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The White House Council of Economic Advisors 
recently estimated the annual cost of the opioid 

crisis to the nation’s economy at more than 
$500 billion.

Source: Kentucky Chamber “Opioid Abuse in Kentucky” Report, 2019
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Addiction is a public health crisis.
Volunteers of America is on the front lines.

We are national leaders in 
the care of those working to 
overcome substance use 
disorder.  We provide 
comprehensive care to men, 
including veterans.  



Freedom House is 
a two-generation 
solution that treats 
both moms and babies



CULTURE – Case for Change
Facts about the impact of prescription 

drugs on US employers

71%
… have been affected in some way by 
employee use of prescription drugs

47%
… have experienced absenteeism or 

impaired worker performance

26%
… have experienced a near-miss/injury, 

overdose or arrest

Source: National Employer Survey - Prescription Drugs & The US, 2017



Training – Ability to Spot Warning Signs of RX Drug Abuse  

24%
Employers offer 

workplace 
training
about 

prescription 
drugs 
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KENTUCKY OPIOID RESPONSE 
PROGRAM FOR BUSINESS
• Hiring of Employment Specialists

• Engage the Kentucky Chamber business community, Kentucky Society 
for Human Resource Management (KYSHRM), Local Chambers of 
Commerce

• Connection to 24-Hour Recovery Specialist in Kentucky Career Centers



KENTUCKY OPIOID RESPONSE 
PROGRAM FOR BUSINESS
• Alignment with the Talent Pipeline Management Network

• Collection and sharing of aggregate baseline data to guide Kentucky’s 
ongoing efforts to help recover the workforce and engage the 
business community

• Hosting of Employer Technical Assistance Clinics across Kentucky



KENTUCKY OPIOID SUMMIT 2019


