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Kentucky’s Current 
Level IV Trauma Criteria

902 KAR 28:030.Kentucky's Trauma System Level IV Criteria.

RELATES TO:KRS 211.490, 211.492, 211.494, 211.496. STATUTORY AUTHORITY:211.494(8)

Current Language:

(d) Emergency department coverage.

1. The facility shall have twenty-four (24) hour physician coverage of the emergency department and a 
designated physician medical director for the emergency department.

2. A mid-level provider, such as a nurse practitioner or physician's assistant, may serve as the trauma team 
leader. A designated emergency department physician shall be present for immediate consultation during 
trauma team activations.

(e) Emergency department physicians. Physicians assigned to the emergency department of a  Level IV Trauma Center 
shall:

1. Be licensed in the Commonwealth of Kentucky; and

2.

a. Maintain current Advanced Trauma Life Support© (ATLS) provider certification; or

b. Be certified by ABEM or AOBEM.

Recommended 
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Guidelines from the 
American College of 
Surgeons (ACS)

Committee on Trauma American College of Surgeons: 
Resources for Optimal Care of the Injured Patient (2014, 
2022 and 2023)



Guidelines from the 
American College of 
Emergency Physicians 
(ACEP)

June 2023 ACEP Policy Statement: Guidelines Regarding the 
Role of Physician Assistant and Nurse Practitioners in the 
Emergency Department


