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OMB Control Number:  0970-0114 

Expiration Date:  02/29/2024 

 

THE PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT OF 1995 (Pub. L. 104ς13) 

The purpose of this information collection is the application for CCDF funds and provides 
!/C ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǎǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ŀōƻǳǘΣ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜǎΩ ŀƴŘ 
¢ŜǊǊƛǘƻǊƛŜǎΩ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŎŀǊŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΦ tǳōƭƛŎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ōǳǊŘŜƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
information is estimated to average 200 hours per response, including the time for 
reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing the 
form. This is a mandatory collection of information (Pub. L.113ς186), and 42 U.S.C 9858. 

An agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to, a 
collection of information subject to the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act of 
1995, unless it displays a currently valid OMB control number. The OMB # is 0970-0114 
and the expiration date is 02/29/2024. If you have any comments on this collection of 
information, please contact ACF Office of Child Care. 

 

 
 
 

Child Care and Development Fund (CCDF) Plan  

for 

State/Territory  Kentucky   

FFY 2022 ς 24 

 
This Plan describes the Child Care and Development Fund program to be administered by the 
state or territory for the period from 10/1/2021 to 9/30/2024, as provided for in the applicable 
statutes and regulations. The Lead Agency has the flexibility to modify this program at any time, 
including amending the options selected or described. 

For purposes of simplicity and clarity, the specific provisions of applicable laws printed herein 
are sometimes paraphrases of, or excerpts and incomplete quotations from, the full text. The 
Lead Agency acknowledges its responsibility to adhere to the applicable laws regardless of these 
modifications.  
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Introduction and How to Approach Plan Development 

The Child Care and Development Fund (CCDF) program provides resources to state, territory, 
and tribal grantees that enable low-income parents to work or pursue education and training so 
that they can better support their families while at the same time promoting the learning and 
development of their children. The CCDF program also provides funding to enhance the quality 
of child care for all children.  

The CCDF Plan is how states and territories apply for CCDF funding (658E (a)) and is the primary 
mechanism that the Administration for Children and Families (ACF) uses to determine state and 
territory compliance with the requirements of the law and rule (98.16). ACF acknowledges that 
in the FY 2022 ς 2024 Plan, states and territories may still be operating under approved waivers 
related to the COVID-19 pandemic and where appropriate plan responses should reflect the 
approved waivers. The CCDF Plan allows states and territories to describe their implementation 
of the CCDF program and it is organized into the following sections: 

1. Define CCDF Leadership and Coordination with Relevant Systems and Funding Sources 

2. Promote Family Engagement Through Outreach and Consumer Education 

3. Provide Stable Child Care Financial Assistance to Families 

4. Ensure Equal Access to Child Care for Low-Income Children 

5. Establish Standards and Monitoring Processes to Ensure the Health and Safety of Child 
Care Settings 

6. Recruit and Retain a Qualified and Effective Child Care Workforce 

7. Support Continuous Quality Improvement 

8. Ensure Grantee Program Integrity and Accountability 

These organizational categories reflect key goals of an integrated system of child care for low-
income working families. Although the Plan is divided into sections for reporting and 
accountability purposes, ACF encourages Lead Agencies to approach the Plan in a cross-cutting, 
integrated manner. The intention is that grantees and the federal government will be able to 
use this information to track and assess progress, determine the need for technical assistance 
(TA), and determine compliance with specific requirements.   

 

Citations 

ACF recognizes that Lead Agencies use different mechanisms to establish policies, such as state 
statute, regulations, administrative rules, or policy manuals or policy issuances. When asked to 
provide a citation in the CCDF Plan, Lead Agencies should list the citation(s) for the policy that 
clearly identifies and establishes the requirement and that allows the Lead Agency to enforce 
the requirement. Lead Agencies may list multiple sources as needed to cover all types of 
providers receiving CCDF (e.g., policies for licensed providers may be established in licensing 
regulations, and policies for license-exempt providers may be in subsidy rules). These citations 
are intended to provide documentation to support the requested information but not replace 
requested responses or descriptions.  Complete answers must include citations, responses, and 
descriptions. 
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CCDF Plan Submission 

States and territories will submit their Plans electronically through the ACF-118 electronic 
submission site. The ACF-118 site will include all language and questions included in the final 
CCDF Plan Preprint template approved by the Office of Management and Budget. Please note 
that the format of the questions on the ACF-118 site could be modified from the Word version 
of the document to ensure compliance with Section 508 policies regarding accessibility to 
electronic and information technology for individuals with disabilities.  
(See http://www.section508.gov/ for more information.) 

In responding to questions, states and territories are asked to provide brief, specific summaries 
and/or bullet points only with specific language that responds to the question. Do not use tables 
or copy and paste charts, add attachments, or paste manuals into the Plan. All information and 
materials developed to support CCDF implementation and information reported in the CCDF 
Plan are subject to review by ACF as part of ongoing oversight and monitoring efforts. 

  

http://www.section508.gov/
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1 Define Leadership and Coordination with Relevant Systems and Funding 
Sources 

This section identifies the leadership for the CCDF program in each Lead Agency and the entities 
and individuals who will participate in the implementation of the program. It also identifies the 
stakeholders that were consulted to develop the Plan and who the Lead Agency collaborates 
with to implement services. Respondents are asked to identify how match and maintenance-of-
effort (MOE) funds are used. Lead Agencies explain their coordination with child care resource 
and referral (CCR&R) systems and describe their efforts on their disaster preparedness and 
response plans to support continuity of operations in response to emergencies. 

1.1 CCDF Leadership 

The Governor of a state or territory must designate an agency (which may be an appropriate 
collaborative agency) or establish a joint interagency office to represent the state or territory as 
the Lead Agency. The Lead Agency agrees to administer the program in accordance with 
applicable federal laws and regulations and the provisions of this Plan, including the assurances 
and certifications appended hereto (658D; 658E(c)(1) and 98.16 (a)). Note: An amendment to 
the CCDF State Plan is required if the Lead Agency changes or if the Lead Agency official 
changes. 

1.1.1 Which Lead Agency is designated to administer the CCDF program? 

Identify the Lead Agency or joint interagency office designated by the state or territory. ACF will 
send official grant correspondence, such as grant awards, grant adjustments, Plan approvals, 
and disallowance notifications, to the designated contact identified here (658D(a) and 98.16(a)). 

 Lead Agency or Joint Interagency Office Information: 

Name of Lead Agency: Cabinet for Health and Family Services (CHFS)/Department for Community 

Based Services (DCBS)/Division of Child Care (DCC) 

Street Address: 275 East Main Street, 3W-A 

City: Frankfort 

State: Kentucky 

ZIP Code: 40621  

Web Address for Lead Agency: Department for Community Based Services - Cabinet for 
Health and Family Services (ky.gov) 

 Lead Agency or Joint Interagency Official Contact Information: 

Lead Agency Official First Name: Marta 

Lead Agency Official Last Name: Miranda-Straub 

Title: DCBS Commissioner 

Phone Number: 502-564-3834  

Email Address: marta.mirandastraub@ky.gov 

1.1.2 Who is the CCDF Administrator? 

https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dcbs/Pages/default.aspx
https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dcbs/Pages/default.aspx
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Identify the CCDF Administrator designated by the Lead Agency, the day-to-day contact, or the 
ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƻǊ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅΩǎ //5C ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ !/C ǿƛƭƭ 
send programmatic communications, such as program announcements, program instructions, 
and data collection instructions, to the designated contact identified here. If there is more than 
one designated contact with equal or shared responsibility for administering the CCDF program, 
please identify the Co-Administrator or the person with administrative responsibilities and 
include his or her contact information. 

 CCDF Administrator Contact Information:  

CCDF Administrator First Name: Sarah 

CCDF Administrator Last Name: Vanover 

Title of the CCDF Administrator: Director, Division of Child Care 

Phone Number: 502-564-2524 ext. 3762 

Email Address: sarah.vanover@ky.gov 

 CCDF Co-Administrator Contact Information (if applicable): 

CCDF Co-Administrator First Name: Lesa 

CCDF Co-Administrator Last Name: Dennis 

Title of the CCDF Co-Administrator: DCBS Deputy Commissioner 

Phone Number: 502-564-3703 ext. 3838 

Email Address: lesa.dennis@ky.gov 

Description of the Role of the Co-Administrator: Support the Division of Child Care Director and 

Lead Agency with regulatory oversight 

1.2 CCDF Policy Decision Authority 

The Lead Agency has broad authority to administer (i.e., establish rules) and operate  
(i.e., implement activities) the CCDF program through other governmental, non-governmental, 
or public or private local agencies as long as the Lead Agency retains overall responsibility for 
the administration of the program (658D(b) and 98.16 (d)(1)). Administrative and 
implementation responsibilities undertaken by agencies other than the Lead Agency must be 
governed by written agreements that specify the mutual roles and responsibilities of the Lead 
Agency and other agencies in meeting the program requirements. 

1.2.1 Which of the following CCDF program rules and policies are administered (i.e., set or 
established) at the state or territory level or local level? Identify whether CCDF program rules 
and policies are established by the state or territory (even if operated locally) or whether the 
CCDF policies or rules are established by local entities, such as counties or workforce boards 
(98.16(d)(1)). Check one. 

Ἠ  a.  All program rules and policies are set or established at the state or territory level.  
If checked, skip to question 1.2.2. 

 δ b.  Some or all program rules and policies are set or established by local entities or 
agencies. If checked, indicate which entities establish the following policies. Check all 
that apply. 
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i. Eligibility rules and policies (e.g., income limits) are set by the: 

ἦ State or territory.  Identify the entity.  Click or tap here to enter text. 

ἦ Local entity (e.g., counties, workforce boards, early learning coalitions). If 
checked, identify the entity and describe the eligibility policies the local entity(ies) 
can set. Click or tap here to enter text.   

ἦ Other. Describe: Click or tap here to enter text. 

ii. Sliding-fee scale is set by the: 

ἦ A. State or territory.  Identify the entity.  Click or tap here to enter text. 

ἦ B. Local entity (e.g., counties, workforce boards, early learning coalitions). If 
checked, identify the entity and describe the sliding fee scale policies the local 
entity(ies) can set. Click or tap here to enter text.   

ἦ C. Other. Describe: Click or tap here to enter text. 

iii. Payment rates and payment policies are set by the: 

ἦ A. State or territory. Identify the entity.  Click or tap here to enter text. 

ἦ B. Local entity (e.g., counties, workforce boards, early learning coalitions). If 
checked, identify the entity and describe the payment rates and payment 
policies the local entity(ies) can set. Click or tap here to enter text.   

ἦ C. Other. Describe: Click or tap here to enter text. 

iv. Licensing standards and processes are set by the: 

ἦ A. State or territory. Identify the entity.  Click or tap here to enter text. 

ἦ B. Local entity (e.g., counties, workforce boards, early learning coalitions). If 
checked, identify the entity and describe the type of licensing standards and 
processes the local entity(ies) can set. Click or tap here to enter text.  

ἦ C. Other. Describe. Click or tap here to enter text. 

v. Standards and monitoring processes for license-exempt providers are set by the: 

ἦ  State or territory. Identify the entity.  Click or tap here to enter text. 

ἦ  Local entity (e.g., counties, workforce boards, early learning coalitions). If 
checked, identify the entity and describe the type of standards and 
monitoring processes for license-exempt providers the local entity(ies) can 
set. Click or tap here to enter text. 

ἦ  Other. Describe: Click or tap here to enter text. 

vi. Quality improvement activities, including QRIS are set by the: 

ἦ A. State or territory. Identify the entity.  Click or tap here to enter text. 

ἦ B. Local entity (e.g., counties, workforce boards, early learning coalitions). If 
checked, identify the entity and describe the type of quality improvement 
activities the local entity(ies) can set. Click or tap here to enter text. 
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ἦ C. Other. Describe: Click or tap here to enter text. 

vii. Other. List and describe any other program rules and policies that are set at a level other 
than the state or territory level: Click or tap here to enter text. 

1.2.2 The Lead Agency has broad authority to operate (i.e., implement activities) through other 
agencies, as long as it retains overall responsibility. Complete the table below to identify which 
entity(ies) implements or performs CCDF services.  

  Check the box(es) to indicate which entity(ies) implement or perform CCDF services. 

 
CCDF Activity 

CCDF Lead 
agency 

TANF 
agency 

Local 
government 

agencies CCR&R 

Community-
based 

organizations 

Who conducts 
eligibility 
determinations? 

Ἠ ἦ ἦ ἦ ἦ 

Who assists parents 
in locating child care 
(consumer 
education)? 

Ἠ Ἠ ἦ Ἠ Ἠ 

Who issues 
payments? 

Ἠ ἦ ἦ ἦ ἦ 

Who monitors 
licensed providers? 

Ἠ ἦ ἦ ἦ ἦ 

Who monitors 
license-exempt 
providers? 

Ἠ ἦ ἦ ἦ ἦ 

Who operates the 
quality improvement 
activities? 

Ἠ ἦ ἦ ἦ ἦ 

 Other. List and describe any other state or territory agencies or partners that implement or 
perform CCDF services and identify their responsibilities. Click or tap here to enter text.    

1.2.3 Describe the processes the Lead Agency uses to oversee and monitor CCDF administration and 
implementation responsibilities performed by other agencies as reported above in 1.2.1 and 
1.2.2 (98.16(b)). In the description include: 

¶ Written agreements. Note: The contents of the written agreement may vary based on 
the role the agency is asked to assume or type of project but must include at a minimum 
the elements below (98.11(a)(3)). 
o Tasks to be performed  
o Schedule for completing tasks  
o Budget which itemizes categorical expenditures in accordance with CCDF 

requirements 
o Monitoring and auditing procedures  
o Indicators or measures to assess performance of those agencies 

¶ Any other processes to oversee and monitor other agencies. 
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¢ƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ !ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ CƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ aanagement (DAFM) is responsible 
for thŜ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ōǳŘƎŜǘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƻǾŜǊǎƛƎƘǘΣ 
monitoring, auditing, and assuring process compliance with CCDF requirements at § 
фуΦсрόƘύΣ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ ŀǳŘƛǘƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ /IC{Ωǎ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜǎΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ 
routine monitoring of contracts and agreements.  CHFS may issue penalties of up to 5% of 
the total amount of the contract for failure to perform services outlined within a 
ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘΩǎ ǎŎƻǇŜ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪΦ  LŦ /IC{ ŜƭŜŎǘǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƴŀƭǘȅ ŎƭŀǳǎŜǎ ƛƴ ŀ 
particular instance, a corrective action plan may be issued to facilitate resolving 
performance issues prior to imposing penalties.        
 ¢ƘŜ ŀƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƻǇŜ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǎŎƻǇŜ 
of work outlines activities and expected outcomes, timeframes, and a submitted budget 
which itemizes the expenditures associated with contract deliverables.  Each contract 
vendor meets with the Lead Agency on a monthly basis to review deliverables and to see if 
the contract agency needs any additional supports from the Lead Agency.   
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1.2.4 Upon request, and to the extent practicable and appropriate, Lead Agencies must ensure any 
code or software for child care information systems or information technology for which a Lead 
Agency or other agency expends CCDF funds to develop must be made available to other public 
agencies. This includes public agencies in other states, for their use in administering child care or 
related programs (98.15(a)(11)). Assure by describing how the Lead Agency makes child care 
information systems (e.g., subsidy, registry, and QRIS systems) available to public agencies in 
other states. /IC{Ωǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ systems and information technology policy apply to all internal CHFS 

employees, consultants, temporary personnel, third party providers under contract with a CHFS agency, 
and other entities that interact with CHFS information related resources.  This policy covers the applicable 
computer software, application, configuration, business data, and data communication systems.  
Although such a request has not been received to date, Kentucky would share information technology or 
systems upon request of another public agency to the extent practicable and appropriate.   
 The Kentucky Integrated Child Care System (KICCS) is the data management system for child care 
in the state.  Data from this site is compiled annually through reports generated by the Kentucky Center 
for Statistics (KYSTATS).  Reports are also available to the public upon request.   Web Link: KYSTATS 
 In 2018, CHFS introduced an online portal (Integrated Eligibility and Enrollment Solution (IEES)) 
for Kentucky ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŎŀǊŜ ǎǳōǎƛŘȅ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ  ¢ƘŜ 
portal pulls real-time data directly from KICCS.  The portal includes a child care provider search that allows 
anyone (public included) to search licensed and certified child care providers by numerous criteria.  
Provider profiles include a detailed inspection history, costs, hours of operation, and subsidies available.  

Weblink:  kynect Home 

1.2.5 Lead Agencies must have in effect policies to govern the use and disclosure of confidential and 
personally identifiable information about children and families receiving CCDF assistance and 
child care providers receiving CCDF funds (98.15(b)(13)). Certify by describing tƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ 
policies related to the use and disclosure of confidential and personally identifiable information. 
Kentucky statutes prohibit accessing or releasing confidential information and/or records, or causing 
confidential information and/or records to be accessed or released to self, other individuals, clients, 
relatives, etc., outside the scope of the employee assigned job duties.  Violation may result in disciplinary 
action taken against the employee up to and including dismissal and may be subject to civil and criminal 
liability for the disclosure of the confidential information to unauthorized person.  
 Under KRS 194A.060, all records and reports of CHFS, which directly or indirectly identify a 
patient or client, or former patient or client, of CHFS or CHFS by a former name (CHR, CHS, and CFC), are 
confidential.          
 Under KRS 205.175, all public assistance communications, both written and oral, generated 
during the course of business are confidential and privileged.  KRS 205.835 prohibits the unauthorized use 
of information by an employee.          
Citation: KRS 194A.060 Confidentialy of record and reports 
Citation: KRS 205.175 Confidential treatment of information and records                                            
Citation:  KRS 205.835 Disclosure of financial data pertinent to applicants for or recipients of 
benefits  

1.3 Consultation in the Development of the CCDF Plan 

The Lead Agency is responsible for developing the CCDF Plan, which serves as the application for 
a 3-year implementation period. As part of the Plan development process, Lead Agencies must 
consult with the following: 

(1) Appropriate representatives of units of general purpose local governmentτ
(658D(b)(2); 98.10(c); 98.12(b); 98.14(b)). General purpose local governments 
are defined by the U.S. Census at 

https://kystats.ky.gov/
https://kynect.ky.gov/s/?language=en_US
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=6640
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=7643
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=7849
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=7849
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https://www.census.gov/newsroom/cspan/govts/20120301_cspan_govts_def_
3.pdf. 

(2) The State Advisory Council (SAC) on Early Childhood Education and Care 
(pursuant to 642B(b)(I)(A)(i) of the Head Start Act) (658E(c)(2)(R); 98.15(b)(1)) 
or similar coordinating body pursuant to 98.14(a)(1)(vii). 

(3) Indian tribe(s) or tribal organization(s) within the state. This consultation should be 
done in a timely manner and at the option of the Indian tribe(s) or tribal 
organization(s) (658D(b)(1)(E)). 

 
Consultation involves meeting with or otherwise obtaining input from an appropriate agency in 
the development of the state or territory CCDF Plan. Describe the partners engaged to provide 
services under the CCDF program as described in question 1.4.1. 

1.3.1 5ŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǘƛƻƴ efforts in the development of the CCDF Plan. Note:  
Lead Agencies must describe in a. ς c. consultation efforts with required partners listed in Rule 
and Statute.  ACF recognizes that there is great value in consulting with other entities and has 
provided element d. for Lead Agencies to identify consultation efforts with other agencies or 
organizations. 

 Describe how the Lead Agency consulted with appropriate representatives of general 
purpose local governments. The Lead Agency consults with other general purpose government 

agencies in a variety of ways.  First, DCC consults with general-purpose local government through its 
participation on Community Early Childhood Councils (CECC).  Membership to individual councils is 
statutorily mandated and charged with creating a local vision for early childhood service delivery, 
including child care.  Individuals receiving CCDF funds are members of these councils, along with other 
general-purpose government representatives.  At the beginning of the CCDF plan development, DCC 
hosted a webinar for all the CECCs in order to receive necessary feedback.     
 Regional Child Care Administrators through the Kentucky Child Care Aware Network of Services 
also solicit feedback from local government entities within their assigned regions and share this input 
back with the Lead Agency through established structures for communication and information sharing.  

Citation: KRS 200.707 Community early childhood councils  
 Describe how the Lead Agency consulted with the State Advisory Council or similar 

coordinating body. Per KRS 200.700, the Kentucky State Child Care Administrator is a statutorily 

mandated, voting member of the Early Childhood Advisory Council (ECAC), as is the CHFS Secretary.  
The ECAC meets at least quarterly and at other times upon call of the chair or majority of the council.  
The ECAC is charged with making recommendations to CHFS.    
 Members of the ECAC were asked to serve on a stakeholder group that offered feedback prior to 
the development of the CCDF plan.  Other selected members of the ECAC were asked to participate in 
work groups that created the new draft of the state plan.  All ECAC members received a personal 
invitation to the public hearing of the CCDF plan, and feedback generated from the public hearing will 
be incorporated into the final draft of the plan.      
 Kentucky also has a Child Care Advisory Council (CCAC).  This council is consulted for continuous 
feedback during its quarterly meetings.  Additionally, council members were asked to serve on the 
stakeholder group.         

 Citation:  KRS 199.8983 Kentucky Child Care Advisory Council 

Citation: KRS 200.707 Community early childhood councils 

Citation:  EO 2018-0581 Executive order relating to the reorganization of various education 
boards & councils 

 Describe, if applicable, how the Lead Agency consulted with Indian tribes(s) or tribal 
organizations(s) within the state. Note: The CCDF regulations recognize the need for states to 

https://www.census.gov/newsroom/cspan/govts/20120301_cspan_govts_def_3.pdf
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/cspan/govts/20120301_cspan_govts_def_3.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=42145
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=48085
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=42145
http://web.sos.ky.gov/execjournalimages/2018-MISC-2018-0581-256431.pdf
http://web.sos.ky.gov/execjournalimages/2018-MISC-2018-0581-256431.pdf
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conduct formal, structured consultation with Tribal governments, including Tribal leadership. 
Many states and tribes have consultation policies and procedures in place.  
N/A 

 Describe any other entities, agencies, or organizations consulted on the development of the 
CCDF Plan. The CCDF State Plan preliminary draft goes through multiple opportunities for review and 

revisions.  The process includes an internal review, a recommendation and comment period for fellow 
state agencies and departments involved in the development of the state plan, and a 30-day public 
comment period for public and private entities to submit written comments and attend a public 
ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ //5C {ǘŀǘŜ tƭŀƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ Ǉƭŀƴ ŘǊŀŦǘ ƛǎ ǇƻǎǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ 
and is circulated for feedback through the advisory councils.    
 Web Link: Division of Child Care                                 
The following list of agencies and partnerships on the CCDF State Plan is not all inclusive:  Office of the 
Inspector General, Department for Public Health, State Coordinator for Homelessness, Division of 
Family Support, Department for Behavioral Health and Intellectual Disabilities, Kentucky Child Care 
Aware Child Care Resource and Referral Network of Services, Department of Workforce Development, 
Department of Education, Child and Adult Care Food Program, Head Start and Early Head Start 
ƎǊŀƴǘŜŜǎΣ YŜƴǘǳŎƪȅ IŜŀŘ {ǘŀǊǘ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΣ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ 9ŀǊƭȅ /ƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘΣ YŜƴǘǳŎƪȅ ¸ƻǳǘƘ 
Advocates, Prichard Committee for Academic Excellence, United Way of Kentucky, Save the Children, 
Learning Grove, Child Care Advocates of Kentucky. 

1.3.2 Describe the statewide or territory-wide public hearing process held to provide the public with 
an opportunity to comment on the provision of child care services under this Plan 
(658D(b)(1)(C); 98.16(f)). Reminder: Lead Agencies are required to hold at least one public 
hearing in the state or territory, with sufficient statewide or territory-wide distribution of notice 
prior to such a hearing to enable the public to comment on the provision of child care services 
under the CCDF Plan. At a minimum, this description must include: 

 Date of the public hearing. May 19th, 2021 
Reminder: Must be no earlier than January 1, 2021, which is 9 months prior to the October 1, 
2021, effective date of the Plan. If more than one public hearing was held, please enter one 
date (e.g., the date of the first hearing, the most recent hearing or any hearing date that 
demonstrates this requirement).  

 Date of notice of public hearing (date for the notice of public hearing identified in a.. April 8th, 

2021  
Reminder: Must be at least 20 calendar days prior to the date of the public hearing. If more 
than one public hearing was held, enter one date of notice (e.g., the date of the first notice, 
the most recent notice or any date of notice that demonstrates this requirement).  

 How was the public notified about the public hearing? Please include specific website links if 
used to provide notice. . Statewide child care provider listserv, DCBS social media pages, Child Care 

Aware of Kentucky social media pages, DCC website, advisory council meetings, and posting the CCDF 
State Plan draft of the website for public comment review     
 Web Link: Division of Child Care       
 The Legislative Research Commission posts a calendar of standing and interim committee 
meetings, as well as a daily calendar, accessible from the main site.                     

Web Link: Kentucky General Assembly Schedules & Calendars - Legislative Research 
Commission 

 Hearing site or method, including how geographic regions of the state or territory were 
addressed. The public hearing was conducted through Zoom meeting.  The link was sent out in 

advance of the meeting so that all providers and agencies that would like to attend would have the 
opportunity. 

https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dcbs/dcc
https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dcbs/dcc
https://legislature.ky.gov/Schedules-Calendars/Pages/default.aspx
https://legislature.ky.gov/Schedules-Calendars/Pages/default.aspx
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 How the content of the Plan was made available to the public in advance of the public 
hearing. (e.g., the Plan was made available in other languages, in multiple formats, etc.)  
The preliminary plan is submitted in hardcopy to the Legislative Research Commission and made 
available through the Internet and email distribution. The Kentucky Legislature makes an effort to 
ensure the pages of their website are accessible to individuals with disabilities in accordance with 
Section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act.  Additionally, the Commonwealth of Kentucky has adopted the 
²ƻǊƭŘ ²ƛŘŜ ²ŜōΩǎ /ƻƴǎƻǊǘƛǳƳΩǎ ²Ŝō /ƻƴǘŜƴǘ !ŎŎŜǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ DǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎ мΦл /ƻƴŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ [ŜǾŜƭ 
ά5ƻǳōƭŜ-!Φέ  ¢ƘŜ /ƻƳƳƻƴǿŜŀƭǘƘ ƻŦ YŜƴǘǳŎƪȅ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎΣ ǳǇƻƴ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘΣ ǊŜŀǎƻƴŀōƭŜ ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ 
including auxiliary aids and services necessary to afford an individual with a disability an equal 
opportunity to participate in all services, programs, and activities.  To request materials in an 
ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜ ŦƻǊƳŀǘΣ ŜŀŎƘ ŀƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƻǊ ǇŜrsons 
responsible for providing the service within the agency.  Persons with hearing and speech impairments 
can contact each agency by using the Kentucky Relay Service, a toll-free telecommunications device for 
the deaf (TDD).  For voice to TDD, call 800-648-6057.  For TDD to voice, call 800-648-6056.    

Citation: Accessibility - Legislative Research Commission 

 
 How was the information provided by the public taken into consideration regarding the 

provision of child care services under this Plan? Public comments received through public 

hearing(s), stakeholder meetings, and written submissions are recorded and reviewed for 
consideration.  Amendments to the drafted content were made as a result of public comment when 
appropriate. 

1.3.3 Lead Agencies are required to make the submitted and final Plan, any Plan amendments, and 
any approved requests for temporary relief (i.e., waivers) publicly available on a website 
(98.14(d)). Please note that a Lead Agency must submit Plan amendments within 60 days of a 
ǎǳōǎǘŀƴǘƛŀƭ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ ό!ŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŀǘ 
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/occ/resource/pi-2009-01.) 

 Provide the website link to where the Plan, any Plan amendments, and/or waivers are 
available. Note: A Plan amendment is required if the website address where the Plan is 
posted is changed. Division of Child Care  

 Describe any other strategies that the Lead Agency uses to make the CCDF Plan and Plan 
amendments available to the public (98.14(d)). Check all that apply and describe the 
strategies below, including any relevant website links as examples. 

Ἠ Working with advisory committees. Describe: Click or tap here to enter text. 

Ἠ Working with child care resource and referral agencies. Describe:  
The Lead Agency contracts with the University of Kentucky for Child Care Aware Network of 
Services, which works in coordination on the development of the CCDF State Plan. 

ἦ Providing translation in other languages. Describe: Click or tap here to enter text.   

Ἠ Sharing through social media (e.g., Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, email). Describe:  
The Kentucky Department for Community Based Services social media accounts were utilized to 
advertise the public hearing. 

Ἠ Providing notification to stakeholders (e.g., parent and family groups, provider groups, 
advocacy  groups). Describe: YŜƴǘǳŎƪȅΩǎ {ǘŀǘŜ tƭŀƴ ƛǎ ǇƻǎǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ /ƘƛƭŘ /ŀǊŜΩǎ 
website and filed with the Legislative Research Commission, which coordinates opportunities for 
public hearing(s) in accordance with Kentucky Revised Statute (KRS) Chapter 45.  Notices to 
ǎǘŀƪŜƘƻƭŘŜǊ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƳŀŘŜ Ǿƛŀ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ƭƛǎǘǎŜǊǾΦ  ! ǎǘŀƪŜƘƻƭŘŜǊ group convened 
in May 2021 to provide feedback on the State Plan Pre-Print. 

https://legislature.ky.gov/policies-security/Pages/Accessibility.aspx
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/occ/resource/pi-2009-01
https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dcbs/dcc/Pages/default.aspx
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Ἠ Working with statewide afterschool networks or similar coordinating entities for out-of-
school time. 

ἦ Other. Describe: Click or tap here to enter text. 

1.4 Coordination with Partners to Expand Accessibility and Continuity of Care 

Lead Agencies are required to describe how the state or territory will efficiently, and to the 
extent practicable, coordinate child care services supported by CCDF with programs operating at 
the federal, state/territory, and local levels for children in the programs listed below. This 
includes programs for the benefit of Indian children, infants and toddlers, children with 
disabilities, children experiencing homelessness, and children in foster care (98.14(a)(1)). 

1.4.1 Describe how the Lead Agency coordinates the provision of child care services with the 
following programs to expand accessibility and continuity of care and to assist children enrolled 
in early childhood programs in receiving full-day services that meet the needs of working 
families (658E(c)(2)(O); 98.12(a); 98.14(a)).  

This list includes agencies or programs required by law or rule, along with a list of optional 
partners that Lead Agencies potentially would coordinate with over the next 3 years to expand 
accessibility and continuity of care and to assist children enrolled in early childhood programs in 
receiving full-day services. 

Include in the descriptions the goals of this coordination, such as: 

¶ extending the day or year of services for families. 

¶ smoothing transitions for children between programs or as they age into school. 

¶ enhancing and aligning the quality of services for infants and toddlers through  
school- age children. 

¶ linking comprehensive services to children in child care or school-age settings. 

