OMB Control Number09700114
Expiration Date:02/29/2024

THE PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT OF 1995 (PcdB)L. 104

The purpose of this information collectiontiee application for CCOEnds and provides
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information is estimated to average 200 hours per response, including the time for

reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing the

form. This is a mandatory collection of information (Pub. L¢188), and 42 U.S.C 9858.

An ggency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to, a
collection of information subject to the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act of
1995, unless it displays a currently valid OMB control number. The OMB # 90840

and the expiration date i92/29/2024. Ifyou have any comments on this collection of
information, please contact ACF Office of Child Care.
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Child Care and Development Fund (CCDF) Plan

for
State/Territory Kentucky

FFY 2022 24

This Plan describes the Child Care and Development Fund program to be administered by the
state orterritory for the period from 10/1/2021 to 9/30/2024, as provided for in the applicable
statutes and regulations. The Lead Agency has the flexibility tofynitis program at any time,
including amending the options selected or described.

For purposes of simplicity and clarity, the specific provisions of applicable laws printed herein

are sometimes paraphrases of, or excerpts and incomplete quotations franiull text. The

Lead Agency acknowledges its responsibility to adhere to the applicable laws regardless of these
modifications.

l|Page



Table of Contents

Introduction and How to Approach Plan DevelopmenL.............veiiiiiieiiiieie e 4
1 Define Leadership and Coordination with Relevant Systems and Funding Sources............ 6
R O O B o =T To (] £ 1 o PP RP PP 6
1.2 CCDF Policy DeCISION AUNOLILY. .....ccoiiitiiiiieee it e e s e e e e e annes 7
1.3 Consultation in the Development of the CCDF Rlan...........cccccoooviiiiiiiiiie e 11
1.4 Coordination with Partners to Expand Accessibility and Continuity ef. Car................... 15
1.5 Optional Use of Combined Funds, CCDF Matching, and Mainteo&&dfrt Funds......... 21
1.6 PublicPrivate PartnerShips..........cooiiiiiiiieeeieiiieet e 24
1.7 Coordination with Child Care Resource and Referral Systems...........cccoccvveeveeinnnee. 25
1.8 Disaster Preparedness and Response Plan............ccoooiiiiiiiiiniiecce e 27
2 Promote Family Engagement Through Outreach &whsumer Education................ccc......... 31
2.1 Outreach to Families with Limited English Proficiency and Persons with Disabilities..31
2.2 Parental COmMPIANt PrOCESS........uuuiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiieeeirerereeeeeeeaeeaeaaaaaaaieaaaeeaesassaassaassasnnnns 32
2.3 Consumer EAUCAtiON WEDSITE. .........ciiuiiiiee ittt ee e e e e nnnes 34
2.4 Additional Consumer and Provider EQUCALION........ccceeviiiiiiiiineeeniiiiiiieein e nniiineeeeeeennn 42
2.5 Procedures for Providing Information on Developmental Screenings...........ccvevveeeeee.. 45
2.6 Consumer Statement for Parents Receiving CCDF FUNds.........ccccvvvvvveviiiiiiiiiinnennen. a7
3 Provide Stable Child Care Financial Assistance to Families...............ccovvvvieiiiiiiiiiiniiniinnnn. 48
3.1 Eligible Children and Famili@S..........cooiviiiiiiiiiiiiie e 48
3.2 Family Contribution t0 PAyYMENLS.......uuiiiiiiiiiiiiiieieeeeiee e Y4
3.3 Increasing Access for Vulnerable Children and Families...............cccoe e 61
3.4 Continuity for Working Famili@S.........ccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 65
4 Ensure Equal Access to Child Care for dlo@ome Children..............ccceeoeiiiiiiiiciiiiiiieeieeeen A 2
4.1 Maximize Parental Choice and Implement Supply Building Mechanisms.................... 12
4.2 Assess Market Rates and Analylze Cost of Child Care...........cceeeeeeiiiiiiiiiieeeiiniiieeeee, 81
4.3 Establish Adequate Payment RAIES...........cooiiiiiiiiiiee e 86
4.4 Implement Generally Accepted Payment Practices and Ensure Timeliness of Paymedis
4.5 Establish Affordable CBAYMENTS.........c.ooiiiiiiieei e 94
5 Establish Standards and Monitoring Processes to Ensure the H&aBafety of Chd Care
T =] 1] T PP P PP P PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPN 97
5.1 LicensiNg REQUIFEMENLIS. .....ccviiiiiiiiiiiiee e e e e e e e e e e e aaaaaas 98
5.2 Standards for Ratios, Group Size and Qualifications for CCDF Providers.................. 102
5.3 Health and Safety Standards and Training for CCDF @m®vid................ooooeiiiiiiiinnnes 106
5.4 Monitoring and Enforcement Policies and Practices for CCDF Pravidels.................. 126
5.5 Comprehensive Background CheCKS........cocoooiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeee e 136
5.6 Exemptions for Relative ProVIAErS.............uuuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieieteee et 149
6 Recruit and Retain a Qualified and Effective Child Care Workfarce..........ccccooeevvviiicennnnnn. 151
6.1 Professional Development FramewWarK............ccccuuuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeieeeee e 151
6.2 Training and Professional Development Requirements............cccocooiiiniiiiininninnnne. 153

6.3 Supporting Traininé Professioal Development of the Child Care Workforce with CCDF

2|Page



QUAIILY FUNAS....coeiiiiiieee e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e aeaas 156

6.4 Early Learning and Developmental Guidelings.................ooooieeee i 164
7 Support Continuous Quality IMProOVEMENL...........ciiiiiiiiiiiiee e 166
7.1 Quality Activities Needs Assessment for Child Care ServiCesS......oovvvevrieiieeeieeeneeenn.. 168
7.2 Use Of QUAIILY FUNAS .....ccoiiiiiiiieie et e e e e 168

7.3 Quality Ratingk Improvement System (QRIS) or Another System of Quality Improveivént
7.4 ImprovingSupply and Quality of Child Care Progr&&ervices for Infant& Toddlers....174

7.5 Child Care Resource and Referral............ocuviiiiiiiiiiiiiieee e 180
7.6 Facilitating Compliance with State Standards...........cccccooiiiiiiiieiiniieee e 181
7.7 Evaluating and Assessing the Quality and Effectiveness of Child Care P& @amises182
7.8 ACCIreditation SPIPOIT ... ...uueiiiee it e e e s s e e e s e e e e e e e s e e e e e e 182
7.9 Program SANUAITS. .......cooiuiriiieeee i e e e e e e e s e e e e e e e snrn e eeeeeeaannes 184
7.100ther Quality IMprovemMent ACHVITIES...........uiiieiiiiiiiiiee e e 186
8 Ensure Grantee Program Integrity and Accountability..............cccoeiiiiiieii 186
8.1 Internal Controls and Accountability Measures to Help EnBuogram Integrity.............. 187

Appendix A: MRS, Alternative Methodology and Narrow Cost Analysis Waiver Request Far202

3| Page



Introduction and How to Approach Plan Development

The Child Care and Development Fund (CCDF) program provides resources to state, territory,
and tribal grantees that enable leimcome parents to work or pursue education and training so
that they can better support their families while at the same timerpating the learning and
development of their children. The CCDF program also provides funding to enhance the quality
of child care for all children.

TheCCDMPIlan is how states and territories apply for CCDF fun@Bs8E (a)andis the primary
mechanisnthat the Administration for Children and Families (ACF) uses to determine state and
territory compliance with the requirements of the law and r($8.16) ACF acknowledges that

in the FY 2022 2024 Plan, states and territories may still be operatingarrapproved waivers
related to the COVH29 pandemic and where appropriate plan responses should reflect the
approved waiversThe CCDF Plaallowsstates and territories to descrild@eir implementation

of the CCDF prograand itis organized intdhe following sections:

1. Define CCDF Leadership and Coordinatitth Relevant Systemand Funding Sources
2 Promote Family Engagement Through Outreach and Consumer Education

3 Provide Stable Child Care Financial Assistance to Families

4. Ensure Equal AccetssChild Care for LoamcomeChildren
5

Establish Standards and Monitoring Procededsnsure the Health and Safety of Child
Care Settings

6. Recruit and Retain a Qualified and Effective Child Care Workforce
7. Support Continuous Quality Improvement
8. Ensure Grante®rogram Integrity and Accountability

These organizational categories reflect kmalsof an integrated system of child care for low
income working families. Although the Plan is divided into sections for reporting and
accountability purposg, ACF encourages Lead Agencies to approach the Plan in-audtivgg
integrated manner. The intention is that grantees and the federal government will be able to
use this information to track and assess progress, determine the need for technicadmssist
(TA), and determine compliance with specific requirements.

Citations

ACF recognizes that Lead Agencies use different mechanisms to establish policies, such as state
statute, regulations, administrative rules, or policy manuals or policy issuaitesn asked to

provide a citation in the CCDF Plan, Lead Agencies should list the citation(s) for the policy that
clearly identifies and establishes the requirement and that allows the Lead Agency to enforce

the requirement. Lead Agencies may list multipteirces as needed to cover all types of

providers receiving CCDF (e.qg., policies for licensed providers may be established in licensing
regulations and policies for licensexempt providers may be in subsidy ruleR)ese citations

are intended to providelocumentation to support the requested information but not replace
requested responses alescriptions.Complete answers must include citations, responses, and
descriptions.
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CCDF Plan Submission

States and territories will submit their Plans electrorichirough the ACE18 electronic
submission site. The AQES site will include all language and questions included in the final
CCDF Plan Preprint template approved by the Office of Management and Budget. Please note
that the format of the questions orne ACFL18 site could be modified from the Word version

of the document to ensure compliance with Section 508 policies regarding accessibility to
electronic and information technology for individuals with disabilities.
(Seenttp://www.section508.gov/for more information.)

In responding to questions, states and territories are asked to provide brief, specific summaries
and/or bullet points only with specific language that responds to the question. Do not blesta

or copy and paste charts, add attachments, or paste manuals into the Plan. All information and
materials developed to support CCDF implementation and information reported in the CCDF
Plan are subject to review by ACF as part of ongoing oversight aniioming efforts.
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1 Define Leadership and Coordination with Relevant SystechBunding
Sources

1.1

111

1.1.2

This section identifies the leadership for the CCDF program in each Lead Agency and the entities
and individuals who will participate in the implementationtloé program. It also identifies the
stakeholders that were consulted to develop the Plan and who the Lead Agency collaborates
with to implement serviceRespondents are asked to identify how match and maintenavfee
effort (MOE) funds aresed Lead Ageties explain their coordination with child care resource
and referral (CCR&R) systems aedcribe their efforton their disaster preparedness and
response plang support continuity of operations in response to emergencies.

CCDF Leadership

The Governoof a state or territory must designate an agency (which may be an appropriate
collaborative agency) or establish a joint interagency office to represent the state or territory as
the Lead Agency. The Lead Agency agrees to administer the program in aceondn

applicable federal laws and regulations and the provisions of this Plan, including the assurances
and certifications appended hereto (658D; 658E(& () 98.16 (g) Note: An amendment to

the CCDF State Plan is required if the Lead Agency chaniéise Lead Agency official

changes.

Which Lead Agency is designated to administer the CCDF program?

Identify the Lead Agency or joint interagency office designated by the state or territory. ACF will
send official grant correspondence, such as grardras, grant adjustments, Plan approvals,
and disallowance notifications, to the designated contact identified here (658D(B)8.16(a)

a. Lead Agency or Joint Interagency Office Information:

Name of Lead Agencgabinet for Health and Family Services @HPepartment for Community
Based Services (DCBS)/Division of Child Care (DCC)

Street Address275 East Main Street, 3W

City:Frankfort
State:Kentucky
ZIP Codet0621

Web Address for Lead Agen@gepartment for Community Based Servie€abinet for
Health and Family Services (ky.gov)

b. Lead Agency or Joint Interagency Official Contact Information:
Lead Agency Official First Namirta
Lead Agency Official Last Namgranda-Straub

Title:DCBS Commissioner

Phone Number502-564-3834

Email Addressnarta.mirandastraub@ky.gov

Who is the CCDF Administrator?
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1.2

121

Identify the CCDEdministrator designated by the Lead Agency, the-daglay contact, or the
LISNE2Y 6AUGK NBalLRyaArAoAfAGe F2NI FRYAYAAGSNAyYy3
send programmatic communications, such as program announcements, program instructions

and data collection instructions, to the designated contact identified here. If there is more than

one designated contact with equal or shared responsibility for administering the CCDF program,
please identify the GAdministrator or the person with admistrative responsibilities and

include his or her contact information.

a. CCDF Administrator Contact Information:
CCDF Adinistrator First NameSarah
CCDF Administrator Last Narmenover
Title of the CCDF Administrat@irector, Division of dld Care

Phone Number502-564-2524ext. 3762

Email Addressarah.vanover@ky.gov

b. CCDF GAdministrator Contact Information (if applicable):
CCDF GAdministrator First Name:esa
CCDF CGAdministrator Last Name2ennis
Title of the CCDF GAdministrator:DCBS Deputy Commissioner

Phone Number502-564-3703 ext. 3838

Email Addressesa.dennis@ky.gov

Description of theRoleof the CeAdministrator:Support the Division of Child Care Director and
Lead Agency withegulatory oversight

CCDF Policy Decision Authority

The Lead Agency has broad authority to administer (i.e., establish rules) and operate

(i.e., implement activities) the CCDF program through other governmentaigoegrnmental,

or public or privatdocal agencies as long ¢ Lead Agencsetains overall responsibility for

the administration of the program (658D (&ihd 98.16 (d)(3) Administrative and

implementation responsibilities undertaken by agencies other than the Lead Agency must be
governedby written agreements that specify thrautual roles and responsibilities of the Lead
Agency and other agencies in meeting the program requirements.

Which of the following CCDF program rules and policies are administered (i.e., set or
established) at thetate or territory level or local level? Identify whether CCDF program rules
and policies are established by the state or territory (even if operated locally) or whether the
CCDF policies or rules are established by local entities, such as counties oreedokiards
(98.16€)(1)). Check one

‘H a All program rules and policies are set or established at the state or territory level.
If checked, skip to question 1.2.2.

3 b. Some or all program rules and policies are set or established byelatiizs or
agencieslf checked, indicate which entities establish the following policies. Check all
that apply.
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Vi.

Eligibility rules and policies (e.g., income limits) are set by the:

n  State or territory. Identify the entityClick or tap here to entéext.

n  Local entity (e.g., counties, workforce boards, early learning coalitions). If
checked, identify the entity and describe the eligibility policies the local entity
can setClick or tap here to enter text.

n  Other. DescribeClick or tap here to enter text.

Slidingfee scale is set by the:

N A. State or territory Identify the entity.Click or tap here to enter text.
n  B. Local entity (e.g., counties, workforce boards, early learning coalitions). If
checked, identify the entity and describe thkding fee scalpolicies the local

entity(ies) can sefClick or tap here to enter text.
A C.Other. DescribeClick or taghere to enter text.

Payment rates and payment policies are set by the:

A. State or territory Identify the entity. Click or tap here to enter text.

S 5

B. Local entity (e.g., counties, workforce boards, early learning coalitions). |
checked, identify the entity and describe thayment rates anghayment
policies the local entity(ies) can séllick or tap here to enter text.

n  C. Other. DescribeClik or tap here to enter text.

Licensing standards and processes are set by the:

A A. State or territory Identify the entity. Click or tap here to enter text.

A B. Local entity (e.g., counties, workforce boards, early learning coalitions). If
checked, identify the entity and describe the typdioénsing standards and
processeshe local entity(ies) can setlick or tap here to enter text.

n  C. Other. DescribeClick or tap here to enter text.

Standards and monitoring processes for liceagempt providersare set by the:

A A. State or territory Identify the entity. Click or tap here to enter text.

A B. Local entity (e.g., counties, workforce boards, early learning coalitions). If
checked, identify the entity and describe the typestéindards and
monitoring processes for licensxempt providerghelocal entity(ies) can
set.Click or tap here to enteext.

C. Other.DescribeClick or tap here to enter text.

Quality improvement activitiesincluding QRI8re set by the:

S 5

A. State or territory ldentify the entity. Click or tap here to enter text.
B.

Local entity (e.g., counties, workforce boards, early learning coalitions). If
checked, identify the entity and describe the typegoflity improvement
activitiesthelocal entity(ies) caret. Click or tap here to enter text.

8| Page



A C. Other.DescribeClick or tap here to enter text.

vii. Other. List and describe gmther program rules and policies that are set at a level other
than the state or territory levelClick or tap here to enter text.

1.2.2 The Lead Agency has broad authority to operate, {mglement activities) through other
agencies, as long as it retains overall responsibility. Complete the table below to identify which
entity(ies) implements or performs CCDF services.

a. Check the bofes)to indicate which entity(ies) implement or perfor@CDF services.

Local Community

CCDF Lea{ TANF | government based
CCDF Activity agency agency agencies CCR&R | organizations
Who conducts
eligibility H q q q N
determinations?
Who assists parents
in locating child care Y H 5 H Y
(consumer
education)?
Who issues H ~ ~ 5 5
payments? d d d n
Who monitors H - ~ ~ 5
licensed providers? n N n n
Who monitors
licenseexempt H A 4 4 N
providers?
Who operates the
quality improvement H A A 4 N
activities?

b. Other. List andlescribe any othestate or territory agencies quartners that implement or
perform CCDF services and identify their responsibilifiésk or tap here to enter text.

1.2.3 Describe the processes the Lead Agency usesdosee andnonitor CCDRdministration and
implementation responsibilities performed by other agencies as reported abal/2 ih and
1.2.2(98.16(b)) In the description include:

1  Written agreements. Note: The contents of the written agreement may vary based on
the role the ageng is asked to assume or type of projécit mustincludeat a minimum
the elements below98.11(a)(3)).

0 Taxksto beperformed

0 Scheduldor completingtasks

0 Budgetwhich itemizes categorical expenditures in accordance with CCDF
requirements

0 Monitoring and auditing procedures

o Indicators or measures to assess performance of those agencies

i Any other processe® oversee and monitor other agencies.
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monitoring, auditing, and assuring process compliance with CCDF requirements at 8§
by PcpoKOEZ FSRSNIE FdzZRAGAY I LINRPOSRdAzNBaz | yR /|
routine monitoring of contracts and agreements. CHFS may issue penalties of up to 5% of
the total amount of the contract for failure to perform services outlined within a
O2y (N OGQa al02LIS 2F g2N] @ LT /1 Cc{ StSOda yz2i
particular instance, a corrective action plan may be issued to facilitate resolving
performance issues prior to imposing penalties.

¢KS 3Syd0eqQa OdNNByid O2y (iNF Ol NBIljdzANBa G(KS
of work outlines activities ahexpected outcomes, timeframes, and a submitted budget
which itemizes the expenditures associated with contract deliverables. Each contract
vendor meets with the Lead Agency on a monthly basis to review deliverables and to see if
the contract agency needany additional supports from the Lead Agency.

10| Page



124

1.25

1.3

Upon requestand to the extent practicable and appropriate, Lead Agencies engireany
code or software for child care information systems or information technology for which a Lead
Agency or other agency expends CCDF funds to develop must be made available to other public
agencies. This includes public agencies in aitates, for ther use in administering child care or
related programs (98.15(a)(11)). Assure by describing how the Lead Agency makes child care
information systemsd.g.,subsidy, registryand QRIS systems) available to public agencies in
other states/ | C{ Qa A gysténiynk infar@afion technology policy apply to all internal CHFS
employees, consultants, temporary personnel, third party providers under contract with a CHFS agency,
and other entities that interact with CHFS information related resources. Thty polvers the applicable
computer software, application, configuration, business data, and data communication systems.
Although such a request has not been received to date, Kentucky would share information technology or
systems upon request of another plic agency to the extent practicable and appropriate.

