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Today’s Topics

* Who We Are, What We Do
* Hunting and Fishing Trends
* Funding

* Agency Highlights

* How You Can Help




MISSION

Conserve, protect and enhance Kentucky’s

fish and wildlife resources and provide
outstanding opportunities for fishing,
hunting, trapping, boating, shooting sports,

wildlife viewing, and related activities



Agency of the Kentucky Tourism, Arts & Heritage Cabinet
e Volunteer 9-member Commission board; members nominated by
Kentucky anglers and hunters, appointed by the Governor, and

confirmed by the Senate

e The Commission recommends regulations, approves research, hires and
advises the Commissioner

e We employ about 600 full-time and seasonal staff

e Headquartered in Frankfort at the historic “Game Farm”, but most of our
staff work out of field offices across the state

e We serve all Kentuckians, and work with landowners, conservation and
recreation groups, and other stakeholders to achieve our mission
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FUNDING
Enforce hunting, fishing and boating laws across Kentucky for resource protection and public safety. USE
Own over 165,000 acres and manage with partners over 1-million acres of land and water for the 14%
18%

benefit of all fish and wildlife species and public access.

Stock 5 million fish annually in public waters.

Build and maintain public boat ramps, shooting ranges, fishing access areas, and other facilities. W WILDLIFE
m ADMINISTRATIVE
Assist over 16,000 private landowners with fish and wildlife habitat improvement. FISHERIES
INFORMATION & EDUCATION
Inform and educate youths and adults through education and outreach programs. B LAW ENFORCEMENT
m MARKETING
Restore streams and wetlands on private and public lands using special grants. TECHNOLOGY






Millions of dollars
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Tax Revenues from Participant Expenditures in Kentucky

Local & State - $344 Million/year Federal - $373 Million/year
S115 M
98 M
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*Participants:

*Participants: 1,200,000

1,319,000 TOTAL

ECONOMIC
IMPACT $1.9 BILLION

HUNTING 35.9
$1.5 BILLION BILLION

BOATING

i
*Participants: 554,000
347,000

*Participants:

Big Business in the Bluegrass State

» $5.9 Billion in total economic impact

e 70,000 jobs supported

e 1.5 Million + participants

* Kentucky tourism is an $11.8 billion industry
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Sources: 2019 US Fish and Wildlife License Sales Report & 2020 US Census Report



Resident Participants
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2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020*

==NR Fishing —NR Hunting

*Affected by COVID-19 Restrictions



Percent | Licenses | Percent of Total Average
Sold Sold Revenue Revenue |Per Capita
Residents 85% | 740,000 61% S19.4 M| S32
Non-Residents 15% | 140,000 39% S12.3 M| S112




How We are Funded

Boat
Registration
9%

% Funding Sources

Grants
License Sales 36%

48%
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Federal Excise Taxes

B Firearms
B Pistols
BAMMo
mArchery



Grants can be used for:

* Species management
* Population surveys

e Species research
 Hunter education

e Public land acquisition
 Habitat enhancement
e Shooting ranges
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Federal Excise Taxes

BlImport Duties
®mFishing Equipment
B Gas Motorboat

B Gas Small Engines

B Rods, Tackle Boxes &
Electric Motors
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Grants can be used for:

* Fish research

* Fish management

* Habitat improvement

e Education programs

* Boating/fishing access sites
* Hatcheries




DIVISIONS

FISHERIES

WILDLIFE

ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES

ENGINEERING, INFRASTRUCTURE & TECHNOLOGY

INFORMATION & EDUCATION

LAW ENFORCEMENT

MARKETING



Rowan County

Walleye Hybrid Striped Bass

Sauger Striped Bass

Saugeye Smallmouth Bass
Muskellunge Black Crappie

Franklin County

Sauger Blue Catfish

Saugeye Hybrid Catfish

Bluegill Alligator Gar
Redear Sunfish Lake Sturgeon

Channel Catfish

These two state hatcheries produce 4.5 million fish (150,000 Ibs.) / year

Russell County

LS.
FISH & WILDLIFE
SERVICE

Rainbow Trout
Brown Trout
Brook Trout

Cutthroat Trout

This federal hatchery produces
700,000 trout (250,000 lbs.) / year




Large-scale multi-year projects on large reservoirs coordinated by Fish Habitat Branch

* Involves a committee of anglers and other local partners

* Cave Run Lake, Carr Creek Lake, Barren River Lake

Smaller projects on many lakes statewide each year - natural and synthetic cover placement
Christmas Tree Recycling Program — public drop-off locations

