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Implementing Tim’s Law in Kentucky



What is AOT?

The practice of  delivering 

outpatient treatment 

pursuant to a court order to 

adults with severe mental 

illness (SMI) who meet 

specific criteria



How?
• Civil NOT Criminal

• Team Approach

• Black Robe Effect



Who needs AOT?

History of  repeat 
hospitalizations or 

arrest

History of  non-
compliance with 

outpatient 
treatment

History of  non-
compliance with 

medication

Usually less than 
.05% of  a state’s 

population

SOURCE:

TREATMENT ADVOCACY CENTER, TREATMENTADVOCACYCENTER.ORG



Why AOT?

• AOT addresses the issue that 

patients are released once stabilized, 

often too soon, and that repeat 

relapse decreases the ability for a 

patient to recover as the brain 

deteriorates.



Harm Reduction

• 44% Decrease In Harmful Or Dangerous Behaviors

• 2/3 Reduction In Risk Of  Arrest In Any Given Month

• 4x Less Likely To Perpetrate Violence

• ½ As Likely To Be Victimized



Does AOT Work?

77% fewer experienced 

psychiatric hospitalization

74% fewer experienced 

homelessness

83% fewer experienced arrest

87% fewer experienced 

incarceration

New York’s AOT Program, Kendra’s Law (2005 Report)

SOURCE:  TREATMENT ADVOCACY CENTER, 

TREATMENTADVOCACYCENTER.ORG



Kentucky Phase 1- Jefferson 

Patient 1
• 50+ Hospitalizations

• Multiple Incarcerations

• Non-cooperative with providers 

• Non-compliant with medication

• 2/19 Present 

• No Hospitalizations

• No Arrests

Patients 2-17
• 4-34+ Hospitalizations

• Multiple Incarcerations

• Non-cooperative w/ providers

• Non-compliant w/ medication

• Present

• None Hospitalized

• None Incarcerated

• 95% Engagement



Costs Savings 

to Kentucky



Direct vs Indirect 

Costs

Treatment

Medical

Food & 
Clothing

Housing



SOURCE:

TREATMENT ADVOCACY CENTER, TREATMENTADVOCACYCENTER.ORG



The Revolving Door

Too many Kentuckians with 
SMI are caught in the 

“revolving door” of  the 
mental health and criminal 

justice systems, at an 
extraordinary cost. 

(hospitalization, 
homelessness, arrest, 

incarceration)



Recommendations

• Amend Kentucky’s AOT statute to 

ensure our most fragile citizens have 

access to necessary resources and 

support to remain safely in our 

communities.

• Current language unnecessarily 

limits the class of  eligible 

individuals.



Modify Criteria For Eligibility 





Amend Statute to Address 

Due Process Issues 

• KRS 202A.0811 has two critical defects 

• Inconsistent use of  word 

‘examination’

• Due process issues created by 

error in language pertaining to 

calculation of  time (lack of  

reasonable notice)

• Practical impossibilities 







Thoughts on 
Expansion

• Create grant program for 

counties to apply

• Provide funding for staff  

and service enhancements

• TAC to provide technical 

assistance 

• Expand to all state 

hospitals 
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