¶ developing the supply of quality care for vulnerable populations (as defined by the Lead 
Agency) in child care and out-of-school time settings. 

 The Lead Agency is required to coordinate with the following agencies. Provide a description 
for how coordination occurred. 

i. Appropriate representatives of the general purpose local government, which can include 
counties, municipalities, or townships/towns. Describe the coordination goals, processes, 
and results: DCBS is partners with the Kentucky Department of Education and Kentucky Head Start 

grantees.  These entities work collaboratively to ensure children are ready to succeed in school, 
including wrap-around service coordination with child care providers to expand accessibility and 
continuity of care, and to assist children enrolled in early childhood programs that need full-day 
services.  Additionally, DCBS coordinates with local government through the work of the 
Community Early Childhood Councils.  Through a contract with the UƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ YŜƴǘǳŎƪȅΩǎ 
Network of Services, representation from DCBS should be in attendance at all Community Early 
Childhood Council meetings to partner with multiple agencies throughout local communities. 

ii. State Advisory Council on Early Childhood Education and Care or similar coordinating body 
(pursuant to 642B(b)(I)(A)(i) of the Head Start Act). Describe the coordination goals, 
processes, and results: On August 1, 2018, Governor Bevin issued an Executive Order 2018-0581 

abolishing the ECAC as established under KRS 200.700 and reforming the council to align with USC 
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42, Title 42, Chapter 105(II), 9837b and Section 642(b)(1)(a)(i) of the Head Start Act.  EO 2018-0581 
reduces the number of appointed members from 26 to 12.  ECAC meetings are still held quarterly, 
and a representative of the Lead Agency is still an official member of the committee. 
 Goals for the ECAC include improving the quality of early childhood programs, increasing supply 
and access to quality care, creating an aligned and unified early childhood system across Head 
Start, public preschool, and child care settings, and improving kindergarten readiness.           

Citation: KRS 200.700 Early Childhood Advisory Council - Membership - Meetings 
Citation:  EO 2018-0581 Executive order relating to the reorganization of various education 
boards & councils 
 

Ἠ Check here if the Lead Agency has official representation and a decision-making 
role in the State Advisory Council or similar coordinating body. 

iii. Indian tribe(s) and/or tribal organization(s), at the option of individual tribes. Describe the 
coordination goals, processes, and results, including which tribe(s) was (were) consulted:  
Click or tap here to enter text. 

Ἠ N/AτCheck here if there are no Indian tribes and/or tribal organizations in the 
state. 

iv. State/territory agency(ies) responsible for programs for children with special needs, 
including early intervention programs authorized under the Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act (Part C for infants and toddlers and Part B, Section 619 for preschool). 
Describe the coordination goals, processes, and results: DCBS collaborates with the 

Department for Public Health First Steps (IDEA Part C) early intervention program providing 
services to families and children birth to age three who have developmental disabilities.  Early 
intervention services are comprised of specially designed strategies provided in a group of 
ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŎŀǊŜƎƛǾŜǊ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ 
the child care facility and parent.       
 Child care settings also partner with IDEA Part B services (public school preschool) in an effort to 
provide full-day services for children who need full-day care. 

v. State/territory office/director for Head Start state collaboration. Describe the 
coordination goals, processes, and results: DCBS coordinates with the Kentucky Head Start 

Collaboration Director to work with families and early care and education providers to provide 
healthy environments and developmental experiences that promote growth and learning to 
ensure that all children enter school eager and excited to learn.  This collaboration leverages 
partnerships and resources to remove barriers so every child enters school ready to grow and 
learn.  Additionally, DCBS/DCC works closely with the Kentucky Head Start Association in an 
intentional effort to align goals and activities.      

 Web Link:  First Steps - Cabinet for Health and Family Services  

vi. State/territory agency responsible for public health, including the agency responsible for 
immunizations. Describe the coordination goals, processes, and results:  
The Division of Child Care coordinates with the Department of Public Health (DPH), Division of 
Maternal and Child Health, which includes the First Steps Program (IDEA Part C) and the Health 
Access Nurturing Development and Services (HANDS) program.  The Division of Maternal and 
Child Health also supervises the Child Care Health Consultants and Early Childhood Mental Health 
Specialists that are charged with supporting child care programs through training and technical 
assistance.  The Division of Child Care coordinates with each of these programs through shared 
training, information exchange, and committee workgroups.  The Strengthening Families initiative 
through DPH is utilized throughout state agencies and represents a multi-disciplinary partnership 

https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=42143
http://web.sos.ky.gov/execjournalimages/2018-MISC-2018-0581-256431.pdf
http://web.sos.ky.gov/execjournalimages/2018-MISC-2018-0581-256431.pdf
https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dph/dmch/ecdb/Pages/firststeps.aspx
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of more than 20 public and private national, state, and local organizations dedicated to promoting 
six research-based protective factors into services and supports for children and their families.  
Kentucky Strengthening Families is part of the nationally-recognized Strengthening Families:  A 
Protective Factors Framework initiative coordinated by the Center for the Study of Social Policy. 
Web Link:  Kentucky Strengthening Families 
Web Link:  HANDS Program 

vii. State/territory agency responsible for employment services/workforce development. 
Describe the coordination goals, processes, and results: The Department for Workforce 

Investment, Office of Employment and Training connects clients to employment, workforce 
information, education and training.  This agency refers clients to DCBS and child care assistance 
services.  !ŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅΣ YŜƴǘǳŎƪȅΩǎ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ ŀƴŘ wŜŦŜǊǊŀƭ bŜǘǿƻǊƪ ǳǘƛƭƛȊŜǎ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ǿƻǊƪŦƻǊŎŜ 
development specialists to provide training, skill development, and consultation for small 
business. 

viii. State/territory agency responsible for public education, including Prekindergarten (PreK). 
Describe the coordination goals, processes, and results: The Kentucky Department of 

Education is a major partner with DCBS, as both entities work collaboratively to assure children 
are ready to succeed in school, including wrap-around service coordination with providers.  KDE 
and DCBS serve on multiple advisory committees and meet regularly to coordinate services.  Also, 
DCBS and KDE have a joint QRIS system to classify quality early childhood programs on a one-star 
to five-star rating system. Both partners use the same tiered characteristics to rate all early 
childhood classrooms and programs. 

ix. State/territory agency responsible for child care licensing. Describe the coordination 
goals, processes, and results: DCBS contracts with ǘƘŜ /ŀōƛƴŜǘΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ LƴǎǇŜŎǘƻǊ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ 

(OIG), Division of Regulated Child Care (DRCC) for the inspection, licensing, and certification of 
licensed child care centers and certified family child care homes pursuant to Kentucky statutes 
and regulations.         
 Regional DRCC staff are responsible for conducting on-site visits and investigating complaints of 
all Kentucky licensed child care programs, certified family child care homes, and registered 
providers to ensure compliance with applicable child care regulations. 

x. State/territory agency responsible for the Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP) 
and other relevant nutrition programs. Describe the coordination goals, processes, and 
results:  
Child care programs can participate in the Child and Adult Care Food Program independently or 
through a sponsoring organization that accepts full administrative and financial responsibility for 
the program.  The Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP) parents with child care centers, 
licensed Head Start programs, and family child care homes to provide healthy meals to 
Kentuckians.  The CACFP contributes to the wellness, healthy growth, and development of young 
children by providing institutions monetary reimbursement for serving healthy meals.  This USDA 
program, administered by the Kentucky Department of Education, provides teaching on the 
principles of good nutrition throughout the state.      
 The Lead Agency ensures that technical assistance staff and providers are aware of CACFP 
guidelines and how they intersect with child care regulations.  Information on the CACFP is 
presented as part of the new provider training.  Technical assistance staff are trained to make 
referrals for providers who are interested in enrolling in the CACFP.  Coaches integrate CACFP 
resources into technical assistance visits when appropriate. 

xi. McKinney-Vento state coordinators for homeless education and other agencies providing 
services for children experiencing homelessness and, to the extent practicable, local 
McKinney-Vento liaisons. Describe the coordination goals, processes, and results:  
DCBS works in collaboration with the McKinney-Vento State Coordinator housed in the Kentucky 

https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dph/dmch/ecdb/Pages/kysf.aspx
http://www.kyhands.com/
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Department of Education to identify children experiencing homelessness and prioritize services to 
those families.  Those experiencing homelessness applying for child care assistance are eligible for 
expedited services.  They are entitled to immediate approval and enrollment with a child care 
provider.  Families experiencing homelessness have up to three calendar months from the date of 
application to return the other documentation.  

xii. State/territory agency responsible for the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families 
(TANF) program. Describe the coordination goals, processes, and results:  
The agency responsible for the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families program (TANF) is also 
located in DCBS.  The Division of Family Support is responsible for administering and determining 
eligibility through the Integrated Eligibility and Enrollment System (IEEC), a single access point for 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), the Kentucky Transitional Assistance Program 
(K-TAP), Kentucky Works Program (KWP), Medicaid, and the Child Care Assistance Program 
(CCAP).  The Division of Child Care staff have daily interaction and coordinate services with the 
Division of Family Support. 

xiii. !ƎŜƴŎȅ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ aŜŘƛŎŀƛŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ IŜŀƭǘƘ LƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ tǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ 
Describe the coordination goals, processes, and results: DCBS coordinates with the 

Department for Medicaid Services and the Department of Public Health to include access to 
comprehensive services to children in child care settings.  Both agencies are housed within CHFS 
and work closely together on a daily basis.  As noted above, eligibility for Medicaid programs is 
also determined in conjunction with eligibility determination for all other public assistance 
programs including child care.       
 The Department of Medicaid Services has also collaborated with the Division of Child Care to 
make sure that child care providers have access to medical care if they do not have the 
opportunity to be on a group plan through their place of employment.  State workers have 
contacted every child care program, through phone calls, emails, and the DCC listserv, to let them 
know that they may be eligible for medical care through Medicaid. 

xiv. State/territory agency responsible for mental health. Describe the coordination goals, 
processes, and results: DCBS and the Department for Behavioral Health, Developmental and 

Intellectual Disabilities work cooperatively to ensure effective delivery of behavioral health and 
disability services to Kentuckians.  The Division of Child Care coordinates with this agency through 
shared training, information exchange, and joint steering committees with common goals. 

xv. Child care resource and referral agencies, child care consumer education organizations, 
and providers of early childhood education training and professional development. 
Describe the coordination goals, processes, and results: CHFS contracts with the University 

ƻŦ YŜƴǘǳŎƪȅΩǎ LƴǘŜǊŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŀǊȅ IǳƳŀƴ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ ό¦Y-HDI) to provide coordination 
and leadership to support the professional development of child care providers and trainers 
throughout the state of Kentucky.  These supports include a statewide regional network of Child 
Care Resource and Referral (CCR&R) services, which at a minimum include CCR&R services and 
coordination of professional development delivery, attainment, and content initiatives to 
ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ //5C ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ YŜƴǘǳŎƪȅΩǎ /ƘƛƭŘ /ŀǊŜ !ǿŀǊŜ IŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ {ŀŦŜǘȅ 
Coaches and Quality Coaches offer technical assistance to programs throughout the state.  The 
Training Coaches suǇǇƻǊǘ YŜƴǘǳŎƪȅΩǎ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŎŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŎǊŜŘŜƴǘƛŀƭed trainers, and the 
Professional Development Coaches provide guidance to child care providers that would like to 
obtain a higher credential or degree in the field of early childhood education.  These coaches 
have access to knowledge and training to develop and enhance their skills as trainers of adults 
who work with young children and families.  The Professional Development Coaches also help 
develop programs pertaining to Kentucky Higher Education Assistance Authority (KHEAA) 
scholarships, non-college scholarships, mini-grants, and the development of individual 
professional growth plans for early care and education professionals participating in the 
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scholarship program.  Coordination of quality and health/safety initiatives to support CCDF 
programs is also accomplished through this partnership.  

xvi.  Statewide afterschool network or other coordinating entity for out-of-school time care  
(if applicable). Describe the coordination goals, processes, and results: The Division of 

Child Care collaborates with the Kentucky Out of School Alliance (KYOSA) to establish afterschool 
quality standards as well as professional development training targeted at providers working in 
afterschool settings.  A member of the DCC management team attends the KYOSA board 
meetings and participates in brainstorming and communication of new Kentucky school-age child 
care initiatives. 

xvii. Agency responsible for emergency management and response. Describe the 
coordination goals, processes, and results: YŜƴǘǳŎƪȅΩǎ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ 9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ 
ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅ 
partners with Emergency Management to ensure state and county level planning efforts are 
reviewed and updated in regular intervals.      
 YŜƴǘǳŎƪȅΩǎ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ 9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΥ  Yw{ оф!Φлрл нόŎύ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜǎ 
responsibility for coordinating disaster and emergency services.   
 Planning guidance ensures that local, regional, and state emergency operations plans 
meet minimum federal and state requirements for standard content, format, and usability in the 
development and integration of Emergency Operation Plans.    
 Both the Division of Emergency Management and the Department for Public Health staff 
emergency operates centers during these times and coordinate with the Lead Agency for 
emergency social services, child care, and public assistance as needed.   
 In 2021, the Lead Agency worked with partner agencies, including the Division of 
Emergency Management, to create new regulations for emergency licensure and certification of 
child care programs during emergencies.      
 Citation:  KRS 39A.050  Responsibility of division for coordinating disaster and 
emergency services  
Web Link:  County ESF and EOP 
Web Link:  State ESF and EOP  

 The following are examples of optional partners a state might coordinate with to provide 
services. Check which optional partners the Lead Agency coordinates with and describe the 
coordination goals, processes and results. 

Ἠ i. State/territory/local agencies with Early Head Start ς Child Care Partnership 
grants. Describe: Click or tap here to enter text. 

Ἠ ii. State/territory institutions for higher education, including community colleges. 
Describe: Under the direction of the Early Childhood Advisory Council (ECAC), the Lead 

Agency collaborates with system-level partners to promote scholarships administered 
by the Kentucky Higher Education Association Authority.  Child Care Aware Professional 
Development (PD) Coaches disseminate scholarship information, recruit potential 
scholars, and assist individuals with professional development planning and enrollment 
procedures.  The scholarships are awarded to individuals who take college-credit 
courses to earn the Child Development AssociaǘŜ /ǊŜŘŜƴǘƛŀƭΣ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ /ǊŜŘŜƴǘƛŀƭΣ ƻǊ 
pursue degrees in early childhood development.  Faculty and staff at approved 
universities and colleges deliver a planned program of instruction that aligns with 
current research and promotes quality practices.  After courses are successfully 
completed, scholars may apply for education-related expense reimbursement at the 
amount specified by the ECAC.  Based on funding availability, scholars may also apply 
for milestone achievement awards upon completion of their program of study.  These 
ŀǿŀǊŘǎ ŀǊŜ ǇŀƛŘ Ƨƻƛƴǘƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǘŀǘŜ ŦǳƴŘǎ όфл҈ύ ŀƴŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊΩǎ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜǊ 

http://www.lrc.ky.gov/Statutes/statute.aspx?id=21699
https://kyem.ky.gov/programs/Pages/County-ESF-and-EOP.aspx
https://kyem.ky.gov/sitecontacts/Documents/State%20EOP.pdf
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(10%).  Child Care Aware PD Coaches are available to support individuals to realize their 
professional development plans and achieve their goals 

ἦ iii. Other federal, state, local, and/or private agencies providing early 
childhood and school-age/youth-serving developmental services. 
Describe: Click or tap here to enter text. 

Ἠ iv. State/territory agency responsible for implementing the Maternal 
and Child Home Visitation programs grant. Describe:  
Efforts between DCBS and Department for Public Health- Division of 
Maternal and Child Health are geared toward joint screening and training 
of practitioners. Home visitors are also provided updates to child care 
rules and regulations as a means of helping first-time parents choose 
quality arrangements for their children 

Ἠ v. Agency responsible for Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnostic, 
and Treatment Program. Describe: DCBS coordinates with the 

Department for Medicaid Services and the Department of Public Health 
to include access to comprehensive services to children in child care 
settings. These agencies are internal to CHFS 

Ἠ vi. State/territory agency responsible for child welfare. Describe:  
DCBS coordinates with the Department for Medicaid Services and the 
Department of Public Health to include access to comprehensive services 
to children in child care settings. These agencies are internal to CHFS 

Ἠ vii. Provider groups or associations. Describe:  
DCBS leadership have regular meetings with provider advocacy groups to 
receive input to improve the quality of child care in the state and meet 
provider and family needs 

Ἠ viii. Parent groups or organizations. Describe:  
The Lead Agency engages with parent groups and organizations through 
membership in or attendance of the Kentucky Child Care Advisory 
Council.   
 
The 2015 Legislative session passed House Bill 429, an act establishing the 
Kentucky Child Care Advisory Council, which has been codified as KRS 
199.8983.   Members appointed by the Governor serve a term of three 
(3) years meeting quarterly.  The council advises on matters affecting the 
operations, funding, and licensing of child-care centers and family child-
care homes with recommendations address availability, affordability, 
accessibility and quality to the Department for Community Based 
Services, Division of Child Care. 
 
Citation: KRS 199.8983 Kentucky Child Care Advisory Council    
 
The 18 members include:   
Commissioner of the department, or designee;  
Four (4) members appointed by the Governor representing licensed child-
care centers;  
Two (2) members appointed by the Governor representing certified 
family child-care home;  
Three (3) members appointed by the Governor who are parents and/or 
guardians receiving services in licensed centers or certified homes;  

http://www.lrc.ky.gov/Statutes/statute.aspx?id=48085
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Three (3) members appointed by the Governor from the private sector 
who are knowledgeable about education, health, and development of 
children;  
Director of the Division of Child Care within the department, or designee;  
Commissioner of education, Education and Workforce Development 
Cabinet, or designee;  
Executive director of the Governor's Office of Early Childhood, or 
designee;  
Commissioner of the Department for Public Health within the cabinet, or 
designee;   
State fire marshal, Public Protection Cabinet, or designee.    
 
Unlike the Early Childhood Advisory Council, this statute includes child 
care providers and parents among membership to offer their expertise 
and guidance from working as a provider in the field of early child care.  
The Child Care Advisory Council convened for the first time in October 
2017 and meets quarterly. 

 

ἦ ix. Other. Describe: Click or tap here to enter text. 

1.5 Optional Use of Combined Funds, CCDF Matching, and Maintenance-of-Effort 
Funds 

Optional Use of Combined Funds: States and territories have the option to combine CCDF funds 
with any required program in 1.4.1. These programs include those operating at the federal, 
state, and local levels for children in preschool programs, tribal early childhood programs, and 
other early childhood programs, including those serving infants and toddlers with disabilities, 
children experiencing homelessness, and children in foster care (658E(c)(2)(O)(ii)). 

Combining funds could include blending multiple funding streams, pooling funds, or layering 
funds together from multiple funding streams to expand and/or enhance services for infants, 
toddlers, preschoolers, and school-age children and families to allow for the delivery of 
comprehensive quality care that meets the needs of children and families. For example, 
state/territory agencies may use multiple funding sources to offer grants or contracts to 
programs to deliver services; a state/territory may allow a county/local government to use 
coordinated funding streams; or policies may be in place that allow local programs to layer CCDF 
funds with additional funding sources to pay for full-day, full-year child care that meets Early 
Head Start/Head Start Program Performance Standards or state/territory Prekindergarten 
requirements in addition to state/territory child care licensing requirements. 

As a reminder, CCDF funds may be used in collaborative efforts with Head Start programs to 
provide comprehensive child care and development services for children who are eligible for 
both programs. In fact, the coordination and collaboration between Head Start and CCDF is 
strongly encouraged by sections 640(g)(1)(D) and (E); 640(h); 641(d)(2)(H)(v); and 642(e)(3) of 
the Head Start Act in the provision of full working day, full calendar year comprehensive 
services. To implement such collaborative programs, which share, for example, space, 
equipment, or materials, grantees may layer several funding streams so that seamless services 
are provided (Policy and Program Guidance for the Early Head Start ς Child Care Partnerships: 
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/occ/acf_im_ohs_15_03.pdf). 

https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/occ/acf_im_ohs_15_03.pdf
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1.5.1 Does the Lead Agency choose to combine funding for CCDF services for any programs identified 
in 1.4.1 (98.14(a)(3))? 

ἦ    No (If no, skip to question 1.5.2) 

Ἠ    Yes. If yes, describe at a minimum: 

 How you define άŎƻƳōƛƴŜέ ¢ƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅ ŘŜŦƛƴŜǎ άŎƻƳōƛƴŜέ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǎǘŀǘŜΣ 

federal and general funds into one child care-funding stream. 
 Which funds you will combine? YŜƴǘǳŎƪȅΩǎ aŀǎǘŜǊ ¢ƻōŀŎŎƻ {ŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘ !ƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ ŦǳƴŘǎΣ 
State General Funds, Temporary Assistance for Needy Families block grant (TANF), and Child Care 
and  Development Funds (CCDF) 

 What is your purpose and expected outcomes for combining funds, such as extending 
the day or year of services available (i.e., full-day, full-year programming for working 
families), smoothing transitions for children, enhancing and aligning quality of services, 
linking comprehensive services to children in child care, or developing the supply of child 
care for vulnerable populations?  Note:  Responses should align with the goals, 
processes and results describe in 1.4.1.   Continued outcomes, as funds are available, include:    

Ensure access to childcare services for homeless children;  
Maintain qualifications and reliability training for licensing inspectors;  
Maintain a system for annual inspection of child-care providers to ensure compliance with 
licensing standards and regulations;  
Provide a comprehensive criminal background checks for child-care providers and childcare staff 
members;  
Continue to enhance current quality activities that relate to improving the quality of care for 
infants and toddlers;  
Maintain recent addition of initial 90-day job search to support workforce development and self-
sufficiency of families; and   
Maintain a graduated phase-out of assistance for families whose income has increased at the 
time of redetermination. 

 
 How you will be combining multiple sets of funding, such as at the state/territory level, 
local level, program level? The DCBS-Division of Administration and Financial Management 

(DAFM) supports and oversees DCBS' budgeting accounting functions.  DAFM prepares the 
Comprehensive Annual Financial Report and components of the CHFS Cost Allocation Plan, 
manages grants and payments, performs audits, and conducts contract development, 
maintenance, and monitoring. 

 How are the funds tracked and method of oversight CHFS tracks funds through a system of 

internal controls within the accounting and policy organizational structure of DCBS and its CHFS-
level partners, the Division of General Accounting and the Office of Finance and Budget.  Within 
the State's financial management system, the enhanced Management Administrative Reporting 
System (eMARs) tracks and provides accountability for federal and state fund disbursements.  
 
Web link:  eMARS     
 
The State Auditor of Public Accounts annually assesses the lead agency internal controls.   

1.5.2 Which of the following funds does the Lead Agency intend to use to meet the CCDF matching 
and MOE requirements described in 98.55(e) and 98.55(h)? Check all that apply. 

Note: Lead Agencies that use Prekindergarten funds to meet matching requirements must check 
Prekindergarten funds and public and/or private funds.  Use of PreK for Maintenance of Effort: 

http://finance.ky.gov/internal/eMARS/
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The CCDF Final Rule clarifies that public PreK funds may also serve as maintenance-of-effort 
funds as long as the state/territory can describe how it will coordinate PreK and child care 
services to expand the availability of child care while using public Prekindergarten funds as no 
ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ нл ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƻǊ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅΩǎ ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ƻǊ ол ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ 
matching funds in a single fiscal year (FY) (98.55(h)). If expenditures for PreK services are used to 
meet the maintenance-of-effort requirement, the state/territory must certify that it has not 
reduced its level of effort in full-day/full-year child care services (98.55(h)(1); 98.15(a)(6)). 

Use of Private Funds for Match or Maintenance of Effort: Donated funds do not need to be 
under the administrative control of the Lead Agency to qualify as an expenditure for federal 
match. However, Lead Agencies do need to identify and designate in the state/territory Plan the 
donated funds given to public or private entities to implement the CCDF child care program 
(98.55(f)).  

ἦ a. N/AτThe territory is not required to meet CCDF matching and MOE requirements. 

Ἠ b. Public funds are used to meet the CCDF matching fund requirement. Public funds 
may include any general revenue funds, county or other local public funds, state-
/territory -specific funds (tobacco tax, lottery), or any other public funds. 

  i. If checked, identify the source of funds: YŜƴǘǳŎƪȅΩǎ aŀǎǘŜǊ ¢ƻōŀŎŎƻ {ŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘ 
Agreement funds, State General Funds, restricted funds (motor vehicle) 

ἦ c. Private donated funds are used to meet the CCDF matching funds requirement. Only 
private funds received by the designated entities or by the Lead Agency may be 
counted for match purposes (98.53(f)). 

  i. If checked, are those funds: 

ἦ  A.  Donated directly to the state?  

ἦ  B.  Donated to a separate entity(ies) designated to receive private donated 
funds? 

  ii. If checked, identify the name, address, contact, and type of entities designated 
to receive private donated funds: Click or tap here to enter text. 

ἦ d. State expenditures for PreK programs are used to meet the CCDF matching funds 
requirement. If checked, provide the estimated percentage of the matching fund 
requirement that will be met with Prekindergarten expenditures (not to exceed 30 
percent): Click or tap here to enter text. 

  i. If the percentage is more than 10 percent of the matching fund 
requirement, describe how the state will coordinate its 
Prekindergarten and child care services:  
Click or tap here to enter text. 

  ii. Describe the Lead Agency efforts to ensure that Prekindergarten 

programs meet the needs of working parents:  

Click or tap here to enter text. 

ἦ e. State expenditures for Prekindergarten programs are used to meet the CCDF 
maintenance-of-effort requirements. If checked, 
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  i. Assure by describing how the Lead Agency did not reduce its level of effort in 
full-day/full-year child care services, pursuant to 98.55(h)(1) and 98.15(a)(6). 
Click or tap here to enter text.   

  ii. Describe the Lead Agency efforts to ensure that Prekindergarten programs 
meet the needs of working parents: Click or tap here to enter text. 

  iii. Estimated percentage of the MOE Fund requirement that will be met with 
Prekindergarten expenditures (not to exceed 20 percent): 
Click or tap here to enter text. 

  iv. If the percentage is more than 10 percent of the MOE requirement, describe 
how the state will coordinate its Prekindergarten and child care services to 
expand the availability of child care: Click or tap here to enter text. 

ἦ f. The same funds are used to meet at least some of the CCDF MOE and TANF MOE 
requirements. 

  i. If known, what percent of funds used to meet CCDF MOE also is used to meet 
TANF MOE requirements? Click or tap here to enter text. 

 

1.6 Public-Private Partnerships 

Lead Agencies are required to describe how they encourage public-private partnerships among 
other public agencies, tribal organizations, private entities, faith-based organizations, businesses 
or organizations that promote business involvement, and/or community-based organizations to 
leverage existing service delivery (i.e., cooperative agreement among providers to pool 
resources to pay for shared fixed costs and operation) (658E(c)(2)(P)). ACF expects these types 
of partnerships to leverage public and private resources to further the goals of the CCDBG Act. 
Lead Agencies are required to demonstrate how they encourage public-private partnerships to 
leverage existing child care and early education service-delivery systems and to increase the 
supply and quality of child care services for children younger than age 13, for example, by 
implementing voluntary shared service alliance models (98.14(a)(4)). 
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1.6.1 Identify and describe any public-private partnerships encouraged by the Lead Agency to 
leverage public and private resources to further the goals of the CCDBG Act. Include in the 
response any public-private partnerships that have emerged from the response to the COVID-19 
pandemic (98.16(d)(2)) and if applicable, how those partnerships will be continued post-
pandemic. CHFS has committed to ongoing endeavors to encourage the private sector to meet employee 

needs for child care.  DCC, through subcontracts with Kentucky's Child Care Resource and Referral 
Network, has conducted several outreach activities targeted at local businesses, inclusive of a marketing 
plan with material and information to employers on the importance of high quality child care to the 
business community.  CCDF-funded programs regularly meet with private, faith based, and community-
based organization to strategize ways to collaborate and minimize duplication of service delivery.  
 
Community Early Childhood Councils (CECC) created under KRS 200.707 to improve the quality and 
availability of child care, especially in low resource or high need areas, are a vehicle for bringing together 
community members to support issues of importance to children and families.  CECCs provide a 
mechanism for attracting and assessing the unique local early care and education needs of a community.  
CECCs may apply for additional resources to meet these needs, as well as afford citizens the opportunity 
to provide input to state policy makers and planners. 

1.7  Coordination with Child Care Resource and Referral Systems 

Lead Agencies may use CCDF funds to establish or support a system or network of local or 
regional child care resource and referral (CCR&R) organizations that is coordinated, to the 
extent determined by the state/territory, by a statewide public or private non-profit, 
community-based or regionally based, lead child care resource and referral organization (such as 
a statewide CCR&R network) (658E(c)(3)(B)(iii); 98.52). 

If Lead Agencies use CCDF funds for local CCR&R organizations, the local or regional CCR&R 
organizations supported by those funds must, at the direction of the Lead Agency: 

¶ Provide parents in the state with consumer education information concerning the full 
range of child care options (including faith-based and community-based child care 
providers), analyzed by provider, including child care provided during non-traditional hours 
and through emergency child care centers, in their area.  
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¶ To the extent practicable, work directly with families who receive assistance to offer the 
families support and assistance to make an informed decision about which child care 
providers they will use to ensure that the families are enrolling their children in the most 
appropriate child care setting that suits their needs and one that is of high quality  
(as determined by the Lead Agency). 

¶ Collect data and provide information on the coordination of services and supports, 
including services under Part B, Section 619 and Part C of the Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act. 

¶ Collect data and provide information on the supply of and demand for child care services in 
areas of the state and submit the information to the state. 

¶ Work to establish partnerships with public agencies and private entities, including faith- 
based and community-based child care providers, to increase the supply and quality of child 
care services in the state and, as appropriate, coordinate their activities with the activities 
of the state Lead Agency and local agencies that administer funds made available through 
CCDF (98.52(b)). 

Nothing in the statute or rule prohibits states from using CCR&R agencies to conduct or provide 
additional services beyond those required by statute or rule. 

Note: Use 1.7.1 to address if a state/territory funds a CCR&R organization, describe what 
services are provided and how it is structured. Use subsection 7.5 to address the services 
provided by the local or regional child care resource and referral agencies and the indicators of 
progress met by CCR&R organizations if they are funded by quality set-aside funds. 

1.7.1 Does the Lead Agency fund local or regional CCR&R organizations? 

ἦ  No. The state/territory does not fund a CCR&R organization(s) and has no plans to establish 
one. 