Webpage with habitat maps; ability to download GPS points for fish finders




44 lakes in 28 counties - Easy access close to home
Lakes 1-50 acres in size

Frequently stocked through the year with harvestable fish: _ AN
v 123,600 Catfish The FINs program stocks

lakes throughout our

v' 120,000 Trout great state of Kentucky. [

Find one near you at

FW.EKY.GOV

Partnerships with local governments for maintenance/access




State-of-the-art experimental migration deterrent
» On loan from Fish Guidance Systems Ltd —
> Wall of sound, lights, and air bubbles Sound Contours
Downstream lock approach at Lake Barkley Dam \ ‘ A
Equipment sits on riverbed, barges pass over top e S (f @Mﬁl Bubble Curtai
: ubble Curtain

a 2

Multi-year evaluation through 2023
Passage evaluated with tagged Asian carp

-

Sound Projectors

On/off alternated weekly
Preliminary results are encouraging
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Established in 2002
Operates under federal authority (U.S. Army Corps of Engineers)

The program uses mitigation fund dollars held in trust in the state treasury solely for wetland and stream
mitigation.
* No department license dollars or state tax dollars are used to fund the program.

Mitigation fund receives monies from land development projects causing the permanent loss of streams and
wetlands.
 Under the federal Clean Water Act of 1972, development projects that cause permanent loss of streams
and wetlands require compensation in the form of mitigation projects to offset losses to stream and
wetland habitat.

Developers can provide the mitigation on their own or they can elect to use the FILO mitigation fund to meet
federal requirements.



To date, the department has improved and protected more than 130 miles of headwater streams and 39 acres of
wetland habitat through its FILO program.

Over 100 Kentucky companies have been put to work on these projects in dozens of local communities.
The program has mitigation projects covering more than 1.5-million feet of streams and 375 acres of wetlands in 48

counties in various phases of restoration.

*  Among these projects, 47 have been constructed, five are under construction, 17 are in the design phase, and

another 13 are new projects in the initial stage of securing easements or acquiring property for stream
restoration.




Supports vulnerable wildlife facing threats in
our state

Program created in 2018
6,656 members from 43 different states

Membership experiences with staff




Biologists and technicians provide assistance
upon request to landowners and residents with
bear issues to resolve bear conflicts

Natural repopulation and science-based
management has enabled sustainable hunter
harvest of bears

Bear population study across ~4 million acres in
Kentucky recently finished

Southeastern states partnered to develop the
BearWise.org website to help people learn to live
with bears

www baarwise org

—
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(BearWise)




KENTUCKY

RESOURCES

Private Lands Assistance

* 18 private lands biologists across the
state who provide technical guidance
free of charge

Public Access for Wildlife Recreation
« 165,000 acres owned by KDFWR

« 1.5 million acres open to the public
through partnerships



Manage 170 sites statewide

Bullock Pen Boat Ramp, Grant County
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New ramps or fishing access sites since 2019:

e Shawnee Park in Jefferson County

e Beulah Lake in Jackson County
e Bullock Pen in Grant County

e Conservation Camp Earl Wallace in Wayne
County

e Steele Branch in Franklin County

Shawnee Boat Ramp, Louisville



v/ McNeely Lake - Jefferson Co.

v~ Lake Reba - Madison Co.
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Customer focused

2.6 million unique visitors/year
19 million page views/year
50%+ of license sales online




MENTLLOKY

BE AFFILIATED WITH A BRAND
THAT SERVES 1 MILLION + CUSTOMERS
s AND ENJOYS AN 87%+ APPROVAL RATING.

> < INCREASE YOUR REACH AND SALES
BY ENGAGING, ACTIVATING AND
546,688 social media followers COUPONING OUR EXISTING USERS.
FACEBOOK TWITTER
KY Dupaetrnent of Fah & Wikdiifa IResources Y Deoparoment of Fish & Wildlife Resources EMA"' CAMPA|GNS
Kerttucky Alsld TV Soaloo Wikdlife Education Centor 400.000+ Emall Distribution List
Badmio VWIS Edocshon Canler Kontuoky Al
Wasbarm Keantsccy Misharnes Nomnwesten Fahedrdes Disanct
Ottor Crank Ouidone Recraabion Asmn Woessam Faheres Dbt
Baollace Wildlifte Management Area-KDFWR NOI essirn Fishanes Dot REG'STER Tu W|N
Y Finh and Wikdlife Lagacy Progeaems Soulbanataerm Fabarios Duinict
KY Becomng on CSutdoors Woman Southrvesstam Fisbwerden Ointricd Dot Base Buiklitg Pomotions
Y NASPF (National Archory i the Schooss Program) Cantosd Mahsnex g.-i‘c! 7,000 1 10,000 adtans jar oortest
Eaadern Mabhorios Oixtzic)
362,854 Followers Fisty Matchocias A 2
Y G A4S Filiowesrs Dun PAR EBS
I‘.I WIRED DUTDOORS 7 TODTH & CLAW TV
Facsbook Famns - 782 000
YouTubie - 2 Milkhon Viaws
YOUTUBE =T Raku - 230,000 Sabsarbers
KY Dupartmom of Fish & Wiklliln Resourcan INSTAGHAM Amaran Pros - 100 000 vierws
Maomucky Afiela oY Doparmmant of Fan & Wildhile Rosowcon (VER 5 MILLION
138,100 Followers 18,100 Followers

