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GAL/Court Appointed Counsel (CAC) 
Appointments
o Finance & Administration Cabinet is statutorily responsible for 11 statutes that 

provide a fee to the GAL or CAC appointed by the court.

• The fee on the following appointments to be paid shall not exceed $500:

KRS 620.100 •GAL or CAC appointed to serve as attorney for DNA cases.

KRS 625.0405, .041 •GAL or CAC appointed to serve in voluntary termination of parental rights (TPR) cases.

KRS 625.080 •GAL or CAC appointed to service in involuntary TPR cases.

KRS 202B.210 •GAL appointed to a commitment case.

KRS 199.502 •CAC appointed in an adoption case.

KRS 456.040(1)(a) •GAL appointed in a dating violence and abuse, sexual assault, or stalking case. 

KRS 403.730(1)(a) •GAL appointed to a domestic violence and abuse case. 

KRS 26A.140 •GAL appointed to a child victim case. 

KRS 311.732(3)(c),(6) •GAL appointed in a minor abortion case



GAL/CAC Appointments (Continued)

• There is not a maximum fee on the following appointment:

KRS 403.100 

•GAL for respondent who is incarcerated for a conviction pursuant 
to KRS Chapter 507, 508, 509, or 510, where petitioner was the 
victim.  



Guardian Ad Litem (GAL)
▪ The Guardian Ad Litem program has significantly improved operational efficiency 

under the Office of Budget and Fiscal Management. 
▪ Attorney payments are now processed daily, and advanced tracking mechanisms provide 

detailed reporting. 

▪ Increased receipt of payment requests via email has streamlined processes and enhanced 
efficiency. 

▪ Designated 4 full-time employees, ensures 100% focus on program operations. This 
personnel cost is funded within the existing General Administration appropriation.

▪ Proper staffing and training have eliminated backlog, and duplicated payment requests can 
now be accurately identified. 

▪ Daily management review of eMARS reports further strengthen oversight and accountability.



GAL Processing Data

Fiscal Year
Total Annual 
Expenditures

Total Annual 
Documents 
Processed 

Annual  
Participating 

Attorneys

2021 $11,346,448 23,773 701

2022 $12,926,271 26,838 689

2023 $12,733,292 26,317 688

2024 $12,606,918 25,898 636

2025 (YTD) $7,970,228 16,403 579



Guardian Ad Litem (GAL)

On a Weekly Basis:
▪ The Internal Accounting Branch receives approximately 881 forms.

▪ The case numbers and reporting mechanisms are utilized to identify duplicate forms 
submitted.

▪ Approximately 260 duplicates forms are received.

▪ Approximately 66 incomplete/inaccurate forms are returned.

▪ Approximately 525 payments processed.

GAL staff strives to process all payments within the requirements of 
KRS 45.453.



• All forms must be completed accurately

• Must be signed by the attorney, judge, and 
have an “entered” stamp from the court.



Guardian Ad Litem (GAL)

How are payments processed?

▪ Request for payment must be submitted on a specified form
▪ This form can be submitted by email (67%), mail (32%), or by fax (1%).

▪ Each form undergoes a pre-audit to ensure accuracy and completeness.
▪ If the form does not meet the pre-audit requirement, it must be returned to the 

applicable attorney for correction(s) and resubmission before payment can be processed.

▪ All payment information is entered into eMARS.
▪ Each payment is thoroughly reviewed before final approval in eMARS.

▪ Upon final approval a check/electronic fund transfer is issued.


