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Dementia in Kentucky

Alzheimer’s Diagnosis

• 2020: 75,000

• 2025: 86,000

o Increase of 14.7%

Caregivers

• 2022: 157,000

• 302 million hours of 
unpaid care

• 4.8 million $ value

Caregiver Health

• 65% have at least ONE 
chronic health condition

• 39% have depression

• 21% have poor physical 
health

Home Health & 
Personal Care Aides

• 22,230 in 2020 

• 30,130 needed in 2030  

o35% growth rate
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Milestones and Achievements

March 2021

Senate Bill 74 & 61

Establishment of the Office 
of Dementia Services

Dementia training required 
for direct service providers

July 2021

Grant Awarded: 
Administration on Aging –
Alzheimer's Disease 
Program Initiative Grant

•3-year, $1 million

October 2021

ODS Coordinator Hired

March 2022

Bridging the Gap: Grant 
supported program went 
live 

June 2022

Dementia Education 
Webinar Series: Initiated

July 2022

Dementia Training 
Requirement for all Area 
Agency on Aging staff & 
Title III C providers

June 2023

HB125: mandates 
Alzheimer’s risk reduction 
material in public health

August  2023

Grant Awarded: CDC 
Building our Largest 
Dementia Infrastructure 
(BOLD) grant

•5 year, $2.4 million

January 2024

BOLD Project Director 
Hired

Bridging the Gap Pivot: 
Transition to Dementia 
Care Specialists

July 2024

HB6 established 
$394,300 in restricted 
funding for the Office 
of Dementia Services 

UofL Trager Institute 
Partnership: Geriatrics 
Workforce Enhancement 
Program (GWEP)

•5-year, $64K partnership
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2024 and Beyond

Develop and implement the 
Dementia State Plan

Launch the Dementia 
Friends Initiative

Implement BOLD brain 
health goals and objectives.

Enhance dementia data 
collection and analysis

Create and deliver tailored 
dementia training programs

Engage policymakers and 
advocacy groups to advocate 
for dementia and caregiver 

benefits

Investigate alternative 
funding sources to support 
and expand Dementia Care 

Specialist

Strengthen partnerships 
with state agencies, 

universities, healthcare, and 
community organizations.

Utilize the Alzheimer's 
Disease and Related 

Disorders Advisory Council 
to advance the mission of 

the Office of Dementia 
Services.

Ensure adherence to 
regulatory requirements 

across all dementia-related 
policies
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Grants and Partnerships

• Administration on Aging  
Alzheimer's Disease 
Program Initiative
• 3 years (2021-2025)

• $1 million

• Enhance support and services 
for individuals with Alzheimer's 
disease and their caregivers.

2021-2025

• CDC Building our Largest 
Dementia Infrastructure 
(BOLD)

• 5 years (2023-2028)

• $2.4 million

• Strengthen public health 
infrastructure to support 
dementia care.

2023-2028
• Bureau of Health Workforce 

Geriatrics Workforce 
Enhancement Program 
(GWEP)

• Partnership with UofL Trager 
Institute for Aging: 

• 5 years

• $64,000

• Enhance the geriatric workforce 
through education and training.

2024-2029
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Bridging the Gap 2021-2025
Funded by Administration on Aging – Alzheimer's Disease Program Initiative Grant

Five Dementia 
Care Specialists

Three Area Agency 
on Aging Regions 

(31 Counties)

Funding caregiver 
respite & assistive 

devices

Increase 
Community 
Education
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BOLD in Kentucky 2023-2028
Funded by CDC Building our Largest Dementia Infrastructure Grant
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• University of Kentucky Sanders Brown

• University of Louisville Trager Institute

• Spalding University 

• Norton Neuroscience Institute

• Owensboro Health

• Family Resource Youth Services 
Coalition of Kentucky

• Kentucky Long Term Care Ombudsman

• Department for Public Health

• Local Health Departments

• Alzheimer's Association

• Louisville Metro Office of Resilience & 
Community Services  

• Dementia Friendly Lexington

• Area Agencies on Aging & Independent 
Living

o Pennyrile

o Buffalo Trace

o Bluegrass

o Northern Kentucky

o KIPDA
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s • KY State Fair

• Unity in the Community

• Fan Fair

• Community Health Fairs

• Northern Kentucky Caregiver 
Recognition Day

• Community Action Agency 
Conference

• Kentucky Adult Day Association

• Norton Neuroscience Luncheon

• UofL Optimal Aging Conference

• Alzheimer Association Dementia 
Coordinator Summit

• Southeast Area Association on 
Aging

Over 100,000 
Kentuckians have been 
impacted by ODS 
Dementia Education

• Dementia Webinar Series

• Community Education Events

• Evidence Based Trainings

• Dementia required training for:

• Direct Care Providers

• Area Agency on Aging Staff

• Older Americans. Act Title III-
C Nutrition Service Providers
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Recognition

• 2024 Norton Neuroscience 
Institute Person of the Year



Jennifer Craig
Jennifer.craig@ky.gov
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