 Representative Susan Witten
From: Julie Gray, DVM , HumaneVMA State Rep
Date: January 13, 2026
Subject: Support for HB 212 – A Vital Step in Addressing Kentucky’s Veterinary Shortage 
 I am writing to express my firm support for House Bill 212. As we navigate the 2026 legislative session. It is very important that we take immediate steps to reduce the impact of the veterinary shortage currently straining Kentucky’s pet owners and animal welfare organizations.
My support for this bill is rooted in years of hands-on experience in two very different, but equally demanding, environments. Having worked in a high-volume private veterinary practice, I have seen families wait weeks for a basic appointment because the veterinarian was tied up with routine tasks—like rabies injections—that a licensed veterinary technician (LVT) is more than qualified to perform. This delay isn't just an inconvenience; it leaves pets unprotected and puts public health at risk.
Furthermore, my experience in a shelter housing hundreds of animals at a time has shown me the true urgency of this legislation. In a shelter environment, the sheer volume of animals requiring vaccination is staggering. When only a veterinarian can administer these shots, it creates a massive logistical bottleneck. In a setting where every minute of a veterinarian’s time should be spent on life-saving surgeries or treating sick and injured arrivals, using that time for routine injections is an inefficient use of a scarce resource.
HB 212 would allow licensed technicians to administer rabies vaccines under direct supervision, which would:
· Save Lives: By freeing veterinarians to perform more high-volume spay/neuter surgeries and emergency medical interventions.
· Increase Capacity: Shelters could move animals through the intake process more quickly, allowing for faster adoptions and higher live-release rates.
· Address the Shortage: It empowers LVTs to work at the top of their license, easing the burden on Kentucky’s exhausted veterinary workforce.
In 2026, we must recognize that a licensed technician is a highly trained medical professional. By passing HB 212, you are not just changing a rule; you are providing the tools necessary to save precious veterinary time and, ultimately, save more animal lives across the Commonwealth.

Sincerely,
Julie Gray, DVM
HumaneVMA State Representative