FACEBOOK VIDED VIEWS PER YEAR!
\ J . <!




Live Seminars

Salato Wildlife Education Center Facebook reached over 1.5 million viewers with sessions covering
everything from boating safety to a virtual tour of a fish hatchery

Virtual Conservation Camp

Conservation educators developed programs and videos that allowed youth to still learn about wildlife
conservation and safety from the comforts of their home

YouTube

Agency page was enhanced with new graphics and videos. We produced more than 50 informational
and/or educational videos highlighting different aspects of the department

Conservation Conversations
Nine virtual seminars were presented live on YouTube detailing conservation efforts by Kentucky Fish &

Wildlife from years past as well as ongoing projects

Teacher Resources
Salato Wildlife Education Center conservation educators developed online teacher resources. This allowed

for continued education for students learning from home

@ Salato Wildlife Education Center was live.

March 19, 2020 - @

SNAKES OF KENTUCKY

422 Comments 135 Shares

(J) Comment & Share

Most Relevant




Television Show

e Airs on KET in 7.5 million households weekly

e 26 million social media views in the last 2 years
e 200,000 monthly views on YouTube

e 70,000 monthly views on Roku TV

IKET YuWd RokuTv

Magazine

e Originally called Happy Hunting Ground 1945-1992
* Circulation of over 25,000 subscribers




40 of Hill’s paintings were exhibited
in the Capitol Rotunda in 2019

Rick Hill, staff artist Kentucky Fish and Wildlife since 1986,
illustrates for Kentucky Afield magazine and other publications




4,500 campers each summer from 4-6 grades

KDFWR has operated camps since 1950s!
v" Camp Currie - Marshall Co
v' Camp Wallace - Wayne Co
v' Camp Webb - Carter Co

Activities include: archery, gun safety, boating,
fishing, casting, swimming, nature study and
outdoor survival

Most campers earn their Hunter Education cards




| HUNTER EDUCATION CARD

In Kentucky, hunter education is required of nearly
all hunters born after 1974

Certify 2,000 - 4,000 people per year

In-person classes suspended March 2020 during
COVID-19 pandemic

Video Range Day option went live March 26

Certified 4,005 people using the Video Range Day
option during pandemic

In person classes returned in July 2021

S fa &
L VIREU




Boaters may borrow lifejackets FREE
Various sizes available at each station

Partnership with local governments and
community groups

Stations monitored and inspected regularly

First Stations:
v’ Beaver Lake in Anderson Co.
v’ Lake Reba in Madison Co.
v Mill Creek Lake in Monroe Co.
v" Phil Moore Park in Warren Co.
v' Romanza Johnson Park in Warren Co.



Here to listen and work with you
e Rich.Storm@Kky.gov; 502-892-4555

Help us attract talented, qualified staff
* Interested individuals should visit: personnel.ky.gov

Consider visiting us and participating in activities

Pension reform


mailto:Rich.Storm@ky.gov

Employer Pension Contribution Rates
(Non-Hazardous Employees):

1. KY 88%
2.IL 56%
3. MO 24%
4. TN 20%
5. WV 15%
6. VA 15%
7.0H 14%




m BOAT REGISTRATIONS
m GRANTS
Kentucky Fish and Wildlife is funded by user fees and LICENSE SALES
grants rather than state taxes. OTHER

You invest in conservation every time you:

Buy a hunting or fishing license for yourself or someone else
Take someone hunting or fishing

Buy a firearm, ammunition, or fishing or archery equipment
Register your boat %

Buy fuel f?r your boat | FUNDING
Send a child to conservation camp

Join Kentucky Wild SOURCES
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Questions?

Thank you!