Ἠ  Yes. The state/territory funds a CCR&R organization(s) with all the responsibilities outlined 
above. If yes, describe the following: 

How are CCR&R services organized? Include how many agencies, if there is a statewide 
network, and if the system is coordinated: The Kentucky Partnership for Early Childhood Services, 

housed at the University of Kentucky Human Development Institute, is funded through a contract with 
CHFS to provide coordination and administration of statewide Child Care Resource and Referral 
(CCR&R) network of services.  The contract deliverable is to ensure adequate supply of quality child 
care programs and services are available in each regional hub covering the Area Development District. 
DCBS-Division of Child Care, through its CCR&R contract, works actively to meet the needs of families, 
provide referral information to families seeking child care, increase family knowledge of the 
characteristics of high quality early care and education services, and increase provider access to 
training and/or professional development opportunities.  The CCR&R regional network of services 
include eight Regional Child Care Administrators, five Content Area Coordinators, one Technical 
Assistance (TA) Specialist for Health/Safety, four Technical Assistance QRIS Specialists, 24 Quality 
Coaches, four Technical Assistance Health/Safety Coaches, four Training Coaches, and 13 Professional 
Development Coaches.  Although services are divided by region to be responsive to local needs, there 
is central oversight for the entire network of services to ensure consistency.   
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1.8 Disaster Preparedness and Response Plan 

In past disasters, and in response to the COVID-19 pandemic, the provision of emergency child 
care services and rebuilding and restoring of child care infrastructure has emerged as an 
essential service. Lead Agencies are required to establish a Statewide Child Care Disaster Plan 
(658E(c)(2)(U)). They must demonstrate how they will address the needs of childrenτincluding 
the need for safe child care before, during, and after a state of emergency declared by the 
Governor, or a major disaster or emergency (as defined by Section 102 of the Robert T. Stafford 
Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act, 42 U.S.C. 5122)τthrough a Statewide Disaster 
Plan. The effective date for the establishment of this Statewide Disaster Plan was October 1, 
2018.  

1.8.1 Did you make any updates to the Statewide Disaster Plan since the FY 2019-2021 CCDF Plan was 
submitted? Please consider any updates ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ ƳŀŘŜ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ 
experiences in responding to the COVID-19 pandemic. (Note: It is a Lead Agency decision on 
how often a plan should be updated and which entities, if any, should be collaborated with in 
the updating process.) 

ἦ   No  

   Ἠ Yes.  If yes, describe the elements of the plan that were updated: The Division of Child Care did 

not previously have regulations on emergency licensure during local or statewide emergencies.  
During 2021, DCC met with partner agencies including Division of Emergency Management, 
5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ tǳōƭƛŎ IŜŀƭǘƘΣ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ wŜƎǳƭŀǘŜŘ /ƘƛƭŘ /ŀǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ YŜƴǘǳŎƪȅΩs 
Network of Services in order to create a proposed regulation on how to better prepare for emergency 
licensure situations.  DCC also contacted other CCDF State Administrators to review emergency 
licensure regulations that were currently operational in other areas of the country.  This compilation 
of references allowed for the creation of the new proposed regulation.  The proposed regulation is 
currently in the public open comment period.       
 YŜƴǘǳŎƪȅΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŎŀǊŜ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜŜƴ ǳǇŘŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜquire quarterly shelter-in-place 
drills.  
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1.8.2 To demonstrate continued compliance with the required elements in the Statewide Disaster 
Plan, certify by checking the required elements included in the current State Disaster 
Preparedness and Response Plan. 

Ἠ a. The plan was developed in collaboration with the following required entities: 

  Ἠ i. State human services agency 

 Ἠ ii. State emergency management agency 

 Ἠ iii. State licensing agency 

 Ἠ iv. State health department or public health department 

 Ἠ v. Local and state child care resource and referral agencies 

 Ἠ vi. State Advisory Council on Early Childhood Education and Care or 
similar coordinating body 

Ἠ b. The plan includes guidelines for the continuation of child care subsidies. 

Ἠ c. The plan includes guidelines for the continuation of child care services. 

Ἠ d. The plan includes procedures for the coordination of post-disaster recovery of 
child care services. 

Ἠ e. The plan contains requirements for all CCDF providers (both licensed and 
license-exempt) to have in place:  

 Ἠ i. Procedures for evacuation 

 Ἠ ii.   Procedures for relocation 

 Ἠ iii.   Procedures for shelter-in-place 

 Ἠ iv.   Procedures for communication and reunification with families 

 Ἠ v.   Procedures for continuity of operations 

 Ἠ vi.   Procedures for accommodations of infants and toddlers 

 Ἠ 

Ἠ 

vii. Procedures for accommodations of children with disabilities 

viii. Procedures for accommodations of children with chronic medical 
conditions 

Ἠ f. The plan contains procedures for staff and volunteer emergency preparedness 
training. 

Ἠ g. The plan contains procedures for staff and volunteer practice drills.  
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1.8.3 If available, provide the direct URL/website link to the website where the statewide child care 
disaster plan is posted: Citation:  State Emergency Operation Plan    

 Citation: KRS 199.895 Evacuation plan required for child care centers and family child care homes 
            
 Web Link:  Child Care Emergency / Disaster Preparedness Guide    
           
 KRS 199.895 requires that a child-care center licensed under KRS 199.896 and a family child-care 
home certified under KRS 199.8982 shall have a written plan for evacuation in the event of fire, natural 
disaster, or other threatening situation that may pose a health or safety hazard to the children in the 
center or home.    
 
The written plan shall include but not be limited to:  
(a) A designated relocation site and evacuation route;  
(b) Procedures for notifying parents of the relocation and ensuring family reunification;  
(c) Procedures to address the needs of individual children including children with special needs;  
(d) Instructions relating to the training of staff or the reassignment of staff duties, as appropriate;  
(e) Coordination with local emergency management officials; and  
(f) A program to ensure that appropriate staff are familiar with the plan's components.    
 
A child-care center and family child-care home are statutorily required to update the evacuation plan by 
December 31 each year, retain an updated copy of the plan for evacuation, and provide an updated copy 
to appropriate local emergency management officials.  In addition, a copy shall be provided to each 
parent, custodian, or guardian at the time of the child's enrollment and whenever the plan is updated. 
         
 
922 KAR 2:090 requires that a child care center shall maintain and document a written record of quarterly 
practiced earthquake drills, tornado drills, fire drills conducted during the hours of operation detailing the 
date, time, and children who participated with a written plan and diagram outlining the course of action 
in the event of a natural or manmade disaster, posted in a prominent place.  
 
Child care facilities are required to notify the cabinet of any incident involving fire, natural disaster within 
24 hours and if facility is damaged and requires temporary or permanent closure as soon as practicable.    
 
[ƛŎŜƴǎƛƴƎ ǎǳǊǾŜȅƻǊΩǎ ƛƴǎǇŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŎŀǊŜ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ƛǘ 
describes, in detail, how children will be kept safe during a disaster, and ensure the plan includes specific 
information listed in KRS 199.895. If facility is found not to be in regulatory compliance, the cabinet 
completes a written statement of deficiency that requires a written plan of correction from the facility.    
 
Citation:  922 KAR 2:090 Child-care center licensure 
 
In the 2011 Regular Session, KRS 199.895 was created to required licensed child-care centers to create 
and maintain evacuation plans, inclusive of a reunification component and considerations of children with 
special needs, and share those plans annually with local emergency management personnel and parents.  
In the 2012 Regular Session, this statute was amended to also apply to certified family child-care homes, 
providers serving a smaller number of children in the provider's home.  Enforcement of the statute began 
in 2012 following better than a year of collaborative work with the Kentucky Department of Public Health 
and Division of Emergency Management to include the development of a free, online evacuation plan 
template and training for child care providers, and enhanced awareness on the part of local emergency 
management.  On September 13, 2012, DCBS formally proposed six administrative regulations to 
incorporate the evacuation plan requirement within the standards for all child care providers in Kentucky, 
including registered providers in CCAP (i.e., family, friend, or neighbor providers). The administrative 

https://kyem.ky.gov/sitecontacts/Documents/State%20EOP.pdf
http://www.lrc.ky.gov/Statutes/statute.aspx?id=40523
http://training.chfs.ky.gov/Child_Care_Preparedness/html/index.html
http://www.lrc.state.ky.us/kar/922/002/090.pdf
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regulations were adopted into law March 8, 2013 
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2 Promote Family Engagement Through Outreach and Consumer Education 

Lead Agencies are required to support the role of parents as child care consumers who need 
information to make informed choices regarding the services that best suit their needs. A key 
ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ //5.D !Ŏǘ ƛǎ ǘƻ άǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ōȅ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƛƴ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŎŀǊŜ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎǎέ όсру!όōύύΦ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎƛŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ 
opportunity to consider how information can be provided to parents through the child care 
assistance system, partner agencies, and child care consumer education websites. 

The target audience for the consumer education information includes three groups: parents 
receiving CCDF assistance, the general public, and when appropriate, child care providers. OCC 
expects that Lead Agencies are using targeted strategies for each group to ensure tailored 
consumer education information. In this section, Lead Agencies will address how information is 
made available to families, the general public and child care providers to assist them in 
accessing high-quality child care and how information is shared on other financial assistance 
programs or supports for which a family might be eligible. In addition, Lead Agencies will certify 
that information on developmental screenings is provided and will describe how research and 
ōŜǎǘ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ-emotional 
development, is shared. 

This section also covers the parental complaint process and the consumer education website 
that has been developed by the Lead Agency. Finally, this section addresses the consumer 
statement that is provided to parents supported with CCDF funds. 

Note:  When asked for citations, responses can include state statute, regulations, administrative 
rules, policy manuals, or policy issuances.  See the Introduction on page 4 for more detail. 

2.1 Outreach to Families with Limited English Proficiency and Persons with Disabilities 

The Lead Agency is required to describe how it provides outreach and services to eligible 
families with limited English proficiency and persons with disabilities and to facilitate the 
participation of child care providers with limited English proficiency and child care providers 
with disabilities in the CCDF program (98.16(dd)). Lead Agencies are required to develop policies 
and procedures to clearly communicate program information, such as requirements, consumer 
education information, and eligibility information, to families and child care providers of all 
backgrounds (81 FR 67456). 

2.1.1 Check the strategies the Lead Agency or partners utilize to provide outreach and services to 
eligible families for whom English is not their first language. Check all that apply. 
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Ἠ a. Application in other languages (application document, brochures, provider notices) 

Ἠ b. Informational materials in non-English languages 

ἦ c. Website in non-English languages 

Ἠ d. Lead Agency accepts applications at local community-based locations 

Ἠ e. Bilingual caseworkers or translators available 

ἦ f. Bilingual outreach workers 

ἦ g. Partnerships with community-based organizations 

ἦ h. Collaboration with Head Start, Early Head Start, and Migrant Head Start 

ἦ i. Home visiting programs 

Ἠ j. Other. Describe: Most ǇŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ will list the phone number for 

interpretation services in English and Spanish. Interpreters are available in any language 

2.1.2 Check the strategies the Lead Agency or partners utilize to provide outreach and services to 
eligible families with a person(s) with a disability. Check all that apply. 

Ἠ a. Applications and public informational materials available in Braille and other 
communication formats for access by individuals with disabilities 

Ἠ b. Websites that are accessible (e.g., Section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act) 

Ἠ c. Caseworkers with specialized training/experience in working with individuals with 
disabilities 

Ἠ d. Ensuring accessibility of environments and activities for all children 

Ἠ e. Partnerships with state and local programs and associations focused on disability- 
related topics and issues 

ἦ f. Partnerships with parent associations, support groups, and parent-to-parent support 
groups, including the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) federally 
funded Parent Training and Information Centers 

ἦ g. Partnerships with state and local IDEA Part B, Section 619 and Part C providers and 
agencies 

Ἠ h. Availability and/or access to specialized services (e.g., mental health, behavioral 
specialists, therapists) to address the needs of all children 

Ἠ i. Other. Describe: The Commonwealth of Kentucky has adopted the World Wide Web 

Consortium's Web Content Accessibility Guidelines 1.0 Conformance Level "Double-!έΦ 
https://www.w3.org/TR/WAI-WEBCONTENT/. In KY, persons with hearing and speech 
impairments can contact each agency by using the Kentucky Relay Service, a toll-free 
telecommunication device for the deaf (TDD). For voice to TDD, call 800-648-6057. For TDD 
to voice, call 800-648-6056. 

2.2 Parental Complaint Process 
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The Lead Agency must certify that the state/territory maintains a record of substantiated 
parental complaints and makes information regarding such complaints available to the public on 
request (658E(c)(2)(C); 98.15(b)(3)). Lead Agencies must also provide a detailed description of 
the hotline or similar reporting process for parents to submit complaints about child care 
providers; the process for substantiating complaints; the manner in which the Lead Agency 
maintains a record of substantiated parental complaints; and ways that the Lead Agency makes 
information on such parental complaints available to the public on request (98.16 (s); 98.32(d)). 

2.2.1 5ŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ƘƻǘƭƛƴŜ ƻǊ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǊŜǇƻǊǘing process through which parents can 
submit complaints about child care providers, including a link if it is a Web-based process:  
Complaints are accepted by telephone, email and fax to Division of Regulated Child Care 502-564-7962  

2.2.2 For complaints regarding all providers, including CCDF providers and non-CCDF providers, 
ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƛƳŜƭƛƴŜ ŦƻǊ ǎŎǊŜŜƴƛƴƎΣ ǎǳōǎǘŀƴǘƛŀǘƛƴƎ, and responding 
to complaints. Describe whether the process includes monitoring, and highlight any differences 
in processes for CCDF and non-CCDF providers and licensed and license-exempt providers: 
Complaints may be submitted via phone, email, fax, or in-person to the regional DRCC Enforcement 
Branch. The Enforcement Branch, upon receipt of a complaint or allegation, conducts an investigation 
within 30 days using methodology for prioritization of investigations. The process for screening begins 
with the intake report information, name of center or provider, name of complainant, description of 
complaint situation, who the alleged perpetrator(s) are, how the child was affected, witnesses, names of 
staff or children involved, and what actions were taken by the provider. Once the parent complaint is 
documented, a surveyor will offer an unannounced visit to the child care provider to collect information 
ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊΩǎ ŜȄǇƭŀƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴΦ {ǘŀŦŦ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
licensing body will review all needed information (ex. video footage, staff handbooks, etc.) before making 
a decision on whether or not the complaint is substantiated. If the complaint is substantiated, then the 
licensing body will work with the provider to create a corrective action plan to resolve the problem. 

2.2.3 Certify by describing how the Lead Agency maintains a record of substantiated parental 
complaints. Highlight any differences in processes for CCDF and non-CCDF providers and 
licensed and license-exempt providers: DRCC Regional Enforcement Branch, upon receipt of a 

complaint or allegation, conducts an investigation within 30 days using methodology for prioritization of 
investigations. The process for screening begins with the intake report information, name of center or 
provider, name of complainant, description of complaint situation, who the alleged perpetrator(s) are, 
how was the child affected, witnesses, names of staff or children involved, and what action were taken by 
the provider. All investigations are maintained in a Shared Drive upon completion. All complaint 
investigations are processed in the same manner. 

2.2.4 Certify by describing how the Lead Agency makes information about substantiated parental 
complaints available to the public; this information can include the consumer education website 
discussed in section 2.3: Information is available to the public through the Public Child Care Search. 
https://kynect.ky.gov/benefits/s/child-care-provider?origin=program-page&language=en_US. Parent 
ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴǘǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ΨLƴǎǇŜŎǘƛƻƴǎΣΩ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊΩǎ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ǇŀƎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛǾŜ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ 
available through an open records request.  

https://kynect.ky.gov/benefits/s/child-care-provider?origin=program-page&language=en_US
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2.2.5 tǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǇŀǊŜƴǘŀƭ complaints: 
The Division of Regulated Child Care processes complaints that stem from multiple sources. DCBS, Division 
of Child Care, Kentucky Department of Education and the public are a few of the entities that report 
complaints. Complaints may be taken in writing, by phone and via email. The Division of Regulated Child 
Care has a priority list that determines levels of priority about the complaint and response times. In 
accordance with the list, regional office Human Services Surveyors conduct an investigation on complaints 
received. Documentation and findings of the inspection are kept in the Kentucky Integrated Child Care 
{ȅǎǘŜƳ όYL//{ύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ wŜƎǳƭŀǘŜŘ /ƘƛƭŘ /ŀǊŜΩǎ {ƘŀǊŜtƻƛƴǘ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΦ /ƛǘŀǘƛƻƴΥ Yw{ мффΦуфс [ƛŎŜƴǎŜ 
requirements, and 922 KAR 2:090. Child-care center licensure, Section 12.   

2.3 Consumer Education Website 

States and territories are required to provide information to parents, the general public, and 
when applicable, child care providers through a state website, which is consumer-friendly and 
easily accessible (658E(c)(2)(E)(i)(III) and 98.33 (a)). The website must include information to 
assist families in understanding the [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ policies and procedures, including licensing 
child care providers. The website information must also include monitoring and inspection 
reports for each provider, and the quality of each provider (if such information is available for 
the provider) (658E(c)(2)(D); 98.33(a)). The website should also provide access to a yearly 
statewide report on the aggregate number of deaths, serious injuries, and the number of cases 
of substantiated child abuse that have occurred in child care settings. To help families access 
additional information on finding child care, the website must include contact information for 
local child care and resource referral organizations. It must also include information on how 
parents can contact the Lead Agency and other organizations to better understand the 
information on the website. 

To certify, respond to questions 2.3.1 through 2.3.10 by describing how the Lead Agency meets 
these requirements and provide the direct URL/website link to the consumer education website 
in 2.3.11.  

Please note that any changes made to the web links provided below in this section after the 
CCDF Plan is approved will require a CCDF Plan amendment. 

2.3.1 Describe how the Lead Agency ensures that its website is consumer-friendly and easily 
accessible. (Note: While there is no Federal CCDF definition for easily accessible, Lead Agencies 
may consider easily accessible websites to be searchable, simple to navigate, written in plain 
language, and easy to understand.): YŜƴǘǳŎƪȅΩǎ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ /ƘƛƭŘ /ŀǊŜ ǎǘǊƛǾŜǎ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ŀƭƭ ǇŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
website are accessible. All pages are accessible to individuals with disabilities in accordance with Section 
508 of the Rehabilitation Act. Images on our website are accompanied by alternative text describing 
ƎǊŀǇƘƛŎǎΦ !ƭƭ ǎǘŀŦŦ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜκŜŘƛǘ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ ƻƴ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ YŜƴǘǳŎƪȅΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ǇŀƎŜǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ǳƴŘŜǊƎƻ 
training to be a site editor. Training consists of using proper website styles, avoiding grammatical errors, 
ŀƴŘ ŀƭƛƎƴƳŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ {ŜŎǘƛƻƴ рлуΦ !ƭƭ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜǎ ǳƴŘŜǊƎƻ ŀ ȅŜŀǊƭȅ ŀǳŘƛǘ ōȅ YŜƴǘǳŎƪȅΩǎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ hŦŦƛŎŜ 
of Technology Services. The audit does consist of ensuring all language on our website is under a sixth 
ƎǊŀŘŜ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƭŜǾŜƭ ŀƴŘ ƴƻ ΨōǊƻƪŜƴ ƭƛƴƪǎΩ ŀǊŜ ŦƻǳƴŘΦ    
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2.3.2 Describe how the website ensures the widest possible access to services for families that speak 
languages other than English (98.33(a)): CHFS makes Language Access Services available to persons 

with Limited English Proficiency. Interpretation is provided free-of-charge to clients of the Cabinet. 
Language Access staff provide translation of written materials as well as interpreter services for direct 
communication. Spanish interpreters are available by calling 1-877-891-9557 (toll-free). Some forms and 
resources on our website pages are translated into Spanish. The primary language offered is Spanish, but 
information is readily available in the top nine most common languages in Kentucky. In the event there is 
an interpretation need for a less common language, the Language Access staff will assist with 
identification of interpreters. DCBS and its contractual partners follow the CHFS Office of Human Resource 
Management's procedures for providing Language Access Services to client with LEP. Other languages 
common in Kentucky's population include Vietnamese, Somalian, and Russian. All individuals who speak 
other languages can call 1-866-291-8931 for an interpreter (including Spanish).This phone number is listed 

on our home page.   Click or tap here to enter text. 

2.3.3 Describe how the website ensures the widest possible access to services for persons with 
disabilities: We strive to ensure the pages of our website are accessible to individuals with disabilities. 

Every effort has been made to ensure the pages are accessible to individuals with disabilities in 
accordance with Section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act. Furthermore, the Commonwealth of Kentucky has 
adopted the World Wide Web Consortium's Web Content Accessibility Guidelines 1.0 Conformance Level 
"Double-A". Persons with hearing and speech impairments can contact each agency by using the Kentucky 
Relay Service, a toll-free telecommunication device for the deaf (TDD). For voice to TDD, call 800-648-
6057. For TDD to voice, call 800-648-6056. 

2.3.4 Provide the specific website links to the descriptions of the Lead AgencyΩǎ processes related to 
child care. 

A required component of the consumer education website is a description of Lead Agency 
policies and procedures relating to child care (98.33(a)(1)). This information includes a 
description of how the state/territory licenses child care, a rationale for exempting providers 
from licensing requirements, the procedure for conducting monitoring and inspections of 
providers, and the policies and procedures related to criminal background checks. 

 Provide the direct URL/website link to how the Lead Agency licenses child care providers, 
including the rationale for exempting certain providers from licensing requirements, as 
described   in subsection 5.2: Child Care Provider Information.                                                                                                                                                              

Regulation: 922 KAR 2:090 Child-care licensure 
 Provide the direct URL/website link to the processes for conducting monitoring and 

inspections of child care providers, as described in subsection 5.4: 
https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dcbs/dcc/Pages/abuseinjurydataandinspection.aspx. Regulation: 
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/090.pdf./  The Division of Regulated Child Care 
(DRCC) website link: https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/os/oig/drcc/Pages/default.aspx, DRCC is our partner 
who employees surveyor that conduct the monitoring and inspections, therefore they also provide 
more in-depth resources on their website page. 

 Provide the direct URL/website link to the policies and procedures related to criminal 
background checks for staff members of child care providers, as described in 5.5.2.  
https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dcbs/dcc/Pages/nationalbackgroundcheck.aspx 

 Provide the direct URL/website link to the offenses that prevent individuals from being 
employed by a child care provider or receiving CCDF funds, as described in questions 5.5.4: 
https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dcbs/dcc/Pages/nationalbackgroundcheck.aspx. Regulation referenced 
on website page 922 KAR 2:280 Background checks for child care Section 6. 
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/280.pdf  

https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dcbs/dcc/Pages/childcareproviderinfo.aspx
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/090.pdf
https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dcbs/dcc/Pages/abuseinjurydataandinspection.aspx
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/090.pdf
https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/os/oig/drcc/Pages/default.aspx
https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dcbs/dcc/Pages/nationalbackgroundcheck.aspx
https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dcbs/dcc/Pages/nationalbackgroundcheck.aspx
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2.3.5 How does the Lead Agency post a localized list of providers searchable by zip code on its 
website? 

The consumer education website must include a list of all licensed providers (98.33 (a)(2)). At 
the discretion of the Lead Agency, all providers eligible to deliver CCDF services, identified as 
either licensed or license-exempt, can be included. Providers caring for children to whom they 
are related do not need to be included. The list of providers must be searchable by ZIP Code. 

 Provide the website link to the list of child care providers searchable by ZIP code:  
https://kynect.ky.gov/benefits/s/child-care-provider?origin=program-page&language=en_US  

 In addition to the licensed providers that are required to be included in your searchable list, 
are there ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ǎŜŀǊŎƘŀōƭŜ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŎŀǊŜ 
providers (please check all that apply)? 

ἦ i.  License-exempt center-based CCDF providers 

ἦ ii. License-exempt family child care (FCC) CCDF providers 

ἦ iii. License-exempt non-CCDF providers 

ἦ iv. Relative CCDF child care providers 

ἦ v. Other. Describe: Click or tap here to enter text. 

 Identify what informational elements, if any, are available in the searchable results. Note: 
Quality information (if available) and monitoring results are required on the website but are 
not required to be a part of the search results. Check the box when information is provided. 

Provider Information Available in Searchable Results 

 

All Licensed 
Providers 

License-
Exempt 
CCDF 

Center-
based 

Providers 

License-
Exempt 
CCDF 
Family 

Child Care 
Home 

Providers 

License-
Exempt 

Non-CCDF 
Providers 

 

Relative 
CCDF 

Providers 

Contact Information Ἠ ἦ ἦ ἦ ἦ 

Enrollment capacity Ἠ ἦ ἦ ἦ ἦ 

Hours, days and months of 
operation 

Ἠ ἦ ἦ ἦ ἦ 

Provider education and training ἦ ἦ ἦ ἦ ἦ 

Languages spoken by the 
caregiver 

ἦ ἦ ἦ ἦ ἦ 

Quality information Ἠ ἦ ἦ ἦ ἦ 

Monitoring reports Ἠ ἦ ἦ ἦ ἦ 

Willingness to accept CCDF 
certificates. 

Ἠ ἦ ἦ ἦ ἦ 

Ages of children served Ἠ ἦ ἦ ἦ ἦ 

 

 Other information included for: 
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Ἠ i. All Licensed providers. Cost (Full-time and Part-time). If transportation is available. 

Any Accreditations. Food Permit.   

ἦ ii. License-exempt CCDF center-based providers. Click or tap here to enter text.  

ἦ iii. License-exempt CCDF family child care providers. Click or tap here to enter text. 

ἦ iv. License-exempt, non-CCDF providers. Click or tap here to enter text. 

ἦ v. Relative CCDF providers. Click or tap here to enter text. 

2.3.6 Lead Agencies must also identify specific quality information on each child care provider for 
whom they have this information. The type of information provided is determined by the Lead 
Agency, and it should help families easily understand whether a provider offers services that 
meet Lead Agency-specific best practices and standards or a nationally recognized, research- 
based set of criteria. Provider-specific quality information must only be posted on the consumer 
website if it is available for the individual provider. 

 What information does the Lead Agency provide on the website to determine quality ratings or 
other quality information? 

Ἠ i. Quality rating and improvement system 

Ἠ ii.  National accreditation 

ἦ iii.  Enhanced licensing system 

ἦ iv. Meeting Head Start/Early Head Start Program Performance Standards 

ἦ v.  Meeting Prekindergarten quality requirements 

ἦ vi.  School-age standards, where applicable 

ἦ vii. Other. Describe: Click or tap here to enter text. 

 For what types of providers are quality ratings or other indicators of quality available? 
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Ἠ i.  Licensed CCDF providers. Describe the quality information:  
 The Kentucky All STARS tiered quality rating and improvement system consists of 5 stars, 
with 3 to 5 stars considered high quality. Quality ratings are reflected in the Child Care Provider 
Search. Participation in All STARS is mandatory for providers receiving public funds.  

Ἠ ii.  Licensed non-CCDF providers. Describe the quality information:  
 Providers not receiving public funds may opt-out of Kentucky All STARS. Providers who have 
opted-out are listed in the Child Care Provider Search as "Not Participating." 

 

ἦ iii.  License-exempt center-based CCDF providers. Describe the quality information:  
 Click or tap here to enter text. 

ἦ iv.  License-exempt FCC CCDF providers. Describe the quality information:  
 Click or tap here to enter text. 

ἦ v.  License-exempt non-CCDF providers. Describe the quality information:  
 Click or tap here to enter text.  

ἦ vii.  Relative child care providers. Describe the quality information:  
 Click or tap here to enter text. 

ἦ viii. Other. Describe: Click or tap here to enter text. 

2.3.7 Lead Agencies must post monitoring and inspection reports on the consumer education website 
for each licensed provider and for each non-relative provider eligible to provide CCDF services. 
These reports must include the results of required annual monitoring visits, and visits due to 
ƳŀƧƻǊ ǎǳōǎǘŀƴǘƛŀǘŜŘ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴǘǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊΩǎ ŦŀƛƭǳǊŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ 
requirements and child care policies. A full report covers everything in the monitoring visit, 
including areas of compliance and non-compliance. If the state does not produce any reports 
that include areas of compliance, the website must include information about all areas covered 
by a monitoring visit (e.g., by posting a blank checklist used by monitors). 

The reports must be in plain language or provide a plain language summary, as defined by the 
state or territory, and be timely to ensure that the results of the reports are available and easily 
understood by parents when they are deciding on a child care provider. Lead Agencies must 
post at least 3 years of reports. 

Certify by responding to the questions below: 

 Does the Lead Agency post? (check one): 

Ἠ i. Full monitoring reports that include areas of compliance and non-compliance. 

ἦ ii. Monitoring reports that include areas of non-compliance only, with information 
about all areas covered by a monitoring visit posted separately on the website (e.g., 
a blank checklist used by monitors). Note: This option is only allowable if the 
state/territory does not produce monitoring reports that include both areas of 
compliance and non-compliance.   If checked, provide a direct URL/website link to 
the website where a blank checklist is posted.  Click or tap here to enter text.  
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 Check to certify that the monitoring and inspection reports and, if necessary, their plain 
language summaries include: 

Ἠ Date of inspection 

Ἠ Health and safety violations, including those violations that resulted in fatalities  or 
serious injuries occurring at the provider. Describe how these health and safety 
violations are prominently displayed: Providers are required to post Inspection reports 

in a conspicuous place; electronic copies of the inspection reports are available to the 
public.; and all inspection reports may be obtained through open records requests 

Ἠ Corrective action plans taken by the state and/or child care provider. Describe:  
²ƘŜƴ ŀ Ǿƛƻƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅ ƛǎ ŎƛǘŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊ ǎǳōƳƛǘǎ ŀ ΨǇƭŀƴ ƻŦ 
ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴΩ όth/ύ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ violation was abated.  The POC is reviewed by 
DRCC to ensure the plan meets the requirements for a corrective action.  Once accepted, 
the POC is available for review in the same methods as described for the Inspection reports. 

Ἠ A minimum of 3 years of results, where available. 

 How and where are reports posted in a timely manner? Specifically, provide the Lead 
!ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ άǘƛƳŜƭȅέ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜ Ƙƻǿ ƛǘ ŜƴǎǳǊŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ and/or summaries 
are posted within its timeframe. Note: While Lead AƎŜƴŎƛŜǎ Ƴŀȅ ŘŜŦƛƴŜ άǘƛƳŜƭȅΣέ ǿŜ 
recommend Lead Agencies update results as soon as possible and no later than 90 days after 
an inspection or corrective action is taken.  

i. Provide the direct URL/website link to where the reports are posted. 
https://kynect.ky.gov/benefits/s/child-care-provider?origin=program-page&language=en_US 

ii. Describe how the Lead Agency defines timely posting of monitoring reports. The Inspection 

Reports are available for public viewing as soon as the inspection process, including the drafting of 
the report and management review, has been completed.  If an inspection did not result in findings 
of non-compliance, the report would be reviewed and available within approximately ten days.  If 
non-compliant items were identified in the inspection, the inspection report is sent to the provider 
and they respond with a plan of correction.  Once an acceptable plan has been received by the 
division, the report is made available to the public.  Timeframes vary depending on the number of 
times the POC is submitted and/or returned to the provider for revisions (maximum of three 
permitted by regulation).  Providers have 45 days to provide an acceptable POC.    

