programs.”

SAFETY OR COST
SAVINGS?

Kevin Montgomery,
transmission right of way
coordinator, said the com-
pany came up with the
policy to reclaim its right
of way under those trans-
mission lines in 2014. A
consultant recommended
cutting trees that grow
higher than 10 feet from
under those lines and near
those transmission lines.

Montgomery said there
was no state of federal

requirement to clear-cut
trees.

Tree trimming is not an
efficient way to keep those
power lines safe and oper-
ational, Montgomery said.

“Continual trimming of
trees is really not an op-
tion for us,” Montgomery
said. “The growing season
is longer. We have had
wetter weather. We would
go at different rates... We
have 54 miles of lines to
maintain.”

Morcover, KU did not
want to implement one
policy for trees under
transmission lines in Lex-
ington and have a differ-
ent policy in other parts of
the state. That would be
too cumbersome to main-
tain, KU officials told the
council.

“We aren’t Eastern
Kentucky,” said Council-
man Richard Moloney. In
more rural arcas, it’s more
difficult to maintain tree
and vegetation growth.
There are also fewer
houses in those arcas.
Lexington is dense with
homeowners near those
transmission and dis-
tribution lines.

Councilman David
Kloiber agreed.

“We have a franchise
agreement with you,”
Kloiber said. That fran-
chise agreement is specific
to Lexington, he said.
Moreover, the tree-cutting
policy saves KU money in
the long run because it
won't have to pay to con-

tinue to trim those trees.

Yet, KU continues to
raise rates. Its last rate
increcase was approved
carlier this year.

“This method that you
have begun implementing
will result in year-over-
year cost savings to your
company,” Kloiber said.
“But in your last rate case,
you were not looking to
pass those savings back on
to us, the rates went up.”

Councilwoman Susan
Lamb represents the Lans-
downe area. Lamb started
raising questions about
the tree cutting policy in
March 2020. Trees will be
cut along the Lansdowne
Road median later this
year. Those trees were
KU-approved trees at the
time they were planted.

On Tuesday, Lamb said
she was furious that it
took KU officials so long
to address the council and
residents’ concerns. It was
only when trees were
proposed to be cut down
in the wealthier areas of
town that those concerns
got traction, she said.

It was too late for her
district and other arcas of
the city KU had already
clear-cut. Those areas
include an area around
Wilson Downing Road in
the Lansdowne area. One
property owner there lost
20 trees to the program,
she said.

“The properties that [
represent have already
been massacred,” Lamb
said.

Beth Musgrave:
@HLCityhall
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Utility still cutting trees despite ::
pleas from Lexington to stop

BY BT MUSGRAYVE

toe temporarily vanl the cry
could get more guestices

dnagrrvrerbrelldudor cmn answered. The gieting of e
2iey's tree canogy Ras rankled
A long-simmermg batthc be- oy officialy, acghberhoods and
tweca Kenmucky Dsilities and ee enthusdas (o0 e past
Lexmpon city officials over the  year
clear conning of ocs under During & Tecsday Lexingion
tramemission lmes sppesy tobe  Payette Urbes County Cowncil
at a stademate work session, KU officlals said
Lexington Mayor Lincla Gor they did mat foed that 4 tempe

1o had askod e wtility compe
my Vo coreiler pusing the prac

FATY MOTMOCAUTI Was DOCOSaTY.
They toe considering some

minor changes ro thelr peficy,
Including alloaving some trocs
slighehy raller than 15 feet o
remain If they were undes new
power linaw,

Kessacuy Utllites
od a now palicy in 2014 that
called foe the reaseval of mecs
tadier than 1S foct under the
utiliny's langer transaission
lines, That policy wes langely
Implementod (n more cural
wreas until 2019 when the prace

® Smudy Kenmucky geological
maps tv do o xinkholo

© Allome LIUCG impuat on1 the

SoTTIWALeT sty in the
Lakesihe ares 10 deter mime
the lmpact of trew remuoreal on
soomrwater renofl.

® Pause whale conskering a8

noe spread 10 more uban ancas,
KU officiale told the Lexingion
couned (n Ogrober

At the Oct. 19 mecting, Goe-
ton and the council adeed KU tor

roquests thar have hoan made

There was litrle rocourse if the
compay didn't respond v
ably. The city hax vory itk

legal autheeity over KU and

o Conmcer compromaing os
clear cunting wees.

® e & moun bt
re-vegetation plas o private

what the utility docs i the
right.of way undcmeath trass.
mimdun Enex. The Public Sorv
oo Commmission and e Kea-

andd public property, tucky Atserney Gezoral's Office
© Provide betrer notificacion 10
neighborhoods SEE TREES, 24
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also have o say over KU's

scheduled to be axed by
atility wockers. The arca’s
stormwater mnofl issucs
could get worse If those
trees are taken out, resl
dents of Lakeside have
repeatedly said,

Kyle Nums, KU director
of transmission engineering
and coastruction, sakd an
eavironmental study, which
will have input From city
officialls, is set o hegin
shortly aftcr Thanksgiving,
It willl take scveral wocks to
complcte. No work will be
doac in the Lakesidc and
other arcas until that stucly
s completod.

Meanwhile, KU bas
upped its outreach to af-
fectod neighbarboods and
s now nolifying affected
propecty owners eight
weeks prior (o when the
trees will be cur, Bums
sald. 11 s also looking a
uslng soclal media 10
make residents aware of
the chear-curting.

Parrhermone, KU s
working with the Lans-

L L e R

Workers remaoved sections of trees cut down near the
Lanscdowne neighbarhood of Lexingtan on Oct. 12,

downe Neighborhood Asso-
ciation an o plan 1o inwme-
diarcly replant trees on the
Lansdowne Road median
after cueting begins there
on Nov. 29, he said. The
company will also go back
and replant trocs ox the
Southpomnt Drive modian,
whore utifity crows cut
trees last (all,

WHY NOT TRIM TREES
INSTEAD OF CUTTING
THEM DOWN?