The Kentucky Integrated Child Care System (KICCS) is the data management system for child care
in the state. Data from this site is compiled annually through reports generated by the Kenantky C
for Statistics (KYSTATS). Reports are also available to the public upon raffebsLinkKYSTATS

In 2018, CHFS introduced an online poftalegrated Eligibility and Enrollment Solution (IEES))
forKentuckyk 8 aA adlt yOS FyR &adzlLl2 NI LINRBAINF Yas AyOfdzRRAYy3I (K
portal pulls reatime data directly from KICCS. The portal includes a child care provider search that allows
anyone (public included) to search licensed and certifigitt care providers by numerous criteria.
Provider profiles include a detailed inspection history, costs, hours of operation, and subsidies available.
Weblink: kynect Home

Lead Agencies nst have in effect policies to govern the use and disclosure of confidential and
personally identifiable information about children and families receiving CCDF assistance and

child care providers receiving CCDF funds (98.15(b)(13)). Certify by deséiBingk S R ! 3Sy 0@
policies related to the use and disclosure of confidential and personally identifiable information.
Kentucky statutes prohibit accessing or releasing confidential information and/or records, or causing

confidential information and/orecords to be accessed or released to self, other individuals, clients,

relatives, etc., outside the scope of the employee assigned job duties. Violation may result in disciplinary

action taken against the employee up to and including dismissal and msyhipect to civil and criminal

liability for the disclosure of the confidential information to unauthorized person.

Under KRS 194A.060, all records and reports of CHFS, which directly or indirectly identify a
patient or client, or former patient or clignof CHFS or CHFS by a former name (CHR, CHS, and CFC), are
confidential.

Under KRS 205.175, all public assistance communications, both written and oral, generated
during the course of business are confidential and privileged. KRS 205.835itpribtd unauthorized ws
of information by an employee.

Citation:KRS 194A.060 Confidentialy of record and reports

Citation:KRS 205.175 Confidential treatment of information and records

Citation: KRS 205.835 Rissure of financial data pertinent to applicants for or recipients of
benefits

Consultation in the Development of the CCDF Plan

The Lead Agency is responsible for developing the CCDF Plan, which serves as the application for
a 3year implementaion period. As part of the Plan development process, Lead Agencies must
consult with the following:

(1) Appropriate representatives of units of general purpose local government
(658D(b)(2); 98.10(c); 98.12(b); 98.14(b)). General purpose local governments
are ddined by the U.S. Census at

11| Page


https://kystats.ky.gov/
https://kynect.ky.gov/s/?language=en_US
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=6640
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=7643
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=7849
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=7849

131

https://www.census.gov/newsroom/cspan/govts/20120301 cspan_govts def

3.pdf.

(2) The State Advisory Council (SAC) on Early Childhood Btuaat Care
(pursuant to 642B(b)(I)(A) @Y the HeadStartAct) (658E(c)(2)(R98.15(b)(1))
or similarcoordinating body pursuant t88.14(a)(1)(Vvii).

(3) Indiantribe(s)or tribal organization(syvithin the state. Thisconsultationshouldbe
donein atimely manner and at the option of the Indian tribe(s) or tribal
organization(s) (658D(b)(1)(E)).

Consultatiorinvolvesmeetingwith or otherwiseobtaininginput from anappropriateagencyin
the development of the state or territory CCDF Plan. Describe the partners engaged to provide
services under the CCDF prograsndescribedh questionl.4.1.

58340NA0S (KS [ I Reffartsriiye Gevalapmedtdfthe GEDF Pllidie2 v

Leal Agencies must describe ingc. consultation efforts with required partners listed in Rule

and Statute. ACF recognizes that there is great value in consulting with other entities and has

providedelementd. for Lead Agencies to identify consultatiefforts with other agencies or

organizations.

a.

Describe how the Lead Agency consulted with appropriate representatives of general
purpose local government$he Lead Agency consults with other general purpose government
agencies in a variety of ways. FIf3€C consults with genesalirpose local government through its
participation on Community Early Childhood Councils (CECC). Membership to individual councils is
statutorily mandated and charged with creating a local vision for early childhood servicergegli

including child care. Individuals receiving CCDF funds are members of these councils, along with other
generalpurpose government representatives. At the beginning of the CCDF plan development, DCC
hosted a webinar for all the CECCs in order teirecnecessary feedback.

Regional Child Care Administrators through the Kentucky Child Care Aware Network of Services
also solicit feedback from local government entities within their assigned regions and share this input
back with the Lead Agency thugh established structures for communication and information sharing.
Citation:KRS 200.707 Community early childhood councils
Describe how the Lead Agency consulted with the State Advisory Council or similar
coordinating bodyPer KRS 200.700, the Kentucky State Child Care Administrator is a statutorily
mandated, voting member of the Early Childhood Advisory Council (ECAGheaGHiH-S Secretary.

The ECAC meets at least quarterly and at other times upon call of the chair or majority of the council.
The ECAC is charged with making recommendations to CHFS.

Members of the ECAC were asked to serve on a stakeholder groupffiedofeedback prior to
the development of the CCDF plan. Other selected members of the ECAC were asked to participate in
work groups that created the new draft of the state plan. All ECAC members received a personal
invitation to the public hearing ahe CCDF plan, and feedback generated from the public hearing will
be incorporated into the final draft of the plan.

Kentucky also has a Child Care Advisory Council (CCAC). This council is consulted for continuous
feedback during its quarterly meegs. Additionally, council members were asked to serve on the
stakeholder group.

Citation: KRS 199.8983 Kentucky Child Care Advisory Council
Citation:KRS 200.707 Community early childhood councils
Citation: EO 2018581 Executive order relating the reorganization of various education
boards & councils
Describe, if applicable, how the Lead Agency consulted with Indian tribes(s) or tribal
organizations(s) within the state. Note: The CCDF regulations recognize the neatief®to
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conduct formal, structured consultation with Tribal governments, including Tribal leadership.
Many states andtribes have consultation policies and procedures in place
N/A
d. Describe any other entities, agencies, or organizations consulted on theogeveht of the
CCDF Plaithe CCDF State Plan preliminary draft goes through multiple opportunities for review and
revisions. The process includes an internal review, a recommendation and comment period for fellow
state agencies and departments involvedhe development of the state plan, and a-8@y public
comment period for public and private entities to submit written comments and attend a public
KSIENAY3I NBIAFNRAYy3I GKS //5C {GFGS tflyo ¢KS adlras
and iscirculated for feedback through the advisory councils.
Web LinkDivision of Child Care
The following list of agencies and partnerships on the CCDF State Plaralsinclusive: Office of the
Inspector General, Department for Public Health, State Coordinator for Homelessness, Division of
Family Support, Department for Behavioral Health and Intellectual Disabilities, Kentucky Child Care
Aware Child Care ResourcedaReferral Network of Services, Department of Workforce Development,
Department of Education, Child and Adult Care Food Program, Head Start and Early Head Start
AN yGSSasx YSyGdzO1e I SIR {GFNI ! 3a20AF A2y %X D2@BSNY:
Advocates, Prichard Committee for Academic Excellence, United Way of Kentucky, Save the Children,
Learning Grove, Child Care Advocates of Kentucky

1.3.2 Describe the statewide or territorwide public hearing process held to provide the public with
anopportunity to comment on the provision of child care services under this Plan
(658D(b)(1)(C); 98.16(f)). Reminder: Lead Agencies are required to hold at least one public
hearing in the state or territory, with sufficient statewide or territenyde distrbution of notice
prior to such a hearing to enable the public to comment on the provision of child care services
under the CCDF Plan. At a minimum, this description must include:

a. Date of the public hearinggay 19", 2021
Reminder: Must be no earliehan January 1, X1, which is 9 months prior to the October 1,
2021, effective date of the Plan. If more than one public hearing was held, please enter one
date (e.g, the date of the first hearing, the most recent hearing or any hearing date that
demonstates this requirement).

b. Date of notice of public hearing (date for the notice of public hearing identified ipril 8",
2021
Reminder: Must be at least 20 calendar days prior to the date of the public hearing. If more
than one public hearing wd®ld, enter one date of notice (e,ghe date of the first notice,
the most recent notice or any date of notice that demonstrates this requirement).

¢. How was the public notified about the public hearing? Please include specific website links if
used to povide notice.. Statewide child care provider listserv, DCBS social media pages, Child Care
Aware of Kentucky social media pages, DCC website, advisory council meetings, and posting the CCDF
State Plan draft of the website for public comment review

Web Link:Division of Child Care
The Legislative Research Commission posts a calendar of standing and interim committee

meetings, as well as a daily calendar, accessible from the main site.
Web LinkKentucky General Assembly Schedules & Calendaislative Research
Commission

d. Hearing site or method, including how geographic regiorte®@ftate or territory were
addressedThe public hearing wasnducted through Zoom meeting. The link was sent out in
advance of the meeting so that all providers and agencies that would like to attentd have the
opportunity.
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e. How the content of he Plan was made available to the public in advance of the public

1.3.3

hearing. (e.gthe Plan was made available in other languages, in multiple formats, etc.)

The preliminary plan is submitted in hardcopy to the Legislative Research Commission and made

avalable through the Internet and email distribution. The Kentucky Legislature makes an effort to

ensure the pages of their website are accessible to individuals with disabilities in accordance with

Section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act. Additionally, then@mnwealth of Kentucky has adopted the

22NI R 2ARS 2S0Qa /2ya2NliadzyQa 2506 /2ydSyid ! 0O0SaaAr
G52 d200®8S ¢KS /2YY2yoSIHEfGK 2F YSyiddzO1& LINRPGARSAI dz
including auxiliary aids and sem@&necessary to afford an individual with a disability an equal

opportunity to participate in all services, programs, and activities. To request materials in an

Ff GSNYFGAGS F2NXVIFGX SIFOK 3SyoOeQa ¢6SoaAimofis LINE OARS:
responsible for providing the service within the agency. Persons with hearing and speech impairments

can contact each agency by using the Kentucky Relay Servicefragadlecommunications device for

the deaf (TDD). For voice to TDD, call-8886057. For TDD to voice, call 8648-6056.

CitationiAccessibility Leqislative Research Commission

How was the information provided by the public taken into consideration regarding the
provision of child care services under this Plan®lic comments received through public
hearing(s), stakeholder meetings, and written submissions are recorded anavesl/fer

consideration. Amendments to the drafted content were made as a result of public comment when
appropriate.

Lead Agencies are required to make the submitted and final Plan, any Plan amendments, and

any approved requests for temporary relieg(j.waivers) publicly available on a website

(98.14(d)) Pleasenote that a LeadAgencymustsubmitPlanamendmentswithin 60 daysof a

adzoaldl ydAlrt OKFy3aS Ay (GKS [SIR ! 3SyOe&Qa LINEINI
https://www.acf.hhs.goyocc/resource/pi200901.)

a.

Provide the website link to where the Plan, any Plan amendments, and/or waivers are
available. Note: A Bh amendment is required if the website address where the Plan is
posted is changedivision of Child Care

b. Describe any other strategies that the Lead Agency uses to make theRG@CAAd Plan

amendments available to the public (98.14(d)). Check all that apply and describe the
strategies below, including any relevant website links as examples.

'H Working with advisory committeeBescribeClick or tap here to enter text.

'H  Working with child care resource and referral agendescribe:
The Lead Agency contracts with the University of Kentucky for Child Care Aware Network ¢
Services, which works in coordination on the development of the CCDF State Plan.

Providing translation in other languagd3escribeClick or tap here to enter text.

5

'H Sharing through social media (e.g., Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, email). Describe
The Kentucky Department for Community Based Services social media aceetmigtilized to
advertise the public hearing.

'H Providingnotificationto stakeholderge.g.,parent and family groupgrovidergroups,
advocacygroups). Describe; Sy 1 dzO1 e Qa { a1 aGS tftly Aa LI2:
website andiled with the Legislative Research Commission, which coordinates opportunitie
public hearing(s) in accordance with Kentucky Revised Statute (KRS) Chapter 45. Notices
a0l 1SK2f RSNJ ANRdzLJA I NB Ffaz2 YI RS g@aplconiered
in May 2021 to provide feedback on the State Planiat.
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'H Working with statewide afterschool networks or similar coordinating entities forasut
school time.

i Other.DescribeClick or tap here to enter text.

1.4 Coordination with Partners to Expand Accessibility and Continuity of Care

Lead Agencies are required to describe how the state or territory will efficiently, and to the
extent practicable, coordinate child care services supported by CCDF with prograasrapat
the federal, state/territory, and local levels for children in the programs listed below. This
includes programs for the benefit of Indian children, infants and toddlers, children with
disabilities, children experiencing homelessness, and childrérster care (98.14(a)(1)).

1.4.1 Describe how the Lead Agency coordinates the provision of child care services with the
following programs to expand accessibility and continuity of care and to assist children enrolled
in early childhood programs in receivifgl-day services that meet the needs of working
families (658E(c)(2)(0); 98.12(a); 98.14(a)).

This list includes agencies or programs required by law or rule, along with a list of optional
partners that Lead Agencies potentially would coordinate witbrdlie next 3 years to expand
accessibility and continuity of care and to assist children enrolled in early childhood programs in
receiving fullday services.

Include in the descriptions the goals of this coordination, such as:
1 extending the day or year gkrvices fofamilies.
1 smoothing transitions for children between programs or as they agesittiool.

1 enhancing and aligning the quality of services for infants and toddlers through
schoot agechildren.

linking comprehensive services to childrercimld care or schoedge settings

developinghe supplyof quality carefor vulnerablepopulations(asdefinedby the Lead
Agency) in child care and eaf-school timesettings.

a. The Lead Agency is required to coordinate with the following agencies. Prdescription
for how coordination occurred.

i. Appropriate representatives of the geneglrpose local government, which can include
counties, municipalities, or townships/towns. Describe the coordination gpalsesgs,
and resultsDCBS is partnerstivithe Kentucky Department of Education and Kentucky Head Start
grantees. These entities work collaboratively to ensure children are ready to succeed in school,
including wraparound service coordination with child care providers to expand accessilitity a
continuity of care, and to assist children enrolled in early childhood programs that neethjull
services. Additionally, DCBS coordinates with local government through the work of the
Community Early Childhood Councils. Through a contract withyhea @S NBE A G& 2F YSy i dzO
Network of Services, representation from DCBS should be in attendance at all Community Early
Childhood Council meetings to partner with multiple agencies throughout local communities.

ii. State Advisory Council on Early Childh&aldication and Care or similar coordinating body
(pursuant to 642B(b)(I)(A)(i) of the Head Start Act). Describe the coordination goals
processesandresults On August 1, 2018, Governor Bevin issued an Executive Orde03818
abolishing the ECAC as ddished under KRS 200.700 and reforming the council to align with USC
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42, Title 42, Chapter 105(1l), 9837b and Section 642(b)(1)(a)(i) of the Head Start Act. 9682018
reduces the number of appointed members from 26 to 12. ECAC meetings are stjubdletly,
and a representative of the Lead Agency is still an official member of the committee.

Goals for the ECAC include improving the quality of early childhood programs, increasing supply
and access to quality care, creating an aligned and unifiely ehildhood system across Head
Start, public preschool, and child care settings, and impgpkindergarten readiness.
Citation:KRS 200.700 Early Childhood i8dsy Councd Membership- Meetings
Citation: EO 2018581 Executive order relating to the reorganization of various education
boards & councils

'H Check herefithe Lead Agency has official representation and a decisiaking
role in the State Advisory Council or similar coordinating body.

Indian tribe(s) and/or tribal organization(s), at the option of individual tribes. Describe the
coordination goalsprocesgs,and resultsjncluding which tribe(s) wasvere)consulted:
Click or tap here to enter text.

'H N/At Check here ifttere are no Indian tribes and/or tribal organizations in the
State.

State/territory agency(ies) responsible for programs for childsgth special needs,
including early intervention programs authorized under the Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act (Part C for infants and toddlers and Part B, Section 619 for preschool).
Describe the coordination gaaprocesgs and results D@BS collaborates with the
Department for Public Health First Steps (IDEA Part C) early intervention program providing
services to families and childrehirth to agethree who have developmental disabilities. Early
intervention services are comprised of gjedly designed strategies provided in a group of
AYRAGARdzEf aSGdAy3a AyOftdzZRAYy3a GKS OKAfRQA yI GdzNI f
the child care facility and parent.

Child care settings also partner with IDEA Part B services (gabbol preschool) in an effort to
provide fultday services for children who need fdhy care.

State/territory office/director for Head Start state collaboration. Describe the
coordination goalsprocesgs and resultsDCBS coordinates with théntucky Head Start
Collaboration Director to work with families and early care and education providers to provide
healthy environments and developmental experiences that promote growth and learning to
ensure that all children enter school eager and exttiielearn. This collaboration leverages
partnerships and resources to remove barriers so every child enters school ready to grow and
learn. Additionally, DCBS/DCC works closely with the Kentucky Head Start Association in an
intentional effort to align gals and activities.

Web Link:First Steps Cabinet for Health and Family Services

State/territory agency responsible for public health, including the agencyresiple for
immunizations. Describe the coordination gogisocesgs, and results

The Division of Child Care coordinates with the Department of Public Health (DPH), Division of
Maternal and Child Health, which includes the First Steps Program (IDE2) Rart the Health

Access Nurturing Development and Services (HANDS) program. The Division of Maternal and
Child Health also supervises the Child Care Health Consultants and Early Childhood Mental Health
Specialists that are charged with supporting clede programs through training and technical
assistance. The Division of Child Care coordinates with each of these programs through shared
training, information exchange, and committee workgroups. The Strengthening Families initiative
through DPH is utited throughout state agencies and represents a raificiplinary partnership
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of more than 20 public and private national, state, and local organizations dedicated to promoting
six researctbased protective factors into services and supports for chilémmah their families.
Kentucky Strengthening Families is part of the natior@bognized Strengthening Families: A
Protective Factors Framework initiative coordinated by the Cefotethe Study of Social Policy.

Web Link:Kentucky Strengthening Families

Web Link:HANDSrogram

vii. State/territory agency responsible for employment services/workforce development.
Describe the coordinatiogoals procesgs, and results The Department for Workforce
Investment, Office of Employment and Training connects clients to employment, workforce
information, education and trainingThis agency refers clients BCBS and child care assistance
services! RRAGA2y I ffeX YSyiddzOleQa wSaz2dz2NOS FyR wSTSNI
development specialists to provide training, skill development, and consultation for small
business.

viii. State/territory agency responsible for public education, includrekindergarten(PreK).
Describe the coordination goalgsrocesgs and results The Kentucky Department of
Education is a major partner with DCBS, as both entities work collaboratively to assure children
are ready to succeed in school, including weapund service coordination with providers. KDE
and DCBS serve on multiple advisory committees and meet regularly to coordeneites. Also,
DCBS and KDE hav@int QRIS system to classify quality early childhood programs on-stame
to five-star rating system. Both partners use the same tiered characteristics to rate all early
childhood classrooms and programs.

ix. State/territory agency responsible for child care licensing. Describe the coordination
goals proceses and resultsDCBS contracts with K S/ 0 Ay SiQa hF¥FFAOS 27F (K
(OIG), Division of Regulated Child Care (DRCC) for the inspection, licensing, and certification of
licensed child care centers and certified family child care homes pursuant to Kentucky statutes
and regulations
Regional DRCC staff are responsible for conductirgtervisits and investigating complaints of
all Kentucky licensed child care programs, certified family child care homes, and registered
providers to ensure compliance with applicable chadecregulations.