 Monitoring and inspection reports or the summaries must be in plain language to meet the 
CCDF regulatory requirements (98.33 (a)(4)).  

i. tǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ǉƭŀƛƴ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ. tŜǊ YŜƴǘǳŎƪȅΩǎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ hŦŦƛŎŜ 
of Technology Service Standards, we define plain language to mean materials are written at a 6th 
grade reading level and accessible to a broad audience.  

ii. Describe how the monitoring and inspection reports or the summaries are in plain 
language. Same as above:  Per our KentǳŎƪȅΩǎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ hŦŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ ¢ŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΣ 

ά²ǊƛǘŜ ǘƻ ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǘŜǊŀŎȅ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ƻŦ Ƴƻǎǘ ǳǎŜǊǎΦ ¢ŜȄǘ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ 
written at no greater than a sixth-grade reading level.  

 Describe the process for correcting inaccuracies in reports (98.33 (a)(4)).  
The surveyor completes the inspection/investigation and submits the report including related 
documentation for management review.  Managers review for inaccuracies in citations.  If an error or 
correction is needed, the surveyor completes the correction prior to the report being issued to the 
provider.  Errors such as incorrect citations should be identified prior to going to provider.  If an error 
is identified after issuance, the correction is made and a corrected inspection report is created.  The 
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original inspection report with the error would be replaced by the corrected version.  Only the final, 
corrected version would be maintained as part of the record.     

 Describe the process for providers to appeal the findings in reports. Description of the 
process should include the time requirements and timeframes for:  

¶ filing the appeal  

¶ conducting the investigation  

¶ removal of any violations from the website determined on appeal to be unfounded.  
For inspections related to a denial, revocation, suspension or civil penalty, the licensee has 
the right to appeal.  A written request must be submitted to the Division of Regulated Child 
Care within twenty days of the notice of adverse action.  The provider may request an 
Informal Dispute Resolution (IDR) process or a hearing.  If the providers requests an IDR, a 
regional program manager will review the deficiency in dispute, the reason the licensee has 
disputed the deficiency and then meet with the provider within ten calendar days of receipt 
of the request by the cabinet.  Following the IDR meeting, the regional program manager or 
designee will issue a decision within ten calendar days.  The licensee may accept the IDR 
determination or proceed to a hearing. All allegations are screened to see if specific 
regulatory criteria are met and for those who meet the criteria, an investigation is 
conducted. Any amendments or changes to a statement of deficiency (related to an adverse 
action) would be updated in the system.  The original report would be edited and the final 
corrected copy would be maintained for public viewing. 
 

 Describe the process for maintaining monitoring and inspection reports on the website. 
Specifically, provide the minimum number of years reports are posted and the policy for 
removing reports (98.33(a)(4)(iv)). Surveyors in the Division of Regulated Child Care enter the 

inspection and monitoring information into a system database. Then the self-service portal uses a real 
time service call to pull the reports to display on the Public Child Care Search. Currently, there is no 
minimum number of years monitoring or inspection reports are purged.   

2.3.8 Aggregate data on serious injuries, deaths, and substantiated cases of child abuse that have 
occurred in child care settings each year must be posted by Lead Agencies on the consumer 
education website (98.33(a)(5)). The serious incident aggregate data should include information 
about any child in the care of a provider eligible to receive CCDF, not just children receiving 
subsidies. 

This aggregate information on serious injuries and deaths must be separated by category of care 
(e.g. centers, family child care homes, and in-home care) and licensing status (i.e. licensed or 
license-exempt) for all eligible CCDF providers in the state. The information on instances of 
substantiated child abuse does not have to be organized by category of care or licensing status. 
Information should also include the total number of children regulated to be cared for by 
provider type and licensing status (81 FR, p. 67477), so that families can view the serious 
injuries, deaths, and substantiated cases of abuse data in context. The aggregate report should 
not include individual provider-specific information or names. 

 Certify by providing: 

i. The designated entity to which child care providers must submit reports of any serious 
injuries or deaths of children occurring in child care (98.16 (ff)) and describe how the Lead 
Agency obtains the aggregate data from the entity. Regulation requires a provider to report 

accident or injury requiring medical care within 24 hours from time of incident to the DCBS-Division 
of Protection and Permanency, DCBS- Division of Child Care, and OIG-Division of Regulated Child 
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Care. A child fatality must be reported within one hour. 922 KAR 2:090 Child Care Licensure, 
Section 12. 922 KAR 2:100 Certification of Family Child Care Homes, Section 19. The Child 
Protection Branch maintains records and prepares the Child Fatality/Near Fatality Annual Report 
available to inter-departmental agencies and the public.  

ii. ¢ƘŜ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ άǎǳōǎǘŀƴǘƛŀǘŜŘ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŀōǳǎŜέ ǳǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ 
requirement. Yw{ сллΦлнл ŘŜŦƛƴŜǎ ŀƴ άŀōǳǎŜŘ ƻǊ ƴŜƎƭŜŎǘŜŘ ŎƘƛƭŘΦέ 922 KAR 1:330. Child protective 

services, defines substantiated as an admission of abuse or neglect by the person responsible or a 
judicial finding of child abuse or neglect or a preponderance of evidence exists that abuse or 
neglect was committed by the caretaker. 

iii. ¢ƘŜ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ άǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ƛƴƧǳǊȅέ ǳǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘΦ 
922 KRS 2:090 defines an injury as an accident or injury to a child that requires medical care 
initiated by the child-ŎŀǊŜ ŎŜƴǘŜǊ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǇŀǊŜƴǘΦ  

 Certify by checking below that the required elements are included in the Aggregate Data 
Report on serious incident data that have occurred in child care settings each year. 

Ἠ i. the total number of serious injuries of children in care by provider 
category/licensing status 

Ἠ ii. the total number of deaths of children in care by provider category/licensing status 

Ἠ iii. the total number of substantiated instances of child abuse in child care settings 

Ἠ iv. the total number of children in care by provider category/licensing status  

 Provide the website link to the page where the aggregate number of serious injuries, deaths, 
and substantiated instances of child abuse are posted. 
https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dcbs/dcc/Pages/abuseinjurydataandinspection.aspx 

2.3.9 The consumer education website must include contact information on referrals to local child 
care resource and referral organizations (98.33 (a)(6)). How does the Lead Agency provide 
referrals to local CCR&R agencies through the consumer education website? Describe and 
include a website link to this information: Information on our child care resource and referral partners 

can be found on our DCC consumer education pages, and on the public child care search website page. 
https://kynect.ky.gov/benefits/s/program-page?language=en_US&program=CC.  

2.3.10 The consumer education website must include information on how parents can contact the Lead 
Agency, or its designee, or other programs that can help the parent understand information 
included on the website (98.33 (a)(7)). Describe and include a website link to this information:  
All contact information is at the bottom of each page. Per the design of our website, and all Department 
for /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ .ŀǎŜŘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ƛǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴΩǎ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΣ ǇƘƻƴŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊΣ ŦŀȄ ƴǳƳōŜǊΣ 
and office address. Link to the Home Page: https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dcbs/dcc/Pages/default.aspx 

 

 

https://kynect.ky.gov/benefits/s/program-page?language=en_US&program=CC
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2.3.11 tǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ƭƛƴƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ Ŏƻƴǎǳmer education website. Note: An 
amendment is required if this website changes. 
https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dcbs/dcc/Pages/default.aspx   

2.4 Additional Consumer and Provider Education 

Lead Agencies are required to certify that they will collect and disseminate information about 
the full diversity of child care services to promote parental choice to parents of eligible children, 
the general public, and where applicable, child care providers. In addition to the consumer 
education website, the consumer education information can be provided through CCR&R 
organizations or through direct conversations with eligibility case workers and child care 
providers. Outreach and counseling can also be effectively provided via information sessions or 
intake processes for families (658E(c)(2)(E); 98.15(b)(4); 98.33(b)). 

In questions 2.4.1 through 2.4.5, certify by describing: 

2.4.1 How the Lead Agency shares information with eligible parents, the general public, and where 
applicable, child care providers about the availability of child care services provided through 
CCDF and other programs for which the family may be eligible, such as state Prekindergarten, as 
well as the availability of financial assistance to obtain child care services. At a minimum, 
describe what is provided (e.g., such methods as written materials, the website, and direct 
communications) and how information is tailored for these audiences. Information for families 

receiving CCDF and information for the public on our services can be found in multiple website pages and 
through other avenues such as social media. Kentucky uses a unified system for all programs, which is 
https://kynect.ky.gov/benefits/s/?language=en_US. Families can use the prescreening tool found on the 
home page. This allows families to determine all the programs they may be eligible for: Health Assistance, 
Food Assistance, Financial Assistance, Child Care Assistance and Health Insurance. For families that visit 
face to face with a Department for Community Based caseworker, the interview will consist of 
determining all the programs a family is eligible to enroll and receive benefits. Kentucky also uses social 
media platforms to reach families. The Kentucky Cabinet for Health and Family Services (CHFS) and the 
Kentucky Department for Community Based Services (DCBS) has a Twitter and Facebook page. These 
social media platforms allow for frequent sharing of information on all services and changes. DCC 
frequently posts to the DCBS social media pages on our various services. DCC has also videotaped 
YouTube videos on services and in return, those YouTube videos have been shared to our social media 
accounts.     

2.4.2 How does the Lead Agency provide the required information about the following programs and 
benefits to the parents of eligible children, the general public, and where applicable, providers? 
Certify by describing for each program listed below, at a minimum, what information is 
provided, how the information is provided, and how the information is tailored to a variety of 
audiences. Include any partners who assist in providing this information. 

 Temporary Assistance for Needy Families program: Information is available on our consumer 

education website on the Parent Information page, which will take you to the Kentucky Transitional 
Assistance Program page (KTAP). Information is also shared in person in all local Department for 
/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ .ŀǎŜŘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ό5/.{ύ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǎΣ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ŜƭƛƎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 5/.{ 
Facebook page and Twitter page 

 Head Start and Early Head Start programs: Information is available on our consumer education 

ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ tŀǊŜƴǘ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǇŀƎŜΦ !ƭǎƻ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ 9ŀǊƭȅ /ƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ 
and their Facebook page. Information is also provided at application for child care assistance.   

https://kynect.ky.gov/benefits/s/?language=en_US
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 Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP): Information is available on our 

consumer education website on the Parent Information page. In addition, information on this program 
is shared in person in all DCBS offices and through DCBS social media accounts 

 Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP): Information is available on our consumer 

education website on the Parent Information page. In addition, information on this program is shared 
in person in all DCBS offices and through DCBS social media accounts. 

 Women, Infants, and Children Program (WIC) program: Information is available on our consumer 

education website on the Parent Information page. In addition, information on this program is shared 
in all DCBS offices and through DCBS social media accounts. Information can also be found in person in 
ŀƭƭ YŜƴǘǳŎƪȅΩǎ ƭƻŎŀƭ IŜŀƭǘƘ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ Y¸ IŜŀƭǘƘ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ /ƻǳƴǘƛŜǎ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƳŜŘƛŀ 
pages. 

 Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP): Information is provided with provider license and 

certification application and Kentucky Department of Education website. A Link to the program is on 
our consumer education home page. The Central KY Community Action Council shares information via 
their social media accounts.   

 aŜŘƛŎŀƛŘ ŀƴŘ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ IŜŀƭǘƘ LƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ (CHIP): Information is provided at application 

for child care assistance. Information is available on our consumer education website on the Parent 
Information page. In addition, information on this program is shared through DCBS social media 
accounts 

 Programs carried out under IDEA Part B, Section 619 and Part C:  
Information provided at application for child care assistance. Information is also available on our 
consumer education website on the Parent Information page. The Kentucky Department of Education 
ŀƴŘ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ tǳōƭƛŎ IŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƭǎƻ ǎƘŀǊŜǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΦ ¢ƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ 
Early Childhood also shares information via their website and Facebook page 
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2.4.3 Describe how the Lead Agency makes information available to parents, providers and the 
general public ƻƴ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ōŜǎǘ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ 
physical health and development, particularly healthy eating and physical activity and 
information about successful parent and family engagement. The description should include: 

¶ what information is provided  

¶ how the information is provided  

¶ how the information is tailored to a variety of audiences, including:  

o parents 

o providers  

o the general public  

¶ any partners in providing this information  

Description: The Division of Child Care is developing and distributing content to Kentucky Credentialed 

Trainers concerning best practices on handling special needs in the early childhood setting.  The Division 
of Child Care will be hosting training of the trainer sessions over the course of three (3) years to raise 
awareness of child development needs, resources, parent communication, and equity for young children 
with special needs in the early childhood setting.  After determining focus topics, for example 
Introduction to Early Intervention in Kentucky, Communicating with Parents of Children with Special 
Needs and Autism 101, the Professional Development Team forms teams of field professionals 
throughout the state to develop the training content.  A member of the Division of Child Care Professional 
Development staff leads these teams.  Trainings are developed and distributed by a member of the 
Professional Development team.  These individuals also adhere to 922 KAR 2:240 Kentucky Early Care and 

9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ¢ǊŀƛƴŜǊΩǎ /ǊŜŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŀƭ. Child Care Aware of Kentucky collaborates with The 

Division of Child Care to share the information via the Trainer ListServ and quarterly Trainer Talk 
Newsletter. See link: https://www.childcareawareky.org/tot-series-from-dcc/. All Department for Public 
Health regional offices provide child find/referral information for both HANDS and First Steps to the 
general public but target parents, physicians (family, ob/gyn, and pediatricians), birthing hospitals, child 
care and other state programs serving young children. The information packets include developmental 
milestones, access to developmental screening, and how to refer children to HANDS and/or First Steps. 
Some offices use social media to further the spread of information. A couple of offices use billboards.  
When allowed, regional offices often participate in community activities such as baby showers. The 
Division of Child Care partners with the Governor's Office of Early Childhood and the Division of Regulated 
Child Care to provide parents, providers, and the general public access to web-based information and 
electronic newsletters. Parents have access to electronic resources, including newsletters, parent guides, 
and additional print ready materials with tips and information regarding child development. The Division 
of Child Care partners with the University of Kentucky Human Development Institute to administer the 
statewide Child Care Aware Resource and Referral Network of Services, which provides technical 
assistance regarding health and safety and quality child care. The network includes content coordinators 
who maintain expertise in current best practice in order to equip technical assistance coaches with the 
resources necessary to encourage providers to share information with parents of the children they serve. 
  

2.4.4 DŜǎŎǊƛōŜ Ƙƻǿ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ-emotional and 
behavioral issues and mental health of young children, including positive behavioral intervention 
and support models based on research and best practices for those from birth to school age, are 
shared with families, providers, and the general public. At a minimum, include  

¶ what information is provided,  

¶ how the information is provided, and  

¶ how information is tailored to a variety of audiences, and  

https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/240.pdf
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¶ include any partners in providing this information.  
Description: For Families/Providers/Public: The Early Childhood Mental Health Program is co-

administered by the Department for Behavioral Health, Developmental and Intellectual Disabilities and 
the Department for Public Health. ECMHP supports Early Childhood Mental Health Specialist staff 
positions in all fourteen of the CMHCs. The goal for the Early Childhood Specialist is to build regional 
capacity to better meet the social, emotional, and behavioral needs of children birth through five and 
their families. The ECMHP can support childcare programs in several ways. Our Specialist offer a variety of 
trainings such as Early Childhood Development Attachment, Environmental Strategies, KY Strengthening 
Families, Connect the Dots, and others. ECMH Specialist can also provide program and child-level 
observations/consultation, assessments/screenings, individual and/or group therapy.  : 
https://dbhdid.ky.gov/dbh/ecmh.aspx. For Providers: The Division of Child Care is developing and 
distributing content to Kentucky Credentialed Trainers concerning best practices on handling special 
needs in the early childhood setting.  The Division of Child Care will be hosting training of the trainer 
sessions over the course of three (3) years to raise awareness of child development needs, resources, 
parent communication, and equity for young children with special needs in the early childhood setting.  
After determining focus topics, for example Introduction to Early Intervention in Kentucky, 
Communicating with Parents of Children with Special Needs and Autism 101, the Professional 
Development Team forms teams of field professionals throughout the state to develop the training 
content. A member of the Division of Child Care Professional Development staff leads these teams.  
Trainings are developed and distributed by a member of the Professional Development team.  These 
individuals also adhere to 922 KAR 2:240 YŜƴǘǳŎƪȅ 9ŀǊƭȅ /ŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ¢ǊŀƛƴŜǊΩǎ /ǊŜŘential and 
training approval.   

2.4.5 5ŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǎǇŜƴǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇǳƭǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ 
birth to age 5 in child care and other early childhood programs receiving CCDF funds (98.16(ee)), 
including how those policies are shared with families, providers, and the general public.  
Kentucky Child Care Aware Coaches provide technical assistance to prevent and address discipline issues 
in child care programs and recommend best practices to develop policies that support childǊŜƴΩǎ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ-
emotional and behavioral health to prevent suspension and expulsion from early childhood programs. 
Connect the Dots is a joint collaboration between multiple early education and mental health specialists 
across Kentucky. The collaboration was built to address a common need: The need for a short yet 
powerful skills-based training teaching the basics of social and emotional best practices. Connect the Dots 
highlights 4 easy to remember steps to address challenging behaviors. The 4 steps encompass both the 
άǿŜƭƭ-ōŜƛƴƎέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ άǿŜƭƭ-ŘƻƛƴƎέ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ŦƻǊ 
success in school and life. Connect the Dots resources and trainings are for anyone who works with 
children ages two to five years old. https://www.kentuckycchc.org/posters-handouts-1/ 

2.5 Procedures for Providing Information on Developmental Screenings 

Lead Agencies are required to provide information on developmental screenings to parents, the 
general public and, when applicable, child care providers. Information should include: 

¶ Existing resources and services that the state can use in conducting developmental 
screenings and providing referrals to services for children who receive child care 
assistance.    

¶ Lead Agencies must also include a description of how a family or child care provider can 
use these resources and services to obtain developmental screenings for children who 
receive subsidies and who might be at risk of cognitive or other developmental delays, 
which can include social, emotional, physical, or linguistic delays (658E(c)(2)(E)(ii)).  

This information about the resources can include the Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnosis, 
and Treatment program under the Medicaid program carried out under title XIX of the Social 

https://dbhdid.ky.gov/dbh/ecmh.aspx
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/240.pdf
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Security Act and developmental screening services available under IDEA Part B, Section 619 and 
Part C, in conducting those developmental screenings and in providing referrals to services for 
children who receive subsidies. Lead Agencies are required to provide this information to 
eligible families during CCDF intake and to child care providers through training and education 
(98.33(c)). Information on developmental screenings, as other consumer education information, 
should be accessible for individuals with limited English proficiency and individuals with 
disabilities. 

2.5.1 Certify by describing: 

 How the Lead Agency collects and disseminates information on existing resources and 
services available for conducting developmental screenings to CCDF parents, the general 
public, and where applicable, child care providers (98.15(b)(3)).  
DCC collaborates with The Early Childhood Mental Health Program, co-administered by the 
Department for Behavioral Health, Developmental and Intellectual Disabilities and the Department for 
Public Health. ECMH Specialist can also provide program and child-level observations/consultation, 
assessments/screenings, individual and/or group therapy.  The Kentucky All STARS tiered quality rating 
and improvement system is a 5 star hybrid system that groups standards under four domains. The 
Classroom and Instructional Quality Domain includes completing a developmental screening within 90 
days of enrollment and making a referral if needed. The system is intended to allow parents the ability 
to compare quality across all early care and education programs, including child care, public preschool, 
and Head Start. The lead agency works in close partnership with the Kentucky Child Care Aware 
coaches to ensure providers have access to resources for conducting developmental screenings, as 
well as relevant professional development opportunities. 

 The procedures for providing information on and referring families and child care providers to 
the Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnosis, and Treatment program under the Medicaid 
programτcarried out under Title XIX of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1396 et seq.)τand 
developmental screening services available under Part B, Section 619 and Part C of the 
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (20 U.S.C. 1419, 1431 et seq.).  
The Kentucky Division of Child Care promotes the referral of children to First Steps Early Intervention 
System that serves children from birth to age three who may have a developmental delay or a 
particular medical condition that is known to cause a developmental delay. First Steps services are 
provided statewide and are coordinated by the Kentucky Department for Public Health. The First Steps 
program provides a variety of services and supports including service coordination, evaluation, 
assessment, developmental intervention, occupational therapy, speech therapy, physical therapy, 
audiology services, vision services, and nutrition counseling. Once determined eligible through 
comprehensive screening and assessment, families must pay a participation fee based on the family's 
total household income and household size. No family is denied services due to the lack of insurance 
or inability to pay 

 How the Lead Agency gives information on developmental screenings to parents receiving a 
subsidy as part of the intake process. Include the information provided, ways it is provided, 
and any partners in this work. Upon intake, Child Care providers may make referrals to Early 

Childhood Mental Health (ECMH) consultation services through the Kentucky Department for 
Behavioral Health, Developmental and Intellectual Disabilities and the Department for Public Health 
within the Cabinet for Health and Family Services. The ECMH Program provides program and child-
level consultation on social, emotional, and behavioral issues that serve children birth through age five 
and their families including evaluation, assessment, and therapeutic services. In an effort to support 
timely developmental screenings, the All STARS tiered quality rating and improvement system has 
integrated developmental screening practices into the standards of quality. Information on All STARS is 
provided to the parent upon intake. 
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 How CCDF families or child care providers receiving CCDF can use the available resources and 
services to obtain developmental screenings for CCDF children at risk for cognitive or other 
developmental delays. Families and child care providers have access to multiple agencies and/or 

programs within CHFS for screening and assessment. These programs include First Steps Early 
Intervention System, the Early Childhood Mental Health Program, and the Early and Periodic 
Screening, Diagnosis and Treatment (EPSDT) Program. Each of these programs accepts referrals from 
child care providers and/or individuals who may have a developmental and/or cognitive delay    

 How child care providers receive this information through training and professional 
development. Through Child Care Aware Network Services Child care providers are assigned coaches 

to focus on health and safety, quality, and professional development.  Each Child Care Aware coach is 
knowledgeable in developmental screenings and can provide technical assistance for screening 
implementation, family involvement in screening, and the screening referral process. The process 
includes a needs assessment/self-evaluation, a technical assistance plan, and an 
action/implementation plan.  In addition to these services, Child Care Aware coaches provide 
information on available training in developmental screening. 

 Provide the citation for this policy and procedure related to providing information on 
developmental screenings. 922 KAR 2:270 Kentucky All STARS quality-based Graduated Early 

Childhood Rating System for Licensed Child Care Centers and Certified Family Child Care Homes, 
Section 4.  

2.6 Consumer Statement for Parents Receiving CCDF Funds 

Lead Agencies must provide CCDF parents with a consumer statement in hard copy or 
electronically (such as referral to a consumer education website) that contains specific 
information about the child care provider they select (98.33 d). Please note that if the consumer 
statement is provided electronically, Lead Agencies should consider ensuring the statement is 
accessible to parents, including parents with limited access to the internet, and that parents 
have a way to contact someone to address their questions. 

2.6.1  Certify by describing: 

 How and when the Lead Agency provides parents receiving CCDF funds with a consumer 
statement identifying the requirements for providers and the health and safety record of the 
provider they have selected. Anytime an application is initiated the client receives forms DCC-112 

(Facts about Kentucky All STARS) and DCC-113 (Facts about the Child Care Assistance Program). These 
forms serve as the parent referral service to aid the client in choosing a quality child care provider and 
leads them to information regarding the provider. 

 Certify by checking below the specific information provided to families either in hard copy or 
electronically.  Note:  The consumer statement must include the eight requirements listed in 
the table below. 
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Ἠ Health and safety requirements met by the provider 

Ἠ Licensing or regulatory requirements met by the provider 

Ἠ Date the provider was last inspected 

Ἠ Any history of violations of these requirements 

Ἠ Any voluntary quality standards met by the provider 

Ἠ How CCDF subsidies are designed to promote equal access 

Ἠ How to submit a complaint through the hotline 

Ἠ How to contact a local resource and referral agency or other community-based 
organization to receive assistance in finding and enrolling in quality child care 

 Provide a link to a sample consumer statement or a description if a link is not available. 
DCC-112 and DCC-ммо ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻǘǘƻƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƎŜΣ ǳƴŘŜǊ Ψ5ƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴΩ 
https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dcbs/dcc/Pages/ccap.aspx  

3 Provide Stable Child Care Financial Assistance to Families 

In providing child care assistance to families, Lead Agencies are required to implement these 
policies and procedures: a minimum 12-month eligibility and redetermination period, a process 
ǘƻ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ŦƻǊ ƛǊǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ŦƭǳŎǘǳŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎǎΣ ŀ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ŜƴǎǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΩ ǿƻǊƪ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜǎ 
are not disrupted by program requirements, policies to provide for a job search of no fewer than 
3 months if the Lead Agency exercises the option to discontinue assistance, and policies for the 
graduated phase-out of assistance. In addition, the Lead Agency is also required to describe 
procedures for the enrollment of children experiencing homelessness and, if applicable, children 
in foster care. 

Note: Lead Agencies are not prohibited from establishing policies that extend eligibility beyond 
12 months to align program requirements. For example, Lead Agencies can allow children 
enrolled in Head Start, Early Head Start, state or local Prekindergarten, and other collaborative 
programs to finish the program year or, similarly, parents enrolled in school can have eligibility 
extended to allow parents to finish their school year. This type of policy promotes continuity for 
families receiving services through multiple benefit programs. 

In this section, Lead Agencies will identify how they define eligible children and families and how 
the Lead Agency improves access for vulnerable children and families. This section also 
addresses the policies that protect wƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
child care payment. 

Note:  When asked for citations, responses can include state statute, regulations, administrative 
rules, policy manuals or policy issuances.  See the Introduction on page 4 for more detail. 

3.1 Eligible Children and Families 

At the time when eligibility is determined or redetermined, children must (1) be younger than 
age 13; (2) reside with a family whose income does not exceed 85 percent of the stateΩs median 
income for a family of the same size and whose family assets do not exceed $1,000,000 (as 
certified by a member of said family); and (3)(a) reside with a parent or parents who are working 
or attending a job training or educational program or (b) receives, or needs to receive, 
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protective services and resides with a parent or parents not described in (3)(a) (658P(4); 
98.20(a)). 

3.1.1 Eligibility criteria: Age of children served 

 The CCDF program serves children from 0 (weeks/months/years) through 12 years (under age 
13). Note: Do not include children incapable of self-care or under court supervision, who are 
reported below in (b) and (c). 

 Does the Lead Agency allow CCDF-funded child care for children ages 13 and older but below 
age 19 who are physically and/or mentally incapable of self-care (658E(c)(3)(B); 658P(3))? 

ἦ  No 

Ἠ  Yes, and the upper age is 18 (may not equal or exceed age 19). If yes, provide the Lead 
Agency definition of physical and/or mental incapacity:   

Means a child who has multiple or severe functional needs requiring ongoing 
specialized care. 

 Does the Lead Agency allow CCDF-funded child care for children ages 13 and older but below 
age 19 who are under court supervision ((658P(3); 658E(c)(3)(B))? 

ἦ  No 

Ἠ  Yes, and the upper age is 18 (may not equal or exceed  
age 19). 

 How does the Lead Agency define the following eligibility terms? 

i. άǊŜǎƛŘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘέΥ Means eligible children who are living with a parent or parents (by 
blood, marriage or adoption), including a legal guardian or other person with 
ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƭƻŎƻ ǇŀǊŜƴǘƛǎΣ ƻǊ ŀ ŎŀǊŜǘŀƪŜǊκǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ άǊŜǎƛŘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘέ ŀ 
family.  

ii. άƛƴ ƭƻŎƻ ǇŀǊŜƴǘƛǎέΥ Means a caretaker/relative, a person acting in place of a parent, 
including a legal guardian, an individual related by blood, marriage, or adoption of a 
child or non-relative, if the non-relative is pursuing legal custody within one year of 
application.   

3.1.2 Eligibility criteria: Reason for care 

 How does the Lead Agency define the following terms for the purposes of determining CCDF 
eligibility? 

i. Define what is accepted as ά²ƻǊƪƛƴƎέ όƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƴȅ ƘƻǳǊ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎύΥ  

Employment means public or private, permanent or temporary work that is 
performed for a wage, is self-employment, or is unpaid such as student teaching, 
an internship, or practicum, public or self-employment, permanent or temporary 
work. A combination of employment activities can be used to meet the required 
number of hours. For single-parent families, the requirement is an average of 20 
hours per week. For two-parent families, the requirement is a combined average 
of 40 hours per week unless one adult is mentally or physically unable to provide 
care for the children. In those instances, the requirement is an average of 20 hours 
per week for the adult able to work. The minimum work requirement for one adult 
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in a two-parent family is an average of five hours per week.  If a two-parent 
household requests child care assistance and one parent is not working due to 
being incapacitated, that parent must have a doctor's statement indicating they 
are unable to care for the child.  Recipients of Kentucky Transitional Assistance 
Program (K-TAP) who need child care while they participate in the Kentucky Works 
Program to meet TANF participation requirements must be actively involved with 
activities including employment, education, job preparation activities, job search, 
or other activities designed to assist the family to attain self-sufficiency. Low-
income working families, who have suffered loss of employment or a reduction in 
hours due to no fault of their own, may receive child care services for a 
subsequent job search to secure new employment for a minimum 3 month period.    

ii. Define what is accepted as άWƻō ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎέ όƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƴȅ ƘƻǳǊ ǊŜǉuirements):  

Recipients of Kentucky Transitional Assistance Program (K-TAP) who need child 
care while they participate in the Kentucky Works Program to meet TANF 
participation requirements must be actively involved with activities including 
employment, education, job preparation activities, job search, or other activities 
designed to assist the family to attain self-sufficiency.    In accordance with 922 
KAR 2:160 Section 6: Kentucky Works Child Care Eligibility Determination. (1) A 
child shall be eligible for CCAP if the child: (a) Resides with an applicant who is 
participating in the Kentucky Works Program described in 921 KAR 2:370; and (b) 
Meets the requirements listed in Section 3 of this administrative regulation. (2) A 
child shall be approved for child care assistance by the cabinet in accordance with 
subsection (1) of this section without a separate application as an integral part of a 
Kentucky Works Program self-sufficiency plan.   

iii. Define what is accepted as ά9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴέ όƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƴȅ ƘƻǳǊ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎύΥ  

The Lead Agency's definition of "working" is inclusive of unpaid work performed as 
part of higher education such as a practicum or work-study. The DCC-90L, Student 
Enrollment and Unpaid Work Verification form, is used to obtain enrollment 
information from the school. Other acceptable verification of enrollment includes 
a class schedule or a written statement from a school official.   This includes full-
time enrollment in an accredited school or certified trade school or participation in 
the SNAP Education& Training program or part-time enrollment combined with 10 
work hours to meet the eligibility requirements for CCAP.   

iv. Define what is accepted as άAttendingέ (a job training or educational program) (e.g. travel 
time, hours required for associated activities such as study groups, lab experiences, time 

for outside class study or completion of homework): Applicants must show 20 hours of 
combined work, job training, or education hours in order to qualify for CCAP. 
Travel time is not included in work, education, or job training hours.   