During Tuesday’s meot-
Ing, Gorson and Lexingson
council members wged KU
1o reconsider lts tree-cut-
ting policy and retuen to s
PrESOus practices chat
included trimuming of oees

rathser than dear-cutting.
Councilman David Kioib-
er said the Public Service
Commission, which over-
sces public utiliios, has not
ordered the clear-cutting of
trees as a safety measue.
KU made that decision
bocause axing trovs is moro
cost-effective than trim-

mung

“KU has curtain interosts
that are not al; with
the interests of the public,”
Klaiber said. “1t's not going
10 ks 1he most ¢conom
sense If this gets embwalled
It & ot of kawssts aod a loe
moee communiry dissatis-
faction™

Kloiber asked If any tree
In Fayetie County has

knocked out power on &
trarsmission Hie,

Burms said the repee-
sentatives did not have that
mumber for Fayette County
bur the clearcutting of
troes has resdted in g 40
percent decrease in ontages
= the system. Mamexning
the power grid is the usil-
ity"s top concern, Bums
sakl. Cost savings & not the
only factor in KU's dec-
sns,

Gorton asked If maney
saved from axing trees
rather than cydical trim-
ming woukl be passed 1o
ratepayers in a rate de-
crease.

David Freibert, vice
president of external af-
fairs for KU, said there are
multiple factors that go
into rate increascs or de-
crcascs.

Councilman Mreston
Worloy said KU has
stepped up and tricd to
makc some accommemoda-
tioers after hearing wiclo-
spread] complaints from
Lexington residents.
the community is mot ask-
lag for tweaks. KU neods fo
change its policy, he sald

“This is unguestionably
a Nawed plan,” Waorley
said. “The only way this
community is going o be
happy is 10 have a plan for

SUNDAY NOVEMBIER 21 2901

his communiry.”

KU officials have sald
that the weility cannot
have ane vegetation man-
agement plan for one area
of its transmission Lline
and anather policy for
othcr avcas, That would be
too difficult to implemeone

Dianc Archison, of the
Lansdowne Nedghborhood
Association, said 137 trees
on the Lansdowne Road
mexlian will be clear-car
hy the end of the manth,
‘Thase trees were original-
ly planted with XU's ap-
proval, Archisom has called
the Public Service Com-
mission, the Kentucky
Antarney General's Office
and other state and local
agencics 1o try to Agure
out how to stop the clear-
cuttmg

Atchisan told the coun-
¢ thero has been little
transparoncy in how KU iy
cutting trees and the justi-
fication.

“Have there been owt-
ages i Payette County
due to trees?* Atchison
saicl. “We have never seen
pstifications for these
helghts and distances.
What are the natlonal
standard e

Beth Micigroove:
WHLClryhall
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Lexington woman arrested
at protest over tree-cutting

-

MLAA WALKIN vimme beg g lsen

Laura Zemenerman wars arrested by polce after she dion't move as mstructed to allow Kentucky Utilties to clear-cut troes on Lansdowne

Drive median

BV CHRISTOPMER LEACH
Amckienereld-ad o com

One woman was arrested at a
protest against Kentucky Ut
wies as i started to cut down
trees on a ceneer median on
Lansdowne Drive Monday
morming.

Dozens of nearby residents
gathered at the protest but oaly
Laura Zimmcrman, 64, was
taken into custody. She was
later charged with chivd-degree
criminal trospassing and
booked briefly into the Fayette
County jail at 12:24 p.m

Whon Zimmerman was taken
away in a police eruiser, KU
proceeded with s planned
removal of the crab apple trees
underneath a large power line

When KU crews inlcially
turned on tree-cutting equip
ment in preparation, several
protesters were under a trree on
Lansdowne at Tartan Drive.
The protesters slowdy left the

LS WALAER th s avtar Rowet oomy

Work crews removed trees after 3 protest and arest over the

practice in Lexington

tree-shaded arca over time as
police threatened arreses
Zimmerman was arrested
roughly 30 ménures after the
initial warning from police
Qaly three officers were on

soene when the protest started,
but by the time Zimmerman
was arrested, the count of offi-
cers present ar least doubled
Maay applanded Zimmerman
for her actions as she was being

taken away. Some had tears In
thelr oyes as crows got to work
cutting the troes.

“We will stan here and cry
— | can’t even talk about it |
Just can't oven talk about it,"
said Roberta Erena, who grew
up in the ncighborhood. “These
trees are absolutely gorgeous
and they don’t pose a threat,
and we will stand here and we
will watch them take these
trees down.”

KU represcatative Dandel
Lowery said the company plans
to go back to Lansdowne Drive
next week to replant a compat
ible species ol troes where the
crab apples were removed
Monday. The company Jso
went back and replanted trees
on the Southpoint Drive
modian previously, where
utility crews cut trecs lass fall,

The Lexington-Fayette Urhan
County Council has pressed
unsucoessfully 1o get KU 1o stop

SEE PROTEST, 3A
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PROTEST

clear-cunting trees on
private and public proper
ty, The wtibity has smygned
It has 10 remove the trees
10 pevvent poveer culapes
Irs policy in b0 ot froes
talker than 10 feet under
trasamission lines, bt
only in the last fow years
has the company enforeed
That in urbuan areas. Crities
have sald It's cheaper Soo
KU to remove rather tham
trim the tiges

Mayor Linda Gorons
tssmed a stasemont fator
Mong ay voacing her dbap-
proval of XU's lasest re
movals.

