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Kentucky Opioid Response Effort

Objectives

• Increase access to medications for 
opioid use disorder (MOUD)

• Reduce unmet treatment need

• Reduce opioid overdose related deaths

• Expand evidence-based services to 
address stimulant misuse and use 
disorders

State Targeted Response
Years 1 - 2

May 2017 –

April 2018 

$21.1M

State Opioid Response I
Years 1-2

Oct. 2018 –

Sept. 2021

$78.8M

State Opioid Response II 
Year 1

Oct. 2020 –

Sept. 2021

$35.4M

State Opioid Response II 
Year 2

Oct. 2021  –

Sept. 2022

To be awarded
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Kentucky Resident Drug Overdose Deaths,

January 2017- September 2020
(Data as of October 26, 2020; Data for 2017-2020 are provisional; Data for July - September 2020 are incomplete)

Source: KY Office of Vital Statistics. Data as October 26, 2020. Data are provisional and subject to change. Produced by the Kentucky 
Injury Prevention and Research Center, University of Kentucky. 4
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Kentucky Resident Drug Overdose Deaths, 2017 to July 2020 

(Data as of October 26, 2020; Data are provisional)

2017 2018 2019 2020

Source: KY Office of Vital Statistics. Data as October 26, 2020. Data are provisional and subject to change. Produced by the Kentucky 
Injury Prevention and Research Center, University of Kentucky.
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Infrastructure Priorities

Monitoring 
quality 

outcomes

Recovery 
housing 

certification

KASPER

Expanding 
workforce

Education for 
non-clinicians

Regulation and 
policy

Training for 
clinicians

Peer support 
specialist & 
supervisor 

training

DATA waiver 
training
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Infrastructure Outcomes

• 22,338 individuals participated in > 325 trainings 

• 277 physicians received DATA waiver training to prescribe buprenorphine

• Hazelden Betty Ford Recovery Champions curriculum delivered to:

• 5,034 DCBS staff, partners, and parents

• 1,576 judges and court staff

• 187 Citizen Foster Care Review Board volunteers

• 400 employers

• 1,025 trained in peer support and recovery support services

• Established a National Alliance of Recovery Residence certification
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Youth 
empowerment

Naloxone & 
overdose 
education

Early 
childhood 
services

Syringe Service 
Program 

expansion

Screening & 
Brief 

Intervention

Assessing 
suicide risk

Opioid 
stewardship

Safe drug storage 
& disposal

School-based 
prevention 
programs

Community 
coalition building

Prevention Priorities
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Prevention Outcomes

• 53,509 naloxone units distributed through the statewide program 

• Nearly 130,000 youth participated in universal prevention programming:

• 298 K-12 schools implementing Too Good for Drugs and Sources of Strength

• 87% of schools committed to assessing their policies and procedures 
related to substance use and mental health

• 120 hospitals committed to Statewide Opioid Stewardship program

• 166 opioid overdose prevention trainings delivered to:                            
588 prescribers, 726 first responders, and 2,216 community members
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MOUD in jails 
& prisons

Quick response 
teams

Medications 
for OUD 

expansion

Treatment for 
pregnant & 
parenting 
families

Child welfare 
services for 

families

Treatment & 
methadone  

access

Community 
re-entry 

coordination

Bridge clinics 
& hospital 

consultation

Treatment in 
primary care

Homeless 
outreach & 

engagement

Treatment Priorities
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Treatment Outcomes

• 96 treatment programs and providers funded across 170 sites

• 22,919 individuals received treatment services

• 4,584 served by 10 bridge clinics across 6 hospital systems

• 3,192 served by the Treatment Access Program 

• 796 served across 7 quick response teams 

• 3,765 pregnant and parenting women served
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Re-entry 
employment 

support

Recovery 
housing

Peer support

Mutual aid

Access to 
recovery 
resources

Recovery 
community 

centers

Transformational 
Employment

Transportation

Youth drop-In 
centers

Recovery Priorities
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Recovery Outcomes

• 12,550 served by KORE-funded recovery support services

• 2,932 served across 6 recovery community centers 

• 2,241 received recovery housing 

• 2,973 received employment services (DOC Reentry Employment Specialists & 

Strategic Initiative for Transformational Employment)

• 1,343 served by the Access to Recovery Program 
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TOGETHER
WE ARE STRONGER 
THAN OPIOIDS.
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