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Data - 988 Calls

pD)

988 Call Volume Rate per 10,000 People - Q1 (Jan 2025-Mar 2025)
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First Meeting - Feb 20, 2025

NEWS RELEASE

Conta

Elaine Zeinner, Communications Sr. Manager
Boone County Fiscal Court

B58-509-2588 (cell)

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
February 24, 2025

Content Warning - This article discusses sulcide. If you or & loved one are having thoughts
of suicide, piease call or text 988.

“You Are Not Alone:* Community Gomes Together to Support Youth Mental Well-Being

Community agencies across Boone County are rallying together to help youth and teens
periencing memtal health challenges. Guided by a research-backed approach, leaders
m ssveral organizations hav formed the Boone County Suicide Responss Team. Work is

currently underway to develop a plan i on suicide postvention, engagement and

support.

The team was formed in response to the recent cluster of youth suicides in the
There have been five juvenile deaths in Boone County since Novernber 2024, Four of those
were deaths by s use of death was undetermined.

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) defines a suicide cluster as “a group

cur closer togstner in time, space, or both than
would normally be observed for a community.”
“Even one death is too many, and the death of five young people in our community is a call
te action,” says Gary W. Moore, Boone County Judge/Executive. “VWe must come together to
support our youth, their famiilies and others across our area. This response team Is just a
fist step in ensuring our community has the support and resources it needs.”

“Suicide is complex and ConVersation about it can be hard, BUE it is time we have those
tough talks with our children, friends, family members and neighbors,” Jennifer Mooney,

PhD, 15, District Director of Health at the Northern Kentucky Health Department.

*We know that prevention is possibls, and that by digging in, developing, implementing and
sharing effective programs and resources, haps, resilisnce and recovery are possible,” Dr.

HMooney finishes.
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Postvention Actions - Training
and Organizing
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Postvention Activities, Training and Messaging
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https://suicidepreventionmessaging.org/action-alliance-framework-successful-messaging
https://afsp.org/ethicalreporting/

Postvention Activities, Schools
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Postvention Activities, Data
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Postvention Activities, Coordination and
Communication of Services
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https://sprc.org/effective-prevention/a-comprehensive-approach-to-suicide-prevention/respond-effectively-to-individuals-in-crisis/

Framework

Source: CDC

STRATEGY

O Strengthen
Economic Supports

© Create Protective
Environments

© Improve Access
and Delivery of
Suicide Care

© Promote Healthy
Connections

© Teach Coping and
Problem-Solving Skills

0 Identify and Support
People at Risk

© Lessen Harms and
Prevent Future Risk

STRATEGIES AND APPROACHES

to achieve and sustain substantial reductions in suicide

APPROACH

+ Improve household financial security
« Stabilize housing

+ Reduce access to lethal means among persons
at risk of suicide

« Create healthy organizational policies and culture

+ Reduce substance use through community-based
policies and practices

« Cover mental health conditions in heaith
insurance policies

* Increase provider availability in underserved areas

* Provide rapid and remote access to help

» Create safer suicide care through systems change

« Promote healthy peer norms
« Engage community members in shared activities

* Support social-emotional learning programs
« Teach parenting skills to improve family relationships
» Support resilience through education programs

« Train gatekeepers

+ Respond to crises

« Plan for safety and follow-up after an attempt
« Provide therapeutic approaches

« Intervene after a suicide (postvention)
* Report and message about suicide safely

SUICIDE PREVENTION RESOURCE FOR ACTION
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https://www.cdc.gov/suicide/prevention/index.html

Future Actions

S— SUICIDE POSTVENTION PROTOCOL RESPONSE PLAN COMPONENTS

Ey
SUICILE rusi ven 110N | SOCIAL FIRST RESPONDERS/LAW | SCHOOLS/CAMPUSES PHYSICAL HEALTH / MENTAL | CIVIC/Health Dept
PROTOCOL RESPONSE SERVICES/MILITARY/FAITH ENFORCEMENT HEALTH

PLAN BASED

Promation and use of Share safe +  Speak with family Provide madia guidelinesto | #  Designate a media lead Establish a core media response
Media messaging/media about drafting safe school communication responsible for eam
Recommendations ‘toolkits with coalition messages personnel and yearbook coordinating messaging o Education training
partners and local sponsors. with partners and media Ongoing
schoals. Ensure all external contacts. Coment
Auditall BCA posts for communications (press, Develop a media plan calendar
alignment with safe website, social megia) with sample stories, tone Anniversary
reporting guidel adhere to safe reporting guidelines, and preferred Promation
before sharing practices. Ilanguage to support safe o Coordinated responses
and uplifting narratives. o Regionwide training
Work with local press and and awareness
orzanizations to shift
media language to focus
on hope, help, and
recovery.

All communication Focus social media on Train staff (those Develop & communication Develop universal talking Provide safe messaging 1o
messages of hope, involved with first 4 plan with Safe Messaging points and guidelines that me
healing, and hours) in safe princi all partners and Follow up with
connection. messaging seripts. community agencies can recommendations
Offer templated posts Add emotional Train spokespersons and use during and after a

for partners to share, containment to large building leaders on safe
meeting planning
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What can I do right now?

https://qprinstitute.com
/

Suicide Prevention 98 8

R Center Site & SUICIDE & CRISIS
esour.ce enter Site R



https://qprinstitute.com/
https://sprc.org/effective-prevention/a-comprehensive-approach-to-suicide-prevention/respond-effectively-to-individuals-in-crisis/
https://www.cdc.gov/suicide/prevention/index.html
https://afsp.org/ethicalreporting/
https://suicidepreventionmessaging.org/action-alliance-framework-successful-messaging

Questions?
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