“1 pm very disapyprevisted
by the actions KU has
takun today In culting
doven troes that im no way
threaten tramsaussion
lines,” Gorton said in the

statement. "This does not
refioct the compeoomse |
myuestod that troos by
Irlmumed rarher than cwt
dowen o the 30y mora-
forien | reguesiedl, 1t also
direcrly contradicrs the
resohtion uncil passed
on Nov. 187

The ciry has very Irtle
legal surherity over KLU
and whae the utiliry docs
in the right-of way under
neath transmission lines,
The Public Service Coon.
mission and tho Kontocky
Mtoracy Cencral’s Office
o have no say over KU's
tree-trimming pobicies,
KU reprosentatve Dne
wied Lowry sald the com-
pany plans to go back o
Lamalowne Drive nex|
woek 20 replant a compar-
bk species of trees where

R AL sl e

A KU representative spoke with ane of the peotesters on

Lansdowre Orive

the crad applos wore ro-
moved Moaday, The com-
pasty also went back and
trees on the
Scuthpoint Drive moduan
previousty, where utiliy
crows ot troes Rast Gl
Monday's cutting was a
part of KU's vegetation
masapement, which has

ROy MOT0 PIojocts In the
arca, scooeding bo Lovery,
Projects s Lakes Edge
and Lakeview Estates
haree been tempomrily
paused while KU does an
ermvironmental stdy,
accondiay to letters KU
sont 00 Gortom and oty
leaders om Now . 2%

The Now, 25 lotrer was
1 reApense o various
dessands — Incloding &
CURting MOoratortum - CRy
officials made to KU, The
weility ghaost dus passed
work at Lakes Udge bae
troe cutting m othor arvas
will contlme, the letter
sl 10w company has
agreed so same olhes
ncasires, inchinling sep-
ping up outeesch 10 affect-
od arcas snd doing & ge-
ological survey to examine
sinklelos. City officials
and residenes have rassed
concorms that cutting trocs
can affoct sosmwates
unolt and coeate more
sinkbholos in some arcas.

“Company data colloct
od over the past sl years
showes one out of every six
oul on the KU tranms
mission systetn (n the
Laxington area wore By
cansed bry vogotation
relared lssues,” the lorrer
sad. "W alen know that

pur vegetation manage-
mont wink combdned with
other ongolng svssem
bardentmg cfforts across
e LOKE and KU chectric
systemt have teduced the
froguency aod duration of
pUwer outages t’ 4 per
cent since 2011

KU bogan the cloar-
cunting of trees over 10
feet wader imaor 1rans mis-
sion lses i 2004, Work
did not bogin In camest in
urban arcas until 219
The city, neighborhoods
and emiroome niatises
bave tnod in vain oo get
KU to roshink itx
mes-cueting policy foc
more than & yoar,

The letter wan signed by
Jear Crockest NI peest
dont of KU and LOKE.
Chebragiver Lol
OOkl o,



Kentuckians must
hold Kentucky
Utilities accountable

BY HERALD LEADER
EDITORIAL BOARD

If it weren’t so outra-
geous, the situation would
be farcical: Lexington
Police arresting a
64-yecar-old woman who
stood in front of a cra-
bapple tree on Lansdowne
Drive so Kentucky Util-
ities contractors couldn’t
cut it down as part of an
absurd clear-cutting cam-
paign under sky-high
transmission lines. Hey,
while they were at it, they
could have also arrested
former vice mayor Isabel
Yates, who at the age of
97, was also at Monday’s
protest.

But KU, or its corporate
overlords at the PPL Cor-
poration headquartered in
Philadelphia, have clearly
decided that bad head-
lines are a small price to
pay in order to clear every
tree big or small from
underneath those large
lines. Instead of moratori-
ums and compromise —
begged for by citizens and
politicians alike — KU
ignored its many Lexing-
ton ratepayers and contin-
ues on full speed ahead.
Despite the fact that those
crabapples would never in
100 years reach up to
interfere with transmis-
sion lines, which is why
KU approved their plant-
ing on Lansdowne a dec-
ade ago.

At issuc is the Transmis-
sion System Improvement
Plan which requires such
clear-cutting as a way to
avoid power outages and
the federal fines that come
with them. It doesn’t mat-
ter if trees are too small to
ever get within reach of
the very tall transmission
lines (as opposed to the
shorter distribution lines
in many neighborhoods).
This is their corporate
policy, and it doesn’t mat-
ter if the trees are small or
are being used as storm-
water control. Compro-
mise, such as considering
the type of tree, or simply
trimming, would cost
more money, so every-
thing must go.

According to local and
state politicians, including
the Public Service Com-
mission, there is nothing
they can do. KU owns the
right of ways under the
transmission lines, and

therefore company offi-
cials get to do whatever
they want.

But there is something
deeply wrong when a
for-profit company has no
accountability to the peo-
ple it serves, whether they
are shareholders or not. If
our government is truly
for the people, then the
General Assembly should
pass new laws that require
KU to compromise with
local governments, rather
than usec a blanket corpo-
rate policy to erase much
needed tree canopy. Rep.
Susan Westrom, D-Lex-
ington, who was at Mon-
day’s protest, told the
Herald-Leader she is plan-
ning to do just that — file
legislation that requires all
public utilities to commu-
nicate and compromise on
local issues with the pub-
lic, “instead of ignoring
them as KU as done.”

KU says it will replace
the trees with shrubs and
find other ways to be good
corporate citizens. But
there is no excuse for a
company that holds a vital
public utility to thumb its
nose at a government
clected by the people.

