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This report is submitted to 
the  Governor and the 
General  Assembly as 

directed by KRS 146  and 
418 KAR relating to the 

Office  of Kentucky Nature 
Preserves and the  

Kentucky Heritage Land  
Conservation Fund. 

Kentucky Heritage 
Land Conservation 
Fund Board 

Zack Couch, Chairman 
Representing the Office of  Kentucky 
Nature Preserves 

Hugh Archer, Vice Chairman 
Representing environmental  
organizations 

Robert Myers 
Representing the Department of Parks 

Derek Beard 

Representing the Kentucky 
Department of Fish and Wildlife 
Resources 

Dr. Shannon Galbraith-Kent 

Representing Kentucky Academy  of 
Sciences 

Doug McLaren 

Representing agricultural interests 

Thomas Ballinger 

Representing League of Kentucky  
Sportsmen 

James (Jim) Cable 

Representing Kentucky  Department 
of Natural Resources 

Charlotte McCoy 

Representing citizens of the  
Commonwealth with experience in  
land acquisition 
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Letter from KHLCF Chairman 

Zack Couch 
Chairman, Kentucky Heritage Land 
Conservation Fund Board 

It is with great excitement and gratitude 
that the Kentucky Heritage Land 
Conservation Fund Board provides this 
annual report. 

Over the 36-year history of the Kentucky 
Heritage Land Conservation Fund 
(KHLCF), we have funded the acquisition 
of nearly 100,000 acres in 70 counties. 
Because of this investment, Kentuckians 
and visitors alike have access to explore 
and enjoy our natural areas. Numerous 
state agencies and county governments 
have leveraged the KHLCF to provide local 
access for hiking, hunting, and fishing. 
Multiple colleges and universities have 
used the KHLCF to acquire areas for 
student research and education. All of this 
is the result of the General Assembly’s 
investment in conserving Kentucky 
through the KHLCF. 

This investment continues. A general fund 
appropriation of $2 million in 2024 funded 
projects in Hardin, Trimble, Estill, 
Breathitt, and Jefferson counties. 

Another general fund appropriation of $6 million in FY28 will provide funding to further 
address the KHLCF project backlog. 

Applicants submit multiple new projects for the Kentucky Heritage Land Conservation 
Fund Board to review and approve at each meeting. With each successful project, the goal 
of acquiring at least one property in each county and conserving over 100,000 total acres 
becomes a reality. 

I hope this report inspires you to get outdoors and enjoy one of the many areas acquired 
through the Kentucky Heritage Land Conservation Fund.   

With appreciation for your commitment, 

Zack Couch 

Chairman, Kentucky Heritage Land 
Conservation Board 
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KHLCF Mission & Highlights 
The KHLCF is the primary source of state funding for the purchase of natural areas and is  
committed to protecting and conserving our Commonwealth’s precious natural areas for  
enjoyment by this and future generations.  

The 1990 Kentucky Heritage Land Conservation 
Act established the Kentucky Heritage Land 
Conservation Fund (KHLCF) to conserve 
Kentucky's natural beauty. Each property 
funded by the KHLCF is protected in perpetuity 
by a conservation easement or deed 
restriction. Priorities for property acquisitions 
including: 

◦ natural areas that possess unique features 
such as habitat for rare and endangered 
species 

◦ areas important to migratory birds 

◦ areas that perform important natural 
functions subject to alteration or loss 

◦ areas to be preserved in their natural state 
for public use, outdoor recreation and 
education 

The fund is managed by the 9-member 
Kentucky Heritage Land Conservation Fund 
Board. Revenue for the fund comes from the 
state portion of the unmined minerals tax, 

environmental fines, sale of Kentucky nature 
license plates, and interest. License plate 
sales are one of the largest sources of 
revenue for the fund and though sales have 
been consistent for the past nine years, sales 
were only a third of what they were when 
they peaked in 2004. In an effort to increase 
KHLCF license plate sales, the board 
approved three new license plates that went 
on sale late 2025. For FY2026, license plate 
sales were over $500,000, the highest they 
have been since 2012 when the previous 
plates were reintroduced. 

Furthermore, one project consisting of 466 
acres was purchased this year utilizing the $2 
million appropriated by the Kentucky General 
Assembly in 2025. Five more projects are in 
the process of being purchased using the 
same appropriation. The General Assembly 
has appropriated an additional $6 million 
beginning next fiscal year which the board is 
excited to allocate for projects that have the 
greatest benefit to the Commonwealth. 
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KHLCF Projects and Acquisitions
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The KHLCF board approved eight projects in FY2026 (denoted in the table below with an 
asterisk) bringing the total number of active projects to 18. One project was acquired in 
FY2026. This project was financed utilizing the $2 million that the Kentucky General 
Assembly allocated to the KHLCF in FY2025. 

* properties approved in FY2026

Pending Owner Approval

Pending Owner Approval

Pending Owner Approval

Pending Owner Approval

Pending Owner Approval



KHLCF Purchased Properties 
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