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TOURISM, MEETING & CONVENTION 
MARKETING FUND

2



TOURISM INVESTMENT FOR FY2025-26

AGENCY/ORGANIZATIONS FY2025 FY2026

TAH: Tourism Meeting and 
Convention Marketing Fund

$20,000,000 $24,000,000

Kentucky Mountain Regional 
Recreation Authority

$1,750,000 $1,250,000

National Quilt Museum $500,000

Southern Kentucky Tourism 
Initiative 

$500,000

TOTAL Appropriation $22,750,000 $25,250,000
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FY2020 - $12,848,151 FY2021 - $9,631,015 FY2022 - $16,330,819 FY2023 - $19,124,601 FY2024 - $21,003,626

TRANSIENT ROOM TAX GROWTH 2020-24



Tourism Funding
“Circle of Life”



Responsibilities:

• Marketing & Advertising

o Pillars:  Horses, Bourbon, Outdoors, Music, Arts, Food & Drink, History

o Calendar 2024 placed $12.5 million paid media

• Tourism Development

o 2024 was a record-breaking year with 10 approved projects with an estimated 
$256 million in investment.

• Public Relations/Communications

o Ongoing earned media and PR efforts resulted in more than 2.2 billion 
impressions worldwide in 2024.

• International Marketing

o Primary markets are the UK, Germany, France, Canada and Mexico.

• Regional Marketing & Matching Funds 

• Trade Shows

KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT OF TOURISM



2024 MARKETING CAMPAIGN

Rich Media OOH-Billboard

Digital Banners

Video/TV

Print-2 page spread

Interactive Digital video

Expedia











TOURISM FUNDING
“CIRCLE OF LIFE”



QUESTIONS?