This situation is a cau-
tionary tale for what hap-
pens when public utilities
are owned by for-profit
companies, and one this
paper tried to correct in
2006 when it urged Lex-
ington to buy our water
system from Kentucky
American Water. That
effort failed, and our wa-
ter rates continue to
climb. KU’s lobbyists may
likewise be able to defeat
any civic attempts to curb
this absurd behavior be-
cause our government
often appears to be held
hostage to the highest
corporate bidders. But the
idea that there’s nothing
anyone can do against
corporate behavior that
has outraged so many
citizens is absurd. Surely
we can do better than this.

o -
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Lexington sues KU over
tree cutting policies

Y BATH MUMEBAVY
et tebh! cadm 1w

The ity of Lexiagton e
smaod Kentucky Uthinos (n state
court and wanes & Fayetee Cle-
cut Comnt pdpe 0 isseg a2 tom-
punmry Lieoscton, stopplng the
wtility company from cutting
troes under oL assmisson
Enes n Papette County

The el fhed L
Wadneadwy, slcges KU hues
onerstepped s wasement by
cunting dowm trecs taller than 1S
feot. The Sty s sadsiog for -

specifiod mosetary damages
and e lmmsodiate Infonceon
that would sop the wiility gane
from cumng down wroes whik
the case procecds tuoegh e
cours

Lawyess foe the clty sald &
sourt doowments that 2 1942
stite Supreme Cowt cawe to
garcing KU's casement says the
comparry i lmoed oo only what
is “ressvmalde and s seceasary
o the matural and reasonalie
use of ity primary cxsement.”

KU trwe cting peacthons amv
DOt DCCEAsAry or reasonebie, <ty
officiate argued in court docy-

mants
Larwyess foe e ity also s
gue trzoe provide econmasic and
othar benefis includng Improw
g woeTmeatey ran off.
“Keasacky Utilities” cunrent
mitigation peactiocs are lasulll-
clent and do not adoguanely
compensate LFUCC for e
damage, eccunemic or otherwise,
Ccascd by the company’'s Cleas
cutfing of trees posmg a0 mme
dlate reat 10 eloctnic servicn,”
the lavwstnt saps
Kentuchky Uelities sand It wid
Nighr the tempomry injaocosse
“We plan 10 appose the mo-

LIS S L

R i R SR

Poople protest 2 workers Drepeaee 10 O Dreds underrath KU wutibny
lires slorg Lansciosne Drve in Lesgion on Wecnesdsy

spokeaman for KLU, “We reapect
the marpor and ¢ty cosncll

Ghoes, andl | would stress sgain
char our work s crikeal o the
safery and rellabiliny of the sys
tem,” said Daniel Lowry, 2

SEE TREE CUTTING, 24

FROM PAGE 1A

members, and that is why
we have met with them
more than 20 times on
this issue, and have
agreed to modify our ap-
proach temporarily and
focus only on trees that
posc immediate risk.”
The lawsuit was filed
after more than a year of
back-and-forth between
the utility company and
the city over KU's tree
cutting policy. The utility
gave no notice to the city
when it clear-cut trees on
Southpoint Drive in 2020,
the lawsuit alleges.
“Kentucky Utilities’
extreme and unilateral
tree removal practice of
clear-cutting trees within
Lexington-Fayette Coun-
ty’s urban forest and the
right-of-way that pose no
immediate threat to elec-
tric service results in eco-
nomic damage to Lexing-
ton-Fayette County and its
citizens,” the lawsuit said.

TREE CUTTING

Kentucky Utility offi-
cials have stressed they
are replanting trees that
have to be cut. Not all
trees over 15 feet have
been axed.

In addition to clearance
between the trec and the
line, there also needs to be
enough clearance so KU
crews can work on the line
safely, KU officials have
said.

Over the past six years,
one in six outages in the
Lexington arca were a
result of vegetation issues,
KU officials have said. KU
has also said that its more
aggressive tree cutting
policy has resulted in an
overall 40 percent reduc-
tion in outages throughout
its service arca.

KU switched from cycli-
cal timming of trees to
clear-cutting trees over 15
feet under transmission
lines in 2014. However,
that policy was not imple-

TRIDAT DECEMBER S 200]

mented in urban areas
until 2019.

Earlier on Wednesday,
KU agreed to leave some
trees that were scheduled
to be chopped along the
Lansdowne Drive median
after Mayor Linda Gorton
stepped in to negotiate an
agreement between the
utility company and
protesters. Wednesday
was the second day of
protests along Lansdowne
Drive.

In addition to the Lans-
downe Drive median, KU
crews are also cutting
trees under a transmission
line in the Fairways at
Lakeside arca.

In addition to the law-
suit, city officials said
earlier this week that they
also plan to file a
complaint with the Public
Service Commission,
which oversees utility
companies. That com-
plaint will likely be filed
early next week, city offi-
cials said.

Beth Musgrave:
@HLCityhall



Warkers cut trees Tuesday underneath KU utility lines along Lansdowne Drive in Lexington.

KU agrees to temporarily
modify tree-cutting plans

BY CHRISTOMIE R LEACH
eaih@larwtd Laiker somm

The voices of protesters who
oppose KU's decision 1o cut
down trecs on Lansdowne
Drive wore heard Wednesday,
as Kentucky Utilities agreed to
a compromise with the ros
dents and said it will modity its

cutring plan.

Mayor Linda Gorton, who
tegotiated with KU oa behalf of
the protesters, sald KU agreed
to cut down oaly the largest
threatening trees. The protest-
crs requested that smaller trees
b left alone, which KU agroed
to do for the next couple of
days.

“This was a veally important

gathering ot here today on
Lansdowne Drive about the
tree cutting,” Gorton sakl.
Gorton arnved a¢ Lansdowne
Drive near Westchester Drive
just ower an hour after che resi-
dents initially gathered to pro-
test the continued tree cutting,
After speaking with KU officlals
for noarly 30 mimes, she o
vealed the compromise to the

MEAN C HERREAS Surrmeraren b ladocan

protestees, who callod 1t a victo-
1y for today and a step in the
right direction,

“KU Is very interested in
sitting at the table again,” Gor-
ton said. “That is really what
the letter 1o the PSC and filing
the mjunction will help us with,
is an opportunity to pausc and
get 1o the table to have more
conversation.”

