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Events

6 new events were added this year to the 
already 200 annual events. 

The Park hosted its first ever horse show, The 
Kentucky Horse Park Spring Opener.
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Equitana Germany
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Equitana Germany | Hop Top Show
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Campground

The Kentucky Horse Park Campground 
welcomes an average 40,000 campers
each year.

Campers from all 50 states and Canada

Kentucky residents account for 44% of reservations

Total number of nights: 44,108

Average length of stay: 3 nights
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Group Tours

176 tour groups from 35 states and Canada 
brought over 6,000 guests.
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Online Ticketing 
Solution

Daily, Annual and Parking passes will 
be available at KYHorsePark.com 
early August through Kentucky Interactive 
and YourPassNow.gov



10

kyhorsepark.com
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Our Histor y
F o r  3 5  y e a r s ,  T h e  C e n t e r  h a s  m a i n t a i n e d  i t s  

s i n g l e  t r u e  m i s s i o n ,  s i n c e  g r o u n d  w a s  

b r o k e n  a t  5 0 1  W e s t  M a i n  S t r e e t  i n  D o w n t o w n  

L o u i s v i l l e .

• 1980: The KY General Assembly and Gov. John Y. Brown developed 

a plan to build the $33.5 million Kentucky Center for the Arts  

• They rejected previous plans in which the state would underwrite 

the entire cost of the project and embraced a concept to create a 

public-private partnership 

“Completion of The Kentucky Center is the end of 

one great adventure. The Center’s cultural 

contributions in the years ahead will, I believe, 

extend beyond all of our imaginations.” 

- Wendell Cherry
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Governance

Kentucky Center for the Arts Corp

• Established in 1980 as a 501 C-3 to promote the growth 

and development of the arts, while serving as a catalyst for 

tourism and talent attraction

• Board of Directors appointed by the Governor

• Administratively attached to the Tourism, Arts, and Heritage 

Cabinet 

• Created to supervise construction of The Kentucky Center 

for the Arts – in conjunction with the Finance and 

Administration Cabinet – to provide all management 

functions for the facility and for any other property acquired 

or leased pursuant to its powers 

• Kentucky Center is not included in the state’s personnel or 

pension systems and is considered a component unit of the 

Commonwealth
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Contributed Income, $2,681,716 
(10%)

Funded thru Center Operations, 
$17,425,236 

(68%)

GSA State Appropriation, 
$558,300 

(2%)

State Maintenance Pool, $160,000 
(1%)

Transit Room Tax, $4,749,903 
(19%)

Sources of  Funds

FY20 Budget

• FY 1983 Budget $3,000,000

• FY 2020 Budget: $25,415,155

• 2008/2009 : $8,954,000  Major 

Maintenance Renovation

• 2014/2015:  $2,200,000  Roof 

Replacement



15

The Kentucky Center

Whitney Hall-2,450 seats

Bomhard Theater-619 seats

MeX Theater-138 seats

Brown Theatre on Broadway

1,441 seats

Old Forester’s Paristown Hall

2,000 person standing room

Fami ly  of  Venues
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Old Forester ’s  Par istown Hal l

• Part of a Larger $32 M dollar development project that is receiving Tourism Tax Incentives.  

Paristown Preservation Trust is the larger developer.

• Kentucky Center Corp is anchor tenant operating a $12 M standing room venue.

• Venue financed through private donations and private commercial loan with guaranteed payments 

coming from the Foundation.

• Will attract national music artists that are currently bypassing the region and serve as a non 

traditional performance venue for local and regional arts organizations.  

• Will attract local, regional, and national audiences.

• Venue will open to the public on July 23

No state dollars were used to build Old Forester’s Paristown Hall
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Per formances ,  Events ,  Conferences  and Convent ions
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The Kentucky Center’s nationally recognized Education and Community Arts Programs – ArtsReach, Arts 

in Healing School Programs and Governor’s School for the Arts provide hands-on arts instruction, 

performance opportunities and ticket subsidies to ensure the arts are accessible to all. Through these 

programs, the Center reaches out to every county in the Commonwealth

Statewide Outreach
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• Founded in 1987

• More than 6,200 graduates, serving all of 

Kentucky’s 120 counties 

• Throughout it’s 32 year history, GSA has been 

hosted at Bellarmine University, Centre College 

and Transylvania University

• Currently, at the University of Kentucky

The Kentucky  Center  Governor ’s  Schoo l  fo r  the  Ar ts
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98% of GSA students attend college 92% receive a scholarship, 

averaging $20K

59% enrolled in Kentucky based college/university

Schools Offering Scholarships to GSA Students:

• Art Academy of Cincinnati

• Asbury University

• Bellarmine University

• Campbellsville University

• Centre College

• DePauw University School of 

Music

• Eastern Kentucky University

• Georgetown College

• Kansas City Art Institute

• Kentucky College of Art + Design 

at   Spalding University

• Kentucky State University

• Kentucky Wesleyan College

• Lindsey Wilson College

• Marlboro College

• Midway University

• Morehead State University

• Murray State University

• Northern Kentucky University

• Salem College

• Spalding University 

• Thomas More College

• Transylvania University

• University of Indianapolis

• University of Kentucky 

• University of Louisville

• University of Pikeville

• University of Southern Indiana

• Watkins College of Art, Design & 

Film

• Western Kentucky University

The Kentucky  Center  Governor ’s  Schoo l  fo r  the  Ar ts
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• FY20 budget $1,248,783.00

