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Mission:

To prevent the abuse and 

neglect 

of our nation’s children 

Vision:  

We envision a world where all 

children grow up happy, 

healthy, and prepared to 

succeed in supportive families 

and communities.
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Healthy Families America

To promote child and family  
well-being, prevent child  

maltreatment, and  
strengthen communities,  

we make available the
high-quality, evidence-

based HFA home visiting  
model in communities  
throughout the US and  

worldwide

Policy

To advocate on behalf of  

the vulnerable children and  

families we serve, we  

advance federal and state  

policies that promote the  

well-being of children and  

families and strengthen  

communities

Public Engagement &  
Impact

To shift the conversation  
about child abuse and  

neglect to primary  
prevention and drive  

widespread action, we  
engage our nationwide  
chapter network, HFA  

affiliates, and policy and  
research partners to  

articulate, elevate, and  
amplify our mission

Chapter Network

To change public  
perception around child  

abuse and neglect  
prevention and promote  

healthy child development,  
we provide leadership and  

organize a coordinated  
effort throughout our  

nationwide state chapter  
network

Research & Evaluation

Strategic Partnerships



Advocate for federal and state policies 
that will have a positive impact on the 
families we serve, including:

 Increasing support for evidenced-
based programs

 Providing funding for 
interventions that help keep 
families together

 Advocating for family-friendly 
policies

POLICY



We have broad reach, helping 
families in communities 
nationwide through our 
extensive network of chapters 
in nearly 50 states.

State Chapter Network 
promotes prevention 
strategies and services that 
improve child well-being and 
develops programs to help 
parents raise happy, healthy 
children

WE SUPPORT COMMUNITIES FROM COAST TO COAST



 Abuse and neglect happen across 
the socioeconomic and geographic 
spectrum.

 34% of children will experience a 
child protective services 
investigation by age 18.

 Millions of children are reported for 
allegations of abuse and neglect 
each year; over 600,000 reported 
cases are determined to be victims 
of child maltreatment.

CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT IMPACTS EVERYONE



Trends in Child Maltreatment

http://unh.edu/ccrc/pdf/Updated%20trends%202016.pdf

http://unh.edu/ccrc/pdf/Updated trends 2016.pdf


Child Maltreatment--2018

National Child Abuse & Neglect Data System (NCANDS)

• 678,000 unique victims

• 62% neglect

• 11% physical abuse

• 7% sexual abuse

• 2% psychological abuse

• 16% multi-type abuse/neglect

• 1,770 deaths

https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/cb/cm2018.pdf

https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/cb/cm2018.pdf


 The total lifetime economic burden of child 
abuse and neglect in one year is $2 trillion

 On an annual basis, child maltreatment is 
more costly than the two leading health 
concerns in the country: stroke and type 2 
diabetes

CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT IS COSTLY



Economic Burden of Child 

Maltreatment

$830,928 per child victim



https://rdcu.be/b3ovc

https://rdcu.be/b3ovc


• Interpretation:

“Children who had substantiated cases for child abuse and neglect in the state of 

Kentucky in the year 2018 will incur costs of over $19 trillion over their lifetime.”

 Productivity losses

 Child welfare

 Special education

 Juvenile justice

 Healthcare



Child Maltreatment Prevention

SOURCE: Jones, Jones, Perry, & Barclay (2009)

Tertiary Prevention

• Helping victims of child  

maltreatment

• Stop maltreatment

• Treatment &  

services

Secondary Prevention

• Identifying & working  

with those at-risk for  

maltreatment

Primary Prevention

• Preventing children from  being 

abused or neglected

• Addressing systemic factors  that 

place children/families  at-risk



Prevention Strategies

• Expanding voluntary 
home visiting (i.e. 
HANDS)

• Quality funded child care 
and early education

• Support for parenting 
teens

• Promoting positive 
fatherhood engagement

• Parent training and 
education

• Family Resource Centers

• Increasing economic 
supports for families (e.g. 
Earned Income Tax 
Credit)

• Banning corporal 
punishment in public 
institutions

• Promoting family-friendly 
workplace policies (e.g. 
paid family leave)

• Evidence-based child 
sexual abuse prevention 
programs

PCA America 2020 State Public Policy Priorities: https://preventchildabuse.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/2020-State-Policy-
Agenda_Final.pdf



Thank you!

Kelly Crane, MSW

State Policy Specialist

Prevent Child Abuse America

kcrane@preventchildabuse.org

www.preventchildabuse.org

mailto:kcrane@preventchildabuse.org
http://www.preventchildabuse.org/