X. State/territory agency responsible for the Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP)
and other relevant nutrition programs. Describe the coordination ggatscesgs and
results
Child care programs can participate in the Child Addlt Care Food Program independently or
through a sponsoring organization that accepts full administrative and financial responsibility for
the program. The Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP) parents with child care centers,
licensed Head Start pgrams, and family child care homes to provide healthy meals to
Kentuckians. The CACFP contributes to the wellness, healthy growth, and development of young
children by providing institutions monetary reimbursement for serving healthy meals. This USDA
program, administered by the Kentucky Department of Education, provides teaching on the
principles of good nutrition throughout the state.

The Lead Agency ensures that technical assistance staff and providers are aware of CACFP
guidelines and how theintersect with child care regulations. Information on the CACFP is
presented as part of the new provider training. Technical assistance staff are trained to make
referrals for providers who are interested in enrolling in the CACFP. Coaches integrefe CAC
resources into technical assistance visits when appropriate.

xi. McKinneyVento state coordinators for homeless education and other agencies providing
services for children experiencing homelessness and, to the extent practicable, local
McKinneyVento laisons. Describe the coordination gogleocesgs, and results
DCBS works in collaboration with the McKintvnto State Coordinator housed in the Kentucky

17| Page


https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dph/dmch/ecdb/Pages/kysf.aspx
http://www.kyhands.com/

Department of Education to identify children experiencing homelessness and prioritize seovices t
those families. Those experiencing homelessness applying for child care assistance are eligible for
expedited services. They are entitled to immediate approval and enrollment with a child care
provider. Families experiencing homelessness have uprée ttelendar months from the date of
application to return the other documentation.

xii. State/territory agency responsible for the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families
(TANFprogram. Describe the coordination gogisoceses and results
The agencyesponsible for the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families program (TANF) is also
located in DCBS. The Division of Family Support is responsibiniiistering and determining
eligibility throughthe Integrated Eligibility and Enroliment System (IEEBG)ngle access point for
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), the Kentucky Transitional Assistance Program
(K-TAP), Kentucky Works Program (KWP), Medicaid, and the Child Care Ass$tstaymam
(CCAP). The Division of Child Care staff have daily interaction and coordinate services with the
Division of Family Support.

xii. 1 3Sy 0é NBaLRyaAiroftS F2NJ aSRAOIFIAR yR GKS adil
Describe the coordination goalsrocesgs, and results DCBS coordinates with the
Department for Medicaid Servicesand the Department of Public Health to include access to
comprehensive services to children in child care settings. Both agencies are housed within CHFS
and work closely tgether on a daily basis. As noted above, eligibility for Medicaid programs is
also determined in conjunction with eligibility determination for all other public assistance
programs including child care.

The Department of Medicaid Services has alsitaborated with the Division of Child Care to

make sure that child care providers have access to medical care if they do not have the
opportunity to be on a group plan through their place of employment. State workers have
contacted every child care proam, through phone calls, emails, and the DCC listserv, to let them
know that they may be eligible for medical care through Medicaid.

xiv. State/territory agency responsible for mental health. Describe the coordingtiats
procesgs and resultsDCBS ahthe Department for Behavioral Health, Developmental and
Intellectual Disabilities work cooperatively to ensure effective delivery of behavioral health and
disability services to Kentuckians. The Division of Child Care coordinates with this agendy throug
shared training, information exchange, and joint steering committees with common goals.

xv. Child care resource and referral agencies, child care consumer education organizations,
and providers of early childhood education training and professideatlopment.
Describe the coordination goalsrocesgs, and results CHFS contracts with the University
2F YSy(idzO1eQa LydSNRAAOALI A-NIH) KEprodidddoordinaters @St 2 LIV S
and leadership to support the professional developmentiufd care providers and trainers
throughout the state of Kentucky. These supports include a statewide regional network of Child
Care Resource and Referral (CCR&R) services, which at a minimum include CCR&R services and
coordination of professional devgdment delivery, attainment, and content initiatives to
adzLJLI2 NI //5C LINBINF Yaod ¢CKS | YAGSNEAGE 2F YSyidz
Coaches and Quality Coaches offer technical assistance to programs throughout the state. The
Training CoacheskiLJ2 NI YSy (1dz01 @ Q& S NI eed @indiSant tiieR SR dzOI G A
Professional Developme@oaches provide guidance to child care providers that would like to
obtain a higher credential or degree in the field of early childhood education. Theskema
have access to knowledge and training to develop and enhance their skills as trainers of adults
who work with young children and famitie The Professional Developm&taches also help
develop programs pertaining to Kentucky Higher Education AssistAuthority (KHEAA)
scholarships, notollege scholarships, migrants, and the development of individual
professional growth plans for early care and education professionals participating in the
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scholarship program. Coordination of quality and heal#fiéty initiatives to support CCDF
programs is also accomplished through this partnership.

xvi. Statewide afterschool network or other coordinating entity for @iftschool time care
(if applicable). Describe the coordination gogi®cesgs and results The Division of
Child Care collaborates with the Kentucky Out of School Alliance (KYOSA) to establish afterschool
quality standards as well as professional development training targeted at providers working in
afterschool settings. A membef the DCC management team attends the KYOSA board
meetings and participates in brainstorming and communication of new Kentucky sagealhild
care initiatives.

xvii. Agency responsible for emergency management and response. Describe the
coordination goalsprocesgs and resultsy Sy (i dzO1 e Qa 5A@Aarzy 2F 9YSNH
NBalLRyaroftS F2NJ O22NRAYFGAy3a GKS adlisSQa SYSNHS
partners with Emergency Management to ensure state and county level planning efforts are
reviewed and updated in regular intervals.
YSy(dzO1eQa 5AQAaA2yY 2F 9YSNHSyO& alyl 3SyYSyi
responsibility for coordinating disaster and emergency services.
Planning guidance ensures that local, regional, and statergency operations plans
meet minimum federal and state requirements for standard content, format, and usability in the
development and integration of Emergency Operation Plans.
Both the Division of Emergency Management and the Department for Rdibéitth staff
emergency operates centers during these times and coordinate with the Lead Agency for
emergency social services, child care, and public assistance as needed.
In 2021, the Lead Agency worked with partner agencies, including the Division of
Emergency Management, to create new regulations for emergency licensure and certification of
child care programs during emergencies.
Citation: KRS 39A.05Responsibility of divisiofor coordinating disaster and
emergency services
Web Link:County ESF and EOP
Web Link:State ESF arlOP

b. The following are examples of optional partners a state might coordinate with to provide
services. Check which optional partners the Lead Agency coordinates with and describe the
coordination goalsprocessesnd results

'H i. State/territory/local agencies with Early Head Sta@hild Care Partnership
grants. DescribeClick or tap here to enter text.

'H ii. State/territory institutions for higher education, including community college
DescribeUnder the direction of the Ely Childhood Advisory Council (ECAC), the L
Agency collaborates with systelavel partnerdo promote scholarships administered
by the Kentucky Higher Education Association Authofiild Care Aware Profession:
Development (PD) Coaches dissemirstikolarship informationiecruit potential
scholars, and assist individuals with professional development planning and enrollr
procedures.The scholarships are awarded to individuals who take coltegdit
courses to earn the Child Development Assdbctas /| NEBRSYy GA L £ X 5A0D
pursue degrees in early childhood development. Faculty and staff at approved
universities and colleges deliver a planned program of instruction that aligns with
current research and promotes quality practicésfter courses are successfully
completed, scholars may apply for educati@iated expense reimbursement at the
amount specified by the ECAC. Based on funding availability, scholars may also a
for milestone achievement awards upon completion of theirgnam of study.These
FgFNR& INB LI AR 22Ayidfteée gAGK adarasS ¥d
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Vi.

Vii.

viil.

(20%). Child Care Aware PD Coaches are available to support individuals to realize
professional development plans and achieve their goals

Other federal, state, local, and/or private agencies providing early
childhood and schoedge/youthserving developmental services.
DescribeClick or tap here to enter text.

State/territory agency responsible for implementing the Maternal
and Child Home Visitation programs grant. Describe:

Efforts between DCBS and Department for Public HeBithision of
Maternal and Child Health are geared toward joint screening and trginin
of practitioners. Home visitors are also provided updates to child care
rules and regulations as a means of helping-firse parents choose
quality arrangements for their children

Agency responsible for Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnostic,
and Treatment Program. DescrilBCBS coordinates with the
Department for Medicaid Services and the Department of Public Health
to include access to comprehensive services to children in child care
settings. These agencies are internal to CHFS

Statéterritory agency responsible for child welfare. Describe:

DCBS coordinates with the Department for Medicaid Services and the
Department of Public Health to include access to comprehensive services
to children in child care settings. These agencies degrial to CHFS

Provider groups or associations. Describe:

DCBS leadership have regular meetings with provider advocacy groups to
receive input to improve the quality of child care in the state and meet
provider and family needs

Parent groups or organizations. Describe:

The Lead Agency engages with parent groups and organizations through
membership in or attendance of the Kentucky Child Care Advisory
Council.

The 2015 Legislative session passed House Bill 429, astallishing the
Kentucky Child Care Advisory Council, which has been codified as KRS
199.8983. Members appointed by the Governor serve a term of three
(3) years meeting quarterly. The council advises on matters affecting the
operations, funding, anddensing of chilecare centers and family child

care homes with recommendations address availability, affordability,
accessibility and quality to the Department for Community Based
Services, Division of Child Care.

Citation:KRS 199.8983 Kentucky Child Care Advisory Council

The 18 members include:

Commissioner of the department, or designee;

Four (4) members appointed by the Governor representing licensed child
care centers;

Two (9 members appointed by the Governor representing certified
family childcare home;

Three (3) members appointed by the Governor who are parents and/or
guardians receiving services in licensed centers or certified homes;
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1.5

Three (3) members appointed by ti&overnor from the private sector
who are knowledgeable about education, health, and development of
children;

Director of the Division of Child Care within the department, or designee;
Commissioner of education, Education and Workforce Development
Cabinef or designee;

Executive director of the Governor's Office of Early Childhood, or
designee;

Commissioner of the Department for Public Health within the cabinet, or
designee;

State fire marshal, Public Protection Cabinet, or designee.

Unlike the Edy Childhood Advisory Council, this statute includes child
care providers and parents among membership to offer their expertise
and guidance from working as a provider in the field of early child care.
The Child Care Advisory Council convened for thetiiing in October
2017 and meets quarterly.

N ix. Other. DescribeClick or tap here to enter text.

Optional Use of Combined Funds, CCDF MatdmaigViaintenancef-Effort
Funds

Optional Use of Combined FunB8sates and territories have the option to combine CCDF funds
with anyrequiredprogram in 1.4.1. These programs include those operating at the federal,
state, and local levels for children in preschool programs, tribal early childhood programs, and
other early childhood programs, including those serving infants and toddlers with disabilities,
children experiencing homelessness, and children in foster care (658E(c)(2)(O)(ii)).

Combining funds could include blending multiple funding streams, pooling funtig;esing

funds together from multiple funding streams to expand and/or enhance services for infants,
toddlers, preschoolers, and scheade children and families to allow for the delivery of
comprehensive quality care that meets the needs of childrenfamilies. For example,
state/territory agencies may use multiple funding sources to offer grants or contracts to
programs to deliver services; a state/territory may allow a county/local government to use
coordinated funding streams; or policies may be lacp that allow local programs to layer CCDF
funds with additional funding sources to pay for {fuédly, fullyear child care that meets Early
Head Start/Head Start Program Performance Standards or state/teriteiindergarte
requirements in addition tetate/territory child care licensing requirements.

As a reminder, CCDF funds may be used in collaborative efforts with Head Start programs to
provide comprehensive child care and development services for children who are eligible for
both programs. In fa¢the coordination and collaboration between Head Start and CCDF is
strongly encouraged by sections 640(g)(1)(D) and (E); 640(h); 641(d)(2)(H)(v); and 642(e)(3) of
the Head Start Act in the provision of full working day, full calendar year comprehensive
services. To implement such collaborative programs, which share, for example, space,
equipment, or materials, grantees may layer several funding streams so that seamless services
are provided (Policy and Program Guidance for the Early Head;&thild Cag Partnerships:
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/occ/acf im_ohs 15 03.pdf
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1.5.1 Does the Lead Agency choose to combine funding for CCDF services for any picenéifiesi
in 1.4.1 (98.14(a)(3))?
A No(If no, skip to question.5.2)
'H Yes. If yes, describe atrdnimum:

a. How you defingt O2 YOCAKYSS § S R | 3Sy0é RSTAYySa aO2YorySé |
federal and general funds into one chddrefunding stream.

b. Which funds you witombin€?Y Sy 1 dzO1 € Qa al &GSNJ ¢206l 002 {SdGaGf Sy
State General Funds, Temporary Assistance for Needy Families block grant (TANF), and Child Care
and Development Funds (CCDF)

¢. What is youmpurpose and expected outcomes for combining funds, such as extending
the day or year of services available (i.e.-day, fullyear programming for working
families), smoothing transitions for children, enhancing and aligning qoéktgrvices,
linking comprehensiveservicego childrenin childcare or developingthe supply of child
care for vulnerablgopulation® Note: Responses should align with the goals,
processes and results describe in 1.4dontinued outcomes, as funds are availablelude:

Ensure access to childcare services for homeless children;

Maintain qualifications and reliability training for licensing inspectors;

Maintain a system for annual inspection of chiigre providers to ensure compliance with
licensing standardsral regulations;

Provide a comprehensive criminal background checks for-chile providers and childcare staff
members;

Continue to enhance current quality activities that relate to improving the quality of care for
infants and toddlers;

Maintain recen addition of initial 98day job search to support workforce development and-self
sufficiency of families; and

Maintain a graduated phaseut of assistance for families whose income has increased at the
time of redetermination.

d. Howyouwill be combiningmultiple setsof funding,suchasat the state/territory level,
local level, prograntevel?The DCB®ivision of Administration and Financial Management
(DAFM) supports and oversees DCBS' budgeting accounting functions. DAFM prepares the
Comprefensive Annual Financial Report and components of the CHFS Cost Allocation Plan,
manages grants and payments, performs audits, and conducts contract development,
maintenance, and monitoring.

e. How are the funds tracked and methodafersightCHFS tracKsinds through a system of
internal controls within the accounting and policy organizational structure of DCBS and its CHFS
level partners, the Division of General Accounting and the Office of Finance and Budget. Within
the State's financial management g1, the enhanced Management Administrative Reporting
System (eMARSs) tracks and provides accountability for federal and state fund disbursements.

Web link: eMARS
The State Auditor of Public Accounts annually assesses the lead agency internal controls.

1.5.2 Which of the following funds does the Lead Agency intend to use to meet the CCDF matching
and MOE requirements described in 98.55(e) and 98.55(h)? Check apfiigt

Note: Lead Ageriesthat use Prekindergarten funds to meet matching requirements nobstk
Prekindergartenfunds and public and/or private fundsUse ofPreK for Maintenance of Effort:
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The CCDF Final Rule clarifies that pilé& funds may alsserve as maintenaneef-effort

funds as long as the state/territory can describe how it will coordireed and child care

services to expand the availability of child care while using pBbéikindergarterfunds as no

Y2NB GKIFY Hna LISNNISHIINNAFG AINBSQ & G SRSy I yOS 2F S
matching funds in a single fiscal year (FY) (98.55(h)). If expendituf@eifoservices are used to

meet the maintenancef-effort requirement, the state/territory must certify that it has not

reduced its level of effort in fullay/full-year child care services (98.55(h)(1); 98.15(a)(6)).

Use of Private Funds for Match or Maintenance of Effort: Donated funds do not need to be
under the administrative control of the Lead Agency to qualify asxpenditure for federal

match. However, Lead Agencies do need to identify and designate in the state/territory Plan the
donated funds given to public or private entities to implement the CCDF child care program
(98.55(f)).

a. N/At The territory is not regired to meet CCDF matching and MOE requiremsent

N

'H b. Public funds are used to meet the CCDF matching fund requirement. Public funi
may include any general revenue funds, county or other local public funds; stat
lterritory -specific funds (tobacco takttery), or any other public funds.

i. If checked, identify the source of fundéSy (1 dzO1 € Qa al aiSNJ ¢
Agreement funds, State General Funds, restricted funds (motor vehicle)

n c. Private donated funds are used to meet the CCDF matdhimds requirement. Only
private funds received by the designated entities or by the Lead Agency may be
counted for match purposes (98.53(f)).

i. If checked, are those funds:

A A. Donated directly to thestate?

A B. Donated to a separate entity(ipdesignated to receive private donated
funds?

ii. If checked, identify the name, address, contact, and type of entities designe
to receive private donated fund€:lick or tap here to enter text.

i B}
o

State expenditures faPreKprograms are used to meet the CRxDatching funds
requirement. If checked, provide the estimated percentage of the matching fund
requirement that will be met witlPrekindergarterexpenditures (not to exceed 30
percent):Click or tap here to enter text.

i. If the percentage is more than 10 percent of the matching fund
requirement, describe how thgtate will coordinate its
Prekindergarterand child care services:

Click or tap here to enter text.

ii. Describehe LeadAgencyeffortsto ensurethat Prekindergarten
programsmeetthe needsof workingparents:
Click or tap here to enter text.

e. State expenditures fdPrekindergarterprograms are used to meet the CCDF
maintenanceof-effort requirements. If checked,

59
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1.6

i. Assure by describing how theead Agency did not reduce its level of effort in
full-day/full-year child care services, pursuant to 98.55(h)(1) and 98.15(a)(6
Click or tap here to enter text.

ii. Describe the Lead Agency efforts to ensure thiakindergarterprograms
meet the needs of working parentSilick or tap here to enter text.

iii. Estimated percentage of the MOE Fund requirement that will be met with
Prekindergarterexpenditures (not to exceed 20 percent):
Click or tap here to enter text.

iv. If the percentage is more than 10 percent of the MOE requirement, describ
how the state will coordinate itdPrekindergarterand child care services to
expand the availability of child car&lick or tap here to enter text.

n f. The same funds are uséal meet at least some of the CCDF MOE and TANF MOI
requirements.

i. If known, what percent of funds used to meet CCDF MOE also is used to r
TANF MOE requirement§2ick or tap here to enter text.

PublicPrivate Partnerships

Lead Agencies arequired to describe how they encourage pulgiivate partnerships among

other public agencies, tribal organizations, private entities, fhi#ked organizationbusinesses

or organizations that promote business involvement, and/or commulbiétgedorganizations to
leverage existing service delivery (i.e., cooperative agreement among providers to pool
resources to pay for shared fixed costs and operation) (658E(c)(2)(P)). ACF expects these types
of partnerships to leverage public and private resosrtefurther the goals of the CCDBG Act.

Lead Agencies are required to demonstrate how they encourage pguibliate partnerships to
leverage existing child care and early education seft@®ery systems and to increase the

supply and quality of childace services for children younger than age 13, for example, by
implementing voluntary shared service alliance models (98.14(a)(4)).
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1.6.1

1.7

Identify and describany publieprivate partnerships encouraged by the Lead Agency to
leverage public and private resourdesfurther the goals of the CCDBG Act. Include in the
response any publiprivate partnerships that have emerged from the response to the CQ¥YID
pandemic(98.16(d)(2)and if applicable, how those partnerships will be continued post
pandemic CHFS hasmmitted to ongoing endeavors to encourage the private sector to meet employee
needs for child care. DCC, through subcontracts with Kentucky's Child Care Resource and Referral
Network, has conducted several outreach activities targeted at local businéssksive of a marketing

plan with material and information to employers on the importance of high quality child care to the
business community. CCidihded programs regularly meet with private, faith based, and commeinity
based organization to strategizvays to collaborate and minimize duplication of service delivery.

