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AN ACT relating to prohibited uses of tax dollars and resources. 1 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky: 2 

Section 1.   KRS 65.013 is amended to read as follows: 3 

(1) As used in this section: 4 

(a) [Local, state, and federal tax dollars shall not be used to advocate, in partial 5 

terms, for or against any public question that appears on the ballot. For 6 

purposes of this section, ]"Local" means and includes any city, county, urban-7 

county government, consolidated local government, unified local government, 8 

charter county government, or special district ; and 9 

(b) "Resource" means: 10 

1. Moneys appropriated by the General Assembly; 11 

2. Items of value, facilities, materials, and other physical resources 12 

derived from local, state, or federal tax dollars, including but not 13 

limited to computers, copiers, printers, paper, office supplies, and 14 

buildings; 15 

3. Digital resources, including any official website or social media 16 

account, of any state program cabinet, organizational unit, 17 

department, division, branch, section, unit, office, or administrative 18 

body of the executive branch of state government, as defined in KRS 19 

12.010; and 20 

4. Classified and unclassified employees, volunteers, and other human 21 

resources within the scope of their state employment or volunteerism . 22 

(2) Local, state, and federal tax dollars and resources shall not be used to advocate, 23 

in partial  or impartial terms, for or against any public question that appears on 24 

the ballot. 25 

(3) (a) Any person who violates subsection (2) of this section shall be guilty of a 26 

Class D felony. 27 



UNOFFICIAL COPY  26 RS BR 25 

Page 2 of 3 
XXXX   9/10/2025 9:53 AM  Jacketed 

(b) Any person convicted of a violation of subsection (2) of this section shall be 1 

prohibited from holding a position of public trust or profit within the 2 

Commonwealth for a period of ten (10) years, commencing upon the 3 

completion of all other criminal penalties ordered by the court against the 4 

liable defendant. 5 

(4) (a) Any citizen of the Commonwealth aggrieved by a violation of subsection (2) 6 

of this section shall have a cause of action in the Circuit Court of the county 7 

in which the violation occurred, in the Circuit Court of the county in which 8 

a claimant resides, or in Franklin Circuit Court, within one (1) year of the 9 

date the cause of action accrued. 10 

(b) A cause of action pursuant to paragraph (a) of this subsection may be 11 

asserted against any entity in the Commonwealth, or any of its agents who 12 

approved of or participated in the violation, for damages arising from the 13 

violation. The cause of action shall be deemed to have accrued at the time in 14 

which funds are used as described in subsection (2) of this section or in 15 

which a claimant receives the product of the expenditure, whichever occurs 16 

later. 17 

(c) If multiple claimants commence a cause of action pursuant to paragraph 18 

(a) of this subsection, the cause of action shall be maintained as a class 19 

action in accordance with Rules 23.01, 23.02, and 23.03 of the Kentucky 20 

Rules of Civil Procedure. 21 

(d) Any prevailing claimant may assert any such violation as a claim or defense 22 

in a judicial or administrative proceeding and obtain appropriate relief, 23 

including but not limited to injunctive or declaratory relief, litigation costs, 24 

and attorney's fees. 25 

(e) Any person who is found civilly liable for a violation of subsection (2) of 26 

this section shall be prohibited from holding a position of public trust or 27 
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profit within the Commonwealth for a period of ten (10) years, commencing 1 

upon the completion of all other civil penalties ordered by the court against 2 

the liable defendant. 3 

(f) Exclusively for the purposes of this subsection, sovereign and governmental 4 

immunity are waived. 5 


