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Child Fatality and Near Fatality External 
Review Panel 

Hon. Benjamin Harrison, Chair

Panel Members

• Chair - Hon. Benjamin Harrison, Lewis County Attorney

• Commissioner, DCBS – Lesa Dennis

• Commissioner, DPH - Dr. Henrietta Bada, proxy

• Family Court Judge - Hon. Libby Messer

• UK School of Medicine - Dr. Christina Howard

• UofL School of Medicine - Dr. Melissa Currie

• State Medical Examiner - Dr. William Ralston

• Court Appointed Special Advocate – Ashely Evans-Smith

• Kentucky State Police - Det. Jason Merlo

• Prevent Child Abuse Ky – Dr. Jaime Kirtley

• ZeroV– Olivia Spradlin

• Community Mental Health Centers- Steve Shannon

• Citizen Foster Care Review Board - Dr. Elizabeth Salt

• State Child Fatality Review Team - Janice Bright, RN

• President KY Coroner’s Association - Mark Hammond, Boyd Co.

• Practicing Addiction Counselor – Geoff Wilson

• Kentucky House of Representatives – Rep. Samara Heavrin

• Kentucky Senate – Sen. Danny Carroll

• Practicing Prosecutor – Hon. Olivia McCollum

• Practicing Social Work Clinician – Allison Motley-Crouch

• Family Resource and Youth Service Center – Heather McCarty

• Practicing Medication-Assisted Treatment – Dr. Danielle Anderson
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Findings
Children four years or younger are at the 
highest risk for maltreatment. 

Trends
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Trends

Types of 
Substances 

Ingested
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Trends

Overdose/Ingestion 
Recommendations

• Required training for all professionals providing 
medication-assisted treatment.

• KBML provide and ensure proper training to 
medical marijuana prescribers.

• Additional safe storage screening requirements 
required in electronic health record intake for all 
pediatric encounters. 

• Public service campaign targeting retailers that 
distribute THC containing products about safe 
storage and safe sleep practices. 

• Amend hemp-derived regulations to ensure FDA 
warnings regarding child ingestions are clearly 
visible to consumers.  
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Plan of Safe 
Care

Plan of Safe 
Care 
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Plan of Safe Care

Plan of Safe Care Recommendations 

THE KENTUCKY GOVERNOR’S OFFICE CONVENE A TASK FORCE 
WITH THE GOAL OF DEVELOPING AND IMPLEMENTING A 
ROBUST PLAN OF SAFE CARE TO ADDRESS THE NEEDS OF 
SUBSTANCE EXPOSED INFANTS AND THEIR CAREGIVERS 

ACROSS THE COMMONWEALTH. THE TASK FORCE SHOULD 
CONSIST OF HOUSE AND SENATE MEMBERS, EXECUTIVE 

BRANCH PERSONNEL, CFNFERP MEMBERS, AND COMMUNITY 
STAKEHOLDERS. 

THE CABINET FOR HEALTH AND FAMILY SERVICES, IN 
CONJUNCTION WITH THE KENTUCKY HOSPITAL ASSOCIATION, 
SHOULD IDENTIFY BARRIERS TO REPORTING SEI/NAS CASES TO 

THE KENTUCKY PUBLIC HEALTH NEONATAL ABSTINENCE 
SYNDROME REPORTING REGISTRY AND IMPLEMENT 

ACTIONABLE STEPS TO IMPROVE COMPLIANCE BY FEBRUARY 
1ST, 2025. 
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Physical 
Abuse

Recommendations

The Kentucky Multidisciplinary Commission on Child Sexual Abuse and the Kentucky Attorney General’s Office 
should examine the feasibility and make a proposal to the Judiciary Committee to amend KRS 431.600 to require 
multidisciplinary teams review all fatal or near fatal physical abuse investigations. 

The Kentucky Multidisciplinary Commission on Child Sexual Abuse shall amend their protocol to include all 
fatal or near fatal child physical abuse cases. 

The Kentucky Board of Medical Licensure and Kentucky Board of Nursing should encourage all primary care 
providers who care for children to complete an Intimate Partner Violence screening safely with their 
caregivers, to refer to resources for those with a positive screening, and to securely document those results. 

The CHFS, Equity and Determinants Health Branch should create and educational handout for those 
individuals who screen positive for IPV on the social determinants of health screening. The information should 
include resources available throughout the Commonwealth and risk factors to children in the home. 
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Family Recovery Court
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Department for Community Based Services 

Screened Out Referrals
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DCBS Recommendations

Professional reporting sources, age of victim, and prior CPS involvement be a weighted 
consideration in Central Intake decision making. 

Expand data collection efforts to identify screened out referrals which were ultimately accepted 
after further review. 

Revise policy to ensure referrals received after hours undergo a thorough supervisory review within 
two-to-four hours.

Systems Safety Staff should receive timely notification of all fatal and near fatal referrals, regardless 
of the designation. 

Explore a specialized branch or other processes to focus on handling referrals made by professional 
reporting sources. 

Trends
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Child-Access 
Prevention 

Laws

Youth 
Suicides
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Youth Suicide 
Recommendation
The Department for Behavioral Health, 
Developmental and Intellectual Disabilities 
(DBHDID) identify the appropriate entity to 
implement the psychological autopsy. 

DBHDID complete the assessment of best 
practices in other states and present that 
information, along with any additional 
recommendations to the Panel by September 
2024. 

Questions

Thank you!