• GSA serves 256 Kentucky students annually, but twice that are qualified

• This year, we received more than 2,000 applications

The Kentucky  Center  Governor ’s  Schoo l  fo r  the  Ar ts

STATE 
APPROPRIATION, 

$558,300 

EARNED REVENUES, 
$73,200 

CONTRIBUTED 
REVENUES, $617,288 

FY20 Budget
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GSA Alumnae are doing amazing things across the Commonwealth and nation

• Kevin Olusula, member of Grammy winning group 

Pentatonix, Daviess County

• Josh Bunch, Kentucky State Police Detective, Whitley 

County

• Kayla Rae Whitaker, author The Animators, Montgomery 

County

• Will Gump, Neurosurgeon at Kosair Children’s Hospital, 

Madison County

• LaNia Roberts, Featured Motivational Speaker, Jefferson 

County

• Alex Franke, Miss Kentucky, founded Adopt an Art non-

profit, Fayette County

• Nath Milburn, Animator for Nickelodeon, Boyle County

• Fowler Black, Sales Director of the Paducah Convention 

and Visitors Bureau, McCraken County

• Jim Higdon, author Cornbread Mafia, Marion County

The Kentucky  Center  Governor ’s  Schoo l  fo r  the  Ar ts



25 • 1,500 EVENTS 

• 500,000 PEOPLE A YEAR 

• 24% OF TICKETS SOLD TO 

PATRONS OUTSIDE OF 

KENTUCKY

• ALL KENTUCKY COUNTIES 

SERVED

ECONOMIC IMPACT

BROADWAY

$485,000,000 SINCE 1980

2018-19 BROADWAY SEASON 

ALONE CREATING $53,000,000 

IN LOCAL ECONOMIC IMPACT

Based on Touring Broadway League report that, on average, 

Broadway tours contribute an economic impact 3.3 times the 

gross ticket sales to the local metropolitan area’s economy
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L o o k i n g  to  t h e  Fu t u r e

• Increase the number of 

students served through GSA

• Invest in our Kentucky Center 

Master Plan

• Security

• Customer Experience

• Technology
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• The Kentucky Center is a 
symbol of our Commonwealth’s 
commitment to arts and culture.

• The Center drives economic 
development, stimulating the 
local economy, attracting 
tourists, and improving quality 
of place.

• Creates opportunities and 
pathways to success for young 
people.



28

THANK YOU!



kentuckycenter.org



Enhancing Two-Way 

Communications with the 

Kentucky Department of Fish 

and Wildlife Resources

Rich Storm
Commissioner



31

Today’s Topics

 Public Relations and Transparency

 Updates

 Asian Carp

 Chronic Wasting Disease

 Boater Safety

 Summer Camps

c



Public Relations and 

Transparency
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What Are Our Platforms?
c
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Raising Awareness, Building Support
 EXTERNAL COMMUNICATIONS

 Producing informational videos (25 videos, more than 350,000 Facebook views this year)

 Generating statewide news releases previewing committee and Commission meetings

 Post extended meeting agendas available on fw.ky.gov

 Recaps of quarterly Commission meetings distributed statewide

 Video archive of Committee, Commission meetings now available on fw.ky.gov

 Quarterly financial reports posted on fw.ky.gov

 Media contacts page on fw.ky.gov, media hotline and email (fwmedia@ky.gov)

 Re-imagined promotion of District Commission nomination meetings

 INTERNAL COMMUNICATIONS

 Email updates to department staff so they can better help answer the public’s questions

 SOCIAL MEDIA

c
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 What is it?

 In short, it’s a communications tool that 

can help us better reach and engage our 

customers and staff through electronic 

communications. Even better, we already 

subscribe to it.

 We’ve been using this service for 

marketing purposes with good success 

and are utilizing it more to deliver 

information to the public.

c
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Metrics
c
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Asian Carp
c
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Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD)
c
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Boater Safety
c
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2019 Boating Season
 Statistics

 19 deaths to date on Kentucky waters this season (47 in 2018)

 None of the 19 victims were wearing a life jacket

 HB 248

 New law gives Kentucky conservation officers added authority to make a boating under the 
influence arrest based on probable cause of operator intoxication, when an accident has caused 
property damage or physical injury.

 Key Messages

 Wearing a life jacket while on Kentucky’s lakes and streams can save your life and the lives of 
those you love.

 Kentucky law requires each occupant of a boat to have ready access to his or her own U.S. 
Coast Guard-approved personal flotation device, and children younger than 12 must wear a life 
jacket while in the open portion of a boat that is underway.

 We urge everyone on the water to wear U.S. Coast Guard-approved life jackets that are 
properly rated for weight and size.

c
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Summer Camps
c



fw.ky.gov



43

TOURISM, ARTS, & HERITAGE 
CABINET

Presentations to the 

Interim Joint Committee on 

Small Business, Tourism, and

Information Technology

Thursday, July 11, 2019

Kentucky Horse Park
Kentucky Center for the Performing Arts

Kentucky Dept. of Fish & Wildlife Resources


