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Of 2019-20 first-time kindergarteners, 36% of JCPS and 40% of the 

rest of the state attended public preschool in the prior year. 

A lower percentage of students who did not attend public 

preschool in JCPS were kindergarten ready in Fall 2019 (48.3%) 

than the balance of the state (51.2%).

A greater percentage of public preschool attendees in JCPS were 

kindergarten ready in Fall 2019 (58.2%) than the balance of the 

state (50.3%).

A greater percentage of low-income students that attended public 

preschool in JCPS were kindergarten ready in Fall 2019 (57.6%) 

than the balance of the state (47.4%).

Fall 2019 Kindergarten Readiness Rates
For 2018-19 Public Preschool Attendance
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For 2018-19 Public Preschool Attendance



JCPS
Balance of

The State

Total, All Students  50.3% 58.2%

53.9% 56.7%

46.9% 62.1%

34.3% 46.7%

49.0% 59.9%

White 52.7% 56.8%

Free/Reduced Lunch

Paid Lunch

JCPS
Balance of

The State

Fall 2019 Kindergarten Readiness Rates
For 2018-19 Public Preschool Attendance



Total, All Students  51.2% 48.3%

Asian, Non-Hispanic 68.0% 69.0%

Black, Non-Hispanic 39.7% 35.9%

Hispanic or Latino, regardless of race 28.5% 23.8%

Other Race, Non-Hispanic 50.0% 51.4%

White, Non-Hispanic 53.7% 58.4%

Free/Reduced Lunch 38.4% 35.2%

Paid Lunch 74.4% 74.5%

JCPS
Balance of

The State

Fall 2019 Kindergarten Readiness Rates
For 2018-19 Public Preschool Attendance
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In Spring 2023, 37.8% of JCPS first-time Fall 2019 Kindergarteners 

were proficient in 3rd grade Reading. 42.3% of the balance of the 

state were proficient in Reading.

Among those kindergarten ready, JCPS students had a 3rd grade 

Reading proficiency rate of 51.4% versus 59.3% for the balance of 

the state. 

For those not kindergarten ready, the Reading proficiency rates 

were closer. (23.2% vs 24.4%) 

Spring 2023 3rd Grade Proficiency in Reading
For Fall 2019 Kindergarteners



Spring 2023 3rd Grade Proficiency in Reading
For Fall 2019 Kindergarteners
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Kindergarten Ready

Total, All Students  59.3%

Asian, Non-Hispanic 74.9%

Black, Non-Hispanic 43.7%

Hispanic or Latino, regardless of race 55.1%

Other Race, Non-Hispanic 57.3%

White, Non-Hispanic 60.3%

Paid Lunch 71.4%

Free/Reduced Lunch 51.7%

JCPS
Balance of

The State

JCPS
Balance of

The State

Spring 2023 3rd Grade Proficiency in Reading
For Fall 2019 Kindergarteners
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Spring 2023 3rd Grade Proficiency in Reading
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32.6% of JCPS first-time Kindergarteners were proficient in 3rd

grade Math while 39.4% of the balance of the state were 

proficient in 3rd grade Math.

Among those kindergarten ready, JCPS students had a 3rd grade 

Math proficiency rate of 46.9% versus 57.8% for the balance of the 

state. 

For those not kindergarten ready, the Math proficiency rates were 

much lower, 17.2% in JCPS and 20.1% for balance of the state.

Spring 2023 3rd Grade Proficiency in Math
For Fall 2019 Kindergarteners
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Total, All Students 57.8% 46.9%

Asian, Non-Hispanic 77.3% 75.4%

Black, Non-Hispanic 42.3% 24.1%

Hispanic or Latino, regardless of race 53.1% 48.0%

Other Race, Non-Hispanic 53.4% 49.1%

White, Non-Hispanic 58.9% 61.3%

Paid Lunch 70.6% 71.8%

Free/Reduced Lunch 49.8% 35.5%

JCPS
Balance of

The State

JCPS
Balance of

The State

Spring 2023 3rd Grade Proficiency in Math
For Fall 2019 Kindergarteners
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College-Going

College-going rate among graduates from JCPS overall were 

lower than the balance of the state since 2015.

Overall, English language learners (ELL) and those eligible to 

receive free or reduced-price lunch (FRL) had higher college-

going rates in JCPS than the balance of the state. 

Those that were not ELL or eligible for FRL had lower college-

going rates over time in JCPS than the balance of the state.



College-Going Rates
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Employment after Graduation

Employment rates after graduation in Kentucky for those not 

enrolling in postsecondary were higher among JCPS graduates than 

the balance of the state with greater median salaries as well in 

almost every demographic.

In every race, FRL, and English Language Learner category, 

Kentucky employment rates are consistently higher than the 

balance of the state.

For 2022 graduates, 87.6% of JCPS graduates were either enrolled in 

PS or employed in Kentucky within one year of graduation, just 

above the balance of the state rate of 87.4%.
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Ready to Learn More?

@kystats
kystats.ky.gov

Matt Berry, Ph.D.
Executive Director

matt.berry@ky.gov

Join our mailing list!