On Tuesday, Gorton and the
city said chey would file
complaint with the Public
Serviee Commission, which
oversces ucllitics, and file for an
junction to stop the coatro
verslal dear-cutting, Gomon

FROM PAGE 1A

PLANS

said the cxy’s law dopant
ment ia in the procews of
witing up the lngunceion
#0 It's In proper logal
ferms for o judge

“The chief judpe Cower
fown hnows it's comming

and it will more tham lkely
be Sicd this alternoon,
whien X's wll legally prop
e, and then we'll walk o
we what bappens,” Gor
pomt sl

Multiphe podice offloers

were on Lansdowne Deive
oo Wedacsday ln prop
ameon to maks arvoses i
neECeay

“I hawe cighe offScess
wurking this scotor today,
I'm getny to be bonest
with you, the whole side of
the cxy, [ don't have cight
officers that's pot all Jay
10 0 over here,” Cinde.
Jesse Harels 400 protest-

SEE PLANS, 3A

ers hefore Goetng amived. was charped wirh fisd-
“That's cight oeficers that  degree aximinal rospass
aren't responding oo do- ing and later relcased
mestic vielesce calls, oo jail
accidens, mvenders ¥ they “It was past dlsappoiae
ocour, whatever clse,” ing.” Gouton sald about

Omne wemman was Monday's mscadent, “We

arsested f 4 poutost on
Moaday after refusing oo
heave the work site of the
tree cutting job by KU,
Lavra Zimmerman, 64,

All get that we need 1w
Lable cdectricry, that s
et the goestion. The
guestion is hinw we get
there and what 1o do

ahost trees heciuse we ol
know trocs are important
mfrastrocture, and i 5
definitely progres

Zimmensan, alosg with
many othor protestors who
were at Monday s pather
Loy, were at Wodnesday's
protest

Chrimmagpier Loach:
@ Chvesloachiil




Lexington to
sue Kentucky
Utilities over
tree cutting

BY BETH MUSGRAVE
bmusgrave@herald-leader.com

The city of Lexington is suing
Kentucky Utilities over its prac-
tice of razing trees under major
transmission lines after more
than a year of trying to get the
utility giant to reconsider its
vegetation policy.

During a Tuesday Lexington-
Fayette Urban County Council
work session, the council voted
unanimously to put a resolution
on its meeting agenda to give
the city’s lawyers the green light
to take legal action against KU.

In a press release, the city also
said it will file a complaint with
the Public Service Commission,
which oversees utilities. The city
said it will file a complaint in the
courts for an immediate in-
junction to stop KU’s tree cut-
ting while its complaint is pend-
ing before the Public Service
Commission.

Neither action has been filed
yet, city officials said Tuesday.

“Over the past year we have
been working with KU to try to
find a way forward that protects
our trees and our electric grid
because clearly both are impor-
tant,” Mayor Linda Gorton said.
“Sadly, the company has not
shown our city respect in return.
With few exceptions they have
ignored our requests. Yesterday,
the company again started cut-
ting down trees indiscrimi-
nately. Trees that could not
possibly interfere with transmis-
sion lines.”

The move came one day after
a woman was arrested by
Lexington police at a protest on

SEE TREE CUTTING, 3A




FROM PAGE W

TREE CUTTING

Lansdownc Drive over the
cutting of tees in the
median of the busy con-
nector voad i south Lex:
fgton. KU bas said it will
replontt trees on the
mwdban st woek, The
troes axed yesterdoy were
plamted with KU's approv-
al several yeses ago.

City officials, neigh-
torboods and cavimnn.
mantalists have pleaded
with the urility for moce
than a yoar to comsc oy
renwning to winming
trocs rathor than coming
them down.

Dandel Lowry, a spokos:
mmuan for KU, said 2ot all
troes over 15 fect are i
mediately an doun.
There ane st troes thal
are over 28 loet under the
transaission Hnes, It de-
ponds on 1he height of
those rranemission lines.

For example, some of

sald, “ Mt the power line
Is at &) feet and can sag s
additional four feet, Tor
oy rowes 1o wonk on a
line, they have 10 hawve 18
feet dearance between the
tree and the line.”

If the wee s 1a e way,
thoss KU ueility workers
whio have to woek on those
lincs arc 100 close, he satd.
fe's diengesous fue KU
coows, bo sl

“Lives mastes o KL
Lowry sald. "Troes matter
In KU Every place where
we have cul trees we have
rephaced thom with com
patitde trees ™

Clasess that KU's eree
cutting policy s drven by
proed are issccurate sd

R R L e T

A probester talks with o representative of KU on Mooday
4 median with trees designated to be cut along
Lansdowne Deive in Lexingion

ust not orue, Lowry said,

That is an unfes vate
mont, 1t has sothing w do
withy costs, i not abowt
s saving or making
money. This b sboet the
sty and rellabdlivg of the
wtemn,” Lowry seid,

In & Nov, 23 letier o
Mayor Goro, KU and
LGEE 'resdone Jobn
Crocken 111 x1id the one

our of cvery six eutages in
the Lexingsen arce o
causod by vegesation s
woes, Moreover, it's mose

Palcies hos docressed

utages by mare than 40
percent, be said
Counclmans David
Kloiber attcadod Mon-
day's protest. Kiodher sand
KLU has beess uswilling o

conshder imming trees
that can grow taller than
10 fece and Instoad bas

These peadins will go oo &
prvate company that has
no competicion, Klober
s

The ¢ty does not havwe
the power to sop KU from
cutting down trees, Gee-
ton saMd

KU is cxsting trees un
der transsission lines thar
are Laspely in the wility's
right-of-way.

Lavwry said the “'"1
has mer with cliy officials,
neghborbood asodations
more Ban 19 tmes over
e past year 0o addscss
concoms. i s replanting
teees theat it cuty.

“Theee i a lot of misin.
formation ost there,”
Lowry sald, "We aren's
hding We have boen
accesdbie o the mayer, o
the commol and 1o nogh-
bohoods.”