Community Early Childhood Councils (CECC) created under KRS 200.707 to improve the quality and
availability of child care, especially in low resource or high need areas, are a vehimlieding together
community members to support issues of importance to children and families. CECCs provide a
mechanism for attracting and assessing the unigue local early care and education needs of a community.
CECCs may apply for additional resosrmemeet these needs, as well as afford citizens the opportunity

to provide input to state policy makers and planners.

Coordination with Child Care Resource and Referral Systems

Lead Agencies may use CCDF funds to establish or support a eystetwork of local or
regional child care resource and referral (CCR&R) organizations that is coordinated, to the
extent determined by the state/territory, by a statewide public or private fafit,
communitybased or regionally based, lead child care resoaratreferral organization (such as
a statewide CCR&R network) (658E(c)(3)(B)(iii); 98.52).

If Lead Agencies use CCDF funds for local CCR&R organizations, the local or regional CCR&R
organizations supported by those funds must, at the direction of the Begahcy:

91 Provide parents in thetate with consumer education information concerning the full
range of child care options (including falthsed and communitpased child care
providers), analyzed by providencludingchild careprovidedduringnon-traditional hours
andthroughemergency child care centers, in their area.
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1 To the extent practicable, work directly with families who receive assistance to offer the
families support and assistance to make an informed decision about which child care
providersthey will useto ensurethat the familiesare enrollingtheir childrenin the most
appropriate child care setting that suits their needs and one that is of high quality
(as determined by the Leakgency).

1 Collect data and provide information dine coordination of services and supports,
including services under Part B, Section 619 and Part C of the IndswdtldDisabilities
EducationAct

9 Collect data and provide information on thepply of and demand for child care services in
areas of thestate and submit the information to thetate.

1 Work to establish partnerships with public agencies and private entities, including faith
based and communithased child care providers, to increase the supply and qualdiyilof
care services in the statnd, as appropriate, coordinate their activities with the activities
of the state Lead Agency and local agencies that administer funds made available through
CCDF98.52(b)).

Nothing in the statute or rule prohibitgates from using CCR&R agencies todem or provide
additional services beyond those required by statute or rule.

Note:Use 1.7.1 to address if a state/territory funds a CCR&R organizdésaribewhat
services are provided and how it is structureldesubsection 75 to address theservices
provided by the local or regional child care resource and referral agemeeetheindicators of
progress met by CCR&R organizations if they are funded by qualigidet funds.

1.7.1 Does the Lead Agency fund local or regional CCR&R organizations?

A No.Thestate/territory doesnot fund a CCR&Rrganization(sandhasno plansto establish
one.

'H Yes. The state/territory funds a CCR&R organization(s) with all the responsibilities outlined
above. If yes, describe tlellowing:

How are CCRé&services organizédnclude how many agencies, if there is a statewide
network, and if the system isoordinated The Kentucky Partnership for Early Childhood Services,
housed at the University of Kentucky Human Development Institute, is funded througttract with

CHES to provide coordination and administration of statewide Child Care Resource and Referral
(CCR&R) network of services. The contract deliverable is to ensure adequate supply of quality child
care programs and services are available in @agional hub covering the Area Development District.
DCB®ivision of Child Care, through its CCR&R contract, works actively to meet the needs of families,
provide referral information to families seeking child care, increase family knowledge of the
characteristics of high quality early care and education services, and increase provider access to
training and/or professional development opportunities. The CCR&R regional network of services
include eight Regional Child Care Administrators, five Conterst Boardinators, one Technical
Assistance (TA) Specialist for Health/Safety, four Technical Assistance QRIS Specialists, 24 Quality
Coaches, four Technical Assistance Health/Safety Coaches, four Training Coaches, and 13 Professional
Development Coaches. thbugh services are divided by region to be responsive to local needs, there
is central oversight for the entire network of services to ensure consistency.
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1.8 Disaster Preparedness and Response Plan

In past disasters, and in response to the CGMIpandemic, the provision of emergency child
care services and rebuilding and restoring of child care infrastructure has emerged as an
essential servicd.ead Agencies are required to establish a Statewidlel Care Disaster Plan
(658E(c)(2)(U)). They must demonstrate how they will address the needs of chiidabunding
the need for safe child care before, during, and after a state of emergency declared by the
Governor or a major disaster or emergency @efined by Section 102 of the Robert T. Stafford
Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act, 42 U.S.Ct Bi2R)gh a Statewide Disaster
Plan The effective date for the establishment of this Statewide Disaster Plan was October 1,
2018.

1.8.1 Did you make anupdates to the Statewide Disaster Plan since th2(1'82021 CCDF Plan was
submitted?Please consider anypdatesii K+ G 6 SNB YIRS & F NBadzZ G 27
experiences imespordingto the COVIEL9 pandemic(Note: It is a Lead Agency decision on
how often a plan should be updated and which entities, if any, should be collaborated with in
the updating process.)

n No
'H Yes.If yes, @scribe the elements of the plan that were updaté&tie Division of Child Care did
not previously haveegulations on emergency licensure during local or statewide emergencies.
During 2021, DCC met with partner agencies including Division of Emergency Management,
5SLI NLYSydG 2F tdzotAO0 | SHEGKE 5AQAaA2Y BF wS3dA | GS
Network of Services in order to create a proposed regulation on how to better prepare for emergency
licensure situations. DCC also contacted other CCDF State Administrators to review emergency
licensure regulations that were currently operational in etlareas of the country. This compilation
of references allowed for the creation of the new proposed regulation. The proposed regulation is
currently in the public open comment period.
YSy(dzO1 @ Qa OKAf R OF NS NB 3 dghile uarieny Sheltcin-gldte | £ 42 0SS
drills.
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1.8.2 To demonstrate continued compliance with the required elements in the Statewide Disaster
Plan, certify by checking the required elements included in the current State Disaster
Preparedness and Response Plan.

'H a. The plan was developed in collaboration with folowingrequired entities

H

I T T T T

i. Sate human services agency

ii. Sate emergency management agency

iii. Sate licensing agency

iv. Sate health department or public health department
v. Local and state child care resouraadreferralagencies

vi. Sate AdvisoryCouncilon EarlyChildhoodEducatiorand Care or
similar coordinatindgpody

b. The plan includes guidelines for the continuation of child care subsidies.

c. The plan includeguidelines for the continuation of child care services.

d. The plan includes procedures for the coordination of pisaster recovery of
child care services.

'H e. The plan contains requirements fal CCDF providers (both licensed and
licenseexempt) to have in place:

H i. Procedures for evacuation
H ii. Procedures for relocation
'H iii. Procedures for sheltein-place
H iv. Procedures for communication and reunification with families
'H v. Procedures for continuity of operations
H vi. Procedures for accommodations of infants and toddlers
H vii. Procedures for accommodations of children with disabilities
'H viii. Procedures for accommodations of children with chronic medical
conditions
'H f. The plan contains procedures for staff and volunteer emergency prepared:
training.
'H g. The plan contains procedures for staff and volunteer practice drills.
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1.8.3 If available, povidethe direct URL/websitdink to the website where the statewide chitthre
disaster plan iposted Citation: State Emergency Operation Plan
Citation:KRS 199.89%Bvacuation plan required for child care centers and family child care homes

Web Link:Child Care Emergency / Disaster Preparedness Guide

KRS 99.895 requires that a childare center licensed under KRS 199.896 and a family-azmiéd
home certified under KRS 199.8982 shall have a written plan for evacuation in the event of fire, natural
disaster, or other threatening situation that may pose alie or safety hazard to the children in the
center or home.

The written plan shall include but not be limited to:

(a) A designated relocation site and evacuation route;

(b) Procedures for notifying parents of the relocation and ensuring family fieation;

(c) Procedures to address the needs of individual children including children with special needs;
(d) Instructions relating to the training of staff or the reassignment of staff duties, as appropriate;
(e) Coordination with local emergency nagement officials; and

(f) A program to ensure that appropriate staff are familiar with the plan's components.

A childcare center and family childare home are statutorily required to update the evacuation plan by
December 31 each year, retain andaped copy of the plan for evacuation, and provide an updated copy
to appropriate local emergency management officials. In addition, a copy shall be provided to each
parent, custodian, or guardian at the time of the child's enroliment and whenever theiplapdated.

922 KAR 2:090 requires that a child care center shall maintain and document a written record of quarterly
practiced earthquake drills, tornado drills, fire drills conducted during the hours of operation detailing the
date, time, ancchildren who participated with a written plan and diagram outlining the course of action

in the event of a natural or manmade disaster, posted in a prominent place.

Child care facilities are required to notify the cabinet of any incident involvinghiterral disaster within
24 hours and if facility is damaged and requires temporary or permanent closure as soon as practicable.

[ AOSyaAy3d adNBSe2NRa AyalLlSodrazy 2F OKAfR OFNB Tl OAt
describes, in detig how children will be kept safe during a disaster, and ensure the plan includes specific
information listed in KRS 199.895. If facility is found not to be in regulatory compliance, the cabinet

completes a written statement of deficiency that requiresvdtten plan of correction from the facility.

Citation: 922 KAR 2:090 Chi@dre center licensure

In the 2011 Regular Session, KRS 199.895 was created to required licensedrehilehers to create

and maintain evacuation plans, inclusive of a reunification component and considerations of children with
special needs, and share those plans annually with local emergency management personnel and parents.
In the 2012 Regular Session, thiatute was amended to also apply to certified family cloiddle homes,
providers serving a smaller number of children in the provider's home. Enforcement of the statute began
in 2012 following better than a year of collaborative work with the Kentuckyatiment of Public Health

and Division of Emergency Management to include the development of a free, online evacuation plan
template and training for child care providers, and enhanced awareness on the part of local emergency
management. On September 12)12, DCBS formally proposed six administrative regulations to
incorporate the evacuation plan requirement within the standards for all child care providers in Kentucky,
including registered providers in CCAP (i.e., family, friend, or neighbor provitleespadministrative
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2 Promote Family Engagemeéltitrough Outreach and Consumer Education

2.1

211

Lead Agencies are required to support the role of parents as child care consumers who need
information to make informedahoices regarding the services that best suit their needs. A key
LJdzN1J32 &S 2F GKS //5.D 100G Aa G2 aLINBY2:GS Ay@2ft 0
RSOSt2LIYSyid 2F GKSANI OKAf RNBY Ay OKAfR OFNB as
opportunity to consider how information can be provided to parents through the child care

assistance system, partner agencies, and child care consumer education websites.

The target audience for the consumer education information includes three groups: parents
receivirg CCDF assistance, the general public, and when appropriate, child care pra¥iers.
expects that Lead Agencies are using targeted strategies for each group to ensure tailored
consumer education informatiorin this section, Lead Agencies will address Iindormation is
made available to familieshe general public and child care provideysassisthem in

accessing highyuality child care and how information is shared on other financial assistance
programs or supports for which a family mightdeible. In addition, Lead Agencies will certify
that information on developmental screenings is provided and will describe how research and
0S40 LINF OGAOSa O2yOSNYyAy3ad OKAfeRN®a Qa RSOSE 2LIVS
development, ishared.

This setion also covers the parental complaint process and the consumer education website
that has been developed by the Lead Agency. Finally, this section addresses the consumer
statement that is provided to parents supported with CCDF funds.

Note: When askedor citations, responses can include state statute, regulations, administrative
rules, policy manuaj®r policy issuances. See the Introduction on phémr more detail.

Outreach to Families with Limited English Proficiency and Persons with Disabilities

The Lead Agency is required to describe how it provides outreach and services to eligible
families with limited English proficiency and persons with disabilities and to facilitate the
participation of child care providers with limited English proficieswegtchild care providers

with disabilities in the CCDF program (98.16(dd)). Lead Agencies are required to develop policies
and procedures to clearly communicate program information, such as requirements, consumer
education information, and eligibility infmation, to families and child care providers of all
backgrounds (81 FR 67456).

Checkthe strategiesthe LeadAgencyor partnersutilizeto provideoutreachandservicego
eligible families for whom English is not their first language. Check alpp#t

31| Page



I I

T T S

T S5t St D1 35

T 9

-~ @ 2 o

s @

Application in other languages (application document, brochures, prowiutioes)
Informational materials in nofEnglish languages

Website in norEnglish languages

Lead Agency accepts applications at local commbaged locations
Bilingual caseworkers or translators available

Bilingual outreach workers

Partnerships with communitpased organizations

Collaboration with Head Start, Early Head Start, and Migrant Head Start
Home visiting programs

Other.DescribeMostLJ: 3Sa 2F GKS [ Swilfist thedpBoficonimbar fog <
interpretation services in English and Spanish. Interpreters are available in any languay

2.1.2 Check the strategies the Lead Agency or partners utilize to provide outreadenices to
eligible families with a person(s) with a disability. Check all that apply.

H

59

a.

Applications and public informational materials available in Braille and other
communication formats for access by individuals widabilities

Websites thatare accessible (e.g., Section 508 of the Rehabilita&ih

Caseworkers with specialized training/experience in working with individitls
disabilities
Ensuring accessibility of environments and activities fatéldiren

Partnershipsith state and local programs and associations focused on disability
related topics andssues

Partnerships with parent associations, support groups, and paoeparent support
groups, including the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act jIi28Arally
funded Parent Training and Informati@enters

Partnerships with state and local IDEA Part B, Section 619 and Part C providers
agencies

Availability and/or access to specialized services (e.g., mental health, behaviore
specialists, therapists) to address the needs dftiltiren

Other.DescribeThe Commonwealth of Kentucky has adopted the World Wide Web
Consortium's Web Content Accessibility Guidelines 1.0 Conformance Level "Doéible
https://www.w3.0org/TR/IWAIWEBCONTENT/. In KY, persons with hearing and speech
impairments can contact each agency by using the Kentucky Relay Servicéea toll
telecommunication device for the deaf (TDD). For voice to TDD, ca@4®6057. For TDD
to voice, call 80&48-6056.

2.2 Parental Complaint Process
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The Lead Agency must certify that the state/territory maintains a record of substantiated
parental complaints and makes information regarding such complaints available to the public on
request(658E(c)(2)(C); 98.15(b)(3)). Lead Agencies must also provide a detailed description of
the hotline or similar reporting process for parents to submit complaints about child care
providers; the process for substantiating complaints; the manner in whichelad Agency
maintains a record of substantiated parental complaints; and ways that the Lead Agency makes
information on such parental complaints available to the public on request (98)193.34d)).

5SAO0ONROGS GKS [ SIR ! 3Sifidpeoceas thkodgh iviiickl Gare@sNehnd A YA £ | NJ
submit complaints about child care providers, including a link if it is a-bdsbd process:
Complaints are accepted by telephone, email and fax to Division of Regulated Child C&6£-3082

For complaints regardingll providers, includin@CDF provide@nd nonrCCDF providers,

RSAONROS GKS [SIFR ! 3SyO0éQa LINP OSandredpohdingld A YSE Ay
to complaints Describevhether the process includes monitorirend highight any differences

in processes for CCDF and f@@DF providend licensed and licensexempt providers

Complaints may be submitted via phone, email, fax, grérson to the regional DRCC Enforcement

Branch. The Enforcement Branch, upon receipt cbmplaint or allegation, conducts an investigation

within 30 days using methodology for prioritization of investigations. The process for screening begins

with the intake report information, name of center or provider, name of complainant, description of

complaint situation, who the alleged perpetrator(s) are, how the child was affected, witnesses, hames of

staff or children involved, and what actions were taken by the provider. Once the parent complaint is

documented, a surveyor will offer an unannounaaésit to the child care provider to collect information

2y (GKS LINRPOGARSNDA SELX L YylIiA2y 2F (GKS &AddzZ Gazyo {GF
licensing body will review all needed information (ex. video footage, staff handbooKshefiore making

a decision on whether or not the complaint is substantiated. If the complaint is substantiated, then the

licensing body will work with the provider to create a corrective action plan to resolve the problem.

Certifyby describinghow the LeadAgencymaintainsarecordof substantiatedparental

complaints Highlight any differences in processes for CCDF anCad+ providers and

licensed and licensexempt providersDRCC Regional Enforcement Branch, upon receipt of a
complaint or allegatin, conducts an investigation within 30 days using methodology for prioritization of
investigations. The process for screening begins with the intake report information, name of center or
provider, name of complainant, description of complaint situatiohpwhe alleged perpetrator(s) are,

how was the child affected, witnesses, names of staff or children involved, and what action were taken by
the provider.All investigations are maintained in a Shared Drive upon completion. All complaint
investigations arg@rocessed in the same manner.

Certify bydescribing how the Lead Agency makes information about substantiated parental

complaints available to the public; this information can include the consumer education website
discussed in sectiah3: Information is available to the public through the Public Child Care Search.
https://kynect.ky.gov/benefits/s/childcare-provider?origin=progranpage&language=en_US arent

O2YLIX FAyGa OFy 0SS F2dzyR dzy RSNJ WLy alLISOGA2yazQ 2y (KS
available through an open records request
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2.25

2.3

231

t NPGARS GKS OAdFGA2y G2 GKS [ SI R conpléinfsOe Qa L2 A
The Division of Regulated Child Care processes complaints that stem from multiple sources. DCBS, Division

of Child Care, Kentucky Department of Education and the public are a few of the entities that report

complaints. Complaints may be takenwriting, by phone and via email. The Division of Regulated Child

Care has a priority list that determines levels of priority about the complaint and response times. In

accordance with the list, regional office Human Services Surveyors conduct angati@ston complaints

received. Documentation and findings of the inspection are kept in the Kentucky Integrated Child Care
{eadasSy oYL/ /{0 YR KS 5A@AaA2yY 2F wS3dzZ I SR / KAfR
requirements, and 922 KAR090. Chilecare center licensure, Section.12

Consumer Education Website

States anderritories are required to provide information to parents, the general public, and
when applicable, child care providers throughae website, which isonsumetfriendly and
easily accessible (658E(c)(2)(E){ixtit 98.33 (3) The website must include information to
assist families in understanding theS I R | BoficiQaddpéoceduremcludinglicensing
child care providers. The website infortitan must also include monitoring and inspection
reports foreachprovider, and the quality of each provider (if such information is available for
the provider) (658E(c)(2)(D); 98.33(a)). The website should also provide access to a yearly
statewide reporton the aggregate number afeaths, serious injuries, and the number of cases
of substantiated child abuse that have occurred in child care settirgbelp families access
additional information on finding child care, the website must include contactnmdtion for
local child care and resource referral onggations. It must also include information on how
parents can contact the Lead Agency and other organizations to better understand the
information on the website

To certify, respond to questions 213through 2.3.10 by describing how the Lead Agency meets
these requirements and providbe direct URL/websitéink to the consumer education website
in2.3.11.

Please note that any changes made to the web links provided below in this section after the
COF Plan is approved will require a CCDF Plan amendment.

