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Which of these 
students do you 
think has a 
disability? 
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Thanks, Mom (& Dad!)



Context



30% Disengaged 
one year out from high 

school
http://www.kypso.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/2018-Annual-Report.pdf



Transition to 
College

2014-17: 17-18% of students 
w/IEPs

2014-2018: 51.5-56%
w/o IEPs

https://www.kyschoolreportcard.com/organization/20/tr
ansition_readiness/transition_to_adult_life/transition?year=2018

https://www.kypso.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/2019-Annua
l-YOYO-Report-2.pdf

https://www.kyschoolreportcard.com/organization/20/tr


The Disability Pay Gap
https://www.air.org/resource/uneven-playing-field-lack-equal-pay-people-disabilities



All Means All

“Making dual-credit programs 
accessible to all Kentucky 
students is a priority for my 
administration because it gives 
students a jump start on their 
postsecondary education path, 
whether that is a four-year 
university or technical school, 
and their careers.”

Gov. Andy Beshear, 2/27/2020

https://kentucky.gov/Pages/Activity-stream.aspx?n=EducationCabinet&prId=3
91



104,359
Students w/IEPs 2019-20



>65%
In General Ed Most of the Day



>98%
Will Graduate with a Regular Diploma



2019 Dual Credit Completion

612 students

28,476 students

Source: 
https://www.kyschoolreportcard.com/organization/20/educational_opportunity/advanced_coursework/dual_credit?year=2019



Definition

https://education.ky.gov/educational/AL/dc/Pages/default.aspx



Source: KY State Report Cards for all years.



Barriers

Assumptions About Ability

Lack of Reporting; Not On Our 
Radar

Lack of Exposure

Limiting Practices

Assumptions About Policy



https://www.inclusionev
olution.com/least-danger
ous-assumption/



Regulatory 
Framework:
Secondary



What’s Needed

Assume Ability

Bake In Consideration

Communicate Opportunities to All 
Students

Clarify/clean up definitions!

Update Practices to Ensure They Are 
Equitable

Make Compliance the Expectation, 
Not the Destination



Re-Imagine Special Education