1t's not chear what type
of complaint the city plans
10 e wich the Public
Service Commisvaon,
which has proviously sald
b limited jarisdiction
over the wiling's troe-
mening palicics

Goren said the city is
also alting ware w-
makars for some robef

"“We e ralidng oo oue
lepslacos, asking thom o
pues new logiskation that
willl force the udility o
ook with wa” said Core
tom. “In the meantime we
are hoping o fiad some
relief from the conrms.”

Resh Murgrave.
PHLCiyhal
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KU agrees to tree
cutting moratorium
until mid-January

mee curnng untll aud-January MOCINUM 0N Swtting, lnd for

R RETH MUACRAVE In exchange, the city bas agreed  agrocing 10 ¢
Sumagveroatherotd-loady cnes ot 50 parsn (tx tomporary thomn o0 an APPeCprato pnxnu - -
impenction in the cousts so the that prescrves owr dloctrical grd PRLC RN dunaghetttaium
A day altor the two sdes have time o noge and pretocts sur treos poing Troe S1umgs in & median along Southpant Drive ned NidhoRavile
Lesingron Papetie Usban tate, scconding to city officlals.  forwasd. ] romuds convizced Road o Lesmgton are photographed Jly 20 2000, The oty and KU
County goeernment fked 2 KU also agroed] Wednonl sy that wo e do boeh, sl hope have Boen at Ocds for Mare 1han a yoar awer the uﬂtylpdtrd
Forwsanlt ashing & Fayetoe Cacult  mormiog saly 10 oo the tallest that this gives us an oppostunity  acing trees talier than 15 feet under maior tranumasion bnes.

Comrt judpe $0 insee & temporary
njmccion tarmiag Keanwhy

Utilines foom clear<meting trees  Lansdowne modian. These have The ciy s noc dismissing s Gonom said. " We con proecod
under teamamivdon lines, the hers two protoses over the - bowest flod in Vayette Clrosis with court action if neccssary,
WO sS40 mnomcod o truce ting of these recs this week. Courr, the ciry said and so can KU.*

Keneucky Ulilities agreed o0 3 “1 appweciate KU for listessing “I'he motion o shop The tree- In addition, KU and the city
semporary moratoctum on ak yeserday, for extending the cucting will not b withdrawn,”  agscod thar:

FROM PAGE 1A

Irees sl these closes! o the 20 Bend 2 mew perh,” said Marpur
transmosion Hies on

Linla Goren

TREE CUTTING

e KU will continue its
vegetative management
work on Richmond Road,
as planned, and based on
prior agreements with
private residents in the
area.

e The city anticipates
KU will honor previous
commitments regarding
replanting and beauti-
fication it has made in
other neighborhoods.

The city and KU have
been at odds for more
than a year over the util-
ity’s policy of axing trees
taller than 15 feet under

major transmission lines.
KU says its necessary to
maintain the clectric grid.
City officials and neigh-
borhoods say the utility is
cutting trees that are not
near power lines. KU has
said its new policy has
resulted in fewer service
disruptions and is neces-
sary to maintain the city’s
power grid and for the
safety of its employees.

Beth Musgrave:
@HLCityhall

o KU will perform the replant:
ing it has already agroad %o in
the Lassdowne sodan.

SEE TREE CUTTING, 24




KU tree cutting moratorium
extended as talks continue

BY BETH MUSGRANVE
Sruggraioptionald Doy com

A moratorium on trée cutting
under Lexington transmisson
lines by Kentucky Utilities will
be extended as the Gty and
utility giant continue discus-
slons, clry officials sald.

KU and the clry agreed 1o a

temporary mortosium on tree
cucting In carly December after
the city filed a complaint with
the Kentucky Public Service
Commuission and a civil lawsudt
against the utibty over its
practice of clearculting troes
over 15 feet und er transmission
lines. As part of the moratori-
wm, the clty agreed 1o temmpor
rarily pause its legal actions

against KU,

Clry officlals said che moraco-
rivm on trec cutting, sct to
expire in mid Januury, has been
extended and talles continue,

“Nancy Albright has had
some Initial meetings with KU
to discuss their ctting policy,”™
said Susan Straub, a spolueswo-
man for the ¢ity. “The morato-
tun (s still in place.”

Albeight is the ¢ity’s commis-
sioner of environmental quality
and pablic works.

Officials with KU did noe
immediately respond to a re-
quest for comment.

KU had presviously agreed to
do a study of the Lakeside arca
aftcr residents there raised
concerns about a host of Lssucs
including how trees in that arca
help reduce stormwater runofl,
an ongoling problem (n the
Lakesicde arca, That study be-
gan fan. 17,

“KU i studying other pos-
sible ‘carve-out’ areas regard-

SEE TREE CUTTING, 2A

FROM PAGE 1A

TREE CUTTING

Ing thelr current policy,™
Straub said, “KU has said
they will not be ready to
moeet with the ¢ity again
untll Februsary. ™
The city and XU have

been ar odds over s tree
cutting policy since 2020.
The urility says it's neces-

them.

SATY 1O cut trees undet head whea KU began
transmission lincs to cutting trees in Lans.
maintain power to the downe, promping profests

system. Over the past six
YOars, one in six outages

In the Lexingron arca were KU has agreed to cut only

i rosult of vegotation is the tallest trees in that

sucs, KU oflicials have median and Is still work

said. ing with the city on a re-
KU has also «a8d thar s planting program, Straub

more aggressive troe cul- skl

ting policy has resulted in

an overall 40 pescent re- Betls Musgrave:

duction in outages through-

O its service inea

The city and residents
have argned that many
trees KU bas clear cut aro
oo small 10 endanger the
power line and KU should
trim trees rather than ax

The issue came 1o a

and oac protest-related
arrest in eardy December.

