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Preserving and Protecting the Integrity of American 
Elections

• On March 25, 2025, President Trump issued an executive order 

addressing federal elections

• The order seeks to safeguard elections by enacting a series of 

reforms in:

• Voter Registration;

• Ballot handling; and

• Election security



Voter Identification & Citizenship Verification

• Mandates documentary proof of citizenship

• State officials must designate type of record used:

• Passports;

• Real ID;

• Military ID cards

• Requires federal agencies to assist in verifying 

citizenship through:

• Department of Homeland Security;

• Social Security Administration



Election Day Deadline

• Ballots must be cast and received by Election Day

• The Attorney General is to take action against States that 

include absentee or mail – in ballots after Election Day

• The Election Assistance Commission will condition funds 

on compliance with deadlines

• KRS 117.086(1)(b) – “In order to be counted, all mail-in 

absentee ballots shall be received by the county clerk no 

later than the time established by the election laws 

generally for the closing of the polls, which time shall not 

include the extra hour during which those voters may vote 

who were waiting in line to vote at the scheduled poll 

closing time.”



Enhancing Election System Security

• Directs DHS and DOJ to prevent non-citizens from accessing 

election infrastructure

• Orders a review of electronic voting systems for vulnerabilities, 

especially those connected to the internet

• KRS 119.115(3)(f): “Any election official, or other person 

entrusted with the custody or control of any voting machine, 

voting equipment, or voting system shall be guilty of a Class D 

felony if he or she knowingly and intentionally: . . . Directly 

connects or attempts to directly connect a voting machine, voting 

equipment, or voting system that tabulates or aggregates votes 

to a public network, including the internet, at any time.”



Improving Voting Technology Standards

Requires the Election Assistance Commission (EAC) to:

• Update voting system guidelines to ensure voter-verifiable 

paper records

• In Kentucky: KRS 117.125(12)(a)

• Prohibit barcode-based vote counting (except for 

accessibility needs).

• In Kentucky: Potentially significant financial impact

• Re-certify voting systems under new standards

• Requires the EAC to cease federal funding to non-

compliant states



Prosecuting Election Crimes

Directs the Attorney General to:

• Prioritize enforcement of laws against non-citizen voting, fraud, 

and intimidation

• Establish information-sharing agreements with states

• Consider withholding federal grants and funds from non-

cooperative state and local governments

• Prioritize enforcement in non-cooperating states

In Kentucky: KRS 15.112 created the Unit of Election Investigations 

and Security within the Office of the Attorney General



Implementation 

• Multiple federal departments (DOJ, DHS, EAC, SSA, DOD) are 

tasked with implementing various provisions

• Funding to states may be conditioned on compliance with federal 

election laws and standards

• The order emphasizes inter-agency coordination, data sharing, 

and legal enforcement

• In Kentucky:

• In 2022, the State Board predicted decline in federal 

funding and began working with the General Assembly in 

anticipation of that reduction.

• Voter list maintenance in coordination with many state and 

federal partners; U.S. Department of Justice has recently 

acknowledged our efforts.



Aftermath (Legal Challenges)

League of United Latin Am. Citizens v. Exec. Off. of the President, 

No. CV 25-0946 (CKK), (D.D.C. Apr. 24, 2025).

Consolidated with: 

1. League of Women Voters Education Fund v. Trump 

2. Democratic National Committee v. Trump

Enjoined:

- The EAC from amending the federal voter registration form to 

require documentary proof of citizenship. (Section 2(a)) 

- Federal voter registration agencies from assessing an 

individual’s citizenship before providing voter registration forms



Aftermath (Legal Challenges)

Washington v. Trump, 25-cv-0602 (W.D. Wash. filed Apr. 4, 

2025).

Parties: Washington & Oregon.

Decision pending.



Aftermath (Legal Challenges)

California v. Trump, No. 25-CV-10810-DJC, (D. Mass. June 13, 

2025)

19 States sued to enjoin the Executive Order.



California v. Trump (on appeal)

Enjoined: 

§ 2(a): Documentary proof of citizenship via the EAC

§ 2(d): Citizenship assessment by voter registration agencies

§ 3(d): Proof of citizenship for military and overseas voters via the 

Secretary of Defense

§ 7(a): Enforcement against states counting ballots received after 

Election Day

§ 7(b): Conditioning Help America Vote Act funding on Election 

Day ballot receipt compliance



More to come . . .
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