Descibe howthe LeadAgencyensureshat its websiteis consumetfriendly andeasily

accessible(Note:While there is no Feder&CDIHeefinition for easily acasible, Lead Agencies

may consider asilyaccessible website® be searchable, simple® navigate, written in plain

language, and easy to understapd’ Sy (1 dzO1 &€ Qa 5A@Aaizy 2F [/ KAfR /I NE
website are accessible. All pages are accessible to individualsigathililies in accordance with Section

508 of the Rehabilitation Act. Images on our website are accompanied by alternative text describing

ANF LIKAOA® L ff adGFFTFT YSYOSNBR sK2 ONBLFGISKkSRAG O2ydSyi
training to be asite editor. Training consists of using proper website styles, avoiding grammatical errors,

FYR FftAIYyYSYyild sAGK {SOGA2Yy pnyd 'ttt 6So0aiisSa dzyRSNEH
of Technology Services. The audit does consist of ensutilagngliage on our website is under a sixth

INI RS NBIFIRAYy3 fS@St FyR y2 WONRB|{SYy fAyl1aQ | NB TF2dzyR
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2.3.2 Describehow the websiteensureghe widestpossibleaccesgo servicedor familiesthat speak
languages other than Engli€8.33(a))CHFS makes Language Access Services available to persons
with Limited English Proficiency. Interpretation is provided foéeharge to clients of the Cabinet.
Language Access staff provide translation of written materials as well as interpreter seovidesdt
communication.Spanish interpreters are available by callir§7-891-9557 (tolHree). Some forms and
resources on our website pages are translated into Spaifitsh primary language offered is Spanish, but
information is readily available ifé top nine most common languages in Kentucky. In the event there is
an interpretation need for a less common language, the Language Access staff will assist with
identification of interpreters. DCBS and its contractual partners follow the CHFS OffiemahHResource
Management's procedures for providing Language Access Services to client with LEP. Other languages
common in Kentucky's population include Viethamese, Somalian, and Russiadividuals who speak
other languages can call866-291-8931 fa an interpreter (including Spanish).This phone number is listed
on our home page.Click or tap here to enter text.

2.3.3 Describe how the website ensures the widest possible access to services for pétsons
disabilities:We strive to ensure the pages our website are accessible to individuals with disabilities.
Every effort has been made to ensure the pages are accessible to individuals with disabilities in
accordance with Section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act. Furthermore, the Commonwealth of Kehas
adopted the World Wide Web Consortium's Web Content Accessibility Guidelines 1.0 Conformance Level
"DoubleA". Persons with hearing and speech impairments can contact each agency by using the Kentucky
Relay Service, a tdllee telecommunication ddee for the deaf (TDD). For voice to TDD, calt@o®
6057. For TDD to voice, call 8648-6056.

2.3.4 Providethe specific website links to the descriptions of thead Agendy @rocesses related to
child care

A required component of the consumer educatioebsite is a description of Lead Agency
policies and procedures relating to child care (98.33(a)(1)). This information includes a
description of how the state/territory licenses child care, a rationale for exempting providers
from licensing requirementshe procedure for conducting monitoring and inspections of
providers, and the policies and procedures related to criminal background checks.

a. Providethe direct URL/website link thow the Lead Agency licenses child care providers,
including the rationaléor exempting certain providers from licensing requirements, as
describedin subsection 2: Child Care Provider Information
Regulation922 KAR 2:09Childcare licensure

b. Providethe direct URL/websitéink to the processegor conductingmonitoringand
inspectionsof child careproviders, as described gubsection 5.4
https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dcbs/dcc/Pages/abuseinjurydataandinspection.dgpgulation:
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/090.pdf The Division of Regulated Child Care
(DRCC) website linkttps://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/os/oig/drcc/Pages/default.aspRC is our partner
who employees surveyor that conduct the monitoring and inspections, therefore they also provide
more indepth resources on their website page.

c. Provide thedirect URL/websitdink to the policies and procedures related to criminal
badkground checks for staffiembersof childcareproviders as described in 5.5.2.
https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dcbs/dcc/Pages/nationalbackgroundcheck.aspx

d. Provide the direct URL/website link tioe offensesthat preventindividualsfrom being
employed by a child care provider or receiving CCDF funds, as descrijpesiions5.5 .4
https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dcbs/dcc/Pages/nationalbackgroundcheck.d3pgulation referenced
on website pag®22 KAR 2:280 Background checks for child care Section 6.
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/280.pdf
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https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dcbs/dcc/Pages/childcareproviderinfo.aspx
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2.3.5 How does the Lead Agency podbaalizedist of providerssearchable by zip codm its
website?

The consumer education website must include a list of all licensed proy®G3 (a)(2) A

the discretion of the Lead Agency, all providers eligible to deliver CCDF services, identified as
either licensed or licensexempt can be includedProviders caring for children to whom they

are related do not need to be included. The list of provideust be searchable by ZIP Code.

a. Provide the website link to the list of child care provideesrchable by |Pcode
https://kynect.ky.gov/benefits/s/chilécareprovider?origin=progranpage&language=en_US

b. In addition to the licensed providers thatearequired to be included in your searchable list,
aretherek RRAGA2Y I f LINRPGARSNA AyOf dzZRSR Ay (KS
providers (please check all that apfly)

i. Licenseexempt centetbased CCDgroviders

ii. Licenseexemptfamily child care (FCC) CQibéviders
iii. Licenseexempt norCCDIproviders

iv. Relative CCDF child careviders

v. Other.DescribeClick or tap here to enter text.

S 5 51 5 5

c. ldentify what informational elements, if any, are available in the clealble results. Note:
Quality information (if available) and monitoring results are required on the website but are
not required to be a part of the search results. Check the box when information is provided.

Provider Information Available in SearchablesiRes
. License
License Exempt )
Exempt copp | License Relative
AllLicenseq CCDF o Exempt CCDF
Providers | Center amly  INonccr | Providers
Child Care .
based Providers
. Home
Providers .
Providers

Contactinformation H N 4 A A
Enroliment capacity H N 4 A A
Hours, days and months of H 5 ¥ 5 5
operation n n n n
Provider education and training N N 4 N N
Languages spoken by the 5 5 ¥ 5 5
caregiver n n n d N
Quality information H 4 A 4] A
Monitoring reports H 4 A 4] A
Willingness to accept CCDF H 5 5 5 5
certificates. n n N N
Ages of children served 'H N N A A

d. Other information included for:
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AllLicensed providersost (Fultime and Paritime). If transportation is available.
Any Accreditationg-ood Permit.

ii. Licenseexempt CCDF centéasedproviders.Click or tap here to enter text.
iii. Licenseexempt CCDF family chitdreproviders Click or tap here to enter text
iv. Licenseexempt, nonRCCDF provider§ilick or tap here tenter text.

D1 51 S 5

v. Relative CCDF providefSick or tap here to enter text.

2.3.6 Lead Agencies must also identify specific quality information on each child care provider for
whom they have this information. The type of information provided is determinetthéy.ead
Agency, and it should help families easily understand whether a provider offers services that
meet Lead Agenegpecific best practices and standards or a nationally recognized, research
basedsetof criteria. Providerspecificquality information mustonly be postedonthe consumer
website if it is available for the individyadovider.

a. Whatinformationdoesthe LeadAgencyprovide on the website taleterminequality ratingsor
other qualityinformation?

T

i. Quality rating and improvemerstystem

ii. National accreditation

iii. Enhanced licensingystem

iv. Meeting Head Start/Early Head Start Program Perform&taadards
v. MeetingPrekindergartenquality requirements

vi. Schoolage standards, wherapplicable

vii. Other.DescribeClick or tap here to enter text.

51 51 51 51 S I'

b. For what types of providers are quality ratings or other indicators of qualdjlable?
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‘H i. Licensed CCDF providers. Describe the quafilymation:
The Kentucky All STARS tiered quaditing and improvement system consists of 5 stars,
with 3 to 5 stars considered high quality. Quality rasimge reflected in th€hild Care Provider
Search. Participation in All STARS is mandatory for providers receiving public funds

'H ii. Licersed nonRCCDF providers. Describe the quafifprmation:
Providers not receiving public funds may @pit of Kentucky All STARS. Providen® have
opted-out are listed in the Child Care Provider Search as "Not Patrticipating.”

4 iii. LicenseexemptcenterbasedCCDIproviders.Describehe qualityinformation:
Click or tap here to enter text.

4 iv. LicenseexemptFCGCCDIproviders.Describehe qualityinformation:
Click or tap here to enter text.

A v. Licenseexemptnon-CCDIproviders.Describeghe qualityinformation:

Click or tap here to enter text.

n vii. Relative child care providers. Describe the qualfiyrmation:
Click or tap here to enter text.

n viii. Other.DescribeClick or tap here tenter text.

2.3.7 Lead Agenciesiustpost monitoring and inspection reports on the consumer education website
for each licensed provider and for each a@fative provider eligible to provide CCDF services.
These reports must includbe results of required anual monitoring visitsand visits due to
YI22NJ 4dz0adFyadAlrGSR O2YLIX I Ayda lo2dzi I LINBJARS
requirements and child care policies full report covers everything in the monitoring visit,
including areas of compliaa@and nonrcompliance. If the state does not produce any reports
that include areas of compliance, the website must include information about all areas covered
by a monitoring visit (e.g., by posting a blank checklist used by monitors).

The reports must bé plain languager provide a plain language summaag defined by the

state orterritory, and be timely to ensure that the results of the reports are available and easily
understood by parents when they are deciding on a child care provider. Ageties must

post at least 3 years of reports

Certify by responding to the questions below:
a. Does the Lead Agency p8@gtheck one):

'H i. Full monitoring reports that include areas of compliance and-compliance

A ii. Monitoring reports that inclug areas of norcompliance only, with information
about all areas covered by a monitoring visit posted separately on the website (e.g.,
a blank checklist used by monitordlote: This option is only allowable if the
state/territory does not produce monitang reports that include both areas of
compliance and noicompliance. If checked, provide direct URL/websitéink to
the website where a blank checklist is postédick or tap here to enter text.
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b. Check to certify that the monitoring andspection reports andif necessarytheir plain
languagesummaries include:

‘H  Date ofinspection

'H  Health and safety violations, including those violations that resulted in fatatities
serious injuries occurring at the provider. Describe libase health and safety
violations are prominently displayegroviders are required to post Inspection reports
in a conspicuous place; electronic copies of the inspection reports are available to the
public.; and all inspection reports may be obtainedoingh open records requests

‘H  Corrective action plans taken by teete and/or child care provideDescribe
2 KSYy | @A2tlGA2y A& ARSYOGAFASR FyR (KS
O2NNBOGA2Yy Q 6t h/ 0violatioh vias ab&ed OTha BOE #s rekiévéd biji
DRCC to ensure the plan meets the requirements for a corrective action. Once accept
the POC is available for review in the same methods as described for the Inspection.re

'H A minimum of 3 yearsf results where available

c. How and where are reports posted in a timely manner? Specifically, provide the Lead
1 3Sy0eQa RSTFAYAGAZ2Y 2F adGAYSt addotsyhitnarRS a ONR 6 S
are posted within its timeframe. Note: While Lead 8y OA Sa YIF & RSTAYS daGAYS
recommend Lead Agencies update results as soon as possible and no later than 90 days after
an inspection or corrective action is taken.

i. Providethe direct URLWebsitelink to wherethe reports are posted
https://kynect.ky.gov/benefits/s/chilecareprovider?origin=progranpage&language=en_US

ii. Describe howhe LeadAgency defines timely posting of monitoring repofise Inspection
Reports are available for public viewing as soon as the inspection pracelssling the drafting of
the report and management review, has been completed. If an inspection did not result in findings
of non-compliance, the report would be reviewed and available within approximately ten days. If
non-compliant items were identiéd in the inspection, the inspection report is sent to the provider
and they respond with a plan of correction. Once an acceptable plan has been received by the
division, the report is made available to the public. Timeframes vary depending on the nafmbe
times the POC is submitted and/or returned to the provider for revisions (maximum of three
permitted by regulation). Providers have 45 days to provide an acceptable POC.

d. Monitoring and inspection reportsr the summaries must b& plainlanguageto meet the
CCDF regulatory requiremern(&3.33 (a)(4))

. t NPOARS GKS [SIR ! 3SyO0adal REFANA EBRAY / 2FY drtilo)
of Technology Servicgtandards, we define plain language to mean materials are written at a 6th
grade reading level and accessible to a broad audience.

ii. Describe how the monitoring and inspection reports or the summaries are in plain
languageSame as above: Perourkez® | @ Qa / 2YYdzyAOF GA2yY hFFAOS 27F
G2NRGS G2 FO0O2YY2RIFGS GKS fAGSNIOe fS@gSta 2F Y2a
written at no greater than a sixtgrade reading level.

e. Describe he process for correcting inaccuraciegeports(98.33 (a)(4))
The surveyor completes the inspection/investigation and submits the report including related
documentation for management review. Managers review for inaccuracies in citations. If an error or
correction is needed, the surveyoompletes the correction prior to the report being issued to the
provider. Errors such as incorrect citations should be identified prior to going to provider. If an error
is identified after issuance, the correction is made and a corrected inspeejmntris created. The
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original inspection report with the error would be replaced by the corrected version. Only the final,
corrected version would be maintained as part of the record.

f. Describe he process for providers to appeal the findings in reports. Description of the
process should include the time requirements and timeframes for:

1 filing the appeal
' conductingthe investigation

1 removal of any violations froithe websitedeterminedon appealto be unfounded.
For inspections related to a denial, revocation, suspension or civil penalty, the licensee has
the right to appeal. A written request must be submitted to the Division of Regulated Child
Care within twenty days of the notice of w&rse action. The provider may request an
Informal Dispute Resolution (IDR) process or a hearing. If the providers requests an IDR, a
regional program manager will review the deficiency in dispute, the reason the licensee has
disputed the deficiency antthen meet with the provider within ten calendar days of receipt
of the request by the cabinet. Following the IDR meeting, the regional program manager or
designee will issue a decision within ten calendar days. The licensee may accept the IDR
determination or proceed to a hearing. All allegations are screened to see if specific
regulatory criteria are met and for those who meet the criteria, an investigation is
conducted. Any amendments or changes to a statement of deficiency (related to an adverse
action) would be updated in the system. The original report would be edited and the final
corrected copy would be maintained for public viewing.

g. Describe the process for maintaining monitorengd inspectiorreports on the website.
Specifically, provide thminimum number of years reports are posted and the policy for
removing reports (98.33(a)(4)(ivhurveyors in the Division of Regulated Child Care enter the
inspection and monitoring information into a system database. Then theseelice portal usea real
time service call to pull the reports to display on the Public Child Care Search. Currently, there is no
minimum number of years monitoring or inspection reports are purged.

2.3.8 Aggregate data on serious injuries, deaths, and substantiated cases of child abuse that have

occurred in child care settings each year must be pobiedead Agenciem the consumer
education websitg98.33(a)(5)) The serious incident aggregate data slidnclude information
about any child in the care of a provider eligible to receive CCDF, not just children receiving
subsidies.

Thisaggregatanformation on seriousinjuriesand deathsmustbe separatal by categoryof care
(e.g.centers, family childcare homesand inrhome car@ and licensing statug.e. licensed or
licenseexempt)for all eligible CCDF providen the state.The information on instances of
substantiated chilgbuse does not have to be organized by category of care or licensing.stat
Information should also includie total number of childrerregulated to be cared fdoy

provider type and licensing stat81 FR, p. 6747,/90 that families can view the serious
injuries, deaths, and substantiated cases of abuse data in cofitextaggregate report should
not includeindividual providesspecific information onames.

a. Certify by providing:

i. The designated entity to which child care providers must submit reports of any serious
injuries or deaths of children occurring in child care 184ff)) and describe how thead
Agency obtains the aggregate data from #rity. Regulation requires a provider to report
accident or injury requiring medical care within 24 hours from time of incident to the IDGB$on
of Protection and Permanency, DEB&ision of Child Care, and GD&ision of Regulated Child
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2.3.9

2.3.10

Care. A child fatay must be reported within one houR22 KAR 2:090 Child Care Licensure,
Section 12. 922 KAR 2:100 Certification of Family Child Care Homes, SecTioa C8ild
Protection Branch maintains records and prepares the Child Fatality/Near Fatality Anpoal Re
available to interdepartmental agencies and the public.

i. ¢KS RSTAYAUGA2Y 2F aqadzomadlydAlriSR OKAfR |
requirementYw{ cnn®nun RSFAYSa | yO2XKAR HABE Ghildpidective 3
services, defies substantiated as an admission of abuse or neglect by the person responsible or a

judicial finding of child abuse or neglect or a preponderance of evidence exists that abuse or
neglect was committed by the caretaker.

ii. tKS RSTAYAUIARF:2d2488RSBRBR2AZASAY 8HzR | ASy Oe
922 KRS 2:090 defines an injury as an accident or injury to a child that requires medical care
initiated by the childOl NB OSYy (i SNJ 2NJ 6KS OKAf RQa LI NByilo

b. Certifyby checking below that the requireelements are included in the Aggregate Data

Reporton serioudncident datathat have occurred in child care settings eachryea

'H i. the total number of serious injuries of children in care by provider
category/licensing status
ii. the total number of deathsf children incare by provider category/licensing statL

iii. the total number of substantiatethstancesf child abuse in child care settings
iv. the total number of children in care by provider category/licensing status
c. Provide the website link to the page where the aggregate number of serious injuries, deaths,

and substantiated instances of child abuse are posted.
https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dcbs/dcc/Pages/abuseinjurydataandinspection.aspx

The onsumer education website must include contact information on referrals to local child
care resource and referral organizations (98.33 (a)(6)). How does the Lead Agency provide
referrals to local CCR&R agencies through the consumer education websitelb®asadr

include a website link to this informationiformation on our child care resource and referral partners
can be found on our DCC consumer education pages, and on the public child care search website page.
https://kynect.ky.gov/benefits/s/progranpage?language=en_US&program=CC

The consumer education website must include information on how parents can contact the Lead
Agency, or its designee, or other prograthat can help the parent understand information
included on the website (98.33 (a)(7)). Describe and include a website link to this information:
All contact information is at the bottom of each page. Per the design of our website, and all Department
for/ 2YYdzy Atie . I aSR { SNIWAOSa Al AyOfdRSa GKS yl YS
and office address. Link to the Home Pauttps://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dcbs/dcc/Pages/default.aspx
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https://kynect.ky.gov/benefits/s/program-page?language=en_US&program=CC

2311t NP GARS (GKS ¢So0aAiidsS f mefdducat®dn vielisie. NoB:IAR ! 3Sy O& Qa
amendment is required if this website changes.
https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dcbs/dcc/Pages/default.aspx

2.4  Additional Consumer and Provider Education

Lead Agencies are required to certify that they will collect disdeminate information about

the full diversity of child care services to promote parental choice to parents of eligible children,
the general public, and where applicable, child care providers. In addition to the consumer
education website, the consumeducation information can be provided through CCR&R
organizations or through direct conversations with eligibility case workers and child care
providers. Outreach and counseling can also be effectively provided via information sessions or
intake processefor families (658E(c)(2)(E); 98.15(b)(4); 98.33(b)).

In questions 2.4.1 through 2.4.5, certify by describing:

2.4.1 How the Lead Agency shares information with eligible parents, the general public, and where
applicable, child care providers about the availapitit child care services provided through
CCDF and other programs for which the family may be eligible, such aPrefktedergarten as
well as the availability of financial assistance to obtain child care services. At a minimum,
describe what is provide(e.g., such methods as written materials, the website, and direct
communications) and how information is tailored for these audiencésimation for families
receiving CCDF and information for the public on our services can be found in multiple vpelggiteand
through other avenues such as social media. Kentucky uses a unified system for all programs, which is
https://kynect.ky.gov/benefits/s/?language=en_USamilies can use the presereng tool found on the
home page. This allows families to determine all the programs they may be eligible for: Health Assistance,
Food Assistance, Financial Assistance, Child Care Assistance and Health Insurance. For families that visit
face to face witha Department for Community Based caseworker, the interview will consist of
determining all the programs a family is eligible to enroll and receive benefits. Kentucky also uses social
media platforms to reach families. The Kentucky Cabinet for Health andyFaervices (CHFS) and the
Kentucky Department for Community Based Services (DCBS) has a Twitter and Facebook page. These
social media platforms allow for frequent sharing of information on all services and changes. DCC
frequently posts to the DCBS sdaizedia pages on our various services. DCC has also videotaped
YouTube videos on services and in return, those YouTube videos have been shared to our social media
accounts.