@HLCityhall

VAN O PUHRNEAS e Teera Do K- bee e 1o

People protest as workers prepare to cut trees underncath KU utility nes slong
Larsdowne Drive in Lexington, Ky, on Dec. 1, 2021,
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Heee o the land wieie
Things Make No Sensc,
wr aro oclobrating
Lexingpom Troe Weck{Oct
9:16) wizh Cree sapling
gvearways and forost bath
mg excursions while our
wilily company gots bany
chopping our teve ramopy
Sowen.

On Wednesdoy momy
Ing, Phillips Tree Experts,
2 contracsor for Kemeucky
Ltilines, wivsked out 15
trecs on cne peoperty off
Montavesta load. Al-
though the arborvitae
were nowhese near the hig
transmission linc over
head, they wero 10 foct
Dight and sar within 4 S0.
foot bubble aound the
e, S0 acconding to KU
rules, they had to go. By
ery singe one,

A mach woese Is
coming Nearly overy
single troe on the Lass
Sowene Dirtve med lan s
scheduled for coe masive
clearcur because that
high-voltage transm sson
Fne nune directly over sop
of the deive. Io e other
direction, homoowncrs
who back up to Lans-
downe Merdck Park will
Jose @ e swathe of old
and now trees, As the
same transmusson ne
travels across the Lake
shoee neghborhood
homseowners ane fur ous
amd sadd and trymg to
figree out what 10 do next.

“'m fustraned andd
devasrated by what has
happencd and what is
getting ready o happen, ™
said Dizswe Aschison &
board memder of the
Lazsdowne Nelghborhood
Association. “| don™t know
st we can stop "

It's noe chear they can
stop it, or ovem improve it
slightly, KU officials said
they started “the cydle-
tased wgetation manage-
ment program as a part of
s Transmission System
Improvement Mlan in
20007 'y “industry
Dest peacrice for maintain.
Ing transmission afra-
strocture and is past of owr
peuactive sethod for
keeping ocs a safe dis
tamce from transmisson
Teves and strwctures,” sed
spokesimas Danlet Lowry.

Pooplo startod
complaining altor thoy
saw the clear-citing on
Southpoone Dikve last yoar
Now Mayor Lindas Goeton

COMMENTARY

L I e T L

Workers remove sections of trees ot down neir the Lamsclowne Nesghbarhood of Lexington on Tuesday.

KU should compromise
on clear-cutting trees
under power lines

i schoduded o moct wish
KU-LGEY Preskent John
K. Crochoett 11 om Mon-
dary; company officials sre
sipposed 1o sppear before
coundil on Ot 19; neigh-
barhead growps are haviag
basy get-togehers with
their councll members o
e what cas be stopped
Righu now, Dismrices 3 and
5 arc pommg the most
work; Distrier § Council
member Lie Shochan said
shat while “we noed 1w
POOOCCT QUT oMLY
from power cutmges, it
should net come at the
cost of our trew camopy
and gnvironmsent. | share
the concorns of resdents
and will kaep working tn
find a wolution that seni-
widaes tree desring ™

Logalty, KU owns case-
menty usder Eatribution
and transmbescn lines,
wiich unfoctunascly,
many hoencownors dom 1
fgure one weel well alber
they 've bowght a Bouse
and plasted more trees

And lot's faco it, wo ol
want o clectricily mee
han ever, what with work-
lmg ot home, aod our

PRwones wnd devices and
games. And lefllover FTSD
fromm fhe 2008 ice orm
when some lost power for
& woek or meee. Powet
companies have facod
lawains sl very hefly
federal fines for oag pow:
or outages. KU says n's
had 40 pescent fewes
oatages since 2011, manks
10 DoW practices,

Put what dooen ™t make
senae bs why KU is taking
sich a scorched-cath
wyppoech when compro
mises could be fomnd, ke
trimming trees steand of
removing them. Lowry
said 1oo many troes kave
growen too cose o the
wirgs, so that trimming s
not an aption, and they
must he peosctive to get
it of smaller trees

Put Peter Baober, an
asboeiat who by working as
& contractor foc KU in
Lamasd owne, bobicves thar
because o many power
companics are sow past of
big conglemerates, they're
twking 2 page from compw-
nies out west that have
been blamed for devas-
tuting foeest firos when

they didn't contsul Ml
roable material around
power limes. Not, as ho puat
o, “in our wet Pastem
forest bere,” i Lexingion,
whare forest fees arc
onach loss likely. KU ks
sow owned by 'L Corgo-
ration, which starmed hife
as Peanayhessia PMower
and Lighe

“You'vye got an account
ant ot theve who chinks
they W save some money
by Dot prusing trees any
moee,” Barbor said, “[t's 2
maes, | spond my days
apslogizing 1o people.”

David and Denna
O Beyun would like 10
hear anything from KLUL
Thew bosse on (N Cron
Court Backs v 1o Lans-
downe Metrick Park,
where they've plamnted big
and xsall treos. Yes, they
eadernsand & lape and old
watcr maple noar the Bne
might have to po. What
they don't undcostand is
wivy thedr beamatifid sweee
by magnolia, which s
maybe 10 foct mow and
might get 1o 12 but nod
hgher, has 10 be takien
out

“Thin is going 1o deves
tate our yard," David
O Ry said “And
they ve never 1allked 1o us.
Ie's ridicubons *

Parther toward ch-
mond Road, the cranesis.
sion line travels ncar the
obkd roservotr. Of Lakie-
share Dirive, Norboene
Road sepes doven o B2y
lake, and every timo it
rainy, the littke valkey
where the backyards ol
Nochorne and Manor
st lurns o 8 river
Nooethodus, said home
owner Katherine Graham,
KLU G sipposad to come
e time 1o cut dowen all
the ash and maple rees In
the backyard. $he and her
busband cven put it sey-
cral snad arbocvitas
agamsx che fence oo slow
dowen the water, They are
whout theee feot tnll und
they re schoduled 10 be
taken out as well,

“This whole rescrvesr
area has magor water |s-
suen,” Genham sald, “Peo-
phe have planted treos 1o
stk wp the exer water,
and we'to concorned
about whiat will happen
onee they se gome.™

Which hrngs up anoth-
ov question i the Make
No Scase departsent
Lexingron Us undet 2 $590
milliom consent decvee
with the EPA Socame s
stormywater and sewes
systems had poticn so bad
they neoded to be -
placed. As the ciry re-
i s sewers, one of the
bont things that residents

cam do o slow sturmewater
B, you pucssed it, plast
maore [Tees.