 Does the Lead Agency allow parents to qualify for CCDF assistance on the basis of education 
and training without additional work requirements? 

Ἠ Yes 

ἦ No. If no, describe the additional work requirements.  Click or tap here to enter text. 

 Does the Lead Agency provide child care to children who receive, or need to receive 
protective services?  

https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/160.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/160.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/921/002/370.pdf
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ἦ  No 

Ἠ  Yes. If yes:  

i. PǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ άǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎέΥ This means an open 
and active case in which a child protective case file contains appropriate 
documentation that substantiates child abuse, neglect, dependency or 
exploitation. This category may include child care services to prevent abuse, 
neglect, or dependency with appropriate supervisory approval. 
"Dependency" means the quality of being dependent as defined per KRS 
600.020(20): "Dependent child" means any child, other than an abused or 
neglected child, who is under improper care, custody, control, or 
guardianship that is not due to an intentional act of the parent, guardian, or 
person exercising custodial control or supervision of the child.     

Note: Federal requirements allow other vulnerable children identified by the Lead 
!ƎŜƴŎȅ ƴƻǘ ŦƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ ƛƴ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ 
definition of protective services for CCDF purposes. A Lead Agency may elect to 
provide CCDF-funded child care to children in foster care when foster care parents 
are not working or are not in education/training activities, but this provision should 
be included in the protective services definition above. 

ii. Are children in foster care considered to be in protective services for the purposes 
of eligibility at determination? 

Ἠ  No 

ἦ  Yes 

iii. Does the Lead Agency waive the income eligibility requirements for cases in which 
children receive, or need to receive, protective services on a case-by-case basis 
(98.20 (a)(3)(ii)(A))? 

ἦ  No 

Ἠ Yes 

iv. Does the Lead Agency waive the eligible activity (e.g., work, job training, education, 
etc.) requirements for cases in which children receive, or need to receive, protective 
services on a case-by-case basis? 

ἦ No 

Ἠ Yes 

v. Does the Lead Agency provide respite care to custodial parents of children in 
protective services? 

Ἠ  No 

ἦ  Yes 

https://casetext.com/statute/kentucky-revised-statutes/title-51-unified-juvenile-code/chapter-600-introductory-matters/section-600020-definitions-for-krs-chapters-600-to-645
https://casetext.com/statute/kentucky-revised-statutes/title-51-unified-juvenile-code/chapter-600-introductory-matters/section-600020-definitions-for-krs-chapters-600-to-645
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3.1.3 Eligibility criteria: Family Income Limits 

Note: The questions in 3.1.3 relate to initial determination. Redetermination is addressed in 
3.1.8 and 3.2.5. 

 Iƻǿ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅ ŘŜŦƛƴŜ άƛƴŎƻƳŜέ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ ƻŦ ŜƭƛƎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ 

initial determination? The money received from statutory benefits, wages, self-
employment, rental property, investments, business operations, etc.   

 Provide the CCDF income eligibility limits in the table below at the time of initial 
determination. Complete columns (i) and (ii) based on maximum eligibility at initial entry into 
CCDF. Complete columns (iii) and (iv) only if the Lead Agency is using income eligibility limits 
lower than 85 percent of the current state median income (SMI) at the initial eligibility 
determination point. If the income eligibility limits are not statewide, please complete the 
chart below using the most populous area of the state or territory (defined as the area 
serving highest number of CCDF children) and respond to c. below the table. 

 (i) (ii) (iii) (iv) 

 

 

 

Family 
Size 

 

100% of SMI 

($/Month)  

 

85% of SMI 
($/Month)  

[Multiply (a) by 0.85] 

(IF APPLICABLE) 

($/Month) 
Maximum Initial or 
First Tier Income 

Limit (or 
Threshold) if Lower 

than 85% of 
Current SMI 

(IF APPLICABLE)  
(% of SMI) 

[Divide (iii) by (i), 
multiply by 100] 
Income Level if 

Lower than 85% of 
Current SMI 

1 0 0 0 0 

2 $4403 $3742.55 $2323 53% 

3 $5439 $4623.15 $2928 54% 

4 $6475 $5503.75 $3533 55% 

5 $7511 $6384.35 $4139 55% 

 If the income eligibility limits are not statewide, describe how many jurisdictions set their 
own income eligibility limits and provide the income limit ranges across the jurisdictions (e.g. 
range from [lowest limit] to [highest limit])( 98.16(i)(3)). N/A 

 SMI source and year. 2020 Census Bureau Median Family Income by Size 

Reminder: Income limits must be established and reported in terms of current SMI based on 
the most recent data published by the Bureau of the Census (98.20(a)(2)(i)) even if the 
federal poverty level is used in implementing the program. SMI guidelines are available at: 
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/ocs/resource/liheap-im-2020-02-state-median-income-estimates-
for-optional-use-fy2020-and-mandatory-use-fy2021?utm_medium=rss . 

 Identify the most populous area of the state (defined as the area serving the highest number 
of CCDF children) used to complete the chart in 3.1.3 b. Jefferson County 

 What is the effective date for these eligibility limits reported in 3.1.3 b?  

7/1/21 

https://www.acf.hhs.gov/ocs/resource/liheap-im2017-03
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 Provide the citation or link, if available, for the income eligibility limits.  

https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dcbs/dcc/Documents/dcc11319.pdf 

3.1.4 Lead Agencies are required to ensure that children receiving CCDF funds do not have family 
assets that exceed $1,000,000, as certified by a family member (98.20(a)(2)(ii)). 

 Describe how the family member certifies that family assets do not exceed $1,000,000 (e.g., 

a checkoff on the CCDF application). The Lead Agency requires families to certify that the 
family assets do not exceed$1,000,000 by requiring response to this question during 
the application process, which may include verification of assets for other public 
assistance programs. 

 Does the Lead Agency waive the asset limit on a case-by-case basis for families defined as 
receiving, or in need of, protective services? 

ἦ No 

Ἠ  Yes. If yes, describe the policy or procedure and provide citation:  

The Lead Agency does not require verification of assets for protection and 
prevention cases. Citation: KAR 2:160 Child Care Assistance Program Section 8 
(3) 

3.1.5 Describe any additional eligibility conditions or rules, which are applied by the Lead Agency 
(98.20(b)) during: 

 eligibility determination. CHFS limits any requirements for reporting changes in income 
unless the change would make a positive change in the case or that the income is 
above 85% of the SMI. Families that report a change and their income exceeds the 
income limits, but do not exceed 85% of the SMI, will remain eligible until 
recertification.  

 eligibility redetermination. At redetermination, all eligibility factors are reviewed and 
ǳǇŘŀǘŜŘ ŀǎ ƴŜŜŘŜŘΦ !ƴȅ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘΩǎ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǊŜ ǾŜǊƛŦƛŜŘ ŀƴŘ 
considered.  The family can remain eligible as long as they are still meeting technical 
eƭƛƎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƎǊƻǎǎ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŜȄŎŜŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǘƛŜǊ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ 
200 FPG/Federal Poverty Guideline.  

3.1.6 [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ƛƴǘƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ 
continuity of care when authorizing child care services (98.21(f); 98.16(h)(6)). Lead Agencies are 
reminded that authorized child care services are not required to be strictly based on the work, 
training, or education schedule of the parent (98.21 (g)). Check the approaches, if applicable, 
that ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅ ǳǎŜǎ ǿƘŜƴ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊƛƴƎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƴƎ Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳƛǘȅ 
of care when authorizing child care services. 

ἦ a. Coordinating with Head Start, Prekindergarten, other early learning programs, or 
school-age programs to create a package of arrangements that accommodates 
ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ ǿƻǊƪ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜǎ 

Ἠ b. Inquiring about whether the child has an Individualized Education Program (IEP) or 
Individual Family Services Plan (IFSP) 

Ἠ c. Establishing minimum eligibility periods longer than 12 months 

https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dcbs/dcc/Documents/dcc11319.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/160.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/160.pdf
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Ἠ d. Using cross-enrollment or referrals to other public benefits 

ἦ e. Working with IDEA Part B, Section 619 and Part C staff to explore how services 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ L9t ƻǊ LC{t Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ŀƴŘκƻǊ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ƻƴǎƛǘŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ 
collaboration with child care services 

Ἠ f. Working with entities that may provide other child support services. 

ἦ g. Providing more intensive case management for families with children with multiple 
risk factors 

Ἠ h. Implementing policies and procedures that promote universal design to ensure that 
activities and environments are accessible to all children, including children with 
sensory, physical, or other disabilities 

Ἠ i. Other. Describe: Licensed child-care centers and certified family child-care 
homes are required to report ages of children they are able to serve. Efforts 
are made to ensure that children are placed in settings that will serve all 
children in the family and will not require children to change placements as 
they age. Efforts are made to ensure full-day coverage of services for children 
that includes before- and after-school as needed. Regional needs assessments 
are conducted to look at child care partnerships and identify barriers to high 
quality services that meet the developmental needs of all children as well as 
family needs, including type and hours of care. 

3.1.7 Fluctuation in earnings. 

Lead Agencies are required to demonstrate how their processes for initial determination and 
redetermination take into account irregular fluctuations in earnings (658E(c)(2)(N)(i)(II) and 
98.21(c)). The Lead Agency must put in place policies that ensure that temporary increases in 
income, including temporary increases that can result in a monthly income exceeding 85 
percent of state median income (SMI) (calculated on a monthly basis) from seasonal 
employment or other temporary work schedules, do not affect eligibility or family co-payments 
(98.21(c)). Check the processes that the Lead Agency uses to take into account irregular 
fluctuations in earnings. 

Ἠ a. AveragŜ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎǎ ƻǾŜǊ ŀ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜ όe.g. 12 months).  

Ἠ b. wŜǉǳŜǎǘ ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ 
income.  

Ἠ c.  5ŜŘǳŎǘ ǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ƻǊ ƛǊǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜǎ ƛƴ ǿŀƎŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ 
level.  

ἦ d. Other. Describe: Click or tap here to enter text. 
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3.1.8 Lead Agencies are required to have procedures for documenting and verifying that children 
receiving CCDF funds meet eligibility criteria at the time of eligibility determination and 
redetermination (98.68(c)). Lead Agencies should note that there are no federal requirements 
for specific documentation or verification procedures. Check the information that the Lead 
Agency documents and verifies at initial determination and redetermination and describe, at a 
minimum, what information is required and how often. Check all that apply. 

Required at 
Initial 

Determination 

Required at 
Redetermination 

Information and Description 

Yes No a. Applicant identity. Describe: 5ǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ [ƛŎŜƴǎŜΣ 
Student I.D., Military I.D., or two other forms of 
verification 

Yes No b. !ǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘΩǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΦ 5ŜǎŎǊƛōŜΥ Birth 
Index, Birth Records  

Yes No c. /ƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴƛƴƎ ŜƭƛƎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ όŜΦƎΦΣ 
identity, age, citizen/immigration status). Describe: 

Birth Index, Birth Records, School Records 

Yes Yes d. Work. Describe: Work Verification System, PAFS-
700/Verification of Employment, Wage/Check 
Stubs, Federal Tax Forms, Written Statement from 
Employer, Employer Printout of actual wages, 
Employee Contract. 

Yes Yes e. Job training or educational program. Describe: DCC-
90L/Student Work Verification Form, School 
Schedule or Written Statement from School 
Official 

Yes Yes f. Family income. Describe: Work Verification System, 
PAFS-700/Verification of Employment, 
Wage/Check Stubs, Federal Tax Forms, Written 
Statement from Employer, Employer Printout of 
actual wages, Employee Contract, Award Letters, 
Shared System Data. 

Yes Yes g. Household composition. Describe: PAFS-
76/Information Request, Current Lease, Written 
Statement from someone that knows the client or 
Collateral Contact 

Yes Yes h. Applicant residence. Describe: PAFS-76/Information 
Request, Current Lease, Written Statement from 
someone that knows the client or Collateral 
Contact 
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  i. Other. Describe: Click or tap here to enter text. 

 

3.1.9 Which strategies, if any, will the Lead Agency use to ensure the timeliness of eligibility 
determinations upon receipt of applications? Check all that apply. 

Ἠ a.  Time limit for making eligibility determinations. Describe length of time:  
Thirty (30) days 

Ἠ b.  Track and monitor the eligibility determination process 

ἦ c.  Other. Describe: Click or tap here to enter text. 

ἦ d.  None 

3.1.10 Informing parents who receive TANF benefits about the exception to the individual penalties 
associated with the TANF work requirement. 

Lead Agencies are required to inform parents who receive TANF benefits about the exception to 
the individual penalties associated with the work requirement for any single custodial parent 
who has a demonstrated inability to obtain needed child care for a child younger than age 6 
(98.16(v); 98.33(f)). 

Lead Agencies must coordinate with TANF programs to ensure that TANF families with young 
children will be informed of their right not to be sanctioned if they meet the criteria set forth by 
the state/territory TANF agency in accordance with Section 407(e)(2) of the Social Security Act. 

In fulfilling this requirement, the following criteria or definitions are applied by the TANF agency 
to determine whether the parent has a demonstrated inability to obtain needed child care. 

Note: The TANF agency, not the CCDF Lead Agency, is responsible for establishing the following 
criteria or definitions. These criteria or definitions are offered in this Plan as a matter of public 
record. 

 Identify the TANF agency that established these criteria or definitions:  

DCBS Division of Family Support 

 Provide the following definitions established by the TANF agency: 

i. ά!ǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŎŀǊŜέΥ Means an eligible child care provider as defined in 45 
C.F.R. part 98.2   

ii. άwŜŀǎƻƴŀōƭŜ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜέΥ Means the distance customarily available within a locality. 

iii. ά¦ƴǎǳƛǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀƭ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŎŀǊŜέΥ Means care, not regulated under Kentucky law, 
which does not meet the quality child care needs as defined by the parent or the 
health and safety requirements applicable to regulated child care in the 
Commonwealth.  

iv. ά!ŦŦƻǊŘŀōƭŜ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŎŀǊŜ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜƳŜƴǘǎέΥ Means appropriate child care, at a reasonable 
distance, which is suitable and charges at or below the maximum provider 
payment rate under the CCDF Plan.   

 How are parents who receive TANF benefits informed about the exception to the individual 
penalties associated with the TANF work requirements? 

https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/45/98.2
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/45/98.2
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ἦ   i. In writing 

ἦ   ii. Verbally 

Ἠ   iii. Other. Describe: A TANF recipient receives information from a DCBS worker 
regarding the exception to the individual penalties associated with work 
requirements for any single custodial parent who has a demonstrated inability to 
obtain needed childcare for a child under six years of age. Eligibility for TANF 
recipient is determined by the DCBS Family Support focused staff.  

 Provide the citation for the TANF policy or procedure: Citation: 921 KAR 2:370 Technical 
Requirements for Kentucky Works Program Section 6. 

3.2 Family Contribution to Payments 

Lead Agencies are required to establish and periodically revise a sliding-fee scale for CCDF 
ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǾŀǊƛŜǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛȊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǘƻ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ŜŀŎƘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ 
contribution (i.e., co-payment) that is not a barrier to families receiving CCDF funds (658E(c)(5)). 
In addition to income and the size of the family, the Lead Agency may use other factors when 
determining family contributions/co-payments. Lead Agencies, however, may NOT use cost of 
care or amount of subsidy payment in determining co-payments (98.45(k)(2)). Questions 3.2.1 
through 3.2.4 address co-payments during the initial/entry-eligibility period. 

To help families transition off child care assistance, Lead Agencies may gradually adjust  
co-pay amounts for families determined to be eligible under a graduated phase-out.  Question 
3.2.5 addresses co-payments during the graduated phase-out period. 

3.2.1 Provide the CCDF co-payments in the chart below according to family size for one child in care. 

 Complete the chart based on the most populous area of the state or territory (defined as 
the area serving the highest number of CCDF children, aligned to the response provided in 
3.1.3 e). 

 (a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) 

Family 
size 

Lowest 
initial or 
First Tier 
Income 
Level 
where 
family is 
first 
charged 
co-pay 
(greater 
than $0) 

What is 
the 
monthly 
co-
payment 
for a 
family of 
this size 
based on 
the 
income 
level in 
(a)? 

What 
percentage 
of income 
is this co-
payment in 
(b)? 

Highest 
initial or 
First Tier 
Income 
Level 
before a 
family is 
no longer 
eligible. 

What is 
the 
monthly 
co-
payment 
for a 
family of 
this size 
based on 
the 
income 
level in 
(d)? 

What 
percentage 
of income 
is this co-
payment in 
(d)? 

1 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

2 $900 $43 4.8% $2323 $260 11.1% 

3 $900 $43 4.8% $2928 $281 9.5% 

4 $900 $43 4.8% $3533 $325 9.1% 

https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/921/002/370.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/921/002/370.pdf


 

58 | P a g e 
 

 (a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) 

5 $900 $43 4.8% $4139 $541 13% 

 If the sliding-fee scale is not statewide (i.e., county-administered states): 

i. Ἠ N/A. Sliding fee scale is statewide 

ii. Identify the most populous area of the state (defined as the area serving the highest 
number of CCDF children) used to complete the chart above.  
Jefferson County 

iii. Describe how many jurisdictions set their own sliding-fee scale (98.16(i)(3)). 
N/A 

 What is the effective date of the sliding-fee scale(s)? 10/01/2017 
 Provide the link(s) to the sliding-fee scale: 

https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/160.pdf   (Section 11) 

3.2.2 Iƻǿ ǿƛƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ōŜ ŎŀƭŎǳƭŀǘŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǿƘƻƳ ǿƛƭƭ ƛǘ ōŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘΚ /ƘŜŎƪ ŀƭƭ that 
apply under a. or b.  

Ἠ a. The fee is a dollar amount and (check all that apply): 

ἦ i.  The fee is per child, with the same fee for each child. 

ἦ ii.  The fee is per child and is discounted for two or more children. 

ἦ iii.  The fee is per child up to a maximum per family. 

ἦ iv.  No additional fee is charged after a certain number of children. 

Ἠ v.  The fee is per family. 

ἦ vi.  The contribution schedule varies because it is set locally/regionally (as indicated in  
  1.2.1). Describe: Click or tap here to enter text. 

ἦ vii. Other. Describe: Click or tap here to enter text. 

ἦ  b. The fee is a percent of income and (check all that apply): N/A 

ἦ i.  The fee is per child, with the same percentage applied for each child. 

ἦ ii.  The fee is per child, and a discounted percentage is applied for two or more 
 children. 

ἦ iii.  The fee is per child up to a maximum per family. 

ἦ iv.  No additional percentage is charged after a certain number of children. 

ἦ v.  The fee is per family. 

ἦ vi.  The contribution schedule varies because it is set locally/regionally (as indicated in 
1.2.1). Describe: Click or tap here to enter text. 

ἦ vii.  Other. Describe: Click or tap here to enter text. 

https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/160.pdf
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3.2.3 Does the Lead Agency use other factors in addition to income and family size to determine each 
ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ Ŏƻ-payment (658E(c)(3)(B))? Reminder: Lead Agencies may NOT use cost of care or 
amount of subsidy payment in determining co-payments (98.45(k)(2)). 

ἦ No 

Ἠ Yes. If yes, check and describe those additional factors below. 

ἦ   a.  Number of hours the child is in care. Describe: Click or tap here to enter text.  

ἦ   b.  Lower co-payments for a higher quality of care, as defined by the state/territory.       
Describe: Click or tap here to enter text. 

Ἠ   c.  Other. Describe: The number of children needing care is also taken into 
consideration when calculating the familyΩǎ co-payment. 

3.2.4 The Lead Agency may waive contributions/co-payments from families whose incomes are at or 
below the poverty level for a family of the same size (98.45(k)) or for families who are receiving 
or needing to receive protective services, on a case-by-case basis, as determined for purposes of 
CCDF eligibility, or who meet other criteria established by the Lead Agency (98.45(k)(4)). Does 
the Lead Agency waive family contributions/co-payments for any of the following? Check all that 
apply. 

 δNo, the Lead Agency does not waive family contributions/co-payments. 

Ἠ Yes, the Lead Agency waives family contributions/co-payments. If yes, identify and describe 
which families have their family contributions/co-payments waived. 

ἦ a. Families with an income at or below the Federal poverty level for families of the 
same size. Describe the policy and provide the policy citation.  
Click or tap here to enter text. 

Ἠ b. Families who are receiving or needing to receive protective services on a case-by-
case basis, as determined by the Lead Agency for purposes of CCDF eligibility. 

Describe the policy and provide the policy citation. Department for Community 
Based Services, Division of Protection and Permanency are authorized to 
waive co-payments for protective cases and indicate the wavier on the 
DCC-85, Approval for Child Care form. 

ἦ c. Families meeting other criteria established by the Lead Agency. Describe the 
policy. Click or tap here to enter text. 
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3.2.5 Policies and processes for graduated phase-out of assistance at redetermination. 

Lead Agencies that establish initial family income eligibility below 85 percent of state median 
income (SMI) are required to provide a graduated phase-out of assistance for families whose 
income has ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ŀōƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ǘƘǊŜǎƘƻƭŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ǊŜŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ 
but remains below the federal threshold of 85 percent of the state median income (98.21 
(b)(1)). Providing a graduated phase-out promotes continuity by allowing for wage growth, 
allows for a tapered transition out of the child care subsidy program as income increases, and 
supports long-term self-sufficiency for families. 

Lead Agencies that provide a graduated phase-out must implement a two-tiered eligibility 
threshold, with the second tier of eligibility (used at the time of eligibility redetermination) to be 
set at: 

(i) 85 percent of SMI for a family of the same size. 
(ii) An amount lower than 85 percent of SMI for a family of the same size but above the Lead 

!ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ ŜƭƛƎƛōƛlity threshold that: 
(A) Takes into account the typical household budget of a low-income family. 
(B) Provides justification that the second eligibility threshold is: 

(1) Sufficient to accommodate increases in family income over time that are typical 
for low-income workers and that promote and support family economic stability. 

(2) Reasonably allows a family to continue accessing child care services without 
unnecessary disruption. 

At redetermination, a child shall be considered eligible if his or her parents are working or 
ŀǘǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ ŀ Ƨƻō ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƻǊ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ŜȄŎŜŜŘǎ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ 
income limit to initially qualify for assistance as long as their income does not exceed the second 
tier of eligibility (98.21(a); 98.21(b)(1)). Note that once deemed eligible, the family shall be 
considered eligible for a full minimum 12-month eligibility period, even if their income exceeds 
the second tier of eligibility during the eligibility period, as long as it does not exceed 85 percent 
of SMI. 

A family eligible for services via the graduated phase-out of assistance is considered eligible 
under the same conditions as other eligible families with the exception of the co-payment 
restrictions, which do not apply to a graduated phase-out. To help families transition from child 
care assistance, Lead Agencies may gradually adjust co-pay amounts for families whose children 
are determined eligible under a graduated phase-out and may require additional reporting on 
changes in family income. However, Lead Agencies must still ensure that any additional 
reporting requirements do not constitute an undue burden on families. 

 /ƘŜŎƪ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ōŜǎǘ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜǎ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜǎ 
regarding the graduated phase-out of assistance. 

ἦ N/A. The Lead Agency sets its initial eligibility threshold at 85 percent of SMI and 
therefore, is not required to provide a graduated phase-out period. (If checked, skip to 
subsection 3.3) 

ἦ The Lead Agency sets the second tier of eligibility at 85 percent of SMI. 

A. Describe the policies and procedures. Click or tap here to enter text. 
B. Provide the citation for this policy or procedure. Click or tap here to enter text. 

Ἠ The Lead Agency sets the second tier of eligibility at an amount lower than 85 percent of 
{aL ŦƻǊ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǎƛȊŜ ōǳǘ ŀōƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ ŜƭƛƎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƘǊŜǎƘƻƭŘΦ 
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A.  Provide the income level for the second tier of eligibility for a family of three:  

$3660 gross per month 

B. Describe how the second eligibility threshold: 

1. Takes into account the typical household budget of a low-income family: 

The Lead Agency determines income eligibility based only on monthly 
gross wages from earned, contract, or self-employment. 

2. Is sufficient to accommodate increases in family income over time that are 
typical for low-income workers and that promote and support family economic 

stability: The Lead Agency sets the income eligibility threshold at 160 
percent of the Federal Poverty Guideline at initial application and at 200 
percent of the Federal Poverty Guideline for recertification. 

3. Reasonably allows a family to continue accessing child care services without 

unnecessary disruption: The Lead Agency allows for continued child care 
services without unnecessary disruption if the change is the result of a 
temporary increase or decrease in income.  

4. Provide the citation for this policy or procedure related to the second eligibility 

threshold: 922 KAR 2:160 Child Care Assistance Program/Section 4 

 To help families transition from assistance, does the Lead Agency gradually adjust  
co-payments for families eligible under the graduated phase-out period? 

Ἠ No 

ἦ Yes 
i. If yes, describe how the Lead Agency gradually adjusts co-payments for families 

under a graduated phase-out: Click or tap here to enter text. 

ii. If yes, does the Lead Agency require additional reporting requirements during the 
graduated phase-out period? (Note: Additional reporting requirements are also 
discussed in section 3.4.3 of the Plan.) 

ἦ No 

ἦ Yes. Describe: Click or tap here to enter text. 

3.3 Increasing Access for Vulnerable Children and Families 

Lead Agencies are required to give priority for child care assistance to children with special 
needs, which can include vulnerable populations, in families with very low incomes, and to 
children experiencing homelessness (658E(c)(3)(B); 98.46(a)). The prioritization of CCDF 
assistance services is not limited to eligibility determination. Other ways to give priority may 
include the establishment of a waiting list or the ranking of eligible families in priority order to 
be served. 

bƻǘŜΥ //5C ŘŜŦƛƴŜǎ άŎƘƛƭŘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎƛƴƎ ƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎƴŜǎǎέ ŀǎ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎΣ ŀǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ 
Section 725 of Subtitle VII-B of the McKinney-Vento Act (42 U.S.C. 11434a) (98.2). 

3.3.1 Describe how the Lead Agency defines: 

 ά/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƴŜŜŘǎέΥ A child with special needs is defined as a child who has 
multiple or severe functional needs requiring ongoing specialized care with priority 

https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/160.pdf
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given over other CCDF families. This includes children in need of child care for the 
purpose of protection or prevention. 

 άCŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǾŜǊȅ ƭƻǿ ƛƴŎƻƳŜǎέΥ A family whose income does not exceed 100% of the 
Federal Poverty Level. These families receive priority over other eligible CCDF 
families. 

3.3.2 Identify how the Lead Agency will prioritize or target child care services for the following 
children and families: 

Note: If waiving co-payments is checked, Lead Agencies will need to provide further information 
in question 3.2.4. Paying higher rates for accessing higher quality care is addressed in 4.3.3 and 
using grants or contracts to reserve spots is addressed in 4.1.6. 

a. Complete the table below to indicate how the identified populations are prioritized or 
targeted. 

 

Population Prioritized 

Prioritize for 
enrollment 
in child care 

services 

Serve 
without 

placing on 
waiting list 

Waive co-
payments (on 
a case-by-case 

basis). As 
described in 

3.2.4. 

Pay higher 
rate for 

access to 
higher 

quality care 

Using grants 
or contracts 
to reserve 

spots 

Children with special 
needs 

Ἠ Ἠ ἦ Ἠ ἦ 

Families with very low 
incomes 

ἦ Ἠ ἦ ἦ ἦ 

Children experiencing 
homelessness, as 
defined by the CCDF 

Ἠ Ἠ ἦ ἦ ἦ 

Families receiving 
TANF, those 
attempting to 
transition off TANF, 
and those at risk of 
becoming dependent 
on TANF (98.16(i)(4)) 

ἦ Ἠ ἦ ἦ ἦ 

 

b. If applicable, identify and describe any other ways the identified populations in the table above 

are prioritized or targeted. Income based sliding scale is utilized for assigning co-
payments. Homeless households during an initial application are unique from other 
eligibility types as the household is entitled to up to three calendar months from the date 
of application to return verification. This allows the household to return all required 
documentation gradually, if needed. Homeless cases are approved and enrollment starts 
when the head of household provides ID. (If a driver's license is provided, it does not 
matter if it is expired.) Households that return all required information and are technically 
and financially eligible at the end of the three (3) calendar month period, will not see a 
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change in the certification period at approval of application. Homeless households must 
meet all other technical and financial eligibility criteria in order to continue with the 
program. Homeless households can qualify to gain initial eligibility via Job Search if the 
client does not meet the work requirement and wants to use the once in twelve 
(12)months Job Search at the time of application. 

3.3.3 List and define any other priority groups established by the Lead Agency.  

Protection and Permanency (P&P) staff may approve child care when families need 
services for purposes of protection or prevention. A case is deemed to be a Protection 
or Prevention case when one of the following apply: 1) Prevention service to meet the 
child care needs of a family with a case opened due to the submission of a Family in 
Need of Services Assessment (FINSA). Care is provided in order to stabilize the family 
situation and prevent escalation to an environment at increased risk of abuse or neglect. 
2) Protective service provided when abuse, neglect, or dependency is substantiated and 
the family has need for child care services, as indicated in the case plan and/or after 
care. 

3.3.4 Describe how the Lead Agency prioritizes services for the additional priority groups identified in 

3.3.3. Form DCC-85 Approval for Child Care Assistance is used by the Protection & 
Permanency staff to notify the local child care worker that a client is approved and 
eligible for the Child Care Assistance Program (CCAP). 

3.3.5 Lead Agencies are required to expend CCDF funds to (1) permit the enrollment (after an initial 
eligibility determination) of children experiencing homelessness while required documentation 
is obtained, (2) provide training and technical assistance to child care providers and the 
appropriate Lead Agency (or designated entity) staff on identifying and serving children and 
families experiencing homelessness (addressed in section 6), and (3) conduct specific outreach 
to families experiencing homelessness(658E(c)(3); 98.51). 

 Describe the procedures to permit the enrollment of children experiencing homelessness 

while required documentation is obtained. Families experiencing homelessness are 
eligible for expedited services. They are entitled to immediate approval of cases and 
pend for lack of verification. During eligibility, homeless families have a three (3) 
calendar month period to return all verifications. Families that return all required 
information at the end of the three (3) calendar month period, will not see a change 
in their certification as the maximum allowable certification period as assigned based 
on program rules. Families experiencing homelessness must meet all other technical 
eligibility criteria in order to continue with the program. If information has not been 
provided within the three (3) calendar month timeframe, the application will be 
discontinued. 

 Check, where applicable, the procedures used to conduct outreach for children experiencing 
homelessness (as defined by CCDF Rule) and their families. 

