
Kentucky in Competitive 
Context 



Global Interdependence 
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Global Unemployment Rates- 4 Years 
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Budget Balance as a % of GDP 
 By Country 2014 
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Budget Balance as a % of GDP 
 By Country  2011 & 2014 
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Southern States 1-Year  
Employment Changes December 2013 to December 2014  
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Southern States 1-Year  
Manufacturing Employment Changes Dec 2013 to Dec 2014 

Source: U.S. BLS, Jan 2015 Measured Dec 2013- Dec 2014 





Kentucky 1-Year  
 Employment Changes Dec 2013 to Dec 2014 

Source: U.S. BLS, Jan 2015 Measured Dec 2013- Dec 2014 



Real Wage Change 
 2004-2013 
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Real Change in Median Household Income 
 2004-2013 
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Change in Real GDP Per Capita  
2004-2013 
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Employment Growth 
 2004-2013 
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Percentage Population Change 
2000-2013 
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Percentage Population  25-44 Change 
2000-2013 
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Percentage Change in Violent Crime Rate 
2008-2012 
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% High-tech Establishments of Total 

Source:  



State Debt as a % of State GDP (2012) 
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Urbanization 







 



Source: Atlantic Cities, March 28, 2014 



Source: Atlantic Cities, March, 2014 



Half of the US Population Lives in these 146 Counties 

SOURCE: BUSINESS INSIDER 2013 WALTER HICKEY AND JOE WEISENTHAL 

http://www.businessinsider.com/author/walter-hickey
http://www.businessinsider.com/author/joe-weisenthal


 States % of Population Rural & Small Cities 
2010 

 

Source: U.S. Census 2010, Daily Yonder 2012 



The Individual Focus 
Workforce Conundrum for Places 

Place Trains 
Talent   

Talent Seeks 
Job 
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The Technology Conundrum 



McKinsey & Company 
Disruptive Technologies: May 2013 

Energy Mobile Internet 

Advanced Materials Next Generation Genomics 

Robotics, Cloud, Digital-intel, 3D Printing 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=Advanced+Material+Photos&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=W926SIb7bXsLFM&tbnid=VrqbOv6DizC5MM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.autopressnews.com/2009/04/Porsche/Panamera_technologies.shtml&ei=MeGpUcOQJobE9gTS-YGQCQ&bvm=bv.47244034,d.eWU&psig=AFQjCNEPdyLap40BsRWhh5EweHfOa3jA7w&ust=1370174077215037


Source: Business Insider, The Economist, 2014 















The Rising Talent (Skills) Bar to 
Compete 









What % of Jobs, in America, in 
2022 will require a Bachelor’s 

Degree or more?  



Source: BLS, June 2014 



Can the Skills of the Talent Pool Keep Up 
With the Demand for Skills? 

Are the demands of businesses 
rising faster than the abilities of 
the average worker with average 
intelligence, average skills and 
average motivation? 

Source: No source, I made this up 



Demographics 



The Changing Face of America 
1960-2060 

Source: The Next America, Paul Taylor 



 



The Nature of Work 





o Multicultural and 
multiracial America 
 

o Advanced logistics 
 

o Genetic medicine 



o Reinvented community 

o Education reinvention 

o Wearable tech 

o AI 



o Inequity 
 
Climate Change 
 
Social activism  







Follow on twitter 
@tedabernathy  

or  

LinkedIn Ted Abernathy 

“ Leadership and learning are 
indispensable to each other.”  
                            John F. Kennedy 

ted@econleadership.com 


