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ICE HISTORY AND PURPOSE



ERO DIVISIONS & STATS

ICE’s mission is to protect America from the cross-border crime and illegal immigration that threaten national security and 
public safety. This mission is executed through the enforcement of more than 400 federal statutes and focuses on smart 

immigration enforcement, preventing terrorism and combating the illegal movement of people and goods. 

FY 2023 ERO Snapshot



WHERE WE ARE





ERO directs its limited enforcement 
resources toward noncitizens 
posing the greatest threats to 

homeland security through 
intelligence-driven leads.



IDENTIFY: 
LAW ENFORCEMENT PARTNERSHIPS

Partnerships with federal, 
state and local law enforcement 
organizations provide a safe and 
efficient method of engaging 
criminal noncitizen offenders in 
a secure and controlled 
environment.



ERO focuses its enforcement 
efforts on criminals and those 
who pose a threat to national 

security, public safety, and 
border security.



ARREST: 
CRIMINAL APPREHENSION PROGRAM (CAP) 

Through CAP, ERO takes 
criminal noncitizens into 
custody in a secure 
environment, decreasing 
risks to officers, 
noncitizens, and the 
community.

Taking criminal 
noncitizens directly into 
custody is significantly 
more efficient than 
attempting to locate and 
arrest them at large. 

When ERO directly 
assumes custody of a 
criminal noncitizen 
through CAP, it prevents 
the noncitizen from being 
released back into the 
community where they 
may reoffend.

$



ARREST: 
TARGETED AT-LARGE ENFORCEMENT



ERO oversees the civil 
immigration detention of one of 

the most diverse and fluid 
detained populations in the world.



DETENTION: 

ALTERNATIVES TO DETENTION (ATD)



ICE removes noncitizens from the 
U.S. who are subject to a final order 
of removal issued by an immigration 
judge or other lawful order. Removals 
include noncitizens arrested by ERO 

in the interior as well as those 
apprehended by CBP at the border. 



REMOVALS:

HOW DOES ERO REMOVE?

ERO is responsible for coordinating, managing and facilitating efforts to remove noncitizens from the United States.

ERO’s ICE Air Operations provides a network of air transportation to ERO’s 25 field offices to facilitate 
the movement of noncitizens within the United States and the removal of noncitizens to destinations 
worldwide via air charter and commercial air services.

ERO removes noncitizens subject to a final order of removal issued by an 
immigration judge or other lawful order. 

ERO places personnel abroad to work with foreign governments to 
remove noncitizens from the U.S.

In collaboration with the Department of State, ERO works with international 
partners to ensure countries accept the return of their nationals.

142,580
removals were conducted from the U.S. 
via land and air in FY 2023. 



ERO’s mission is to protect the homeland through the arrest and removal of those who undermine the safety of our 
communities and the integrity of our immigration laws. With a budget of approximately $4.5 billion, ERO’s workforce 
of nearly 7,700 employees carries out its mission through 25 field offices and one headquarters, in more than 200 
domestic and 31 overseas locations.

Jeremy Bacon, Assistant Field Office Director
502-216-6675
Jeremy.R.Bacon@ice.dhs.gov

John Korkin, Supervisory Detention 
and Deportation Officer
Louisville Criminal Apprehension Program
John.R.Korkin@ice.dhs.gov

Joseph Phelps, Supervisory Detention 
and Deportation Officer
Bowling Green Criminal Apprehension Program
Joseph.M.Phelps@ice.dhs.gov
773-459-3792

Jose Aguirre, Supervisory Detention 
and Deportation Officer
Louisville Fugitive Operations
Jose.L.Aguirre@ice.dhs.gov
213-434-0622

Robert Duckworth, Supervisory Detention 
and Deportation Officer
Louisville Non-Detained Management
Robert.A.Duckworth@ice.dhs.gov

ERO Chicago, Kentucky Area Contacts      Stakeholder Resources

Congressional Relations
For legislative inquiries about ICE, visit: 
https://www.ice.gov/leadership/ocr or contact the ICE 
Office of Congressional Relations at: 
ICE-CongressionalRelations@ice.dhs.gov.

Detention Management 
To learn more about detention facilities within the ERO 
Chicago AOR, contacting a detainee, legal and case 
information, hours of visitation and other resources visit: 
https://www.ice.gov/detention-facilities.
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