Ἠ  i. Lead Agency accepts applications at local community-based locations 

ἦ  ii.  Partnerships with community-based organizations 
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ἦ   iii.  Partnering with homeless service providers, McKinney-Vento liaisons, and others 
 who work with families experiencing homelessness to provide referrals to child care 

Ἠ  iv.  Other: Information regarding the Lead AƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŎŀǊŜ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ 
is provided to entities serving families experiencing homelessness across the 
state. Regional leads are familiar with resources for families experiencing 
homelessness and can connect them to the supportive services when needed. 
Through the Child Care Resource and Referral Network of Services, coordinators 
participate in regular meetings to promote outreach to families experiencing 
homelessness, such as through the Central Kentucky Housing and Homeless 
Initiative.  

Note: The Lead Agency shall pay any amount owed to a child care provider for services provided 
as a result of the initial eligibility determination, and any CCDF payment made prior to the final 
eligibility determination shall not be considered an error or improper payment (98.51(a)(1)(ii)). 

3.3.6 Lead Agencies must establish a grace period that allows children experiencing homelessness and 
children in foster care to receive CCDF assistance while providing their families with a 
reasonable time to take any necessary actions to comply with immunization and other health 
and safety requirements (as described in section 5). The length of such a grace period shall be 
established in consultation with the state, territorial, or tribal health agency (658E(c)(2)(I)(i)(I); 
98.41(a)(1)(i)(C)). 

Note: Any payment for such a child during the grace period shall not be considered an error or 
improper payment (98.41(a)(1)(i)(C)(2)). 

 Describe procedures to provide a grace period to comply with immunization and other health 
and safety requirements, including how the length of the grace period was established in 
consultation with the state, territorial, or tribal health agency for: 

i. Children experiencing homelessness (as defined by the CCDF Final Rule).  

During eligibility, families experiencing homelessness have a three calendar month 
period to return all verifications. Households that return all required information 
by the end of the three (3) calendar month period will not see a change in their 
certification period as the maximum allowable certification period as assigned 
based on program rules. Provide the citation for this policy and procedure.  

922 KAR 2:160 Child Care Assistance Program   Section 2 (4) (c) 

ii. Children who are in foster care. Child care for foster children is built into foster care 
reimbursement rates and is not funded by CCDBG funds. Therefore, foster families are 
not eligible for CCAP subsidies. However, children approved through the DCC-85, P&P 
Approval for Child Care, as preventive or protective care are eligible for CCAP 
subsidies.Provide the citation for this policy and procedure. Division of Child Care Operation 

Manual, Vol VIII, MS 2000 

 Describe how the Lead Agency coordinates with licensing agencies and other relevant state, 
territorial, tribal, and local agencies to provide referrals and support to help families with 
children receiving services during a grace period comply with immunization and other health 

and safety requirements (98.41(a)(1)(i)(C)(4)). During eligibility, homeless households are 
placed in their applicable eligibility, but have a three calendar month period to return 
all verifications. 

https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/160.pdf
https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dcbs/dfs/Documents/OMVOLVIII.pdf
https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dcbs/dfs/Documents/OMVOLVIII.pdf
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 Does the Lead Agency establish grace periods for other children who are not experiencing 
homelessness or in foster care? 

ἦ No 

Ἠ Yes. Describe: Families engaged in a job search can qualify immediately for child care 
for a minimum three month period. 

3.4 Continuity for Working Families 

3.4.1 Minimum 12-month eligibility. 

The Lead Agency is required to establish a minimum 12-month eligibility and redetermination 
period: 

¶ regardless of changes in income. Lead Agencies may not terminate CCDF assistance 
during the minimum 12-month period if a family has an increase in income that exceeds 
ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ŜƭƛƎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƘǊŜǎƘƻƭŘ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ ǘƘǊŜǎƘƻƭŘ ƻŦ ур ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ 
state median income (SMI).  

¶ regardless of temporary changes in participation in work, training, or educational 
activities (658E(c)(2)(N)(i) and (ii)). 

The Lead Agency may not terminate assistance prior to the end of the minimum 12-month 
period if a family experiences a temporary job loss or a temporary change in participation in a 
training or educational activity. Any temporary change cannot have a time limit (e.g. 60 days, 90 
days, etc.). A temporary change in eligible activity includes, at a minimum:  

1. any time-limited absence from work for an employed parent due to such reasons as the 
need to care for a family member or an illness  

2. any interruption in work for a seasonal worker who is not working  

3. any student holiday or break for a parent participating in a training or educational 
program 

4. any reduction in work, training, or education hours, as long as the parent is still working 
or attending a training or educational program  

5. any other cessation of work or attendance at a training or educational program that 
does not exceed 3 months or a longer period of time established by the Lead Agency  

6. a child turning 13 years old during the minimum 12-month eligibility period (except as 
described in 3.1.1)  

7. any changes in residency within the state, territory, or tribal service area 

 5ŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜǎ related to providing a minimum 12-
month eligibility period at initial eligibility determination and redetermination and provide a 

citation for these policies or procedures.   If an application is approved for benefits, the 
certification is valid for 12 months. A family experiencing a temporary change in 
activity as outlined in 922 KAR 2:160 Child Care Assistance Program Section 4 is given 
a three month grace period.  

 Describe and provide the citation for each of the minimum required elements listed below 
ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ άǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ŎƘŀƴƎŜέΦ 
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Minimum Required Element Citation 

Ἠ i. Any time-limited absence from work for an employed 
parent due to such reasons as the need to care for a family 
member or an illness. 5ŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ƻǊ ŘŜŦƛƴŜ ȅƻǳǊ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ 

policy: A recipient on medical leave from employment 
as verified by a health professional can continue to 
receive CCAP for a period of no less than 3 months. 
Provisions are made for those with temporary 
disabilities that exceed 3 months that are verified by a 
health professional.  

922 KAR 2:160  Section 4 

Ἠ ii. Any interruption in work for a seasonal worker who is not 
working. 5ŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ƻǊ ŘŜŦƛƴŜ ȅƻǳǊ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ: 

A recipient after the loss of employment, a reduction 
in the required number of employment hours, or 
cessation of attendance at a job training or 
educational program can continue to receive CCAP for 
a period of no less than 3 months to allow for a 
resumption of work or attendance at job training or 
educational program. 

922 KAR 2:160  Section 4 

Ἠ iii. Any student holiday or break for a parent participating in a 
training or educational program. Describe or define your 

[ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ: A recipient after the cessation or 
reduction of attendance at a job training or 
educational activity can continue to receive CCAP for 
a period of no less than 3 months to allow for a  
resumption of work or attendance at job training or 
educational program. 

922 KAR 2:160  Section 4 

Ἠ iv. Any reduction in work, training, or education hours, as long 
as the parent is still working or attending a training or 
educational program. Describe or define your Lead 

!ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ: A recipient after the loss of 
employment, a reduction in the required number of 
employment hours, or cessation of attendance at a 
job training or educational program can continue to 
receive CCAP for a period of no less than 3 months to 
allow for a resumption of work or attendance at job 
training or educational program. 

922 KAR 2:160  Section 4 

Ἠ v. Any other cessation of work or attendance at a training or 
educational program that does not exceed 3 months or a 
longer period of time established by the Lead Agency. 
5ŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ƻǊ ŘŜŦƛƴŜ ȅƻǳǊ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅΥ  

A recipient after the loss of employment, a reduction 
in the required number of employment hours, or 

922 KAR 2:160  Section 4 

https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/160.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/160.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/160.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/160.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/160.pdf
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Minimum Required Element Citation 

cessation of attendance at a job training or 
educational program can continue to receive CCAP for 
a period of no less than 3 months to allow for a 
resumption of work or attendance at job training or 
educational program. 

Ἠ vi. A child turning 13 years old during the minimum 12-month 
eligibility period (except as described in 3.1.1). Describe or 

ŘŜŦƛƴŜ ȅƻǳǊ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅΥ A twelve (12) year old 
child turning (thirteen) 13 may continue to receive 
child care assistance until the end of the twelve (12) 
month eligibility period if technical and financial 
eligibility is met. 

Division of Child Care 
Operation Manual, Vol VII, 
MS 3000 

Ἠ vii. Any changes in residency within the state, territory, or 
tribal service area. 5ŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ƻǊ ŘŜŦƛƴŜ ȅƻǳǊ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ 

policy: Part of CCAP technical eligibility is that a child 
be a resident of the state of Kentucky. 

922 KAR 2:160  Section 3 
(1) A-1 

 tǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ άǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ŎƘŀƴƎŜέ, 
including those implemented during the pandemic, and provide the citation. N/A 

3.4.2 Continuing assistance for άƧob searchέ ŀƴŘ ŀ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ƻption to discontinue assistance 
during the minimum 12-month eligibility period.  

Lead Agencies have the option, but are not required, to discontinue assistance during the 
minimum 12-ƳƻƴǘƘ ŜƭƛƎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ŀ ǇŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ non-temporary loss of work or cessation 
of attendance at a job training or educational programΣ ƻǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ŀ ǇŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ ŜƭƛƎƛōƭŜ 
activity.   

LŦ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅ ŎƘƻƻǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ŀ ǇŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ  
non-temporary loss or cessation of eligible activity, it must continue assistance at least at the 
same level for a period of not fewer than 3 months after each such loss or cessation. This time 
period allows the parent to engage in a job search and to resume work or resume attendance in 
a job training or educational program. At the end of the minimum 3-month period of continued 
assistance, if the parent has engaged in a qualifying work, training, or educational program 
activity with an income below 85 percent of state median income (SMI), assistance cannot be 
terminated, and the child must continue receiving assistance until the next scheduled 
redetermination or, at the Lead Agency option, for an additional minimum 12-month eligibility 
period. 

 Does the Lead Agency consider seeking employment (engaging in a job search) an eligible 
activity at initial eligibility determination (at application) and at the minimum 12-month 
eligibility redetermination? (Note: If yes, Lead Agencies must provide a minimum of three 
months of job search.) 

ἦ  No 

https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dcbs/dfs/Documents/OMVOLVIII.pdf
https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dcbs/dfs/Documents/OMVOLVIII.pdf
https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dcbs/dfs/Documents/OMVOLVIII.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/160.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/160.pdf
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Ἠ  Yes. If yes, describe the policy or procedure (including any differences in eligibility at 
 initial eligibility determination vs. redetermination of eligibility):  

 At initial  application a client can receive CCAP eligibility by participating in a Job 
Search. This is a three (3) month minimum period of time from the date of initial 
application for the client to actively search for employment. The Job Search option can 
only be used once in a twelve (12) month period and is only offered at initial 
application. It does not apply at redetermination. 

 Does the Lead Agency discontinue assistance during the minimum 12-month eligibility period 
ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ŀ ǇŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ ƴƻƴ-temporary loss or cessation of eligible activity and offer a minimum 3-
month period to allow parents to engage in a job search and to resume participation in an 
eligible activity? 

ἦ  No, the state/territory does not discontinue assistance during the 12-month eligibility 
ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ŀ ǇŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ non-temporary loss of work or cessation of attendance at a job 
training or educational program. 

Ἠ  Yes, the Lead Agency discontinues assistance during the 12-month eligibility period due 
ǘƻ ŀ ǇŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ non-temporary loss of work or cessation of eligible activity and provides a 
minimum 3-month period of job search. If yes: 

i. Provide a summary describing the [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜǎ ŦƻǊ 

ŘƛǎŎƻƴǘƛƴǳƛƴƎ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ŀ ǇŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ ƴƻƴ-temporary change: If the client has 
a disruption of work, training, or education they are given a minimum of 3 
calendar months as a grace period. Grace periods do not extend past the 
ŎƭƛŜƴǘΩǎ ǊŜŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŘŀǘŜΦ LŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǊǳǇǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻǾŜǎ ǘƻ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅΣ ǘƘŜ 
case closes at the end of the grace period.  

ii. Describe what specific actions/changes trigger the job-search period after each such 

loss or cessation: An applicant for a child served by CCAP shall advise the 
ŎŀōƛƴŜǘ ƻǊ ƛǘΩǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŜ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛƴ ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘŜƴ όмлύ Řŀȅǎ ƻŦ 
the day the change is known. Once the change is reported and entered into 
the system, the grace period is triggered. The client then has the minimum 3 
month period to verify they are meeting CCAP eligibility requirements.  

iii. How long is the job-search period (must be at least 3 months)?  

On cases that have active eligibility, the client receives a minimum 3 month 
grace period that can be used to search for new employment. Example: 
Client loses their employment on April 10. They will have a grace period that 
extends until July 31 to verify they are meeting CCAP eligibility requirements. 

iv. Provide the citation for this policy or procedure. Division of Child Care Operation 
Manual, Vol VII, MS 3045  

 The Lead Agency may discontinue assistance prior to the next minimum 12-month 
redetermination in the following limited circumstances. Check and describe any 
circumstances in which the Lead Agency chooses to discontinue assistance prior to the next 
minimum 12-month redetermination. Check all that apply. 

ἦ  i. Not applicable 

https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dcbs/dfs/Documents/OMVOLVIII.pdf
https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dcbs/dfs/Documents/OMVOLVIII.pdf
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ἦ  ii. Excessive unexplained absences despite multiple attempts by the Lead Agency or 
designated entity to contact the family and provider, including the prior notification 
of a possible discontinuation of assistance. 

 Define the number of unexplained absences identified as excessive: 
Click or tap here to enter text. 

 Provide the citation for this policy or procedure: Click or tap here to enter text.  

Ἠ  iii.  A change in residency outside of the state, territory, or tribal service area. Provide 

the citation for this policy or procedure: 922 KAR 2:160 Child Care Assistance 
Program Section 3 (1)  

Ἠ  iv.  Substantiated fraud or intentional program violations that invalidate prior 
determinations of eligibility. Describe the violations that lead to discontinued 
assistance and provide the citation for this policy or procedure.  
KAR 922 2:020 Child Care Assistance Program Improper Payments, Claims and 
Penalties 

1) Misrepresentation of information by making a false statement either orally 
or in writing to obtain or attempt to obtain services for which they are not 
eligible. 2) Concealment of information to obtain services to which they are 
not eligible. 3) Deliberately withheld information needed to accurately 
determine eligibility. 4) Deliberate failure to report a change timely in order 
to continue to receive services to which they are not entitled. 5) Falsification 
or alteration of documents to obtain services to which they are entitled.  

3.4.3 Change reporting during the minimum 12-month eligibility period. 

The Lead Agency must describe the requirements for parents to report changes in circumstances 
during the 12-month eligibility period and describe efforts to ensure that such requirements do 
not place an undue burden on eligible families, which could impact the continuity of care for 
children and stability for families receiving CCDF services (98.21 (e)). 

Note: Responses should exclude reporting requirements for a graduated phase-out, which were 
described in question 3.2.5 b. 

Families are required to report a change to the Lead Agency at any time during the 12-month 
ŜƭƛƎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ŜȄŎŜŜŘǎ ур ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƳŜŘƛŀƴ ƛƴŎƻƳŜΣ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ 
into account irregular fluctuations in income (98.21(e)(1)). If the Lead Agency chooses the 
option to terminate assistance, as described in section 3.4.2 of the Plan, they may require 
families to report a non-temporary change in work, training or educational activities (otherwise 
ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ŀ ǇŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ ŜƭƛƎƛōƭŜ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅύΦ 

 Does the Lead Agency require families to report a non-ǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛƴ ŀ ǇŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ 
eligible activity? 

ἦ No 

Ἠ Yes 

 Any additional reporting requirements during the minimum 12-month eligibility period must 
ōŜ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƛǘŜƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ŜƭƛƎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ όŜΦƎΦΣ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ƻǾŜǊ ур ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ 
state median income (SMI)) ƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƻǊ 

https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/160.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/160.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/020.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/020.pdf
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pay the child care providers (e.g.Σ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎΣ ŀ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ 
choice of child care provider). 

Check and describe any additional reporting requirements required by the Lead Agency 
during the minimum 12-month eligibility period. Check all that apply. 

Ἠ  i. Addiǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀȅ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ eligibility during the minimum 12-

month period. Describe: 1) Change in an employer; 2) Increase or decrease in the 
number of work hours; 3) Increase or decrease in the rate of pay; 4) Increase or 
decrease in recipient members; 5) Change in self-employment activities; 6) 
Change in the scheduled hours of care is needed; 7) Beginning or ending of an 
educational activity; 8) Change in marital status; 9) Beginning or ending of 
receipt of any type of unearned income; and 10) Increase or decrease in any type 
of unearned income. If there's a change in circumstances such as an increase or 
decrease in the number of work hours a child shall be eligible to continue CCAP if 
the following requirements are met: An applicant has employment an average 
twenty (20) hours per week; An applicant and a responsible adult have 
employment an average of forty (40) hours per week combined, if the individual 
with the least employment has an average of at least five (5) hours of 
employment per week; An applicant and a responsible adult if either the 
applicant or the responsible adult has employment an average of twenty (20) 
hours per week, and the other is physically or mentally unable to provide 
adequate care or supervision as documented by a written statement from a 
health professional;  

Ἠ   ii. /ƘŀƴƎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ 5ŜǎŎǊƛōŜΥ  

1) Change in address or residence; and 2) Unreported change in phone/cell 
number. 

Ἠ  iii. Changes thŀǘ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŎŀǊŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊǎΦ 5ŜǎŎǊƛōŜΥ 

Criteria for nonpayment to provider according to 922 KAR 2:160 include: 1) 
Death of child or applicant; 2) The family or provider defaults on a payment of 
claim as outlined in 922 KAR 2:020; 3) Family no longer meets the technical or 
financial eligibility requirements; and 4) Provider denies access to child in care to 
parent of a child in care, CHFS, CHFS' designee, or a representative of an agency 
with regulatory authority. 

 Any additional reporting requirements that the Lead Agency chooses to require from parents 
during the minimum 12-month eligibility period, shall not require an additional office visit. In 
addition, the Lead Agency must offer a range of notification options to accommodate 
families. How does the Lead Agency allow families to report changes to ensure that reporting 
requirements are not burdensome and to avoid an impact on continued eligibility between 
redeterminations? Check all that apply. 

Ἠ  i. Phone 

ἦ  ii. Email 

Ἠ  iii. Online forms 

Ἠ  iv. Extended submission hours 
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Ἠ  v. Postal mail 

Ἠ  vi. Fax 

Ἠ  vii. In-person submission 

ἦ  viii. Other. Describe: Click or tap here to enter text. 

 Families must have the option to voluntarily report changes on an ongoing basis during the 
minimum 12-month eligibility period. 

Lead Agencies are required to act on information reported by the family if it will reduce the 
ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ Ŏƻ-payment or increase thŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ǎǳōǎƛŘȅΦ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǇǊƻƘƛōƛǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ 
ŀŎǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ǎǳōǎƛŘȅ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ 
ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ŜȄŎŜŜŘǎ ур ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ {aL ŀŦǘŜǊ 
considering irregular fluctuations in income or, at the option of the Lead Agency, the family 
has experienced a non-temporary change in eligible activity. 

i. Describe any other changes that the Lead Agency allows families to report.  
Click or tap here to enter text. 

ii. Provide the citation for this policy or procedure. Click or tap here to enter text. 

3.4.4 Prevent the disruption of employment, education, or job training activities. 

Lead Agencies are required to have procedures and policies in place to ensure that parents 
(especially parents receiving assistance under the TANF program) are not required to unduly 
ŘƛǎǊǳǇǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘΣ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƻǊ Ƨƻō ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ 
ƻǊ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŜƴǘƛǘȅΩǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŜƭƛƎƛōƛƭƛty for assistance 
(658E(c)(2)(N)(ii); 98.21(d)). 

Examples include developing strategies to inform families and their providers of an upcoming 
redetermination and the information that will be required of the family, pre-populating subsidy 
renewal forms, having parents confirm that the information is accurate, and/or asking only for 
the information necessary to make an eligibility redetermination. In addition, states and 
territories can offer a variety of family-friendly methods for submitting documentation for 
eligibility redetermination that considers the range of needs for families in accessing support 
(e.g., use of languages other than English, access to transportation, accommodation of parents 
working non-traditional hours). 

 Identify, where applicable, thŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ 
(especially parents receiving TANF program funds) do not have their employment, education, 
ƻǊ Ƨƻō ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǳƴŘǳƭȅ ŘƛǎǊǳǇǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜκǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅΩǎ ƻǊ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ƭƻŎŀƭ 
ŜƴǘƛǘȅΩǎ ǊŜǉuirements for the redetermination of eligibility. Check all that apply. 

Ἠ  i. Advance notice to parents of pending redetermination 

ἦ  ii. Advance notice to providers of pending redetermination 

ἦ  iii. Pre-populated subsidy renewal form 

Ἠ  iv. Online documentation submission 

Ἠ  v. Cross-program redeterminations 

Ἠ  vi. Extended office hours (evenings and/or weekends) 

Ἠ  vii. Consultation available via phone 

ἦ  viii. Other: Click or tap here to enter text. 
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4 Ensure Equal Access to Child Care for Low-Income Children 

A core purpose of CCDF is to promote parental choice and to empower working parents to make 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŎŀǊŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ōŜǎǘ ǎǳƛǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ƴŜŜŘǎΦ tŀǊŜƴǘǎ 
have the option to choose from center-based care, family child care, or care provided in the 
ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƻǿƴ ƘƻƳŜΦ Lƴ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ǇŀǊŜƴǘŀƭ ŎƘƻƛŎŜΣ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎƛŜǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ 
receiving CCDF funding have the opportunity to choose from the full range of eligible child care 
settings and must provide families with equal access to child care that is comparable to that of 
non-CCDF families. Lead Agencies must employ strategies to increase the supply and to improve 
the quality of child care services, especially in underserved areas. In addition to generally 
building the supply of child care for all families, this effort also supports equal access for CCDF 
eligible children to the priced child care market. 

This section addresses strategies that the Lead Agency uses to promote parental choice, ensure 
equal access, and increase the supply of child care. Note: In responding to questions in this 
section, the Office of Child Care (OCC) recognizes that each state/territory identifies and defines 
its own categories and types of care. The OCC does not expect states/territories to change their 
definitions to fit the CCDF-defined categories and types of care. For these questions, provide 
responses that closely match the CCDF categories of care. 

Note:  When asked for citations, responses can include state statute, regulations, administrative 
rules, policy manuals or policy issuances.  See the Introduction on page 4 for more detail. 

4.1 Maximize Parental Choice and Implement Supply Building Mechanisms 

The parent(s) of each eligible child who receive(s) or is offered financial assistance for child care 
services has the option of either receiving a child care certificate or, if available, enrolling their 
child with a provider that has a grant or contract for providing child care services (658E(c)(2)(A); 
98.30(a)). Even if a parent chooses to enroll their child with a provider who has a grant or 
contract, the parent will select the provider, to the extent practicable. If a parent chooses to use 
a certificate, the Lead Agency shall provide information to the parent on the range of provider 
options, including care by sectarian providers and relatives. Lead Agencies must require 
providers chosen by families to meet health and safety standards and has the option to require 
higher standards of quality. Lead Agencies are reminded that any policies and procedures should 
not restrict parental access to any type of care or provider (e.g. center care, home care, in-home 
care, for-profit provider, non-profit provider, or faith-based provider, etc.) (98.15 (a)(5)). 
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4.1.1 Describe the child care certificate, including when it is issued to parents (before or after the 
parent has selected a provider) and what information is included on the certificate (98.16 (q)). 
The certificate is issued after a provider is selected. To enroll a child with a provider, the DCC-94 Child 
Care Service Agreement and Certificate, must be signed and dated by the client and the provider. If the 
client chooses a new provider, the DCC-94 is again sent to the client and the provider for signatures. The 
DCC-94 includes family information, child name, date of birth, care level, notes regarding special needs or 
need for non-traditional hours for care, start and end date of enrollment, scheduled days of care, daily 
rate amount for full day or part day, amount of daily co-pay, and the rights and responsibilities of parent 
and provider. 

4.1.2 Identify how the parent is informed that the child care certificate allows the option to choose 
from a variety of child care categories, such as private, not-for-profit, faith-based providers; 
centers; FCC homes; or in-home providers (658E(c)(2)(A)(i); 658P(2); 658Q). Check all that apply. 

ἦ a. Certificate provides information about the choice of providers 

ἦ b. Certificate provides information about the quality of providers 

ἦ c. Certificate is not linked to a specific provider, so parents can choose any 
provider 

Ἠ d. Consumer education materials are provided on choosing child care 

Ἠ e. Referrals provided to child care resource and referral agencies 

ἦ f. Co-located resource and referral staff in eligibility offices 

Ἠ g. Verbal communication at the time of the application 

Ἠ h. Community outreach, workshops, or other in-person activities 

Ἠ i. Other. Describe: Information is also available through the Division of Child Care 

website.                                                                                                                               
Web Link: Division of Child Care 

4.1.3 A core principle of CCDF is that families receiving CCDF-funded child care should have equal 
access to child care that is comparable to that of non-CCDF families (658E(c)(4)(A) and 98.45(a)).  

 Describe how parents have access to the full range of providers eligible to receive CCDF:  
Click or tap here to enter text. 

 Describe state data on the extent to which eligible child care providers participate in the 
CCDF system: Click or tap here to enter text. 

 Identify any barriers to provider participation, including barriers related to payment rates 
and practices ς including for family child care and in-home providers - based on provider 
feedback and reports to the Lead Agency:  
Click or tap here to enter text. 

https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dcbs/dcc/Pages/default.aspx


 

74 | P a g e 
 

4.1.4 Certify by de ǎŎǊƛōƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŜƴǎǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǳƴƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ 
access to their children whenever their children are in the care of a provider who receives CCDF 
funds (658E(c)(2)(B); 98.16(t)). Parental rights are outlined in KRS 199.898 and include the rights of 

parents to access their children at all times that the children are in care. The parental rights are 
distributed to parents and providers when a child care certificate and agreement is issued.                
Citation: KRS 198.898 Rights for children in child-care programs  

4.1.5 The Lead Agency must allow for in-home care (i.e., care provided ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƻǿƴ ƘƻƳŜύ ōǳǘ 
may limit its use (98.16(i)(2)). Will the Lead Agency limit the use of in-home care in any way? 

ἦ No 

Ἠ Yes. If checked, what limits will the Lead Agency set on the use of in-home care? Check all 
that apply. 

ἦ a. Restricted based on the minimum number of children in the care of the 
provider to meet the Fair Labor Standards Act (minimum wage) requirements. 
Describe: Click or tap here to enter text. 

Ἠ b. Restricted based on the provider meeting a minimum age requirement. 
Describe: In accordance with 922 KAR 2:180, any person making application to 

provide care in the child's own home must show proof of photo identification or birth 
certificate that the individual is a least eighteen years of age 

ἦ c. Restricted based on the hours of care (i.e., certain number of hours, non-
traditional work hours). Describe: Click or tap here to enter text. 

ἦ d. Restricted to care by relatives. (A relative provider must be at least 18 years of 
age based on the definition of eligible child care provider (98.2)). Describe: 
Click or tap here to enter text. 

Ἠ e. Restricted to care for children with special needs or a medical condition. 
Describe: 922 KAR 2:180 Section 2 requires that in-home providers shall provide 

verification of six hours of training approved by the cabinet in the areas of: 1) Health, 
safety, and sanitation; 2) Recognition of child abuse and neglect, which may include 
cabinet-approved pediatric abusive head trauma training in accordance with KRS 
199.896(16); and 3) Developmentally appropriate child care practice. Citation: 922 KAR 
2:180 Requirements for registered child care providers 

ἦ f. Restricted to in-home providers that meet additional health and safety  

requirements beyond those required by CCDF. Describe:  
Click or tap here to enter text. 

ἦ g. Other. Describe: Click or tap here to enter text. 

4.1.6 Child care services available through grants or contracts. 

 In addition to offering certificates, does the Lead Agency provide child care services through 
ƎǊŀƴǘǎ ƻǊ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘǎ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŎŀǊŜ ǎƭƻǘǎ όсру!όōύόмύύΚ bƻǘŜΥ 5ƻ ƴƻǘ ŎƘŜŎƪ άȅŜǎέ ƛŦ ŜǾŜǊȅ 
provider is simply required to sign an agreement to be paid in the certificate program. 

Ἠ No. If no, skip to 4.1.7 

ἦ Yes, in some jurisdictions but not statewide. If yes, describe how many jurisdictions 
use grants or contracts for child care slots. Click or tap here to enter text. 

http://law.justia.com/codes/kentucky/2011/199-00/199-898/199-898.pdf
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ἦ Yes, statewide. If yes, describe: 

  
i. How the Lead Agency ensures that parents who enroll with a provider who 

has a grant or contract have choices when selecting a provider:  
Click or tap here to enter text. 

  
ii. The entities that receive contracts (e.g., shared services alliances, CCR&R 

agencies, FCC networks, community-based agencies, child care providers) 
and how grants or contracts are promoted by the Lead Agency: Click or tap 
here to enter text. 

  
iii.  How rates for contracted slots are set through grants and contracts and if 

they are viewed by providers as a vehicle for stabilizing payments.  
Click or tap here to enter text. 

 Will the Lead Agency use grants or contracts for direct child care services to increase the 
supply or quality of specific types of care? 

 Ἠ No 

 ἦ Yes. If yes, does the Lead Agency use grants or contracts to increase the supply 
and/or quality of child care programs serving the populations below? Check all that 
apply. 

  

Grants or Contracts are used in Child Care 
Programs that Serve 

To increase the 
supply of care 

To increase the 
quality of care 

i. Children with disabilities ἦ ἦ 

ii. Infants and toddlers ἦ ἦ 

iii. School-age children ἦ ἦ 

iv. Children needing non-traditional hour care ἦ ἦ 

v. Children experiencing homelessness ἦ ἦ 

vi. Children with diverse linguistic or cultural 
backgrounds 

ἦ ἦ 

vii. Children in underserved areas ἦ ἦ 

viii. Children in urban areas ἦ ἦ 

ix. Children in rural areas ἦ ἦ 

x. Other populations, please specify  
Click or tap here to enter text. 

ἦ ἦ 
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4.1.7 Lead Agencies must identify shortages in the supply of high-quality child care providers that 
ƳŜŜǘ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ. List the data sources used to identify any shortages and 
ŘŜŎƭƛƴŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǇǇƭȅ ƻŦ ŎŀǊŜ ǘȅǇŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŜŜǘ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ ƴŜŜŘǎ.  Also describe the method of 
tracking progress to support equal access and parental choice (98.16(x). 

 In child care centers. The Lead Agency continuously evaluates the child care landscape in 
the state using data collected from the Kentucky Integrated Child Care System (KICCS). 
The active provider listing for licensed child care programs is analyzed by region, county, 
and zip code. This data is used to inform provider recruitment of licensed child care 
providers. Staffs from the Lead Agency and contracted partners frequently participate in 
continuing education and technical assistance opportunities to help address child care 
deserts in the state.  

 In child care homes. . The Lead Agency continuously evaluates the child care landscape in 
the state using data collected from the Kentucky Integrated Child Care System (KICCS). 
The active provider listing for licensed child care programs is analyzed by region, county, 
and zip code. This data is used to inform provider recruitment of licensed family 
providers. Staffs from the Lead Agency and contracted partners frequently participate in 
continuing education and technical assistance opportunities to help address child care 
deserts in the state. 

