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About Us
Kentucky Library Association (KLA)
 Kentucky Public Library Association (KPLA)
 Kentucky Association of School Librarians (KASL)
 Kentucky Association of College and Research Libraries (KACRL)

Kentucky Public Library Association (KPLA)



Our Mission
The mission of the Kentucky Public Library Association 
(KPLA) is to grow resilient communities across the 
commonwealth by supporting the development of 
public library staff and services.



Bullitt County



Clark/Spencer Counties



Menifee County

An evening with 
St. Nicholas

Sourdough!
Home Ec/Adult Classes



Statistics, Reporting, and 
Transparency

2023-2024 Statistical Report of Kentucky Public Libraries - These reports date back to 2004.
 11.1 million people visited a KY library—up 400,000
 29 million items were loaned last year—up 2 million
 Nearly 2.5 million program attendees at just over 118,000 programs
 4000 library computers were used nearly 1.9 million times
  6.8 million Wi-Fi sessions

• In FY23, this increased 43% from FY22 but the survey is no longer counting this statistic

 43,836 people were formally trained on electronic resources which include resume help and prep (up 
5,000)

 Job seeking and workforce development top of the list of library services
 96,326 meeting rooms were used (up 21,000)
 Approximately 2.5 million reference questions answered
 Nearly 29 million items circulated

https://kdla.ky.gov/Library-Support/plssd/Pages/Public-Library-Statistics.aspx
https://kdla.ky.gov/Library-Support/plssd/Pages/Public-Library-Statistics.aspx
https://kdla.ky.gov/Library-Support/plssd/Pages/Public-Library-Statistics.aspx


Statistics, Reporting, and 
Transparency (cont’d)

Additional Services/Trends:
 Hands-on learning, creative 

lab/makerspaces
 Food delivery/mobile grocery/food bank
 Summer reading and feeding programs
 Emergency preparedness and disaster 

recovery centers
 Health and wellness: telehealth, blood 

pressure checks, partnering with medical 
assistants

 Partnerships with local workforce boards 
and training organizations

Children’s Programming: 
 1,736,179 children attended programs
 807,152 preschool children attended 

programs –up 300,000
 Libraries offered 40,802 free early 

literacy programs (up 13,000)
 7.6 million children’s items checked out 

(up 400,000)
 100% of libraries offer a summer 

reading program, which for many 
children is their only exposure to 
reading and learning during the summer 
months.

Note: 69% of KY children do not read 
proficiently by 4th grade, and 2-3 months of 
reading skills lost by low-income children in 
one summer.

Public Library General Program Offerings
 Public access computers
 Circulating Devices (Chromebooks, 

laptops, hotspots)
 Wi-Fi with extended boundaries
 Technology classes
 Tax preparation
 Online resources
 Tutoring
 Notary and Passport Services
 GED Testing Centers



Establishment Statutes / 
Funding Mechanisms

Public libraries in Kentucky have been established using 
various statutes. 

 Most of these libraries are Special Purpose Governmental 
Entities (SPGE) and are governed by a board of five trustees. 

 Those formed via KRS 173.450 were formed by ballot; KRS 
173.710 were formed by petition.

• 119 Library Districts
• 106 Taxing Districts
• Those 13 are supposed to be funded via local 

government (does not mean all actually receive funding)

Note: You can find all libraries listed with their establishment statutes at 
https://kdla.ky.gov/Library-Support/directors-toolkit/Pages/Establishment.aspx.

\\
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Taxing & Spending Authority, 
Funding, and Oversight
 While tax rates vary by county, they are overall trending downward*:

 SB 25 of 2019: Compensating rate provides a ceiling, voter recall option

 SB 167 of 2022: Additional oversight for fiscal courts for capital projects and library 
buildings

*Note: 2025 rates will be available July/August



Sources of Funding
 Libraries are primarily funded at the local level. Local 

funds stay within the district and are not utilized 
outside of the local district.

 Libraries do not receive direct federal or state funding 
for operations.

 Libraries can apply directly to the federal government 
for specific grants

 KDLA provides a running list of grants—both 
government and private—for libraries on their website

 Any federal funding that Kentucky receives goes 
through KDLA, which then utilizes it to fund specific 
programs and grants benefitting all libraries across the 
state.

All revenues, expenditures, budget items, and programming statistics per county can be 
found in the yearly Statistical Report of Kentucky Public Libraries. 

https://kdla.ky.gov/Library-Support/plssd/Pages/Public-Library-Statistics.aspx


THANK YOU!
JEAN RUARK - JEANRUARK@GMAIL.COM
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