2.4.2 Howdoesthe Lead Agency provide the required information about the feitey programs and
benefits to the parents of eligible children, the general public, and where applicable, pr&viders
Certify by describing for each program listed belaiva minimum, what information is
provided, how the information is providedndhow the informationistailoredto avariety of
audienceslincludeanypartners who assist in providing thiormation.

a. Temporary Assistance for Needy Famiiesgram:information is available on our consumer
education website on the Parent Information pageéhich will take you to the Kentucky Transitional
Assistance Program page (KTAP). Information is also shared in person in all local Department for
I 2YYdzyAle . FaSR {SNBWAOSa 065/ .{0 2FFAOSas GKNRdIzZAK
Facebook pagand Twitter page

b. Head Start and Early Head Stambgrams:Information is available on our consumer education
$6S0aAritS 2y GKS tINBYyG LYF2NXYIGA2Yy LI IS 1 faz2 2y
and their Facebook page. Information is gisovided at application for child care assistance.
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Low Income Home Energy Assistance ProdtdRiEAP)nformation is available on our
consumer education website on the Parent Information page. In addition, information on this program
is shared irperson in all DCBS offices and through DCBS social media accounts

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Progré®NA) Information is available on our consumer
education website on the Parent Information page. In addition, information on this programrisdsha
in person in all DCBS offices and through DCBS social media accounts.

Women, Infants, and Children Program (WIC) progiafiarmation is available on our consumer

education website on the Parent Information page. In addition, information on tlligram is shared

in all DCBS offices and through DCBS social media accounts. Information can also be found in person in

Fff YSyiddzO1eqQa f20Ff I SFEftdK 5SLINIYSyda FyR @F NR2
pages.

Child and Adult Care Fo®dogiam (CACFP)nformation is provided with provider license and

certification application and Kentucky Department of Education webAitenk to the program is on

our consumer education home page. The Central KY Community Action Council shares inforiaation v

their social media accounts.

aSRAOIAR | YR [/ KAf RNXB Yy @HIP)hiGrhaforiikprolidytatdzNlcayo® S t NP =
for child care assistance. Information is available on our consumer education website on the Parent

Information page. lraddition, information on this program is shared through DCBS social media

accounts

Programs carried out under IDEA Part B, Section 619 an€Part

Information provided at application for child care assistance. Information is also available on our

consuner education website on the Parent Information page. The Kentucky Department of Education

FYR 5SLI NIYSYydG F2NJtdzotAO | SHEGK faz2z akKlkNBa AyTF2l
Early Childhood also shares information via their website andifemk page
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2.4.3 Describe how the Lead Agency makes information avaitalpparents, providers and the
generalpubli y NB &SFNOK yR 06Said LINFOGAOSE O2yOSNYyAy
physical health and development, particularly healthy eating pimgbical activity and
information about successful parent and family engagement. The description should include:

1 what information is provided

1 how the information is provided

1 how the information is tailored to a variety of audiencexluding:
0 parents
0 providers
o the general public

9 any partners in providing thisformation

Description:The Division of Child Care is developing and distributing content to Kentucky Credentialed
Trainers concerning best practices on handling special needs in the early childhood setting. The Division
of Child Care will be hosting training of the trainer s&ss over the course of three (3) years to raise
awareness of child development needs, resources, parent communication, and equity for young children
with special needs in the early childhood setting. After determining focus topics, for example
Introduction to Early Intervention in Kentucky, Communicating with Parents of Children with Special
Needs and Autism 101, the Professional Development Team forms teams of field professionals
throughout the state to develop the training content. A member of thedbovi of Child Care Professional
Development staff leads these teams. Trainings are developed and distributed by a member of the
Professional Development team. These individuals also adh&@22d&AR 2:24Rentucky Early Care and
9RdzOF GA2Y ¢NI AYSNRa / NBEWRISCdra Aware of KefitRckylcdllhbbrstds yith The LILINE @ |
Division of Child Care to share the information via the Trainer ListServ and quarterly Trainer Talk
Newsletter. See link: https://www.childcareawareky.org/tseriesfrom-dcc/. All Department for Public

Health regional offices provide child find/referral information for both HANDS and First Steps to the
general public but target parents, physicians (famoly/gyn, and pediatricians), birthing hospitals, child

care and other state programs serving young children. The information packets include developmental
milestones, access to developmental screening, and how to refer children to HANDS and/or First Steps.
Some offices use social media to further the spread of information. A couple of offices use billboards.
When allowed, regional offices often participate in community activities such as baby shadwers.

Division of Child Care partners with the Govern@fce of Early Childhood and the Division of Regulated
Child Care to provide parents, providers, and the general public access tbaseld information and
electronic newsletters. Parents have access to electronic resources, including newsletters goétent

and additional print ready materials with tips and information regarding child development. The Division
of Child Care partners with the University of Kentucky Human Development Institute to administer the
statewide Child Care Aware Resource anteRal Network of Services, which provides technical

assistance regarding health and safety and quality child care. The network includes content coordinators
who maintain expertise in current best practice in order to equip technical assistance coathésewi
resources necessary to encourage providers to share information with parents of the children they serve.

244 DSAONAROGS K2g AYF2NXIGA2Y 2y (KS -gn&ibnRladdaSy Oe Qa
behavioral issues and mental health of younddrien, includingpositive behavioral intervention
and support models based on research and best practices for those from birth to school age, are
shared with families, providers, and the general public. At a minimum, include

1 what information is provided,
1 how the information is provided, and
1 how information is tailored to a variety of audiencesd
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2.5

1 include any partners in providing this information.
Description:For Families/Providers/Publithe Early Childhood Mental Health Program is co
administered by the Department for Behavioral Health, Developmental and Intellectual Disabilities and
the Department for Public Health. ECMHP supports Early Childhood Mental Health Specialist staff
positionsin all fourteen of the CMHCs. The goal for the Early Childhood Specialist is to build regional
capacity to better meet the social, emotional, and behavioral needs of children birth through five and
their families. The ECMHP can support childcare prograrssveral ways. Our Specialist offer a variety of
trainings such as Early Childhood Development Attachment, Environmental Strategies, KY Strengthening
Families, Connect the Dots, and others. ECMH Specialist can also provide program deuethild
observatons/consultation, assessments/screenings, individual and/or group therapy.
https://dbhdid.ky.gov/dbh/ecmh.aspxFor ProvidersThe Division of Child Care is developing and
distributing content to Ketucky Credentialed Trainers concerning best practices on handling special
needs in the early childhood setting. The Division of Child Care will be hosting training of the trainer
sessions over the course of three (3) years to raise awareness of chdlbpleent needs, resources,
parent communication, and equity for young children with special needs in the early childhood setting.
After determining focus topics, for example Introduction to Early Intervention in Kentucky,
Communicating with Parents of @iren with Special Needs and Autism 101, the Professional
Development Team forms teams of field professionals throughout the state to develop the training
content. A member of the Division of Child Care Professional Development staff leads these teams.
Trainings are developed and distributed by a member of the Professional Development team. These
individuals also adhere 822 KAR 2:248 Sy (i dzO1 & 9 F NX & / I NB enfaRan® RdzOl G A2y
training approval.

5S40NAO6S GKS [SIR ! 3SyoOeQa LRtAOASa G2 LINB@Syi
birth to age5 in child careandother earlychildhoodprogramsreceivingCCDRunds (98.16(ee)),
includinghow those policiesare sharedwith families,providers,andthe generalpublic.

Kentucky Child Care Aware Coaches provide technical assistance to prevent and address discipline issues

in child care programs and recommend best practices to develop policies that suppoNBhyfdQ a&- & 2 OA | f
emotional and behavioral health to prevent suspension and expulsion from early childhood programs.

Connect the Dots is a joint collaboration between multiple early education and mental health specialists

across Kentucky. The collaboration vibaslt to address a common need: The need for a short yet

powerful skillsbased training teaching the basics of social and emotional best practices. Connect the Dots
highlights 4 easy to remember steps to address challenging behaviors. The 4 steps endumotiptss

G o DISIA Yy ITE | yR2 KBS BB TOKAT RNBY (2 SyadaNB aiaNRy3 az2 oA
success in school and life. Connect the Dots resources and trainings are for anyone who works with

children ages two to five years old. httpssévw.kentuckycchc.org/posterBandoutsl/

Procedures for Providing Information on Developmental Screenings

Lead Agencies are required to provide information on developmental screewipgsents, the
general public and, when applicable, child care providefermationshould include:

9 Existingesources and services that th&te canuse in conducting developmental
screenings and providing referrals to services for children whowveadiild care
assistance.

1 Lead Agencies must also include a description of how a family or child care provider can
use these resources and services to obtain developmental screenings for children who
receive subsidies and who might be at risk of cogaitir other developmental delays,
which can include social, emotional, physical, or linguistic delays (658E(c)(2)(E)(ii)).

This information about the resources can include the Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnosis,
and Treatment program under the Medidgprogram carried out under title XIX of the Social
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Security Act and developmental screening services available under IDEA Part B, Section 619 and
Part C, in conducting those developmental screenings and in providing referrals to services for
children whoreceive subsidied.ead Agencies are required to provide this information to

eligible families during CCDF intake and to child care providers through training and education

(98.33(c))Information ondevelopmental screenings, as other consumer educatiforination,

should be accessible for individuals with limited English proficiency and individuals with
disabilities.

2.5.1 Certify bydescribing:

a.

How the Lead Agency collects and disseminates information on existing resources and
servicesavailablefor conductirg developmentakcreeningso CCDIparents, thegeneral

public, and where applicable, child care provid@&15(b)(3)).

DCC collaborates with The Early Childhood Mental Health Prograawincimistered by the

Department for Behavioral HealtBevelopmental and Intellectual Disabilities and the Department for
Public Health. ECMH Specialist can also provide program andest@ldbservations/consultation,
assessments/screenings, individual and/or group therapy. The Kentucky All STARS #étgdating

and improvement system is a 5 star hybrid system that groups standards under four domains. The
Classroom and Instructional Quality Domain includes completing a developmental screening within 90
days of enrollment and making a referral if need@he system is intended to allow parents the ability

to compare quality across all early care and education programs, including child care, public preschool,
and Head Start. The lead agency works in close partnership with the Kentucky Child Care Aware
coaches to ensure providers have access to resources for conducting developmental screenings, as
well as relevant professional development opportunities.

The procedures for providing information on and referring families and childocavéders to

the Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnosis, and Treatment program unddetheaid

progrant carried out under Title XIX of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1396 etagat].)
developmentabkcreeningservicesavailableunderPartB, Section619and PartCof the

Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (20 U.S.C. 1419, 148d).¢t

The Kentucky Division of Child Care promotes the referral of children to First Steps Early Intervention
System that serves children from birth to age three who may have aa@wental delay or a

particular medical condition that is known to cause a developmental delay. First Steps services are
provided statewide and are coordinated by the Kentucky Department for Public Health. The First Steps
program provides a variety of séces and supports including service coordination, evaluation,
assessment, developmental intervention, occupational therapy, speech therapy, physical therapy,
audiology services, vision services, and nutrition counseling. Once determined eligible through
comprehensive screening and assessment, families must pay a participation fee based on the family's
total household income and household size. No family is denied services due to the lack of insurance
or inability to pay

How the Lead Agency gives inforina on developmental screenings to parerdgseiving a
subsidy as part of the intake process. Include the information provided, ways it is provided,
and any partners in thisork. Upon intake, Child Care providers may make referrals to Early
Childhood Metal Health (ECMH) consultation services through the Kentucky Department for
Behavioral Health, Developmental and Intellectual Disabilities and the Department for Public Health
within the Cabinet for Health and Family Services. The ECMH Program provigiestpend chile

level consultation on social, emotional, and behavioral issues that serve children birth through age five
and their families including evaluation, assessment, and therapeutic services. In an effort to support
timely developmental screeningthe All STARS tiered quality rating and improvement system has
integrated developmental screening practices into the standards of quality. Information on All STARS is
provided to the parent upon intake.
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d.

How CCDF families or child care providers réngi€CDF can use the available resources and
servicedo obtaindevelopmentakcreeninggor CCDEhildrenat riskfor cognitiveor other
developmentablelays.Families and child care providers have access to multiple agencies and/or
programs within CHHSr screening and assessment. These programs include First Steps Early
Intervention System, the Early Childhood Mental Health Program, and the Early and Periodic
Screening, Diagnosis and Treatment (EPSDT) Program. Each of these programs acceptgoeferrals f
child care providers and/or individuals who may have a developmental and/or cognitive delay
Howchild careprovidersreceivethis informationthroughtrainingandprofessional
development.Through Child Care Aware Network Servich#d careproviders are assigned coaches

to focus on health and safety, quality, and professional development. Each Child Care Aware coach is
knowledgeable in developmental screenings and can provide technical assistance for screening
implementation, family involveent in screening, and the screening referral process. The process
includes a needs assessment/selfaluation, a technical assistance plan, and an
action/implementation plan. In addition to these services, Child Care Aware coaches provide
information onavailable training in developmental screening.

Provide the citation for this policy and procedure related to providing information
developmentakcreenings922 KAR 2:270 Kentucky All STARS aiiitgedGraduated Early

Childhood Rating System for ésed Child Care Centers and Certified Family Child Care Homes
Section 4.

2.6  Consumer Statement for Parents Receiving CCDF Funds

Lead Agencies must provide CCDF parents with a consumer statement in hard copy or
electronically (such as referral to a conser education website) that contains specific
information about the child care provider they sel¢@8.33 d) Please note that if the consumer
statement is provided electronically, Lead Agencies should consideriegthe statement is
accessible to pants, including parents with limited access to the internet, and that parents
have a way to contact someone to address their questions.

2.6.1 Certify by describing:

d.

Howand whenthe Lead Agency provides parents receiving CCDF funds with a consumer
statementidentifying the requirements for providers and the health and safety record of the
provider they have selectednytime an application is initiated the client receives forms DCZ

(Facts about Kentucky All STARS) andT1G(Facts about the Child Cakssistance Program). These
forms serve as the parent referral service to aid the client in choosing a quality child care provider and
leads them to information regarding the provider.

Certify by checking below the specific information provided to fasikither in hard copy or
electronically Note: The consumer statement must include the eight requirements listed in
the table below.
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Health and safety requirements met by the provider
Licensing or regulatory requirements met by the provider
Date the provider was last inspected

Any history of violations of these requirements

Any voluntary quality standards met by the provider

How CCDF subsidies are designed to promote equal access

How to submit a complaint through tHeotline

I T T £ £ T I I

How to contact a local resource and referral agency or other commbaited
organization to receive assistance in finding and enrolling in quality child care

c. Provide a link to a sample consumer statement or a description if a link &valatble.
DCGl12andDC@ Mo 2y GKS o62iddG2Y 2F GKS LI 3IST dzy RSNJ w52 0Od
https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dcbs/dcc/Pages/ccap.aspx

3 Provide Stable Child Care Financial Assistance to Families

3.1

In providing child care assistance to families, Lead Ageamta®quired to implement these

policies and procedures: a minimum-f#nth eligibility and redetermination period, a process

G2 | 002dzyd F2NJ ANNBIdzf I NJ Ff dzOldzr GA2ya Ay SI NYA
are not disrupted by prograneguirements, policies to provide for a job search of no fethan

3 months if the Lead Agency exercises the option to discontinue assistance, and policies for the
graduated phaseut of assistance. In additiothe Lead Agency is also required to describe

procedures for the enrollment of children experiencing homelessnedsiaapplicablechildren

in foster care.

Note: Lead Agencies are not prohibited from establishing policies that extend eligibility beyond
12 months to align program requirements. For example, Lead Agencies can allow children
enrolled in Head Start, Early Head Start, state or IBeindergarten and other collaborative
programs to finish the program year, similarly, parents enrolled in school can have eligibility
extended to allow parents to finish their school ye@his typeof policy promotes continuity for
families receiving services thugh multiple benefit programs.

In this section, Lead Agencies will identify how they define eligible children and families and how

the Lead Agency improves access for vulnerable children and families. This section also

addresses the policies that proteceaNJ A Y3 FlF YAT AS& YR RSOSNXYAYS |
child care payment.

Note: When asked for citations, responses can include state statute, regulations, administrative
rules, policy manuals or policy issuances. See the Introduction orddagenore detail.

Eligible Children and Families

At the time when eligibility is determined or redetermined, children must (1) be younger than
age 13; (2) reside with a family whose income does not exceed 85 percentsbat#@ median
income for a family bthe same size and whose family assets do not exceed $1,000,000 (as
certified by a member of said family); and (3)(a) reside with a parent or parents who are working
or attending a job training or educational program or (b) receives, or needs to receive,
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protective services and resides with a parent or parents not described in (3)(a) (6§58P(4)
98.20(a).

3.1.1 Eligibility criteria Age of children served

a. The CCDF program serves children fiofweeks/months/years) through2 years (under age
13).Note:Donot include children incapable of selére or under court supervision, who are
reported below in (b) and (c).

b. Does the Lead Agency allow C@Dided child care for children ages 13 and older but below
age 19 who are physically and/or mentally incapablsatfcare (658E(c)(3)(B); 658P(3))?

n No

'H Yes, and the upper agelig (may not equal or exceed age 19). If yes, provide the Lead
Agency definition of physical and/or mental incapacity:
Means a child who has multiple or severe functional needgiiring ongoing
specialized care.

c. Does the Lead Agency allow C@xeled child care for children ages 13 and older but below
age 19 who are under court supervision ((658P(3); 658E(c)(3)(B))?

A No
'H Yesand the upper age 83 (may not equal or exceed
age 19).

d. How does the Lead Agency define the following eligibility terms?

i. @ NB & A RAMeaNs gligibl&children who are living with a parent or parents (by
blood, marriage or adoption), including a legal guardian or otherguevath
a0FyYyRAY3 Ay 202 LINByGAaz 2N+ OFNBGK1S
family.

i. a Ay f 2 O2Mehils BBayetakedrélative, a person acting in place of a parent,
including a legal guardian, an individual related by blooakriage, or adoption of a
child or nonrelative, if the norrelative is pursuing legal custody within one year of
application.