 Other. Click or tap here to enter text. 

4.1.8 Lead Agencies are required to develop and implement strategies to increase the supply of and 
improve the quality of child care services (98.16 (x)).  These strategies should address children in 
underserved areas; infants and toddlers; children with disabilities, as defined by the Lead 
Agency; and children who receive care during non-traditional hours.  Identify what method(s) is 
(are) used to increase supply and/or to improve quality for the following populations and 
indicate in the description if a strategy is focused more on building supply or on improving 
quality. 

 Children in underserved areas. Check and describe all that apply. 

ἦ i. Grants and contracts (as discussed in 4.1.6). Describe:  
Click or tap here to enter text. 

Ἠ ii. Targeted Family Child Care Support such as Family Child Care Networks. 
Describe: The Lead Agency has contracted with Western Kentucky University to staff 

a Family Child Care Network statewide.  WKU may subcontract with agencies 
throughout the 8 child care regions. 

ἦ iii. Start-up funding. Describe: Click or tap here to enter text. 

Ἠ iv. Technical assistance support. Describe: The Division of Child Care, through 

contractual services provided by the Child Care Resource and Referral Network of 
Services, provides regional coaching, technical assistance, and resources to support 
prospective and current child care providers. A DCC developed and approved training 
is delivered by coaches as a requirement of licensure. This training includes 
information pertinent to the successful operation of a child care program to deliver 
quality child care.   

Ἠ v. Recruitment of providers. Describe: Designated regional staff respond to 

expressed shortages and are available to assist in targeted recruiting efforts through 
community partnerships. Child Care Aware staff are employed and supported by the 
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Human Development Institute/University of Kentucky. 

Ἠ vi. Tiered payment rates (as discussed in 4.3.3 ). Describe:  
Kentucky All STARS QRIS subsidy enrollment incentives grant monetary incentives to 
child care providers operating at high quality (All STARS levels 3-5) while serving 
families receiving subsidies. Quality incentives are higher for serving infants/toddlers. 

ἦ vii. Support for improving business practices, such as management training, paid 
sick leave, and shared services. Describe: Click or tap here to enter text. 

Ἠ viii. Accreditation supports. Describe: Licensed or certified providers who are 

accredited by a national organization will receive an additional two (2) dollars per day 
above the maximum rate of pay. 

Ἠ ix. Child care health consultation. Describe: The Child Care Health Consultation for 

Healthy Start in Child Care Program, through the Department for Public Health, 
provides training and technical assistance to child care providers.  

Ἠ x. Mental health consultation. Describe: Families and child care providers have 

access to multiple agencies and/or programs within CHFS for screening and 
assessment. These programs include First Steps Early Intervention System, the Early 
Childhood Mental Health Program, and the Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnosis 
and Treatment (EPSDT) Program. Each of these programs accepts referrals from child 
care providers and/or individuals who may have a developmental and/or cognitive 
delay. 

ἦ xi. Other. Describe:  Click or tap here to enter text. 

 Infants and toddlers. Check and describe all that apply. 

ἦ i. Grants and contracts (as discussed in 4.1.6). Describe:  
Click or tap here to enter text. 

ἦ ii. Family Child Care Networks. Describe: The Lead Agency has contracted with 

Western Kentucky University to staff a Family Child Care Network statewide.  WKU 
may subcontract with agencies throughout the 8 child care regions. 

ἦ iii. Start-up funding. Describe: Click or tap here to enter text. 

Ἠ iv. Technical assistance support. Describe: The Division of Child Care, through 

contractual services provided by the Child Care Resource and Referral Network of 
Services, provides regional coaching, technical assistance, and resources to support 
prospective and current child care providers. A DCC developed and approved training 
is delivered by coaches as a requirement of licensure. This training includes 
information pertinent to the successful operation of a child care program to deliver 
quality child care. 

Ἠ v. Recruitment of providers. Describe: Designated regional staff respond to 

expressed shortages and are available to assist in targeted recruiting efforts through 
community partnerships. Child Care Aware staff are employed and supported by the 
Human Development Institute/University of Kentucky. 

Ἠ vi. Tiered payment rates (as discussed in 4.3.3). Describe:  
Rates differ for infants and toddlers accordance with the Market Rate Survey based 
on region. Web Link: Kentucky Child Care Maximum Payment Rate Chart     Kentucky 
All STARS QRIS subsidy enrollment incentives grant monetary incentives to child care 
providers operating at high quality (All STARS levels 3-5) while serving families 
receiving subsidies. Providers receive higher rates for serving infants and toddlers. 
Web Link: Kentucky All STARS quality-based graduated early childhood rating 

https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/270.pdf
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system. 

ἦ vii. Support for improving business practices, such as management training, paid 
sick leave, and shared services. Describe: Click or tap here to enter text. 

Ἠ viii. Accreditation supports. Describe: Licensed or certified providers who are 

accredited by a national organization will receive an additional two dollars per day 
above the maximum rate of pay. 

Ἠ ix. Child care health consultation. Describe: The Child Care Health Consultation for 

Healthy Start in Child Care Program, through the Department for Public Health, 
provides training and technical assistance to child care providers.  

Ἠ x. Mental health consultation. Describe: Families and child care providers have 

access to multiple agencies and/or programs within CHFS for screening and 
assessment. These programs include First Steps Early Intervention System, the Early 
Childhood Mental Health Program, and the Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnosis 
and Treatment (EPSDT) Program. Each of these programs accepts referrals from child 
care providers and/or individuals who may have a developmental and/or cognitive 
delay. 

ἦ xi. Other. Describe: Click or tap here to enter text. 

 Children with disabilities. Check and describe all that apply. 

ἦ i. Grants and contracts (as discussed in 4.1.6). Describe:  
Click or tap here to enter text. 

ἦ ii. Family Child Care Networks. Describe: The Lead Agency has contracted with 

Western Kentucky University to staff a Family Child Care Network statewide.  WKU 
may subcontract with agencies throughout the 8 child care regions. 

ἦ iii. Start-up funding. Describe: Click or tap here to enter text. 

Ἠ iv. Technical assistance support. Describe: Designated regional staff respond to 

expressed shortages and are available to assist in targeted recruiting efforts through 
community partnerships. Child Care Aware staff are employed and supported by the 
Human Development Institute/University of Kentucky. Because HDI is a University 
Center for Excellence in Developmental Disabilities, staff have access to support 
providers working with children with disabilities and work to ensure access to quality 
care for this population. 

Ἠ v. Recruitment of providers. Describe: : Designated regional staff respond to 

expressed shortages of child care centers serving children with disabilities and are 
available to assist in targeted recruiting efforts through community partnerships. 
Child Care Aware staff are employed and supported by the Human Development 
Institute/University of Kentucky. 

Ἠ vi. Tiered payment rates (as discussed in 4.3.3). Describe:  
Licensed, certified, or registered child care providers may receive an additional one 
dollar per day to serve a child with special needs 

ἦ vii. Support for improving business practices, such as management training, paid 
sick leave, and shared services. Describe: Click or tap here to enter text. 

Ἠ viii. Accreditation supports. Describe: Licensed or certified providers who are 

accredited by a national organization will receive an additional two dollars per day 
above the maximum rate of pay. 

https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/270.pdf
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Ἠ ix. Child care health consultation. Describe: The Child Care Health Consultation for 

Healthy Start in Child Care Program, through the Department for Public Health, 
provides training and technical assistance to child care providers. 

Ἠ x. Mental health consultation. Describe: Families and child care providers have 

access to multiple agencies and/or programs within CHFS for screening and 
assessment. These programs include First Steps Early Intervention System, the Early 
Childhood Mental Health Program, and the Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnosis 
and Treatment (EPSDT) Program. Each of these programs accepts referrals from child 
care providers and/or individuals who may have a developmental and/or cognitive 
delay. 

ἦ xi. Other. Describe: The Lead Agency, through contractual services provided by the 

Child Care Resource and Referral Network, provides regional coaching, technical 
assistance, and resources to support prospective and current child care providers. 
Coaches deliver CHFS-approved training as a requirement of licensure. This training 
includes information pertinent to the successful operation of a child care program to 
deliver quality child care including, but not limited to, fiscal management, human 
resource management, risk management, public relations and communications.  

 Children who receive care during non-traditional hours. Check and describe all that apply. 

ἦ i. Grants and contracts (as discussed in 4.1.6). Describe:  
Click or tap here to enter text. 

ἦ ii. Family Child Care Networks. Describe: The Lead Agency has contracted with 

Western Kentucky University to staff a Family Child Care Network statewide.  WKU 
may subcontract with agencies throughout the 8 child care regions. 

ἦ iii. Start-up funding. Describe: Click or tap here to enter text. 

Ἠ iv. Technical assistance support. Describe: Licensed child-care centers and certified 

family child-care homes providing non-traditional care (i.e. non-traditional hours of 
evening and nights) receive technical assistance regarding Health, safety and quality 
child care. 

Ἠ v. Recruitment of providers. Describe: Designated regional staff respond to 

expressed shortages in non-traditional childcare and are available to assist in targeted 
recruiting efforts through community partnerships. Child Care Aware staff are 
employed and supported by the Human Development Institute/University of 
Kentucky. Designated regional staff respond to expressed shortages in non-traditional 
child care and are available to assist in targeted recruiting efforts through community 
partnerships. Child Care Aware staff are employed and supported by the Human 
Development Institute/University of Kentucky.    

Ἠ vi. Tiered payment rates (as discussed in 4.3.3). Describe:  
Licensed or certified providers may also receive an additional one dollar per day to 
provide child care during non-traditional hours. 

ἦ vii. Support for improving business practices for providers, such as management 
training, and shared services. Describe: Click or tap here to enter text. 

Ἠ viii. Accreditation supports. Describe: Licensed or certified providers who are 

accredited by a national organization will receive an additional two dollars per day 
above the maximum rate of pay. 

Ἠ ix. Child Care health consultation. Describe: The Child Care Health Consultation for 

Healthy Start in Child Care Program, through the Department for Public Health, 
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provides training and technical assistance to child care providers. 

Ἠ x. Mental health consultation. Describe: Families and child care providers have 

access to multiple agencies and/or programs within CHFS for screening and 
assessment. These programs include First Steps Early Intervention System, the Early 
Childhood Mental Health Program, and the Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnosis 
and Treatment (EPSDT) Program. Each of these programs accepts referrals from child 
care providers and/or individuals who may have a developmental and/or cognitive 
delay. 

ἦ xi. Other. Describe: Click or tap here to enter text. 

 Other. Check and describe all that apply. 

ἦ i. Grants and contracts (as discussed in 4.1.6).  
Describe: Click or tap here to enter text. 

ἦ ii. Family Child Care Networks. Describe: Click or tap here to enter text. 

ἦ iii. Start-up funding. Describe: Click or tap here to enter text. 

ἦ iv. Technical assistance support. Describe: Click or tap here to enter text. 

ἦ v. Recruitment of providers. Describe: Click or tap here to enter text. 

ἦ vi. Tiered payment rates (as discussed in 4.3.3). Describe:  
Click or tap here to enter text. 

ἦ vii. Support for improving business practices, such as management training, paid 
sick leave, and shared services. Describe: Click or tap here to enter text. 

ἦ viii. Accreditation supports. Describe: Click or tap here to enter text. 

ἦ ix. Child Care health consultation. Describe: Click or tap here to enter text. 

ἦ x. Mental health consultation. Describe: Click or tap here to enter text. 

ἦ xi. Other. Describe: Click or tap here to enter text. 

4.1.9 Lead Agencies must prioritize investments for increasing access to high-quality child care and 
development services for children of families in areas that have significant concentrations of 
poverty and unemployment and do not currently have sufficient numbers of such programs  
(658 E(c)(2)(M); 98.16 (x);98.46(b)). 

 How does the Lead Agency define areas with significant concentrations of poverty and 
unemployment? The Lead Agency refers to current census data and Kentucky unemployment rates 

reported by Bureau of Labor Statistics to compare with regional populations to determine the areas 
with greatest concentration of poverty and unemployment. 

 Describe how the Lead Agency prioritizes increasing access to high-quality child care and 
development services for children of families in areas that have significant concentrations of 
poverty and unemployment and that do not have access to high-quality programs. 
The Lead Agency focuses on targeted recruitment and retention of high quality programs in areas of 
high poverty and with high unemployment rates. This includes regional focus on outreach to local 
government and small business to enhance knowledge of quality child care and benefit of this service 
to help retain a stable workforce. 
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4.2 Assess Market Rates and Analyze the Cost of Child Care  

Key principles of the CCDF are to:  (1) provide equal access to child care for children receiving 
child care assistance; and (2) ensure parental choice by offering a full range of child care 
services.  Payment rates that are too low to support equal access undermine these principles.  
To establish subsidy payment rates that ensure equal access, Lead Agencies collect and analyze 
data through a number of tools. Lead Agencies have the option to conduct a statistically valid 
and reliable (1) market rate survey (MRS) reflecting variations in the price to parents of child 
care services by geographic area, type of provider, and age of child or (2) an ACF  
pre-approved alternative methodology, such as a cost estimation model (658E(c)(4)(B)). A cost 
estimation model estimates the cost of care by incorporating both data and assumptions to 
judge what expected costs would be incurred by child care providers and parents under 
different scenarios. Another approach would be a cost study that collects cost data at the facility 
or program level to measure the costs (or inputs used) to deliver child care services (CCDF-ACF-
PI-2018-01).   

Regardless of whether Lead Agencies conduct a market rate survey or an alternative 
methodology, they are required to analyze the cost of providing child services, known as the 
narrow cost analysis, that meet basic health, safety, quality and staffing requirements (base 
level care) (98.45(b)(3), (f)(1)(ii)(A), and (f)(2)(ii)), and higher-quality care at each level of quality, 
as defined by the Lead Agency (98.45(b)(4), (f)(1)(ii)(B), and (f)(2)(iii)). The analysis must identify 
the gaps between the cost of care and subsidy levels adopted by the state and then be 
considered as part of the rate setting process. 

Note: Any Lead Agency considering using an alternative methodology, instead of a market rate 
survey, is required to submit a description of its proposed approach to its ACF Regional Child 
Care Program Office for pre-approval in advance of the Plan submittal (see 
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/occ/resource/ccdf-acf-pi-2016-08) . Advance approval is not required 
if the Lead Agency plans to implement both a market rate survey and an alternative 
methodology. In its request for ACF pre-approval, a Lead Agency must: 

¶ tǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀƴ ƻǾŜǊǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ όŜΦƎΦΣ Ŏƻǎǘ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘƛƻn model, 
cost study/survey, etc.), including a description of data sources.  

¶ Describe what information the Lead Agency will obtain from an alternative methodology 
that could not be obtained from the required narrow cost analysis. 

¶ Describe how the Lead Agency will consult with the State Early Childhood Advisory Council 
or similar coordinating body, local child care program administrators, local child care 
resource and referral agencies, organizations representing child care caregivers, teachers 
and directors, and other appropriate entities prior to conducting the identified alternative 
methodology.  

¶ Describe how the alternative methodology will use methods that are statistically valid and 
reliable and will yield accurate results. For example, if using a survey, describe how the Lead 
Agency will ensure a representative sample and promote an adequate response rate. If 
using a cost estimation model, describe how the Lead Agency will validate the assumptions 
in the model.  

¶ If the proposed alternative methodology includes an analysis of costs (e.g., cost estimation 
model or cost study/survey), describe how the alternative methodology will account for key 
factors that impact the cost of providing care, such as: staff salaries and benefits, training 

https://www.acf.hhs.gov/occ/resource/ccdf-acf-pi-2016-08
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and professional development, curricula and supplies, group size and ratios, enrollment 
levels, licensing requirements, quality level, facility size, and other factors.  

¶ Describe how the alternative methodology will provide complete information that captures 
the universe of providers in the child care market.  

¶ Describe how the alternative methodology will reflect variations by provider type, age of 
children, geographic location, and quality.  

¶ Describe how the alternative methodology will use current data.  

¶ What metrics the Lead Agency will use to set rates based on the alternative methodology. 

¶ Describe the estimated reporting burden and cost to conduct the approach.  
 

A Market Rate Survey (MRS) or an ACF pre-approved alternative methodology must be 
developed and conducted no earlier than 2 years before the date of submission of the Plan 
(658E(c)(4)(B)(i) (98.45 (c)). Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Lead Agencies may request a waiver 
for up to one additional year (until July 1, 2022) to complete the required MRS or an ACF pre-
approved alternative methodology. Lead Agencies may also request the required Narrow Cost 
Analysis be waived for one year (until July 1, 2022). These waiver requests must include a 
justification linked to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

4.2.1 Completion of the MRS or ACF pre-approved alternative methodology. 

Did the state/territory conduct a statistically valid and reliable MRS or ACF pre-approved 
alternative methodology? 

Ἠ 

 
Yes. If yes, please identify the methodology(ies) used below to assess child care 
prices and/or costs. 

 Ἠ a. MRS. When was your data gathered (provide a date range, for instance, 
September ς December, 2019)? December 2020 ς January 2021 

   ἦ b. ACF pre-approved alternative methodology. Identify the date of the ACF 
approval and describe the methodology: Click or tap here to enter text. 

ἦ No, a waiver is being requested in Appendix A.  

 a. tƭŜŀǎŜ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘ ƳŜǘƘƻŘƻƭƻƎȅόies) to assess child care 
prices and/or costs.  

 ἦ i. aw{Φ LŦ ŎƘŜŎƪŜŘΣ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
the MRS. Click or tap here to enter text. 

 ἦ ii. ACF pre-approved alternative methodology. If checked, describe the status 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !/C ǇǊŜ-approved alternative 
methodology, including if applicable, the date of the ACF approval and a 
description of the methodology: Click or tap here to enter text. 

 
b. 

If a waiver is requested, Lead Agencies will need to respond to questions 4.2.2- 
4.5.2 based on data collected for the FY 2019-2021 CCDF Plan or any data 
collected since thenΦ  LŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎƛŜǎΩ Ƴƻǎǘ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ 
complete Market Rate Survey or ACF pre-approved alternative methodology 
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that will provide data to inform responses to questions 4.2.2ς4.5.2.  Click or tap 
here to enter text. 

4.2.2 Prior to developing and conducting the MRS, or conducting the ACF pre-approved alternative 
methodology, the Lead Agency is required to consult with (1) the State Advisory Council or 
similar coordinating body, local child care program administrators, local child care resource and 
referral agencies, and other appropriate entities, and (2) organizations representing caregivers, 
teachers, and directors (98.45 (e)). Local child care program administrators may also be good 
informants to Lead Agencies on narrow cost analyses.  

Describe how the Lead Agency consulted with the: 

 State Advisory Council or similar coordinating body: The Market Rate Survey is developed 

in collaboration with the Division of Child Care, University of Kentucky Human 

Development Institute, and Child Care Aware of Kentucky. The Child Care Advisory 

Council was consulted regarding the development and launch of the Market Rate 

Survey.   

 Local child care program administrators: Per KRS 199.892, child care providers are 

consulted through membership on the CCAC. 

 Local child care resource and referral agencies: CCAC membership is available to Child 

Care Resource and Referral Agencies across Kentucky. Meetings are also open to the 

public for attendance.  

 Organizations representing caregivers, teachers, and directors: Quarterly meetings are held 

by the lead agency with various advocacy groups representing child care providers to 

discuss child care issues, including the development of the Market Rate Survey.  

 Other. Describe: Click or tap here to enter text. 

4.2.3 ACF has established a set of benchmarks, largely based on research, to identify the components 
of a valid and reliable market rate survey (81 FR, p. 67509).   To be considered valid and reliable 
a Market Rate Survey or preapproved alternative methodology meets the following: 

o represents the child care market  
o provides complete and current data  
o uses rigorous data collection procedures  
o reflects geographic variations  
o analyzes data in a manner that captures other relevant differences  

An MRS can use administrative data, such as child care resource and referral data, if it is 
representative of the market.  

 Describe how each of the benchmarks are met in either the MRS or ACF pre-approved 
alternative methodology.  

i. Represent the child care market: A Market Rate Survey was conducted by Child Care Aware of 

Kentucky, the contracted statewide CCR&R network housed at the Human Development Institute 
of the University of Kentucky.  The entire population of child care providers was invited to 
participate in the Market Rate Survey.  The survey asked for full-time and part-time rates for 
children by age (infant, toddler, preschool, and school age).  Individualized email invitations were 
sent to each provider email on record with one automated reminder.  Additional reminders to 
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participate in the survey were shared by DCC ListServ messages, on social media, in stakeholder 
meetings, and by Child Care Aware of Kentucky Early Care and Education Coaches.  A random 
drawing for one of eight Visa gift cards was offered for any provider who completed the survey. 

ii. Provide complete and current data: The overall statewide response rate to the Market Rate 

Survey across provider types was 50.15%.  Below is a table with response rates by provider type.     

   

iii. Use rigorous data collection procedures: Data were collected from each of the eight regions 

across the state and represent a majority of providers across the state.  The online data collection 
software (Qualtrics) allowed for collection by special invitation for the majority of responses.  For 
those providers who could not find the original email invitations, an alternative online survey was 
made available.  This survey required them to share their license number and facility name in order 
to connect it to the list of licensed child care centers of certified child care homes who had been 
open for any period of time during the 2020 calendar year.    

iv. Reflect geographic variations: This survey was representative of all regions of the state, and 

both urban and rural providers.    

v. Analyze data in a manner that captures other relevant differences: Rates were examined by 

geographic area, type of provider, age of child.  In addition data were analyzed by CCAP acceptance 
and quality rating.   

 Given the impact of COVID-19 on the child care market, do you think that the data you 
gathered (as indicated in 4.2.1) on the prices or costs of child care adequately reflect the 
child care market as you submit this plan? 

ἦNo 

ἨYes. If yes, why do you think the data represents the child care market?   The response rate 

was more than 50% and it covers all regions of the state.   
 
 

4.2.4 Describe how the market rate survey or ACF pre-approved alternative methodology reflects 
variations in the price or cost of child care services by: 

 Geographic area (e.g., statewide or local markets). Describe: This survey analysis includes a 

rate breakdown by geographic region (East, Central, West), by Child Care Aware region (8 areas that 
cover all 120 counties), urban/rural.    

 Type of provider. Describe: This survey includes Type I and Type II Child Care Centers and Certified 

Family Child Care Homes.   

 Age of child. Describe: Rates include infants, toddlers, preschool, and school age children.   

 Describe any other key variations examined by the market rate survey or ACF pre-approved 
alternative methodology, such as quality level. Rates are also examined by quality level and 
CCAP acceptance.  . 

Provider Type Responses Population Response Rate

Type I 884 1797 49.19%

Type II 33 39 84.62%

Certified 112 216 51.85%

Total 1029 2052 50.15%
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4.2.5 Has the Narrow Cost Analysis been completed for the FY 2022 ς 2024 CCDF Plan? 

ἦ No, a waiver is being requested in Appendix A. If no, describe the status of the Lead 
!ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ǳǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƴŀǊǊƻǿ Ŏƻǎǘ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎΦ  Click or tap here to enter text. 

Ἠ 

 

Yes, the narrow cost analysis information is included in the report as described in 4.2.6. 
If yes, describe how the State/Territory analyzed the cost of child care through a narrow 
cost analysis for the FY 2022 ς 2024 CCDF Plan, including: 

  a. The methodology the Lead Agency used to conduct, obtain, and analyze data on 
the estimated cost of care (narrow cost analysis), including any relevant variation 
by geographic location, category of provider, or age of child (98.45 (f)(ii)).  
The Market Rate Survey estimates cost of care based on rates set by providers broken 
down by geographic location, provider type, and age of child.   

  b. Iƻǿ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǘƘƻŘƻƭƻƎȅ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻǎǘ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŎŀǊŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊǎΩ 
implementation of health, safety, quality and staffing requirements (i.e. 
applicable licensing and regulatory requirements, health and safety standards, 
training and professional development standards, and appropriate child to staff 
ratio, groups size limits, and caregiver qualification requirements (98.45 
(f)(ii)(A)). All licensed and certified providers are meeting minimum regulatory 

compliance and rates are broken down to reflect this by geographic location, provider 
type, and age of child.   

  c. How the methodology addresses the cost of higher-quality care, as defined by 
the Lead Agency using a quality rating and improvement system or other system 
of quality indicators, at each level of quality (98.45 (f)(ii)(B)).  
Rates of high quality (3 ς 5 STARS in our QRIS system) are compared to those facilities 
who are only meeting regulatory compliance.  This is broken down by geographic 
location, provider type, and age of child.   

  d. The gap bŜǘǿŜŜƴ Ŏƻǎǘǎ ƛƴŎǳǊǊŜŘ ōȅ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŎŀǊŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ 
payment rates based on findings from the narrow cost analysis.  
The rates are calculated as the 75th percentile so that the subsidy amount can take this 
into account.   
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4.2.6 After conducting the market rate survey or ACF pre-approved alternative methodology, the Lead 
Agency must prepare a detailed report containing the results of the MRS or ACF pre-approved 
alternative methodology. The detailed report must also include the Narrow Cost Analysis, as 
described in 4.2.5, which estimates the cost of care (including any relevant variation by 
geographic location, category of provider, or age of child) necessary to support (1) child care 
ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊǎΩ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀƭǘƘΣ ǎŀŦŜǘȅΣ ǉǳŀƭƛty, and staffing requirements, and  
(2) higher quality care, as defined by the Lead Agency using a quality rating and improvement 
system or other system of quality indicators, at each level of quality. For states without a QRIS 
or for a state with a QRIS system that is currently limited to only certain providers, those states 
may use other quality indicators (e.g. provider status related to accreditation, PreK standards, 
Head Start performance standards, school-age quality standards, or state defined quality 
measures.) 

The Lead Agency must make the report with these results widely available no later than 30 days 
after completion of the report, including posting the results on the Lead Agency website. The 
Lead Agency must describe in the detailed report how the Lead Agency took into consideration 
the views and comments of the public or stakeholders. 

Describe how the Lead Agency made the results of the market rate survey or ACF pre-approved 
alternative methodology report widely available to the public (98.45(f)(1)) by responding to the 
questions below. 

 Date the report containing results was made widely availableτno later than 30 days after 
the completion of the report. Click or tap here to enter text. 

 Describe how the Lead Agency made the detailed report containing results widely available 
and provide the link where the report is posted. y 

 Describe how the Lead Agency considered stakeholder views and comments in the detailed 
report. Click or tap here to enter text.   

4.3 Establish Adequate Payment Rates 

The Lead Agency must set CCDF subsidy payment rates, in accordance with the results of the 
current MRS or ACF pre-approved alternative methodology, as identified in 4.2.1, at a level to 
ensure equal access for eligible families to child care services that are comparable with those 
provided to families not receiving CCDF assistance. Lead Agencies must also consider the costs 
of base and higher quality care at each level as part of its rate setting. The Lead Agency must re-
evaluate its payment rates at least every 3 years. 

4.3.1 Provide the base payment rates and percentiles (based on the most recent MRS as identified in 
4.2.1) for the following categories below. Lead Agencies are required to provide a summary of 
data and facts in their Plan to demonstrate how its payment rates ensure equal access.  The 
preamble to the final rule (81 FR, p. 67512), indicates that a benchmark for adequate payment 
rates is the 75th percentile of the most recent MRS.  The 75th percentile is the number separating 
the lowest 75 percent of rates from the highest 25 percent.  Setting rates at the 75th percentile, 
while not a requirement,  would ensure that eligible children have access to three out of four 
child care slots. 

The 75th percentile benchmark applies to the base rates.  Base rates are the lowest, foundational 
rates before any differentials are added (e.g., for higher quality or other purposes).  Further, 

https://uky.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_eqWcdGdBxEcOxz7
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base rates must be sufficient to ensure that minimum health and safety and staffing 
requirements are covered.   

Percentiles are not required if the Lead Agency conducted an ACF pre-approved alternative 
methodology, but must be reported if the Lead Agency conducted a MRS. For states that 
conduct an ACF pre-approved alternative methodology, report the base payment rates based on 
a full-time weekly rate. 

The ages and types of care listed below are meant to provide a snapshot of the categories on 
which rates can be based and are not intended to be comprehensive of all categories that might 
exist or to reflect the terms used by the Lead Agency for particular ages. If rates are not 
statewide, please use the most populous geographic region (defined as the area serving highest 
number of CCDF children) to report base payment rates below.  

 Fill in the table below based on either the statewide rates or the most populous area of the 
state (area serving highest number of children accessing CCDF). To facilitate compiling state 
by state payment rates, provide the full-time weekly base payment rates in the table below.  
If weekly payment rates are not published, then the Lead Agency will need to calculate its 
equivalent.   

Age of child in what 
type of licensed 

child care setting. 
(All rates are full-

time) 

Base 
payment 

rate 
(including 

unit) 

Full-time 
weekly 
base 

payment 
rate 

If the Lead Agency 
conducted an MRS, 

what is the 
percentile of the 

base payment rate? 

If the Lead Agency used 
an alternative 

methodology what 
percent of the estimated 
cost of care is the base 

rate? 

Infant  
(6 months) 
Center care 

    

Toddler  
(18 months)  
Center care 

    

Preschooler  
(4 years)  
Center care 

    

School-age child (6 
years) 

 Center care 

(Based on full-day, 
full-year rates that 
would be paid 
during the summer.) 

    

Infant  
(6 months)  

Family Child Care 

    

Toddler  
(18 months)  
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Age of child in what 
type of licensed 

child care setting. 
(All rates are full-

time) 

Base 
payment 

rate 
(including 

unit) 

Full-time 
weekly 
base 

payment 
rate 

If the Lead Agency 
conducted an MRS, 

what is the 
percentile of the 

base payment rate? 

If the Lead Agency used 
an alternative 

methodology what 
percent of the estimated 
cost of care is the base 

rate? 

 Family Child Care 

Preschooler  
(4 years)  

Family Child Care 

    

School-age child (6 
years) 

 Family Child Care 

(Based on full-day, 
full-year rates that 
would be paid 
during the summer.) 

    

 If the Lead Agency does not publish weekly rates then how were these rates calculated (e.g., 
were daily rates multiplied by 5 or monthly rates divided by 4.3)?  Click or tap here to enter 
text. 

 Describe how the Lead Agency defines and calculates part-time and full-time care.  
Full-day means child care is provided for five or more hours per day. Part day means child 
care is provided five or less hours per day. 

 Provide the date these current payment rates became effective (i.e., date of last update 
based on most recent MRS as reported in 4.2.1). Payment rates were last modified in October 

2017.  The Lead Agency has requested and received approval to change the administrative regulation 
pertaining to payment rate based on legislation passed in the 2021 regular session.  The new payment 
rates will go into effect July 1, 2021. 

 If applicable, identify the most populous area of the state (area serving highest number of 
children accessing CCDF) used to complete the responses above. Jefferson County 

 Provide the citation, or link, if available, to the payment rates  Click or tap here to enter text. 
 If the payment rates are not set by the Lead Agency for the entire state/territory, describe 

how many jurisdictions set their own payment rates (98.16(i)(3)).  
N/A 
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4.3.2 Describe how and on what factors the Lead Agency differentiates payment rates. Check all that 
apply. 

