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Disaster Prevention Task Force 
Discussion 

Kentucky is Facing Disasters of Increasing Frequency 

and Intensity

Kentucky’s Response To Disasters Has Strong Support at the Local, State, 

Federal  and Interstate Levels

Kentucky Is Employing Emerging Best Practices and New Resources to

Increase Preparation, Response, Recovery, and Mitigation Capabilities



Declared Disasters By the Numbers  
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Years

Number of Disasters

15 20 25 30 35

2010 to Present

2015 to Present

2020 to Present

KY

33

FL

31
TN

29

KY

27

FL

27
TN

23

TN

20
FL

21

KY

19



Measured Rainfall as of Feb 17th 0600



DR- 4860 (Storms/Floods/Tornadoes)
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Incident Period: February 14, 2025 -

March 7, 2025

Major Disaster Declaration Declared: 

February 24, 2025

IA: Declared

PA: Declared

HM: Declared



*

134 Households 
Sheltered 353 Individuals 

Sheltered 190 Households 
Transitioned Out

COMMONWEALTH 
SHELTERING PROGRAM 

DR-4860

Households in State Parks

17

Households in TTUs

102

Households in Hotels

15
Eligible for Shelter

and Pending Placement

0

0800 @ 6/25/25

COMMONWEALTH 
SHELTERING PROGRAM 

DR-4860

COMMONWEALTH 
SHELTERING PROGRAM 

DR-4860



Disaster Recovery Centers 4860

14 Disaster Recovery Centers have closed 



Rainfall from April Flooding 



DR- 4864 (Storms/Floods/Tornadoes)
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Incident Period: April 2, 2025 -

May 16, 2025 * 

Major Disaster Declaration Declared: 

April 24, 2025

IA: 37 counties Declared

PA: 83 Counties Requested (Pending)

HM: Statewide (Pending)



*
144 Households 

Sheltered 420 Individuals 
Sheltered 83 Households 

Transitioned Out

Households in State Parks

29

Households in TTUs

0

Households in Hotels

115
Eligible for Shelter 

and Pending Placement

5

0800 @ 6/25/25

COMMONWEALTH 
SHELTERING PROGRAM 

DR-4864



Disaster Recovery Centers 4864

13 
Disaster 
Recovery 
Centers 
have 
closed



Infrastructure, Tools, Technology

• State Emergency Operations Center, State Partners, National Weather Service

• Regional Warehouses (5) with stored emergency relief supplies

• WebEOC statewide interface

• Agency owned resources for deployment. Ex. generators, laundry trailers

• IFLOWS monitoring system, upgrade requested

• Urban Search and Rescue (US&R)

• Aerial Documentation

• Disaster Needs Hotline, Unmet needs call center-6972 calls 

• Kentucky Qualification System, IMT and EOC operators

• Kentucky Mutual Aid System

• Statewide Mutual Aid Agreement 



Urban Search and Rescue
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• KYEM USAR leadership organized response 

from onset of each incident 

• Alerted and rostered teams for each flooding 

event in advance for rapid deployment.

- February flood event KY US&R 

deployed 22 Kentucky swift water 

teams, 2 FEMA, 3 EMAC teams

- April flood event KY teams used locally 

and supported by 3 FEMA and 2 EMAC 

teams along with Florida Incident 

Support Team.

Validated efforts by KYEM: (does not include many of the local departments) 

Rescued 116

Evacuated 340



Documentation of Impact



Contact Information

What is 

KQS? 

Director Eric Gibson

Kentucky Division of Emergency Management

100 Minuteman Parkway, Suite 103

Frankfort, Kentucky 40601

502-607-1682

Email: Eric.Gibson@ky.gov

https://kyem.ky.gov/Pages/default.aspx
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