3.1.2 Eligibility criteria Reason for care

a. How does the Lead Agency define the following terms for the purposes of deterndQiBdg
eligibility?

i. Definewhatisacceptedd@® 2 NJ Ay 3¢ O0AyOf dzZRAYy3 | OGABAGASE |
Employment means public or private, permanent or temporary work that is
performed for a wage, is sedimployment, or is unpaid such as studésaching,
an internship, or practicum, public or selmployment, permanent or temporary
work. A combination of employment activities can be used to meet the required
number of hoursFor singleparent familiesthe requirement is an average of 20
hours pe week.For two-parent families, the requirement is a combined average
of 40 hours per week unless one adult is mentally or physically unable to provide
care for the children. In those instances, the requirement is an average of 20 hours
per week for the dult able to work. The minimum work requirement for one adult
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in a two-parent family is an average of five hours per week. If apa@nt
household requests child care assistance and one parent is not working due to
being incapacitated, that parent mubktive a doctor's statement indicating they
are unable to care for the child. Recipients of Kentucky Transitional Assistance
Program (KTAP) who need child care while they participate in the Kentucky Works
Program to meet TANF participation requirements traes actively involved with
activities including employment, education, job preparation activities, job search,
or other activities designed to assist the family to attain-sefficiency. Low

income working families, who have suffered loss of employnoerst reduction in
hours due to no fault of their own, may receive child care services for a
subsequent job search to secure new employment farisimum 3 month period.

ii. Definewhatis accepted@sW2 06 GNI AYyAy3dé O6AyOf diRdmes): OG A DA
Recipients of Kentucky Transitional Assistance Prograf\f who need child
care while they participate in the Kentucky Works Program to meet TANF
participation requirements must be actively involved with activities including
employment, edgation, job preparation activities, job search, or other activities
designed to assist the family to attain ssiffficiency. In accordance w22
KAR 2:16Gection 6: Kentucky Works Child Care Eligibility Determination. (1) A
child shall be eligible for CCAP if the child: (a) Resides with an applicant who is
participating in the Kentucky Works Program describe@lih KAR 2:37@&nd (b)
Meets the requirements listed in Section 3 of this administrative regulation. (2) A
child shall be approved for child care assistance by the cabinet in accordance with
subsection (1) of this section withba separate application as an integral part of a
Kentucky Works Program ssalfifficiency plan.

ii. Define whatis accepted @9 RdzOl G A2y ¢ O0AYyOf dzZRAYy3 | OGADBAGAS:
The Lead Agency's definition of "working" is inclusive of ungaid performed as
part of higher education such as a practicum or wsitkdy. The DGEOL, Student
Enrollment and Unpaid Work Verification form, is used to obtain enrollment
information from the school. Other acceptable verification of enroliment includes
a class schedule or a written statement from a school official. This includes full
time enrollment in an accredited school or certified trade school or participation in
the SNAP Education& Training program or fiane enroliment combined with 10
work hours to meet the eligibility requirements for CCAP.

iv. Define what is accepted @#ttending (a job training or educational program) (e.g. travel
time, hours required for associated activities such as study groups, lab experiences, time
for outside clas study or completion of homeworl)pplicants must show 20 hours of
combined work, job training, or education hours in order to qualify for CCAP.
Travel time is not included in work, education, or job training hours.

Does the Lead Agency allow parents to qualify for CCDF assistatite basis of education
and training without additional work requirements?
‘H Yes

5

n No. Ifno, describethe additional work requirementsClick or tap here to enter text.

Does the Lad Agency provide child care ¢bildrenwho receive, or need to receive
protective services?
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No

Yes. If yes

i. PNEPGARS (GKS [SFR ! 3Sy0e Qa TRISmdayshad apery 2 F 4l
and active case in which a child protective chigecontains appropriate
documentation that substantiates child abuse, neglect, dependency or
exploitation. This category may include child care services to prevent abuse,
neglect, or dependency with appropriate supervisory approval.
"Dependency” means thquality of being dependent as defined g&RS
600.020(20: "Dependent child" means any child, other than an abused or
neglected child, who is under improper care, custody, control, or
guardianship that is not due to an intentional act of the parent, guardian, or
person exercising custodial control or supervision ofchid.

A
H

Note: Federal requirements allow other vulnerable children identified by the Lead

' 3Sy0e y20 F2NXItfte Ay OKAfR LINRBGSOGAZ2Y
definition of protective services for CCDF purposes. A Lead Agency may elect to

provide CCDRunded chitl care to children in foster care when foster care parents

are not working or arenotin education/training activities, but this provision should

be included in the protective services definition above.

ii. Are children in foster care considered to be in paiiee services for the purposes
of eligibility at determination?

'H No
N Yes

iii. Does the Lead Agency waive the income eligibility requirements for cases in which
children receive, or need to receive, protective services on alogsase basis

(98.20 (af3)(iixA))?
n  No
H Yes

iv. Does the Lead Agency waive the eligible activity (e.g., work, job training, education,
etc.) requirements for cases in which children receive, or need to receive, protective
services on a cadey-case basis?

n No
‘H Yes

v. Doesthe Lead Agency provide respite care to custodial parents of children in
protective services?

‘H No
A Yes
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3.1.3

a.

Eligibility criteriaFamily Income Limits

Note: The questiogin 3.1.3 relate to initial determination. Redetermination is addressed in
3.1.8and3.2.5.

| 2¢6 R2S& GKS [SIFIR ! 3Sy0eé RSFTAYS aAyO2YSé
initial determination?The money received from statutory benefits, wages,-self
employment, rental property, investments, business operations, etc.

b. Provide the CCDF income eligibility limits in the table belbthe time of initial

determination. Complete columns)and {i) based on maximum eligibility at initial entry into
CCDF. Complete colummig) @nd (v) only ifthe Lead Agency is using imee eligibility limits
lower than 85 percent of the current state median income (SMI) at the initial eligibility
determination point.If the income eligibility limits are not statewide, pleasemplete the
chart below using the most populous area of thetstar territory (defined as the area
serving highest number of CCDF children) iesghond to cbelow the table.

0] (ii) (iii) (iv)
(IF APPLICABLE (IF APPLICABLE
($/Month) (% of SMI)
Maximum Initial of - .
: ) [Divide (ii) by (),

_ 100% of SMI 85% of SMI First Tlgr Income multiply by 100]
Family ($/Month) Limit (or Income Level if
Size ($/Month) | (Multiply (a) by 0.85] Threshold) if Lows

Lowerthan 85% of

IR (B30 el Current SMI
Current SMI

1 0 0 0 0

2 $4403 $3742.55 $2323 53%

3 $5439 $4623.15 $2928 54%

4 $6475 $5503.75 $3533 55%

5 $7511 $6384.35 $4139 55%

¢. If the income eligibility limits are not statewide, describe how many jurisdictions set their

own income eligibility limits and provide the income limit ranges across the jurisdictions (e.g.

range from [lowest limit] to [highest limit])( 98.16(i)(3}A

d. SMI source and yea?020 Census Bureau Median Family Income by Size

Reminder: Income limits must be established and reported in terms of current SMI based on

the most recent data published by the Bureau of the Census (98.20(a)(2)(i)) even if the
federal poverty level is used in implementing the program. SMI guidelines are available at:
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/ocs/resource/liheapn-2020-02-state-medianincomeestimates
for-optionalusefy2020and-mandatoryusefy2021?utm_medium=rss

e. ldentify themost populousarea of thestate (defined as the area servittige highest number

of CCDF childrenised to complete the chaih 3.1.3 b Jefferson County

Whatis the efectivedate for these eligibility limitseported in 3.1.3 B
7/1/21
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g. Provide the citation or link, if available, for the income eligibility limits.
https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dcbs/dcc/Documents/dcc11319.pdf

3.1.4 Lead Agencies are required to ensure that children receiving CCDF funds do not have family
assets that exceed $1,000,000, as certified by a family member (98.20(a)(2)(ii)).

a. Describe how thedmily member certifies that family assets do not exceed $1,000,000 (e.qg.,
a checkoff on the CCDF applicatioi)e Lead Agency requires families to certify that the
family assets do not exceed$1,000,000 by requiring response to this question during
the apgdication process, which may include verification of assets for other public
assistance programs.

b. Does the Lead Agency waive the asset limit on a-bgsmse basis for families defined as
receiving, or in need of, protective services?

A No

'H Yeslf yes, describe the policy or procedure and provide citation:
The Lead Agency does not require verification of assets for protection and
prevention cases. CitatiolAR 2:160 Childare Assistance Program Section 8

(3)

3.1.5 Describe any additional eligibility conditions or rules, which are applied by the Lead Agency
(98.20(b))during

a. eligibility determination CHFS limits any requirements for reporting changes in income
unless the chnge would make a positive change in the case or that the income is
above 85% of the SMI. Families that report a change and their income exceeds the
income limits, but do not exceed 85% of the SMI, will remain eligible until
recertification.

b. eligibility redeterminationAt redetermination, all eligibility factors are reviewed and

dzLJRIF SR a4 YySSRSR® !yeé OKIy3aSa Ay (KS NBO

considered. The family can remain eligible as long as they are still meeting technical

ef AJAOAEAGE NBIJdZANBYSYyia YR O0KSANI INRA&A

200 FPG/Federal Poverty Guideline.

316 [ SFR 1 38y O0ASa INB NBIdANBR (G2 GF18 AyiG2 O2yaiRr

continuity of care when authorizing cthitare services (98.21(f); 98.16(h)(6)). Lead Agencies are
reminded that authorized child care services are not required to be strictly based on the work,
training, or education schedule of the parent (98.21 (g)). Check the approaches, if applicable,

thati KS [ SIR 1 38yOe dzada 6KSy O2yaARSNAyY3 OKA RN

of care when authorizing child care services.

n a. Coordinating with Head Sta®rekindergarten, other early learning progranms
schootage programgo create a packagef arrangements that accommodates
LI NByidaQ ¢2N)] aOKSRdzZ Sa
'H b. Inquiring about whether the child has an Individualized Education Program (IEP)
Individual Family Services Plan (IFSP)

'H c. Establishing minimum eligibility periottsgerthan 12 months
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9

d. Using crosenrollment or referrals to other public benefits

e. Working with IDEA Part B, Section 619 and Part C staff to explore how services
AyOf dzZRSR Ay | OKAfRQ& L9t 2NJLC{t Ol
collaboration with child ca services

f. Working with entities that may provide other child support services.

g. Providing more intensive case management for families with children with multipl
risk factors

h. Implementing policies and procedures that promote univedgsign to ensure that
activities and environments are accessible to all children, including children with
sensory, physical, or other disabilities

i. Other. Describeticensed chilttare centers and certified family chitére
homes are required toeport ages of children they are able to serve. Efforts
are made to ensure that childreare placed in settings that will serve all
children in the family and will not requihildren to change placements as
they age. Efforts are made to ensure fdély coverage of services for children
that includes beforeand afterschool as neededRegional needs assessmen
are conducted to look at child care partnerships atehtify barriers to high
quality services that meet the developmental needs othildren as wk as
family needs, including type and hours of care.

3.1.7 Fluctuation in earnings.

Lead Agencies are required to demonstrate how their processes for initial determination and
redetermination take into account irregular fluctuations in earni(@s8E(c)(2)(N)(i)(I&nd
98.21(c). The Lead Agency must put in place policies that ensure that temporary increases in
income, including temporary increases that can resultmncathly income exceeding 85

percent ofstate median incomeSM) (calculatedon a monthly basis) from seasonal
employment or other temporary work schedules, do not affect eligibditfamily cepayments
(98.21(c)). Check the processes that the Lead Agency uses to take into account irregular
fluctuations in earnings

H
H

e B

aAverag GKS FIYAfeQa SI NyehgydwontsSPSNI I LISNA 2R

bwSljdzSad SIFNyAy3a adliaSySyida GKFEG INB Yzal
income.

c.55Rdz00 GSYLEZ2NINE 2NJ ANNB3IdzZ F NJ AYONBI asSa
level.

d. Other. DescribeClick or tap here to enter text.
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3.1.8 Lead Agencies are required to have procedures for documenting and verifying that children
receiving CCDiends meet eligibility criteria at the time of eligibility determination and
redetermination (98.68(c)). Lead Agencies should note that there are no federal requirements
for specific documentation or verification procedur&€theck the information that theead
Agency documents and verifiasinitial determination and redeterminatioand describeat a
minimum, what information is required and how often. Check all that apply.

REGIEEIEY Required at
Initial quired a. Information andDescription
. Redetermination

Determination

Yes No a. Applicant identity. Describés NJXA @S N a [
Student I.D., Military 1.D., or two other forms of
verification

Yes No b.! LILX AOIFyiQa NBf I (A2 K@K A
Index, Birth Records

Yes No c./l KAt RQa AYTFT2NXI A2y F2N

identity, age, citizen/immigration status). Describe:
Birth Index, Birth Records, School Records

Yes Yes d. Work. DescribetVork Verification System, PAFS
700/Verification of Employment, Waféheck
Stubs, Federal Tax FosmAritten Statement from
Employer, Employer Printout of actual wages,
Employee Contract.

Yes Yes e. Job training or educational program. DescribéZC
90L/Student Work Verification Form, School
Schedule or Written Statement fro®chool
Official

Yes Yes f. Family income. Describgvork Verification System,
PAFS00/Verification of Employment,
WagdCheckStubs, Federal Tax FosplWritten
Statement from Employer, Employer Printout of]
actual wages, Employee Contract, Award Lettef
Shared System Data.

Yes Yes g. Household composition. DescridéAFS
76/Information Request, Current Lease, Written
Statement from someone that knows the client
Collateral Contact

Yes Yes h. Applicant residence. DescribeAFES/6/Information
Request, Current Lease, Written Statement fror
someone that knows the client or Collateral
Contact
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i. Other. DescribeClick or tap here to enter text.

3.1.9 Which strategies, if any, will the Lead Agency usensure the timeliness of eligibility
deteminations upon receipt of application€heck all that apply.

‘H a. Time limit for making eligibility determinations. Describe length of time:
Thirty (30) days

'H b. Track and monitor the eligibility determination process

c. Other. DescribeClick or tap here to enter text.

e - 5}

d. None

3.1.10 Informing parents who receive TANF benefits about the exception to the individual penalties
associated with the TANF work requirement.

Lead Agencies are required to inform parents who receive TANF benedistab exception to
the individual penalties associated with the work requirement for any single custodial parent
who has a demonstrated inability to obtain needed child care for a child younger than age 6
(98.16(v); 98.33(f)).

Lead Agencies must coordieavith TANF programs to ensure that TANF families with young
children will be informed of their right not to be sanctioned if they meet the criteria set forth by
the state/territory TANF agency in accordance with Section 407(e)(2) of the Social Sexturity A

In fulfilling this requirement, the following criteria or definitions are applied by the TANF agency
to determine whether the parent has a demonstrated inability to obtain needed child care.

Note: The TANF agency, not the CCDF Lead Agency, is relgpfamsatablishing the following
criteria or definitions. These criteria or definitions are offered in this Plan as a matter of public
record.

a. ldentify theTANF agency that established these criteria or definitions:
DCBS Division of Family Support
b. Provide the following definitions established by the TANF agency:

i, & ! LILINE LINA | (Vean® &niefigivle OHildN@ue Yrovider as definedsn
C.F.R. part 98.2

i. awSIl a2yl ofNecaRthadistayc® Sustgmarily available within a locality.

i. a! yadaAdalroAtAle 2kanks gare2midvreghlated KinderRKer®uckyig,Y
which does not meet the quality child care needs as defined by the parent or the
health and safety requirementgpplicable to regulated child care in the
Commonwealth.

iv. ! TF2NRIof S OKA f BeaGlanNBprialNild/cad, vasSayrdnachable
distance, which is suitable and charges at or below the maximum provider
payment rate under the CCDF Plan.

c. How are parents who receive TANF benefits informed about the exception to the individual
penalties associated with the TANF work requirements?
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3.2

i. In writing

o & - 5}

ii. Verbally

'H iii. Other. DescribeA TANF recipient receives information frod&@BS worker
regarding the exception to the individual penalties associated with work
requirements for any single custodial parent who has a demonstrated inability to
obtain needed childcare for a child under six years of age. Eligibility for TANF
recipiert is determined by the DCBS Family Support focused staff.

d. Provide the citation for the TANF policy or proceditéation:921 KAR 2:370 Technical

Requirements for Kentucky Worksogram Section 6.

Family Contribution to Payments

Lead Agencies are required to establish and periodically revise a dbeisgale for CCDF
FIYAfASa GKFG @FNARSa o6FlaSR 2y AyO02YS FyR (KS
contribution (i.e.,co-payment) that is not a barrier to families receiving CCDF funds (658E(c)(5)).

In addition to income and the size of the family, the Lead Agency may use other factors when

determining family contributions/cgpayments. Lead Agencies, however, may NOTcaseof
care or amount of subsidy payment in determiningpayments (98.45(k)(2)Ruestions 3.2.1
through 3.2.4 address goayments during the initial/entrgligibility period.

To help families transition off child care assistance, Lead Agencies ndaifyaadjust
co-pay amounts for families determined to be eligible under a graduated pbaseQuestion

3.2.5 addresssco-payments during the graduated phaset period.

3.2.1 Provide the CCDF-payments in the chart below according to family sizedioe child in care.

a. Complete the chart based on the most populous area ofsthte orterritory (defned as
the area servinghe highest number of CCDF childrexigned to the response provided in

3.1.3¢.
(@) (b) (©) (d) (e) (f)
Family | Lowest What is What Highest | What is What
size initial or | the percentage | initialor | the percentage
First Tier | monthly of income | First Tier | monthly of income
Income co- is this co Income co- is this ce
Level payment | paymentin | Level payment | paymentin
where for a (b)? beforea | fora (d)?
family is | family of family is | family of
first this size no longer | this size
charged | based on eligible. based on
co-pay the the
(greater income income
than $0) | levelin level in
(a)? (d)?
1 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
2 $900 $43 4.8% $2323 $260 11.1%
3 $900 $43 4.8% $2928 $281 9.5%
4 $900 $43 4.8% $3533 $325 9.1%
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3.2.2

@ (b) (©) (d) (e) (f)

5

$900 $43 4.8% $4139 $541 13%

b. If the slidingfee scale is not statewide (i,&ounty-administered states):

i. 'H N/A. Siding fee scale is statewide

ii. ldentify the most populous area of the state (defined as the area seth@lighest
number of CCDF children) used to complete the chart above.
Jefferson County

N/A

¢. What i the effective date of the slidiAige scale(s)20/01/2017
d. Providethe link(s)to the slidingfee scale:
https://apps.leqislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/160.pd{Section 11)

Describe how many jurisdictions set their own slidieg scale (98.16(i)(3)).

| 20

g At

0KS FTlLYAfteQa O2yiGNRoGdziA2y o SthaDl £ Odz | @

applyundera. or h

'H a. The fee is a dollar amount and (check all that apply):

i S & - S—"

H .

N Vi

iv.

The fee is per child, with the same fee for each child.

The fee is per child and is discounted for two or more children.
The fee is per child up to a maximum per family.

No additional fee is charged aftaicertain number of children.
The fee is per family.

The contribution shedule varies because it is set locally/regionally (as indicated in
1.2.1). DescribeClick or tap here to enter text.

n vii. Other. DescribeClick or tap here to enter text.

A b. The fee is a percent of income and (check all that apgy):

1 S

e S & S & S—" {

Vi

54

The fee is per child, with the same percentage applied for each child.

The fee is per child, and a discounted percentage is applied for two or more
children.

The fee is per child up to a maximum per family.

. No additional percentage is charged afsecertain number of children.

The fee is per family.

. The contribution schedule varies because it is set locally/regionally (as indicated in

1.2.1). DescribeClick or tap here to enter text.

vii. Other. DescribeClick or tap here to enter text.
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3.2.3 Does the Lead Agency use other factors in addition to income and family size to determine each
F I YA f-payinant (66BE(c)(3)(B))? Remindszad Agencies may NOT use cost of care or
amount of sulsidy payment in determining ggayments (98.45(k)(2)).

A No
'H Yes. If yes, check and debe those additional factors below.
i a. Number of hours the child is in care. Describéck or tap here to enter text.

N b. Lower copayments for a higher quality of care, as defined by the state/territory.
DescribeClick or tap here to enter text.

'H c. Other. DescribeThe number of children needing care is also taken into
consideration when calculating tHamilyQ @-payment.