Ἠ a. Geographic area. Describe: The Lead Agency sets differential rates based on urban 
and rural designation asset by the state and consideration of regional differences 
reported in the Market Rate Study. 

Ἠ b. Type of provider. Describe: The Lead agency sets provider rates based on provider 
type of License Child Care Center Type I, Licensed Child Care Homes Type II, 
Certified Child Care Home Provider. 

Ἠ c. Age of child. Describe: The Lead Agency sets differential rates for the following age 
groups. Infant - Child, who is less than one year old Toddler - Child, who has 
reached the first birthday up to, but not including, the third birthday. Preschool 
child - Child, who has reached the third birthday up to, but not including, the sixth 
birthday. School-age child - Child, who has reached the sixth birthday. 

Ἠ d. Quality level. Describe: The Lead Agency sets differential rates for higher quality 
centers in form of monthly quality incentive payments based on number of 
children receiving CCDF payments. 

ἦ e. Other. Describe: Click or tap here to enter text. 

4.3.3 Lead Agencies can choose to establish tiered rates, differential rates, or add-ons on top of their 
base rates as a way to increase payment rates for targeted needs (i.e., a higher rate for special 
needs children as both an incentive for providers to serve children with special needs and as a 
way to cover the higher costs to the provider to provide care for special needs children). Lead 
Agencies may pay providers more than their private pay rates as an incentive or to cover costs 
for higher quality care (81 FR, p. 67514). 

Has the Lead Agency chosen to implement tiered reimbursement or differential rates? 

ἦ No 

Ἠ Yes, If yes, identify below any tiered or differential rates, and at a minimum, indicate the 
process and basis used for determining the tiered rates, including if the rates were 
based on the MRS or an ACF pre-approved alternative methodology. Check and describe 
all that apply. 

ἦ a. Tiered or differential rates are not implemented. Click or tap here to enter text. 

Ἠ b. Differential rate for non-traditional hours. Describe:  Licensed or certified providers 

may also receive an additional one (1) dollar per day to provide child care during non-
traditional hours.   

Ἠ c. Differential rate for children with special needs, as defined by the state/territory. 
Describe:  Licensed, certified, or registered child care providers may receive an additional 

one (1)dollar per day to serve a child with special needs    

Ἠ d. Differential rate for infants and toddlers. Note: Do not check if the Lead Agency 
has a different base rate for infants/toddlers with no separate bonus or add-on. 
Describe:  Rates differ for infants and toddlers accordance with the Market Rate Survey 

based on region. If a provider is enrolled in the Kentucky All STARS tiered quality rating 
and improvement system at a level 3 or higher and serves CCAP-eligible children, the  
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4.3.4 Establishment of adequate payment rates. 

 Describe how base payment rates are adequate and enable providers to meet health, safety, 
quality, and staffing requirements under CCDF, and how they were established based on the 
most recent MRS or ACF pre-approved alternative methodology and the Narrow Cost 
Analysis, as reported in 4.2.1 and 4.2.5.. In determining compliance with the Act for the equal 
access provisions in the FY2019-2021 CCDF Plan, the OCC reviewed all the states with 
payment rates below the 75th percentile benchmark. Of those states, the half with the 
lowest payment rates were considered non-compliant and placed on a corrective action plan 
(CAP). These states all had rates below the 25th percentile for either some or all categories of 
care. The 25th percentile is not to be viewed as a benchmark or a long-term solution to 
gauge equal access.  It is also not to be viewed as sufficient for compliance in future plan 
cycles. OCC expects to continue to take action against states with the lowest rates in future 
plan cycles in an effort to keep payment rates moving upward toward ensuring equal access. 
Note: Per the preamble (81 FR p. 67512), in instances where an MRS or ACF pre-approved 
alternative methodology indicates that prices or costs have increased, Lead Agencies must 
raise their rates as a result. Click or tap here to enter text. 

 Describe the process used for setting rates, including how the Lead Agency factors in the cost 
of care, including any increased costs and provider fees because of COVID-19, and how such 
costs may be modified after the pandemic subsides.  
Click or tap here to enter text. 

provider will be awarded a subsidy enrollment award. This award pays higher rates for 
providers serving infants and toddlers. 

ἦ e. Differential rate for school-age programs. Note: Do not check if the Lead Agency 
has a different base rate for school-age children with no separate bonus or add-
on. Describe: Click or tap here to enter text. 

Ἠ f. Differential rate for higher quality, as defined by the state/territory. Describe:  
Through the Kentucky All STARS tiered quality rating and improvement system, providers 
serving CCAP children while operating at high quality (Levels 3-5) receive a subsidy 
enrollment award. The subsidy enrollment award awards pay higher awards for providers 
serving infants and toddlers.                                                                                             
Citation: Kentucky All STARS quality-based graduated early childhood rating 
system.  

Ἠ g. Other differential rates or tiered rates. Describe:  Licensed or certified providers who 

are accredited by a national organization will receive an additional two (2) dollars per day 
above the maximum rate of pay   

https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/270.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/270.pdf
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4.3.5 Describe how the Lead Agency took the cost of higher quality, as determined in 4.2.5, into 
account, including how payment rates for higher-quality care, as defined by the Lead Agency 
using a QRIS or other system of quality indicators, relate to the estimated cost of care at each 
level of quality. Note: For states without a QRIS, the states may use other quality indicators (e.g. 
provider status related to accreditation, PreK standards, Head Start performance standards, or 
state-defined quality measures). The Market Rate Study indicates the Kentucky ALL STARS program, 

Type I providers at the highest levels charge higher prices for full-time care statewide. The highest prices 
for Type II and Certified homes vary by age group. Overall, the cost of care is highest in the Central region 
for Level 4-5 programs. Determined by provider type, region, daily rates, and the current quality rating 
standards and trend analysis of the prior 4 Star Quality Rating System were all considered in setting 
monetary incentives for reaching and maintain quality at each of the 5-tiered rating levels. The Lead 
Agency recognizes the cost of delivering higher quality through the integration of monetary incentives for 
programs operating at high quality while serving CCAP Children. Through the Kentucky All STARS tiered 
quality rating and improvement system, providers serving CCAP children while operating at high quality 
(Levels 3-5) receive additional monetary incentives. This incentive is paid annually upon verification of 
quality standards and is calculated based on an average number of CCAP children served per month. 
Licensed or certified providers who are accredited by a national organization will receive an additional 
two (2) dollars per day above the maximum rate of pay. Citation: All STARS Monetary Incentives  

4.3.6 Identify and describe any additional facts that the Lead Agency considered in determining its 
payment rates ensure equal access. If applicable, provide a description of how any additional 
health and safety costs, because of the COVID-19 pandemic are included in rate setting.  
Current rates are based on the 2017 MRS. The 2017 Market rate survey was made available in March 
2018 and was used to determine new reimbursement rates which will be filed through emergency 
regulation in December 2018. 

4.4 Implement Generally Accepted Payment Practices and Ensure Timeliness of 
Payments 

Lead Agencies are required to demonstrate that they have established payment practices 
applicable to all CCDF child care providers that include ensuring the timeliness of payments by 
either (1) paying prospectively prior to the delivery of services or (2) paying within no more than 
21 calendar days of the receipt of a complete invoice for services. To the extent practicable, the 
Lead Agency must also support the fixed costs of providing child care services by delinking 
ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊ ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴŀƭ ŀōǎŜƴŎŜǎ ōȅ όмύ ǇŀȅƛƴƎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ 
enrollment rather than attendance, (2) providing full payment if a child attends at least 85 
percent of the authorized time, (3) providing full payment if a child is absent for 5 or fewer days 
in a month, or (4) using an alternative approach for which the Lead Agency provides a 
justification in its Plan (658E(c)(2)(S)(ii); 98.45(l)(2)). 

Lead Agencies are required to use CCDF payment practices that reflect generally accepted 
payment practices of child care providers who serve children who do not receive CCDF-funded 
assistance. Unless a Lead Agency is able to demonstrate that the following policies are not 
generally accepted in its particular state, territory, or service area or among particular 
categories or types of providers, Lead Agencies must (1) pay providers based on established 
part-time or full-time rates rather than paying for hours of service or smaller increments of time 
and (2) pay for reasonable, mandatory registration fees that the provider charges to private- 
paying parents (658E(c)(2)(S); 98.45(l)(3)). Responses may also identify any additional health and 
safety fees providers are charging as a result of COVID-19. 
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In addition, there are certain other generally accepted payment practices that are required. 
Lead Agencies are required to ensure that child care providers receive payment for any services 
in accordance with a payment agreement or an authorization for services, ensure that child care 
ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊǎ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǇǊƻƳǇǘ ƴƻǘƛŎŜ ƻŦ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ǘƻ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ŜƭƛƎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ 
payment, and establish timely appeal and resolution processes for any payment inaccuracies 
and disputes (98.45(l)(4) through (6); 658E(c)(2)(S)(ii); 98.45(l)(4); 98.45(l)(5); 98.45(l)(6)). 

 

4.4.1 Certify by identifying and describing the payment practices below that the Lead Agency has 
implemented for all CCDF child care providers. 

 Ensure the timeliness of payments by either (Lead Agency to implement at least one of the 
following): 

ἦ i.  Paying prospectively prior to the delivery of services. Describe the policy or procedure. 
N/A 

Ἠ ii. Paying within no more than 21 calendar days of the receipt of a complete invoice for 
services. Describe the policy or procedure. The Lead Agency policy is to issue payment 

within ten (10) days of receipt of completed invoice for prior month services. 

 To the extent practicable, support the fixed costs of providing child care services by delinking 
provider payments from ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴŀƭ ŀōǎŜƴŎŜǎ ōȅΥ bƻǘŜΥ ¢ƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ 
at least one of the following: 

ἦ ƛΦ tŀȅƛƴƎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŜƴǊƻƭƭƳŜƴǘ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŀƴŎŜΦ 5ŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ƻǊ        
procedure. N/A 

Ἠ ii. Providing full payment if a child attends at least 85 percent of the authorized time. 
Describe the policy or procedure. Licensed and certified providers may receive payment for 

up to five absences per month. Payments for more than five excused absences per child per 
month may be approved if the absence meets the following criteria for an extraordinary absence. 
An extraordinary absence is defined as: a) a death in the family; b) illness of the child or 
applicant; or c) a disaster verified by utility, local, state or federal government. 

ἦ iii. Providing full payment if a child is absent for five or fewer days in a month. Describe 
the policy or procedure. N/A 

ἦ iv. Use an alternative approach for which the Lead Agency provides a justification in its 
Plan. If chosen, please desŎǊƛōŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ƻǊ ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ 
justification for this approach. N/A 

 ¢ƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘ 
care providers who serve children who do not receive CCDF subsidies. These payment 
practices must include the following two practices unless the Lead Agency provides evidence 
that such practices are not generally accepted in its state (658E(c)(2)(S); 98.45(l)(3)). 

i. Paying on a part-time or full-time basis (rather than paying for hours of service or smaller 
increments of time). Describe the policy or procedure and include a definition of the time 
increments (e.g., part time, full-time). Payment rates are based on a full day, which is defined 

as care five or more hours per day, or part day defined as less than five hours of care per day. 

ii. Paying for reasonable mandatory registration fees that the provider charges to private-
paying parents. Describe the policy or procedure. Enrollment fees are paid to Licensed Type I 

and Type II and Certified Family Child-Care Homes who charge enrollment fees to the public for 
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recipients receiving Kentucky Transitional Assistance Program (K-TAP) or having a referral under 
child protection and prevention. 

 The Lead Agency ensures that providers are paid in accordance with a written payment 
agreement or an authorization for services that includes, at a minimum, information 
regarding provider payment policies, including rates, schedules, any fees charged to 
providers, including fees related to COVID 19, and the dispute-resolution process.  
Describe: : Family and provider both sign a service agreement for child care services detailing the 

daily payment rate, copay payment amount, and child schedule. It also includes appeal process. 

 The [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ǇǊƻƳǇǘ ƴƻǘƛŎŜ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊǎ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ŀƴȅ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ 
eligibility status that could impact payments, and such a notice is sent no later than the day 
that the Lead Agency becomes aware that such a change will occur. Describe:  Changes that 

reduce benefits, such as removing a child from the assistance case or income change resulting in an 
increase or decrease in co-pay and/or provider subsidy rate, require ten days advanced notice prior to 
case action being processed.  

 The Lead Agency has a timely appeal and resolution process for payment inaccuracies and 
disputes. Describe: An administrative hearing is a formal process by which an applicant, recipient, or 

provider may appeal an action or inaction taken by the agency with which they do not agree. A client 
or provider must appeal a claim within 30 days of the date the claim was established. 

 Other. Describe: N/A 
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4.4.2 Do payment practices vary across regions, counties, and/or geographic areas? 

Ἠ No, the practices do not vary across areas. 

ἦ Yes, the practices vary across areas. Describe: Click or tap here to enter text.  

4.4.3 5ŜǎŎǊƛōŜ Ƙƻǿ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎƛŜǎΩ ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ƛƴ subsection 4.4 support equal 
access to a full range of providers. The Lead Agency considers provider fees based on results of Market 

Rate survey and take into consideration regional differences; type of care provided; and rates of programs 
that do and do not accept CCDF funding. There is a range of child care provider types supporting parental 
choice such as-Licensed Type I, Licensed Type II, Certified and Family Friend and Neighbor. There are 
various payment options such as on-line billing and paper billing. Providers can submit CCAP billing the 
first day of the month. 90 % of providers who submit payment through the online billing portal are issued 
payment within the 1st two weeks of the month. Payments are issued monthly and daily. Providers also 
have access to receive their CCDF payments via direct deposit, whereas payments are issued within the 
first 4 days of the month. 

4.5 Establish Affordable Co-Payments 

Family co-payments are addressed in Section 3 related to minimum 12-month eligibility and the 
graduated phase-out provision and also in this subsection, because they are an important 
element for determining equal access. If a Lead Agency allows providers to charge amounts 
more than the required family co-payments, the Lead Agency must provide a rationale for this 
practice, including how charging such additional amounts will not negatively impŀŎǘ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ 
ability to receive care they might otherwise receive, ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ Ŏƻ-
ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊΩǎ ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘ ǊŀǘŜΦ 

4.5.1 How will the Lead Agency ensure that the family contribution/co-payment, based on a sliding-
fee scale, is affordable and is not a barrier to families receiving CCDF services (98.16 (k))? Check 
all that apply. 

Ἠ a. Limit the maximum co-payment per family. Describe: The maximum co-pay is based upon 

family size and income limits. 

Ἠ b. Limit the combined amount of co-payment for all children to a percentage of  family 
income. List the percentage of the co-payment limit and describe.   
The maximum co-pay is based upon family size and income limits. 

Ἠ c. Minimize the abrupt termination of assistance before a family can afford the full  
 cost of care όάǘƘŜ cliff ŜŦŦŜŎǘέύ as part of the graduated phase-out of assistance   
 discussed in 3.2.5. Describe:  At initial application, families must not exceed 160% of the 

federal poverty limit. Upon renewal, the family must not exceed 200%. Families can retain 
eligibility, as long as they do not exceed 85% of the state median income. 

Ἠ d. Other. Describe: : Sliding scale fees are determined based on results of Market Rate Survey, 

considering regional differences; differences based on age of children served; and, income of 
family. 

4.5.2 Does the Lead Agency choose the option to allow providers to charge families additional 
amounts above the required co-payment in ƛƴǎǘŀƴŎŜǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊΩǎ ǇǊƛŎŜ ŜȄŎŜŜŘǎ ǘƘŜ 
subsidy payment (98.45(b)(5))? 

ἦ No 

Ἠ Yes. If yes: 
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i. tǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ǘƻ ŀƭƭƻǿ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŎƘŀǊƎŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ 
additional amounts above the required co-payment, including a demonstration of how the 
policy promotes affordability and access for families. The provider understands and agrees 

that the cabinet shall reimburse the lesser amount of: (a) the customary and usual rate that is 
charged to the public, less the family co-pay, or (b) the state maximum payment rate, less the 
family co-pay. Providers may NOT charge families receiving CCAP benefits more than the rate 
charged to parents whose children do not receive CCAP benefits. The Lead Agency allows providers 
to charge an overage in order to increase the number of providers who participate in the CCAP 
program. This increases access and availability for families seeking subsidized child care 

ii. Provide data (including data on the size and frequency of such amounts) on the extent to 
which CCDF providers charge additional amounts to families.  
N/A 
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iii. 5ŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ŀƴŀlysis of the interaction between the additional amounts 
charged to families with the required family co-payment and the ability of current subsidy 
payment rates to provide access to care without additional fees.  
The Lead Agency uses current MRS data to identify the gaps between the private pay rates and the 
subsidy rates. We have identified the need to increase rates in some areas. The fiscal impact 
analysis has been conducted and the state will be making regulatory changes to address these 
concerns. 
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5 Establish Standards and Monitoring Processes to Ensure the Health and Safety 
of Child Care Settings 

Lead Agencies are required to certify that there are in effect licensing requirements applicable 
to all child care services in the state/territory, which supports the health and safety of all 
children in child care. States and territories may allow licensing exemptions. Lead Agencies must 
describe how such licensing exemptions do not endanger the health, safety, and development 
of CCDF children in license-exempt care (98.16 (u)).  

Lead Agencies also must certify that there are in effect health and safety standards and training 
requirements applicable to providers serving CCDF children whether they are licensed or 
license- exempt. These health and safety requirements must be appropriate to the provider 
setting and age of the children served, must include specific topics and training on those topics, 
and are subject to monitoring and enforcement procedures.  

The organization of this section begins with a description of the licensing system for all child 
care providers in a state or territory and then moves to focus specifically on CCDF providers who 
may be licensed, or those exempt from licensing. The next section addresses child-staff ratios, 
group size limits, and required qualifications for caregivers, teachers, and directors (98.16(m)) 
serving CCDF children. The section then covers the health and safety requirements; standards, 
training, and monitoring and enforcement procedures to ensure that CCDF child care providers 
comply with licensing and health and safety requirements (98.16(n)). Finally, Lead Agencies are 
asked to describe any exemptions for relative providers (98.16(l)). In some cases, CCDF health 
and safety requirements may be integrated within the licensing system for licensed providers 
and may be separate for CCDF providers who are license-exempt. In either case, Lead Agencies 
are expected to identify and describe health and safety requirements for all providers receiving 
CCDF. 

Note: When responding to questions in this section, the OCC recognizes that each 
state/territory identifies and defines its own categories of care. The OCC does not expect 
states/territories to change their definitions to fit the CCDF-defined categories of care. For these 
questions, provide responses that closely match the CCDF categories of care.  

Criminal background check requirements are included in this section (98.16(o)). It is important 
to note that these requirements apply to all child care staff members who are licensed, 
regulated, or registered under state/territory law and all other providers eligible to deliver CCDF 
services.  

Note:  When asked for citations, responses can include state statute, regulations, administrative 
rules, policy manuals or policy issuances.  See the Introduction on page 4 for more detail. 
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5.1 Licensing Requirements 

Each state/territory must certify it has in effect licensing requirements applicable to all child 
care services provided within the state/territory (not restricted to providers receiving CCDF 
funds) and provide a detailed description of these requirements and how the requirements are 
effectively enforced (658E(c)(2)(F)). If any types of providers are exempt from licensing 
requirements, the state/territory must describe those exemptions and describe how these 
exemptions do not endanger the health, safety, or development of children. The descriptions 
must also include any exemptions based on provider category, type, or setting; length of day; 
and providers not subject to licensing because the number of children served falls below a Lead 
Agency-defined threshold and any other exemption to licensing requirements (658E(c)(2)(F); 
98.16(u); 98.40(a)(2)(iv)). 

5.1.1 To certify, describe the licensing requirements applicable to child care services provided within 
the state/territory by identifying the providers in your state/territory that are subject to 
licensing using the CCDF categories listed below. Check, identify, and describe all that apply, and 
provide a citation to the licensing rule.  

Ἠ  a. Center-based child care.  

i. Identify the providers subject to licensing: Licensed Type I child care centers provide 
care for 4 or more children in a non-residential setting or 13 or more children in a 
designated space separate from the primary residence of the licensee.  Exemptions 
from licensing requirements are outlined in 922 KAR 2:090 

ii. Describe the licensing requirements: KRS 199.896 ς License Requirement (Add link) 

iii. Provide the citation: KRS 199.896 ς License Requirements                                                            
922 KAR 2:020 ς Child Care Assistance Program (CCAP) Improper Payments, Claims 
and   Penalties                                                                                                                            
922 KAR 2:090 ς Child Care Center Licensure                                                                      
922 KAR 2:120 ς Child Care Facility Health and Safety Standards                                               
922 KAR 2:120 ς Child Care Facility Health and Safety Standards*                                                
922 KAR 2:160 ς Child Care Assistance Program 922 KAR 2:190 ς Civil Penalties                        
922 KAR 2:170 ς Kentucky All STARS Quality-based Graduated Early Childhood Rating 
System for Licensed Child Care Centers and Certified Family Child Care Homes            
922 KAR 2:280 ς Background Checks for Child Care Staff Members, Reporting 
Requirements and Appeals ( Add Links) 

Ἠ  b. Family child care. Describe and provide the citation:   

i. Identify the providers subject to licensing: A Type II child care provider delivers care in 
the residence of the licensee in which child care is regularly provided for seven (7), but 
no more than twelve (12), children including children related to the licensee.  
Exemptions from licensing requirements are outlined in 922 KAR 2:090 Section 3. 
 ! /ŜǊǘƛŦƛŜŘ CŀƳƛƭȅ /ƘƛƭŘ /ŀǊŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊ ǎƘŀƭƭ ŀǇǇƭȅ ŦƻǊ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊΩǎ 
home if the provider is caring for four (4) to six (6) children unrelated to the provider.  
A family child-care provider caring for three (3) or fewer children may apply for 
ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊΩǎ ƘƻƳŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŎǊŜǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊΦ  

ii. Describe the licensing requirements: KRS 199.896 ς License Requirement (Add link) 

iii. Provide the citation: Type II child care providers are regulated by the following:  
 KRS 199.896 ς License Requirements                                                                              

https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=50015
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/020.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/090.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/120.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/120reg.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/160.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/190.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/270.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/280.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=50015
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922 KAR 2:020 ς Child Care Assistance Program (CCAP) improper payments, claims 
and penalties                                                                                                                     
922 KAR 2:090 ς Child Care Center Licensure                                                                              
922 KAR 2:120 ς Child Care Facility Health and Safety Standards                                                 
922 KAR 2:120 ς Child Care Facility Health and Safety Standards*                                           
922 KAR 2:160 ς Child Care Assistance Program                                                         
922 KAR 2:180 ς Requirements for Registered Child Care Providers in the Child Care 
Assistance Program                                                                                                                 
922 KAR 2:190 ς Civil Penalties                                                                                         
922 KAR 2:270 ς Kentucky All STARS Quality-based Graduated Early Childhood Rating 
System for Licensed Child Care Centers and Certified Family Child Care Homes                                 
922 KAR 2:280 ς Background Checks for Child Care Staff Members, Reporting 
Requirements and Appeals                                                                                                             
Certified providers are regulated by the following:                                                                      
KRS 199.896 ς License Requirements                                                                                                         
922 KAR 2:020 ς Child Care Assistance Program (CCAP) improper payments, claims 
and penalties                                                                                                                  
922 KAR 2:100 ς Certification of Family Child Care Homes                                                                  
922 KAR 2:120 ς Child Care Facility Health and Safety Standards                                                        
922 KAR 2:120 ς Child Care Facility Health and Safety Standards*                                                   
922 KAR 2:260 ς Child Care Service Appeals                                                                              
922 KAR 2:270 ς Kentucky All STARS Quality-based Graduated Early Childhood Rating 
System for Licensed Child Care Centers and Certified Family Child Care Homes  922 
KAR 2:280 ς Background Checks for Child Care Staff Members, Reporting 
Requirements and Appeals (Add Links) 

Ἠ  c. In-ƘƻƳŜ ŎŀǊŜ όŎŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƻǿƴύ όƛŦ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀōƭŜύΥ 

i. Identify the providers subject to licensing: A registered child care provider is not 
subject to licensure or certification by the state or federal government but must meet 
all requirements of the Child Care Assistance Program (CCAP) as outlined in 922 KAR 
2:180. Registered providers must meet the minimum health, safety and training 
requirements and not live within the same household as the child.   During hours of 
operation, a registered child care provider shall not care for more than:  Three (3) 
children receiving CCAP per day; Six (6) children receiving CCAP per day, if those 
children are:  A part of a sibling group; and Related to the provider; or A total of (8) 
children inclusive of the providers own children.    

i. Describe the licensing requirements:   Citation: 922 KAR 2:180 ς Requirements for 
Registered Child Care Providers in the Child Care Assistance Program.   

ii. Provide the citation: 922 KAR 2:020 ς Child Care Assistance Program (CCAP) improper 
payments, claims and penalties  
922 KAR 2:120 ς Child Care Facility Health and Safety Standards                                    
922 KAR 2:120 ς Child Care Facility Health and Safety Standards*                                                
922 KAR 2:160 ς Child Care Assistance Program                                                                  
922 KAR 2:180 ς Requirements for Registered Child Care Providers in the Child Care 
Assistance Program                                                                                                                      
922 KAR 2:280 ς Background Checks for Child Care Staff Members, Reporting 
Requirements and Appeals   

https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/020.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/090.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/120.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/120reg.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/160.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/180.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/190.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/270.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/280.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=50015
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/020.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/020.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/120.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/120reg.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/260.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/270.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/TITLE922.HTM
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/TITLE922.HTM
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/180.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/020.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/120.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/120reg.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/160.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/180.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/280.pdf
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5.1.2 Identify the CCDF-eligible providers who are exempt from licensing requirements. Describe 
exemptions based on length of day, threshold on the number of children in care, ages of 
children in care, or any other factors applicable to the exemption. Describe how such 
exemptions do not endanger the health, safety, and development of children (658E (c)(2)(F); 
98.40(a)(2)). Do not include exempt relative care providers, this information will be collected in 
Section 5.6.  

a. License-exempt center-based child care. Describe and provide the citation by answering the 
questions below. 

i. Identify the CCDF-eligible center-based child care providers who are exempt from 
licensing requirements.  Describe the exemptions based on length of day, threshold 
on the number of children in care, ages of children in care, or any other factors 
applicable to the exemption:   Kentucky Administrative Regulation, 922 KAR 2:090, 
provides limited exemptions from child care licensing.  Programs who are exempt 
from child care licensing and regulations are typically regulated by another agency, 
such as the Kentucky Department of Education.  These exemptions do not endanger 
the health, safety and welfare of the children, because in the majority of cases, the 
programs require background checks and have infectious disease requirements for 
participation.  In Kentucky, per statutorily established exemption in KRS 199:896, 
programs that operate for less than 20 hours per week, in which children attend less 
than 10 hours, shall be exempt from child care licensing requirements.    
922 KAR 2:090, Section 3, outlines the exempt child care settings:   
The following child-care settings shall be exempt from licensure requirements of this 
administrative regulation, 922 KAR 2:120, and 922 KAR 2:280: 
(1) Summer camps permitted by the cabinet as youth camps that serve school-age 
children;  (2) Kindergarten through grade 12 in private schools while school is in 
session;  
(3) All programs and preschools regulated by the Kentucky Department of Education 
governed by KRS Chapter 157  
(4) Summer programs operated by a religious organization that a child attends no 
longer than two weeks;  
(5) Child care provided while parents are on the premises, other than the 
employment and education site of parents;  
(6) Child care programs operated by the armed services located on an armed forces 
base;   
(7) Child care provided y educational programs that include parental involvement 
with the care of the child and the development of parenting skills;   
(8) Facilities operated by a religious organization while religious services are being 
conducted;  
(9) A program providing instructional and educational programs that:   
(a) Operates for a maximum of twenty (20) hours per week; and  
(b) A child attends for no more than 10 (10) hours per week;   
(10) A child-care center that meets requirements of KRS 199.896(19) or (20); and  
(11) An after-school program, which is:  
(a) A continuation of the school day during the academic year;   
(b) Operated and staffed by an accredited private or public school under the purview 
of the Kentucky Department of Education; and   
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(c) Not participating in the Child Care Assistance Program in accordance with 922 KAR 
2:160    

ii. Provide the citation to this policy:  Citation: 922 KAR 2:090 Child-care center 
licensure 
Citation: KRS 199.896 License requirement (Add links) 

iii. Describe how the exemptions for these CCDF-eligible providers do not endanger the 
health, safety, and development of children. DCBS ensures exemptions do not 
endanger the health, safety and welfare of children. 

b.  License-exempt family child care. Describe and provide the citation by answering the 
questions below. 

i. Identify the CCDF-eligible family child care providers who are exempt from licensing 
requirements.  Describe the exemptions based on length of day, threshold on the 
number of children in care, ages of children in care, or any other factors applicable to 
the exemption:   A registered child care provider is not subject to licensure or 
certification by the state or federal government but must meet all requirements of 
the Child Care Assistance Program (CCAP) as outlined in 922 KAR 2:180.  Registered 
providers must meet the minimum health, safety and training requirements and not 
live within the same household as the child. 

ii. Provide the citation to this policy:  Citation: 922 KAR 2:020 ς Child Care Assistance 
Program (CCAP) improper payments, claims and penalties.   
Citation: 922 KAR 2:160 ς Child Care Assistance Program.  
Citation: 922 KAR 2:180 ς Requirements for Registered Child Care Providers in the 
Child Care Assistance Program.   
Citation: 922 KAR 2:280 ς Background checks for child care staff members, reporting 
requirements, and appeals. 

iii. Describe how the exemptions for these CCDF-eligible providers do not endanger the 
health, safety, and development of children. Registered providers must meet all 
requirements of the Child Care Assistance Program ς 922 KAR 2:180 

c.   In-ƘƻƳŜ ŎŀǊŜ όŎŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƻǿƴ ƘƻƳŜ by a non-relative):   Describe and provide the 
citation by answering the questions below. 

i. Identify the CCDF-eligible in-home child ŎŀǊŜ όŎŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƻǿƴ ƘƻƳŜ by a non-
relative) providers who are exempt from licensing requirements.  Describe the 
exemptions based on length of day, threshold on the number of children in care, 
ages of children in care, or any other factors applicable to the exemption. A 
registered child care provider is not subject to licensure or certification by the state 
or federal government but must meet all requirements of the Child Care Assistance 
Program (CCAP) as outlined in 922 KAR 2:180.  
Registered providers must meet the minimum health, safety and training 
requirements and not live within the same household as the child.    
During hours of operation, a registered child care provider shall not care for more 
than:   
Three (3) children receiving CCAP per day;   
Six (6) children receiving CCAP per day, if those children are:   

https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/090.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=50015
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/090.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/160.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/180.pdf











































































































































































































