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The Problem
Children are not prepared to start 
Kindergarten.

• Basic Skills—alphabet, numbers & colors

• Other Skills—Using utensils, interacting 
with others, appropriately expressing 
their feelings, etc.

• Brigance Scores

• Where We Started: 49.4%

• Growth: 54.8%

• COVID Impact: 43.7%

• Post COVID: 51.4%
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• Rapid Growth: Brain size doubles in first year & 
reaches 90% of adult size by age 5.

• For a child born normally, the only organ not 
fully developed is the brain. All that happens in 
the first five years that wires the neurons and 
determines what the brain will be.

• Early brain development provides the 
foundation for future learning, problem-solving 
and intellectual capacity.

• What families do at home to support literacy is 
more important to student success than family 
income or education.

The Foundation for Children



• Not being ready for Kindergarten impacts the rest 
of their life. . .  their classmates & ours!

• Behavior: Unprepared children are 7 times more 
likely to be suspended or expelled in later grades.

• Literacy: 85% of all juveniles who interact with the 
court system are considering low-literate & 70% of 
adult inmates cannot read at 4th grade level.

• Early education helps ensure development of skills 
& qualifications needed for higher-skill 
occupations. 

• Lower Tax Revenue: Lower employment and 
earning potential translates to lower tax revenue 
for the government.

Impact of Unprepared 
Kindergarteners
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Kindergarten Readiness is the single best outcome 
determinant for future education & financial success.

If a child is not reading at 
grade level by the time 
he/she is in 3rd grade, 
he/she is four times more 
likely to not graduate from 
high school.

And, if the child is from a 
low-income household, 
he/she is six times more 
likely to not graduate from 
high school. 

High school drop-outs are 
63 times more likely to end 
up incarcerated in their life 
time.



We Asked Local Educators 
what has the most impact on 
Kindergarten Readiness. . . 
And This Is What They Told Us.

• Involve parents in their child’s learning

• Teach parents how to utilize everyday 
moments to create learning 
opportunities

• Provide parents mentors to help them 
help their children



The Solution 

In-Home Parent Educators

• Engaging children & parents

• Using everyday moments to teach 
counting, gross & fine motor skills, 
accountability, etc.

• Voluntary Program: Parents are engaged 
because they want to be better 
parents/teachers to their children.



86%
Children Deemed 

Kindergarten Ready

Local In-Home Parent 
Education Program 
Results
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• Grassroots fundraising based on feedback from local 
educators about the needs and impact on classrooms when 
children are not ready.

• Current Focus Areas: Allen, Logan & Warren counties

• Committed to 3 years of funding for 4 additional staff 
(currently)

• To date raised over $1 million from businesses, individuals, 
and foundations.



• Funding: $600,000 per year for 2 years

• Increase Parent Educators in Barren River Area

• 1 FTE in each county: Allen Co, Butler Co, Edmonson Co, Hart 
Co, Logan Co, Metcalfe Co, Monroe Co & Simpson Co

• 2 FTE in each county: Barren Co & Warren Co

• Annually 360 families & 660 children served

• Broader Vision of successful foundation to support growth & 
expansion throughout the Commonwealth.

The Request




