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Public Transit in Kentucky

• 3 Large Urban Systems

• 6 Small Urban Systems

– Ashland, Owensboro, Bowling Green, Elizabethtown & Henderson

• 26 Suburban and Rural Systems

– Suburban and rural systems provide transportation in nearly every 
county in the state



Public Transit in Kentucky

• Provide more than 30 million trips annually

– To healthcare; To school; To jobs



Public Transit in Kentucky

• Education

– Over 2.5 million School Trips Annually



Public Transit in Kentucky

• Jobs - Over 11 million work-based trips annually

http://www.cvgairport.com/default.aspx
http://www.cvgairport.com/default.aspx
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• Unemployment is low

• Goal: Workforce off sidelines > into jobs

• Transportation is a barrier

• If companies can’t find workforce, relocate job

Bottleneck on Economic Growth



“We can’t fully address our workforce needs without 
addressing transportation. It is imperative for our 
employees to be able to get to their place of employment 
efficiently and inexpensively.”

Transit in our region is “vastly underfunded”.

- Bob Castellini Chairman, Castellini Companies

CEO, Cincinnati Reds

Employer Perspective



• Involve Employers

• Use Technology

• Invest in Connections

• State Investment

Addressing the Issue



• DHL/Amazon at CVG

• Amazon and SMX in Hebron

• Club Chef in Kenton County

• FedEx in Richwood

• Convergys in Erlanger

• Many more…

Pilot Programs > Involve Employers



East – West Express



Circulators / Technology



State Transit Investment Per Capita, FY16

(source AASHTO, 2018)

KY General Fund: $2M for Transit

$36.47 Average

$4.04 Median



KY General Fund: $2M for Transit



KY General Fund: $2M for Transit



KY General Fund: $2M for Transit



Public Transit Funding

Local
$100M+

Federal
$30-$40M

KY 
$2M

Toll Credits
$4-8M



Public Transit Funding

Local
$100M+

Fed
$8M

KY 
$2M

Toll Credits
$4-8M

Fed
$22-32M



Public Transit Funding

Local
$100M+

Fed
$8M

KY 
$2M

Toll Credits
$4-8M

Fed
$33-32M

Total Need: 
$10M 

in KY Funding



The crisis is NOW

Without a solution, KY will 
leave tens of millions of 
dollars of federal funding on 
the sideline.

Massive hit to connecting 
workforce to jobs.

Undermines statewide 
workforce efforts to move our 
residents to employment.

Public Transit Funding



Questions?

Andrew Aiello

General Manager

859.814.2143

aaiello@tankbus.org

mailto:aaiello@tankbus.org

