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Kentucky Department of Agriculture’s (KDA) Priority Role in Emergencies:

Assist with Livestock Disease Prevention, Containment, & General Animal Welfare
Office of State Veterinarian (OSV) Serves as ESF-11 (Agriculture Designee) with KY Emergency Operations 
Center

Preparedness:
• Participate in Training Exercises (Foreign Animal Disease Southern Agriculture Functional 

Exercise (FAD SAFE) November 2021
• Longstanding Relationships with Kentucky’s Livestock Producer Groups
• Familiarity with USDA Personnel and Regulations

Response:
• Identify Impacted Livestock Operations
• Mobilize KDA Staff to Assist with Biosecurity & Sanitary Disposal of Deceased Livestock
• Assist with Coordination of Resources such as Fencing, Feed, Water, & Veterinary Care



KDA’s Expanded Role with Emergencies:

• Communicate with Affected Parties and Coordinate Networking with Government & Agricultural Stakeholders
• Solicit Feedback from Community Agricultural Representatives & Local Officials on Severity & Immediate 

Needs
• Facilitate Identification, Donation & Deployment of Financial & Physical Resources
• Develop Web Resources for Producers and Other Service Providers



Impact to Kentucky Agriculture:

• Significant Harm to Numerous Commercial Farming Operations
• Destruction of Facilities & Equipment

• Grain Facilities
• Poultry Barns
• Equipment Sheds
• Fences

• Death, Impairment, and Displacement of Livestock
• Damage to Woodlands
• Littering of Fields with Debris



Impact to Kentucky Agriculture:

• Limited Impact to Commercial Farming Operations
• Destruction of a Few Commercial Produce Fields
• Loss of Production Due to Contamination
• Drowning, Impairment, and Dislocation of Livestock 

• Significant Impact to Small Farming Operations & Home 
Gardeners
• Drowning, Impairment, and Dislocation of Livestock 
• Loss of Hoop Structures for Produce
• Loss of Production Due to Contamination
• Inability to Preserve Products for Winter
• Destruction of Hay and Pasture Fields with Need for 

Reseeding
• Loss of Small Equipment & Hand Tools
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Eastern Kentucky Floods Comments Related to Small Animal Issues

Eastern Kentucky Floods Comments Related to Small Animal Issues

1.  Authority related to Small Animal Emergency Management
a.  Pets (dogs, cats, rabbits, reptiles etc) are not adequately addressed in the State Emergency Operations Plan. Per the November 2020 
plan, pets are only mentioned under ESF 6 Mass Care, Emergency Assistance, Temporary Housing and Human Services. 
b.  Under ESF6 the Primary agencies are American Red Cross, KY Department of PH and KY Voluntary Organizations. 

i.  Kentucky Department of Agriculture is listed as a supporting agency with responsibility to assist the ESF 6 Work group 
through the development of guidance to be used in determining the suitability of structures for use as pet and service 
animal shelters and assist in the handling of pets and other animals at evacuee reception and sheltering facilities and 
provide coordination with local veterinarians, farm programs and USDA to assist in the provision of care at animal shelters.

1.  KDA has no subject matter experts in the area of small animal veterinary medicine or pet care.
2.  KDA has no expertise related to shelter medicine and shelter assessment for disaster events.
3.  There is no state authority over the animal shelters in Kentucky. In addition there are no set standards for 
these facilities or the care or management of animals in these facilities. 
4.  The KDA has not identified authority to enter into MOU/MOA or vendor contracts related to the small 
animal disaster response.  

2. KDA’s action related to small animals during the Eastern KY Floods
a.  State Veterinarian participated in the National Animal Rescue and Sheltering Coalition (NARSC) Nightly call starting on August 1 thru 
August 12.
b.  State Veterinarian assisted NGO organizations with tracking resource requests through the WebEOC and solicitation of assistance for 
county pet issues.
c.  KDA SV reviewed WebEOC requests and supported approval of request but unable to fill resource requests. 
d. KDA SV coordinated veterinary care of small animals with KY Veterinary Medical Association Executive Director. 
e.  KDA SV collaborated with KY Humane Society Director on providing assistance and resources to the KY River Animal Shelter and Floyd 
County Animal Shelter.
f.  KDS SV received several inquiries regarding pet food and supply distribution centers and donations. Unfortunately, individual NGOs 
were coordinating separately with no central distribution management of pet food or supplies. 



Eastern Kentucky Floods Comments Related to Small Animal Issues (Continued)

3. Identified Small Animal Flood Response Challenges

a. Lack of state or county primary responsible entity for small animal disaster response.

b. No structure to the small animal response with limited knowledge in the counties of how to address the small animal related 

emergency issues. 

c. Lack of information being submitted from the counties related to small animal response. Limited to no information was captured 

under ESF 6 activities in the affected counties. 

d. Several response NGOs on the ground with limited coordination and reporting 

e. No coordination of Resource Requests and challenge to identify who was able to fill the resource request. Early on NGOs were 

purchasing supplies with no recording or tracking. 

f. Many truckloads of pet food were shipped into the area but only certain folks were receiving the goods. No distribution 

management system and no knowledge of inventory or needs. 

g. KDA not aware of ESF 6 Workgroup 



What’s Needed for the Next Disaster?

• Meeting today with KDA, Kentucky Farm Bureau, University of Kentucky & Others to Discuss
• Additional Resources for Office of State Veterinarian (Disease Outbreaks & Natural Disasters)
• Continued Communication Between Agencies, Stakeholders, & Community Leaders
• Federal Programs Designed to Prevent, Prepare for, and Assist with Recovery in Expedited Manner
• Consideration that Weather Events Don’t Respect County Lines
• Further Clarification of Jurisdictional Issues and Strategies for Addressing Unmet Needs
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