Proposed KY Board of Medical Imaging and Radiation Therapy (KBMIRT) Legislation 2025
What the Bill Does:
· Provides for licensure of magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) technologists and diagnostic medical sonographers
· Provides for two new board members to represent these professions on KBMIRT
· Peace of mind for patients, employers, insurers that professionals are qualified
· Provides for licensure of student medical imaging technologists
· Provides language to require a fingerprint federal and state criminal background check for applicants
· Authorizes the board to issue advisory opinions or declaratory rulings
· Consolidates statutes within KRS 311B by repealing for efficiency/readability (19 > 16 total, three repealed)
· Grandfathers individuals currently practicing MRI or sonography; requires them to become licensed by KBMIRT prior to 1/1/27, without certification.  After 1/1/27, education + national certification required.

What the Bill Does Not Do:
· Does not prohibit licensed healthcare practitioners or providers from engaging in the full scope of practice authorized by the license for that person's profession or training (e.g. nurses, physicians, physical therapists, etc.)
· Does not prohibit persons from performing ultrasounds for therapeutic or non-diagnostic purposes (e.g. entertainment or “keepsake” ultrasounds for expectant parents)
· Is silent as to equipment- regulates individual people practicing their profession in Kentucky

Significance of the Bill:
· According to the national certification website there are 800 individuals certified in MRI and 1600 individuals certified in sonography in Kentucky. 
· There is currently no regulatory oversight of these professionals by the Commonwealth of Kentucky, and therefore no means for citizens to have confidence that the MRI technologist or Sonographer is qualified to perform the exam; and no administrative recourse should the patient have a complaint, leaving the courts as a patient’s sole remedy.
· Currently unlicensed professionals legally perform “sensitive procedures” (e.g. transvaginal ultrasound, breast MRI biopsies) of a very personal/intimate nature, administer contrast/dye/drugs into patients, are alone with vulnerable patients for potentially long durations, and have access/proximity to controlled substances.
· Safeguards the Commonwealth from unqualified individuals providing diagnostic images
· MRI Safety Concerns
· Screening patients for contraindications: foreign objects in the body, implanted devices (pacemakers, stents, etc.), metallic objects.  The strong magnetic field of the MRI can attract and accelerate ferromagnetic objects toward the center of the machine and turn them into dangerous projectiles. (see NIH article “Magnetic Resonance Imaging Contraindications”, May 1, 2023
· Correct patient positioning during MRI to reduce thermal/electrical Burns: Burns can be caused by ECG leads, pulse oximeters, other external metal-containing monitoring devices, if a patient’s body is touching the radiofrequency coils, or when there is skin-to-skin contact during the scan – highest risk in obese patients. (see Cleveland Clinic Journal of Medicine, “A second-degree burn after MRI”, May 2017; and “MRI induced deep tissue burn presenting to the emergency department”, August 2022
· Sonography Safety Concerns
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Good practice and safe use: During an ultrasound exam, the technologist is required to be educationally trained and demonstrate competence in order to produce quality images for Kentucky citizens. Technologists who have not demonstrated competence are at risk of capturing images that do not accurately represent the anatomy and/or pathology of a patient during the ultrasound exam. The physician relies on the technologist to capture images in multiple aspects to properly diagnose a patient. If an incompetent, untrained sonographer does not capture high quality images, the safety of patients is jeopardized and misdiagnoses can easily occur.
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