Dine Layson bas Bved
in the Lake's Edge neigh
borhood foe more thas 30
yeurs. la 2007, KU sock
our a bot of trees oo put in
the bigger meeal poles to
sappont the transmission
Bise. Burying e Xaes was
100 cxpexsive. Thoy gave
the nesghborhood
$30,000 10 plast replace-
ment trees with the only
mulo betg thae chey aot
grow hgher tham M) foet
The transnaion lae &
abowe 80-65 foer abowe
the neghbochood. So now
KU is abost 10 clenr it
$30,000 worth of 1rees
they peid fou, which s an
intcscaring strategy for a
forpeofit company.

“It's a really unbelicw-
able, devastating siua-
toa,” Layson sadd "We
have bocn very pood sew-
ards of our noghborhood,
we've dose w0 much o
make our nefghbochood as
park-liko and beautiful as
we can, and they lscrally
st wWanl o mew every
thing down.”

Layson's growg is meer
g with KU on Thussday,
and I noebuing Is resobved,
e eaid, they've got 2
Mawyer i the wings.

Lawsults seem extreme,
bt thar may be what x
talics. Everyoae undes-
stands the noed foc clee
mcity, overyons undor-
staads that some trees
need 8o be cut doswn be
canse they might iatezfere
with sald eloctoicity, Bt
there is absoliecly no
reason bo use such & bilan-
kot spproach on o many
and varied fypes of trees.
Numeron homeowners
kave offorod %o pay for
pruaing themselves, ia-
scad of losing the ennsc
tree Warbara Wherlock,
wiho lives oo Manor Read,
adores an ol aad spread.
mg clme oee that barddy
comes near the kmcs, She
ofTered wo get it irimmed,
The answer was no.

“This tree s a troasure,”
e xaidd, “It's et tidiow
Sous, thee's no eanthly
reason why | can't trim
this tree back™

As i most things, come
promaiee is the answer
Homeouwnerns ace willlng
10 do it “Our encrgics go
0 serve you," KU says
right theae on ity wehadte,
Wiell, scrve us by coapen.
misng om e face of oux
oxyRea-producing, car-
bon- eating, water ahaoth.
oy, llood prevesting
troos. Mt's the beast 2 good
corporato citizen can deo,
Livda ackpord (855)
2R1-1889, govhbda; Gfard

Oplnion comtont frame symibicated swerces mury be trimmed from the originel lengeh to fie avellahle spoace.



NO VOICE

I spent a morning freezing on Lansdowne Drive in an
effort to stop the totally useless and devastating tree
removal. [ wasn’t alone; there were some well known
Lexingtonians there with us. All to no avail. Kentucky
Utilities can do whatever it wants. The trees they were
taking down were probably 20 or 30 feet under the
wires. They had been specifically planted under an
agreement with previous KU owners because they were
fruit trees which do not grow very tall. The tree cutters
put their ugly red crosses on everything that lived, in-
cluding low lying bushes, which just illustrates the
scorched earth policy of this company (which is not
owned in our state but is out of state). A representative
from KU who was there said “a committee, including
arborists” had decided on which trees to cut. When
asked for specifics, or to meet with said arborist, he just
turned and walked away. Then they called the police to
arrest anyone who stood near the trees to prevent the
cutting and arrested one of the organizers.

Why on earth is a “public utility” not owned by the
public. If that is socialism then bring it on. At least we
would have someone in our community with whom we
could discuss these things.

Judy Harvey, Lexington

REMOVAL POINTLESS

I regret that I was not standing with Laura
Zimmerman during the ill advised cutting of trees by
Kentucky Utilities in the Lansdowne median. If there
had been 500 people standing in opposition, perhaps
the outcome would have been different. I wonder if that
is what it will take for KU to listen to local government
officials who represent the people of Lexington when
they make sound, reasonable recommendations regard-
ing tree cutting.

Although KU has a responsibility for maintaining
transmission lines to avoid power outages, the Lans-
downe debacle was totally unnecessary. The trees that
were removed were appropriate for the location and
would have never endangered the transmission lines. It
will be interesting to see how the trees KU promised to
provide as replacements will be an improvement. Qur
community needs to stand together as we continue the
pressure on KU to make reasonable decisions about tree
removal.

William Farnau, Lexington



CONTACT LEGISLATORS

I have sent emails to the editors of the Philadelphia
Inquirer and the Philadelphia Daily News asking if
Kentucky Utilities’ parent company PPL Corp. has been
conducting the clear-cutting campaign in Philly like
they are here and to alert them to what’s coming if it’s
not yet in force.

I have also sent emails to our local state representa-
tives. They are: Killian.Timoney@Irc.ky.gov, Daniel.Fis-
ter@lrc.ky.gov, Phillip.Pratt@Irc.ky.gov, Kel-
ly.Flood @lrc.ky.gov, Matthew.Koch@lrc.ky.gov, Ruth-
Ann.Palumbo@lrc.ky.gov,, George.Brown@lrc.Ky.gov,
Cherlynn.Stevenson@Irc.ky.gov, Susan.West-
rom@Irc.Ky.gov.

Set up these names in a draft email once. Then the
next time you think it’s too hard to contact your repre-
sentatives, open that draft, copy the names in the “TO”
field into a new email . . . and have at it! Do the same
with the names of our state senators. They respond
quickly and with interest. It’s our government. Don’t
complain if you haven’t exercised the very easy contact
option that we have at our fingertips.

Janet Piechowski, Lexington



