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Respiratory Care Interstate Compact 	
The passage of the Respiratory Care interstate Compact in the 2026 legislative session leads us to make changes in our statutes that bring us in compliance with the law. These changes include fingerprint driven criminal background checks, disciplinary action changes and a clear definition of telehealth care. 

Advance Practice Respiratory Therapist (APRT)
This legislation addresses the  growing need for specialized cardiopulmonary providers in our state's healthcare system. APRTs are highly educated and trained healthcare professionals with a scope of practice beyond that of a traditional Registered Respiratory Therapist (RRT), enabling them to assess, diagnose, manage, and treat patients with complex cardiopulmonary diseases in collaboration with physicians. As  graduates of a master's level program accredited by the Commission on Accreditation for Respiratory Care (CoARC), these practitioners have a focus on advanced pathophysiology, pharmacology, and disease management including 1,200 hours of  residency under a licensed physician.
The implementation of APRT licensure will provide several key benefits for our state:
· Improved Access to Care: With ongoing shortages of physician specialists in pulmonology and critical care, APRTs are well-positioned to fill critical gaps, especially in rural or underserved areas.
· Enhanced Patient Outcomes and Efficiency: Through delegation of  appropriate services, APRTs enable a more collaborative and efficient care model, leading to better continuity of care and a reduction in hospital readmissions for chronic conditions like COPD and asthma.
· Standardized Competency and Safety: Establishing a clear licensure pathway ensures that all APRTs meet rigorous national standards for education, training, and competence, thereby protecting the public and ensuring safe, high-quality care.
· Modernized Healthcare System: Recognizing the APRT role through licensure aligns our state with national standards and best practices for advanced practice providers, ensuring our healthcare system remains at the forefront of innovative patient care delivery.

Respiratory Care Apprentice
Employment for respiratory therapists is growing much faster than average, and apprenticeships speed up entry into these roles. Respiratory therapy apprenticeships benefit the workforce by combining paid on-the-job training with formal education, which helps hospitals overcome severe staff shortages while making high-skill healthcare careers more accessible. Apprenticeships help non-traditional and underrepresented students enter healthcare fields and remove financial barriers  by allowing them to earn wages while they learn. Adding a regulatory aspect to apprenticeships allows them to have an expanded scope of practice as they gain experience and education.   

General Housekeeping Amendments
General Housekeeping Amendments include additions, changes or clarifications to suspension, reactivation, reinstatement , a statutory civil penalty cap and other disciplinary processes. There are changes  to the Limited Licensee scope of practice that will allow them to perform arterial puncture and clearly defines physiologic ventilatory support. The bill draft identifies the certification period for continuing education and update the language that allows Board to process a license renewal for individuals who failed to comply with CEU requirements. 

