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Kentucky’s Suicide Prevention Infrastructure
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Suicide
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Available at sprc.org/state-infrastructure



http://www.sprc.org/state-infrastructure

Why are we here, talking about suicide?

Examine
* Kentucky 988 data dashboard®

* Kentucky behavioral health dashboard *

Kentucky * Kentucky Safety and Prevention Alignment Network (KSPAN) injury data®
Suicide Prevention

Infrastructure

Weekly Electronic Surveillance System for the Early Notification of
Community-based Epidemics (ESSENCE) reports

* Louisville Suicide Fatality Review

Examine

Child fatality reviews
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Examine

Number of Suicide Deaths to Children 8-17 Years of Age; Kentucky, 2018-2023
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ESSENCE Data
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Examine
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988 Usage in Kentucky

Volume

Partner

Routed Call Volume and Outcomes - Monthly
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Age

12 and under

13-18
19-24

25-34
35-44
45-54
55-64
65-84

85 and older
Age unknown

@ Number of 988 Contacts by Age - 2025 Q1 (Jan-Mar)
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https://www.ky988data.org

Kentucky’s Suicide Prevention Infrastructure

Authorize

Authorize
* Lead division for suicide prevention in Kentucky

* Maintains the State Suicide Prevention strategic plan

Kentuck  State authority for Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services
» y Administration (SAMHSA) federal grants
Suicide Prevention National Strategy for

Infrastructure o Garrett Lee Smith (G LS) Grant Suicide Prevention

o National Strategy for Suicide Prevention (NSSP) Grant www.hhs.gov/nssp

o Zero Suicide (ZS) Grant
o 988 Capacity Building Grant
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Kentucky’s Suicide Prevention Infrastructure

Lead

Maintains a dedicated position or core team
* Beck Whipple, State Suicide Prevention Coordinator
Kentucky « Brittany Young, Suicide Prevention Enhancement Specialist
Suicide Prevention  Stephanie Brandt, Zero Suicide Project Director
* Becky Banks, GLS Project Coordinator

Lead

Infrastructure

Create cross-agency and cross-sector collaboration within state government
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Kentucky’s Suicide Prevention Infrastructure

Partner

Ensure a broad, inclusive public-private partnership or coalition at the state
level with a shared vision and commitment to suicide prevention.

Partner

Kentucky
Suicide Prevention

Infrastructure Bu | Id

Create a multi-faceted lifespan approach to suicide prevention across the state
and allocate sufficient resources to fully implement and evaluate it.

Guide

Guide

Support all state, county, and local efforts in the planning, execution, and
evaluation of their efforts, including allocation of needed resources.

Build
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http://www.sprc.org/state-infrastructure
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4 Five Actions to Lower Suicide Risk
improve Teach
Strengthen suicide care and coping and

economic support mental health services
i

problem-solving skills
®

|

Create

|

Promote
protective environments that healthy connections with
address risk factors where people opportunities for more

- are born, grow, work, live, and age personal engagement




State

Dept. for Public Health
Dept. for Aging and Independent Living
Dept. of Veterans Affairs
Dept. of Education
Office of Application Technology Services
Center for School Safety

Kentucky Suicide Prevention Group
Mental Health America-Kentucky
American Foundation for Suicide Prevention

University of Kentucky
University of Louisville
Kentucky State University
Eastern Kentucky University
Bellarmine University

Kentucky

Suicide Prevention
Infrastructure

Regional

Community mental health centers
Local health departments
Educational Cooperatives

Western Kentucky Senior Suicide Prevention Network

UK St. Claire Health

Owensboro Regional Suicide Prevention Coalition

Partner

Local

Pike County Suicide Prevention Coalition
Boone County Response Planning Team

School Districts -Caverna, Clinton, Franklin, Lyon Co.
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Comprehensive Approach to Addressing Suicide

Championing a Life Worth Living
Prevention

Data and

Supporting Individuals in Suicidal Crisis
Surveillance PP g
Postvention Intervention

Building Survivor-Centered Responses to Suicide
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Prevention: Championing a Life Worth Living
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2025-2026

Guide of Recommendations for School
Suicide Prevention

Kentucky Department for Behavioral Health,
Developmental and Intellectual Disabilities

Authorize

988 Lifeline License Plate
will bring awareness to the 988 Suicide Crisis Lifeline.
KENTUCKY Funds from plate sales support suicide prevention
L3 Suicide Prevention Group training, education and marketing in the

Commonwealth of Kentucky.

emmza KENTUCKY

Available
September 2025

DRIVE.KY.GOV

KSPG@gmail.com

KentuckySuicidePrevention.org

988 License Plates
Kentucky Suicide Prevention Group

Regional Prevention Centers
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Code Red: Universal Safety Planning

codered@ky.gov

CONTACT

Who can | reach out to,

to help me?

[=].55| =]
Lock 2 Live
[=]:

https://tinyurl.com/lock2live

ELAY

What are my reasons

for living?

Always Call 911 if you are in immediate
danger of harming yourself.
Suicide & Crisis Lifeline: Call or Text 988
Crisis Text Line: Text ’KY” to 741-741

ELAX

What helps me calm

down?

DISTRACT

What can keep my mind off
things that are upsetting me?
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https://tinyurl.com/lock2live

Intervention: Supporting Individuals in Suicidal Crisis

finahelp kyorg
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Assessing and Managing Suicide Risk
Lead Build Partner

DHBIDID Calendar


https://dbhdid.ky.gov/calendar

Postvention
Best Practices Lead Build Guide Partner

Promotion and Use of
Media Recommendations

7 \

All Communication Guided

Postvention:

Needs and Sensitivity
to Loss Survivors

S Building Survivor-Centered

Preparation of Script

for Notification Response to SUiCide

O Breaking News to Staff/
@O Clients/Students
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@®@® Use of Grief Counselors/

SRS EN=Toenc RS R el s  Kentucky Community Crisis Response Team
Collaborati f . .
39 » LOSS Team Community of Learning
;ﬁ: o e Mo s * Long Term Survivors of Suicide Retreat
T - * School district technical assistance
é ER— » Disaster behavioral health response
emorial Guiaelines
e Cluster response
A Monitoring Electronic <Communication P
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Summary and Conclusion

Q&A

Contact Info: beck.whipple@ky.gov

Thank you!!




