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Community Mental Health Center (CMHC) and Behavioral Health Service Organization (BHSO)

Community Mental Health Center

1. Cost-Based Reimbursement from 

KY Medicaid

2. MCO Negotiated Rates

3. Established in Statute and

in Regulation

4. Responsibility & Obligation to respond

support local communities within

their designated region

5. Required staffing – must have a 

Medical Director

6. Contract for Safety Net Services with the Dept.

Of Behavioral Health, Developmental & Intellectual 

Disabilities which requires specific services including

24/7/365 capability

7. All CMHCs were operating in 1966

Behavioral Health Service Organization

1. Fee Schedule from KY Medicaid

2. MCO Negotiated Rates

3. Established in Regulation

4. May respond to crisis in  

community but not required

5. May have a Medical Director

6. May Provide a full array of services

7. Established in 2014


