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TOURISM INVESTMENT FOR FY2025-26

AGENCY/ORGANIZATIONS FY2025 FY2026
TAH: Tourism Meeting and

Convention Marketing Fund »20,000,000 | 524,000,000
Kentuck.y I\/Iountalp Regional §1750,000 |$1.250,000
Recreation Authority

National Quilt Museum S500,000

So.u.th.ern Kentucky Tourism $500,000

Initiative

TOTAL Appropriation $22,750,000 | $25,250,000




TRANSIENT ROOM TAX GROWTH 2020-24
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Tourism Funding
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KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT OF TOURISM

Responsibilities:
 Marketing & Advertising
o Pillars: Horses, Bourbon, Outdoors, Music, Arts, Food & Drink, History
o Calendar 2024 placed $12.5 million paid media
* Tourism Development

o 2024 was a record-breaking year with 10 approved projects with an estimated
$256 million in investment.

* Public Relations/Communications

o Ongoing earned media and PR efforts resulted in more than 2.2 billion
impressions worldwide in 2024.

* International Marketing

o Primary markets are the UK, Germany, France, Canada and Mexico.
* Regional Marketing & Matching Funds
* Trade Shows
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ECONOMIC IMPACTS
KEY FINDINGS

VISITOR SPENDING

In 2023, 79.3 million visitors spent $9.7 billion on goods and services in Kentucky. Visitor
volume grew by 4.5% while spending increased 9.3%. Gas prices eased in 2023 but
increases in labor and input costs contributed to spending growth

TOTAL ECONOMIC IMPACT

Visitor spending of $9.7 billion generated a total economic impact of $13.8 billion in
Kentucky in 2023 including $4.0 billion in indirect and induced impacts. This total
economic impact sustained 95,222 jobs and generated $1.0 billion in state and local tax
revenues in 2023.

¢ $13.8 BILLION

{g} Total Economic Impact of Tourism in Kentucky in 2023
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All Economic Impact reports

including county level numbers can
be found under Tourism Resources

kentuckytourism.com/Industry

$5.173 " billion
$533.7 billion

million '
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million ./ million




$9.2 MILLION

In advertising
Investment

$1 invested

$49 in direct visitor spending
$4 in tax revenue
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