3.2.4 The Lead Agency may waive contributionspayments from families whose incomes are at or
below the poverty level for a family of the same size (98.45(k)) or for families who are receiving
or needing to receive protective services a caseby-case basisas determined for purposes of
CCDF eligibility, or who meet other criteria established by the Lead Agency (98.45(k)(4)). Does
the Lead Agency waive family contributionsfesayments for any of the following? Check all that
apply.

3 No, the Lead Agency does not waive family contributiongpagments.

'H Yes, the Lead Agency waives family contributiongpapments If yes, identify and describe
which families have their family contributions/gayments waived.

N a. Families with an income at or below the Federal poverty level for families of t
same size. Describe the policy and provide the policy citation.
Click or tap here to enter text.

'H b. Families who are receiving or needing to receive protective servit@scasey-
case basis, as determined by the Lead Agency for purposes of CCDF eligibili
Describe the policy and provide the policy citatirepartment for Community
Based Services, Division of Protection and Permanency are authorizec
waive cepayments for protective cases and indicate the wavier on the
DC@85, Approval for Child Care form.

Families meeting other criteria established by the Lead Agency. Describe the
policy. Click or tap here to enter text.

S
(¢}
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3.2.5 Policies and processes fgraduated phas@ut of assistance at redetermination.

Lead Agencies that establish initial family income eligitilitipw 85 percendbf state median

income EM) are required to provide a graduated phasat of assistancéor families whose
incomehass Y ONB I &SR | 020S (GKS aidliasSqQa AyAdGAlft AyoO2yY
but remains below the federal threshold of 85 percent of the state median income (98.21

(b)(1)). Providing a graduated phaset promotes continuity by allowing for wageogvth,

allows for a tapered transition out of the child care subsidy program as income increases, and

supports longerm selfsufficiency for families.

Lead Agencies thairovide a graduated phasaut must implementa two-tiered eligibility
threshold, withthe second tier of eligibility (used at the time of eligibility redetermination) to be
set at:

(i) 85 percent of SMI for a family of the same size
(i) An amount lower than 85 percent of SMI for a family of the same size but above the Lead
I 3Sy Oe Qa liyyhleshaldthat: St A 3 A 0 A
(A) Takes into account the typical household budget of aileeome family
(B) Provides justification that the second eligibility threshold is:
(1) Sufficient to accommodate increases in family income over time that are typical
for low-income wokers and that promote and support family economic stabhility
(2) Reasonably allows a family to continue accessing child care services without
unnecessary disruption.
At redetermination, a child shall be considered eligible if his or her parents are working or
FGGSYRAY3I | 220 GNIAYAYy3 2N SRdzOF A2yl f LINE INI
income limit to initially qualify for assistance as long as their income does not exceed the second
tier of eligibility (98.21(a); 98.21(b)(1)). Note that on@enhed eligible, the family shall be
considered eligible for a full minimum 4&onth eligibility period, even if their income exceeds
the second tier of eligibility during the eligibility period, as long as it does not exceed 85 percent
of SMI.

A family elgible for services via the graduated phasé of assistance is considered eligible
under the same conditions as other eligible families with the exception ofahEgment
restrictions, which do not apply to a graduated phasg. To help families trangdn from child
care assistance, Lead Agencies may gradually adjystycamounts for families whose children
are determined eligible under a graduated phasé and may require additional reporting on
changes in family income. However, Lead Agencies stillstnsure that any additional
reporting requirements do not constitute an undue burden on families.
a. /| KSO1l YR RS&AONROS (KS 2LJiA2y (KIFIG 0Sad ARSyd
regarding the graduated phas®it of assistance.
A N/A.The Lead Agency sets its initial eligibility threshold at 85 percent of SMI and
therefore, is not required to provide a graduated phasé period (If checked, skip to
subsection 3.3)

N The Lead Agency sets the second tier of eligibility at 85 perce3iviof

A. Describe the policies and procedurésick or tap here to enter text.
B. Provide the citation for this policy or procedurglick or tap here to enter text.
'H The Lead Agency sets thecond tier of eligibility at an amount lower than Brcent of
{aL F2NJ I TFlLYAt& 2F GKS aryvyS &A1 S odzi I 62@¢
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A. Providethe income level fothe second tier of eligibility for a family dfree:
$3660 gross per month
B. Describe how the second eligibility thresd:

1. Takes into account the typical household budget of ailbeome family:

The Lead Agency determines income eligibility based only on monthly
gross wages from earned, contract, or satfiployment.

2. Is sufficient to accommodate increases in faritilfome over time that are
typical for lowincome workers and that promote and support family economic
stability: The Lead Agency sets the income eligibility threshold at 160
peraent of the Federal Poverty Guideliag initial application and at 200
percent of the Federal Poverty Guidelirier recertification

3. Reasonably allows a family to continue accessing child care services without
unnecessary disruption' he Lead Agency allows for continued child care
services without unnecessary disruption if the oba is the result of a
temporary increase or decrease in income.

4. Provide the citation for this policy or procedurated to the second eligibility
threshold 922 KAR 2:160 Chithre Assistance Program/Section 4

b. To help families transition from assistance, does the Lead Agency gradually adjust
co-payments for families eligible under the graduated phasé period?

'H No
N Yes
i. Ifyes, describe how the Lead Agency gradusdjysts cepayments for families
under a graduated phaseut: Click or tap here to enter text.

ii. Ifyes, does the Lead Agency require additional reporting requirements during the
graduated phas®ut period? (NoteAdditional reporting requirements ar@so
discussed in section83of the Plan.)

A No
A Yes. Describetlick or tap here to enter text.

3.3 Increasing Access for Vulnerable Children and Families

Lead Agencies are required to give priority for child care assistance to children with special
needs, which can include vulnerable populations, in families with very low incame$o
children experiencing homelessness (658E(c)(3)(B); 98.46(a)). The prioritization of CCDF
assistance services is not limited to eligibility determinatiOmer waysto give priority may
includethe establishment of a waiting list or the ranking of eligible families in priority order to
be served.

b2G8Y //5C RSFAYSAE GOKAfR SELISNASYOAYy3 K2YSf $a
Section 725 of Subtitle V8 of the McKinneyento Act (42 U.S.C. 11434a) (98.2).
3.3.1 Describe how the Lead Agency defines:

a. @/ KAt RNBY ¢ Astidchild wigh Gpetidl negds &Riéfined as a child who has
multiple or severe functional needs requiring ongoing specialized cahepmirity
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3.3.2

a.

b.

given over other CCDF families. This includes children in need of child care for the
purpose of protection or prevention.

b. aClF YAf ASa Al KA @BSiNBhoseigcomeydGe W éxéeed 100% of the

Federal Poverty Level. Thefsnilies receive priority over other eligible CCDF
families.

Identify how the Lead Agency will prioritize or targbild care services for the following
children and families:

Note: If waiving cepayments is checked, Lead Agencies will need to prduitleer information
in question 3R.4. Paying higher rates for accessing higher quality care is addressed in 4.3.3 and
using grants or contracts to reserve spots is addressed in 4.1.6.

Complete the table below to indicate how the identified populations prioritized or
targeted.

Waive ce
payments (on| Pay higher

Prioritize for Serve a caseby-case rate for Using grants

enroliment without bads). As access to or contracts

in child care| placing on | described in higher to reserve
Population Prioritized services waiting list 3.2.4. quality care spots
Children with special H H A H n
needs
Families with very low A H n n n
incomes
Children experiencing H H n n n
homelessness, as
defined by the CCDF
Families receiving A H n n n
TANF, those
attempting to
transition off TANF,
and those at risk of
becoming dependent
on TANF (98.16(i)(4))

If applicable, identify andescribe any other ways the identifigmpulationsin the table above

are prioritized or targetedincome based sliding scale is utilized for assigning co
payments Homeless households during an initial application are unique from other
eligibility types as the household is entitled to up to three calendar months from the date
of application to return grification. This allows the household to return all required
documentation gradually, if needed. Homeless cases are approved and enrollment starts
when the head of household provides ID. (If a driver's license is provided, it does not
matter if it is expied.) Households that return all required information and are technically
and financially eligible at the end of the three (3) calendar month period, will not see a
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3.3.3

3.3.4

3.3.5

change in the certification period at approval of application. Homeless households must
meet all other technical and financial eligibility criteria in order to continue with the
program. Homeless households can qualify to gain initial eligibility via Job Search if the
client does not meet the work requirement and wants to use the once in twelve
(12)months Job Search at the time of application.

List and define any other priority groups established by the Lead Agency.

Protection and Permanency (P&P) staff may approve child care when families need
servicedor purposes of protection gorevention. A case is deemed to be a Protection

or Preventioncase when oae of the following apply: 1)rBvention service to meet the

child care needs of a family with a case opened dus¢osubmission of a Family in

Need of Services Assessment (FINGAde is prored inorder to stabilize the family
situation and prevent escalation to an environment at increasskl of abuse or negt.

2) Rotective service provided when abuse, neglect, or dependency is substantiated and
the family has need for chilchare services, as indicated in the case plan and/or after
care.

Describe how the Lead Agency prioritizes services for the additional priority groups identified in
3.3.3. Form DC@5 Approval for Child Care Assistance is used by the Protection &
Permarencystaff to notify the local child care worker that a client is approved and
eligible for the ChildCare Assistance Program (CCAP).

Lead Agencies are required to expend CCDF funds to (1) permit the enroliment (after an initial
eligibility determinaton) of children experiencing homelessness while required documentation

is obtained, (2) provid&aining andtechnical assistanc® child care providers and the

appropriate Lead Agency (or designated entity) staff on identifying and serving children and
families experiencing homelessness (addressed in section 6), and (3) conduct specific outreach
to families experiencing homelessness(658E(c)(3); 98.51).

a. Describe the procedures to permit the enrollment of children experiencing homelessness
while required @cumentation is obtained-amilies experiencing homelessness are
eligible for expedited services. They are entitled to immediate approval of cases and
pend for lack of verification. During eligibility, homeless families have a three (3)
calendar month pead to return all verifications. Families that return all required
information at the end of the three (3) calendar month period, will not see a change
in their certification as the maximum allowable certification period as assigned based
on program rulesFamilies experiencing homelessness must meet all other technical
eligibility criteria in order to continue with the program. If information has not been
provided within the three (3) calendar month timeframe, the application will be
discontinued.

b. Check, where applicable, the procedures used to conduct outreach for children experiencing
homelessness (as defined by CCDF Rule) and their families.

'H i. Lead Agency accepts applications at local commdaged locations
N ii. Partnerships wittommunitybased organizations
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3.3.6

iii. Partnering with homeless service providers, McKirdewnto liaisons, and others
who work with families experiencing homelessness to provide referrals to child care
'H iv. Other:Information regarding the LeaddAS y O& Qa OKAf R OF NB |
is provided to entities serving families experiencing homelessness across the
state. Regional leads are familiar with resources for families experiencing
homelessness and can connect them to the supportive services waeded.
Through the Child Care Resource and Referral Network of Services, coordinators
participate in regular meetings to promote outreach to families experiencing
homelessness, such as through the Central Kentucky Housing and Homeless
Initiative.
Note: The Lead Agency shall pay any amount owed to a child care provider for services provided
as a result of the initial eligibility determination, and any CCDF payment made prior to the final
eligibility determination shall not be considered an errotimproper payment (98.51(a)(1 )i

i B

Lead Agencies must establish a grace period that allows children experiencing homelessness and
children in foster care to receive CCDF assistance while providing their families with a

reasonable time to take any necesgactions to comply with immunization and other health

and safety requirements (as described in section 5). The length of such a grace period shall be
established in consultation with the state, territorial, or tribal health agency (658E(c)(2)(N(i))(D);
98.41(a)(1)(i)(C)).

Note: Any payment for such a child during the grace period shall not be considered an error or
improper payment (98.41(a)(1)(i))(C)(2)).

a. Describe procedures torpvide a grace period to comply with immunization and other health
and safetyrequirements, including how the length of the grace period was established in
consultation with the state, territorial, or tribal health agency for:

i. Children experiencing homelessness (as defined by the CCDF Final Rule).

During eligibility, families expgncing homelessness have a three calendar month
period to return all verifications. Households thatue all required information

by the end of the three (3) calendar month period will not see a change in their
certification period as the maximum allowi@ certification period as assigned
based on program ruleBrovide the citation for this policy and procedure.

922 KAR 2:160 Child Care Assistance Program _Section 2 (4) (c)

ii. Children who are in foster car&hild care for foster children is built into foster care
reimbursement rates and is not funded by CCDBG funds. Therefore, foster families are
not eligible for CCAP subsidies. However, children approved through th8 ) &P
Approval for Child Care, as preventive or protective care are eligible for CCAP

subsidiesProvide the citation for this policy and proceduigvision of Child Ca@peration
Manual, Vol VIII, MS 2000

b. Describe how the Lead Agency coordinates with licensing agencies and other relevant state,
territorial, tribal, and local agencies to provide referrals and support to help families with
children receiving services dag a grace period comply witmmunization and other health
and safety requirements (98.41(a)(1)(i)(C)@)ring eligibility, homeless households are
placed in their applicable eligibility, but have a three calendar month period to return
all verificatons.
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3.4

34.1

C.

Does the Lead Agency establish grace periods for other children who are not experiencing
homelessness or in foster care?

A No
'H Yes. Describé:amilies engaged in a job search can qualify idiately for child care
for a minimum three montiperiod.

Continuityfor Working Families

Minimum 12-month eligibility.

The Lead Agency is required to establish a minimurma@th eligibility and redetermination

period:

9 regardless of changes in incomeead Agenesmay not terminate CCDF assistance
during theminimum 12-month period if a family has an increase in income that exceeds
GKS adlFriSQa AyO02YS StATAoAfAlE GKNBaK2fR o0c
state median incom¢SM).
91 regardless ofemporary changes in participation in work, training, or educational
activities (658E(c)(2)(N)(i) and (ii)).

The Lead Agency may not terminate assistaroar to the end of theminimum 12-month

period if a family experiences a temporary job loss or a temparhange in participation in a

training or educational activityAny temporary change cannot have a time limit (e.g. 60 days, 90
days, etc.)A temporary change in eligible activity includes, at a minimum

d.

1. any timelimited absence from work for an employed parent due to such reasons as the
need to care for a family member or an illness

2. any interruption in work for a seasonal worker who is not working

3. any student holiday or break for a parent participating training or educational
program

4. any reduction in work, training, or education hours, as long as the parent is still working
or attending a training or educational program

5. any other cessation of work or attendance at a training or educational progratn
does not exceed 3 months or a longer period of time established by the Lead Agency

6. a child turning 13 years old during th@nimum 12-month eligibility period (except as
described in 3..1)

7. any changes in residency within the state, territory, dpal service area

5840NR6S GKS [ SIR ! 38 yelaedidprotiding dndimdred2- I y R LINE O &
month eligibilityperiod at initial eligibility determinatioand redeterminatiorand provide a

citation for these policies or proceduredf an appliation is approved for benefits, the

certification is valid for 12 months. A family experiencing a temporary change in

activity as outlined in 922 KAR 2:160 Child Care Assistance Program Section 4 is given

a three month grace period.

Describe and provide the citation feach of the minimum required elements listed below
GKIFG INB AyOf dZRSR Ay (KS [SIR !'3Sy0eQa RSTAYA
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Minimum Required Element

Citation

'H i. Any timelimited absence from work for an employed

parent due to such reasons as the nged to care l‘orA a fai
member oranillnes$ SaONAOS 2NJ RSTA
policy. A recipient on medical leave from employmel
as verified by a health professional can continue to
receive CCAP for a period af less than 3 months.
Provisions are made for those with temporary
disabilities that exceed 3 monthsahare verified by g
health professional.

922 KAR 2:160 Section 4

'H ii. Any interruption in work for a seasonal worker who is n

working5 SEONR OGS 2NJ RSFAYS: &3
A recipient after the loss of employment, a reducti
in the required number of employment hours, or
cessation of attendance at a job tnémg or
educational prograntan continue to receive CCAP
a period of no less than 3 months allow for a
resumption of work or attendance at jdbaining or
educational program.

922 KAR 2:160 Section 4

'H iii. Any student holiday or break for a parent participating

training or educational progranDescribe or define your
[ SI R ! 3SyRAeddentlairithe Osatioror
reductionof attendance at a job training or
educaional activity can continue to receive CCAP
a period of no less than 3 months to allow for a
resumption of work or attendance at job training o
educatbnal program.

922 KAR 2:160 Section 4

'H iv. Any reduction in work, training, or education hours, as

as the parent is still working or attending a training or
educational programDescribeor define your Lead

I 3Sy Oe QAredipent af@dthe loss of
employment, a reduction in the required number o
employment hours, or cessation of attendance at
job training or educational prograan continue to
receive CCAP for a period of no l#ssn 3 monthgo
allow for a resumption of work or attendance at jof
training or educational program.

922 KAR 2:160 Section 4

'H v. Any other cessation of work or attendamat a training or

educational program that does not exceed 3 months of
longer period of time established by the Lead Agency
55a0ONAROGS 2NJ RSTAYS @&2dzNJ
A recipient after the loss of employment, a reducti

in the required number of employment hours, or

922 KAR 2:160 Section 4
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Minimum Required Element Citation

cessation of attendance at a job training or
educational prograncan continue to receive CCAP
a period of no less than 3 montks allow for a
resumpton of work or attendance at jotsaining or
educational program.

'H vi. Achild turning 13 years old during timeinimum 12-month | Division of Child Care
eligibility period (excepas described in 3.1.1pescribe o Operation Manual, Vol VI
RSTAYS &2dzNJ [ SAtRele 7Y)yyém q MS 3000
child turning (thirteen) 13 may continue to receive
child care assistance until the end of the twelve (1
month eligibility peiod if technical and financial
eligibility is met.

'H vii. Any changes in residency within the statyitory, or 922 KAR:160 Section 3
tribal serviceare®d SA ONA 6 S 2NJ RST Ay DAL
policy:Part of CCAP technical eligibility is that a ch
be a resident of the state of Kentucky.

c. t NEPOARS lye 20KSNJ St SYSyia AyOftdzRSR Ay (KS ai
including those implemented during the pandemaod provide the citationN/A

3.4.2 Continuing assistander Gob searcél Y R | [ S| Riontcd8soditu@ dssistance

during theminimum 12-month eligibility period.

Lead Agencies have the option, but are not required, to discontinue assistance during the
minimum12Y2 y G K St AIA 0 Af A i &nohdénipBrayRossr deBk oticessdtionLIF NB y { ¢
of attendance at a job training or educational progiam 2 § KSN»AaS 1y2¢6y a | L
activity.

L¥ GKS [SIFIR ! 3Sy0Oe OK22aSa GKS 2LJiArAz2y (G2 RAaO2
non-temporary loss or cessation of eligitaetivity, it must continue assistance at least at the

same level for a period of not fewer than 3 months after each such loss or cessation. This time

period allows the parent to engage in a job search and to resume work or resume attendance in

a job trainhg or educational program. At the end of the minimurm8&nth period of continued
assistancefithe parent has engaged in a qualifying work, training, or educational program

activity with anincome below 85 percent aftate median incom¢SM)), assistanceannot be

terminated, and the child must continue receiving assistance until the next scheduled

redetermination or, at the Lead Agency option, for an additional minimurmgth eligibility

period.

a. Does the Lead Agency consider seeking employment (engagangb search) an eligible
activity at initial eligibility determination (at applicatioapd at theminimum12-month
eligibility redetermination? (Note: If yes, Lead Agencies must provide a minimum of three
months of job search

A No
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'H Yes. If gs, describe the policy or procedure (including any differences in eligibility at
initial eligibility determination vs. redetermination of eligibility):

Atinitial application a client can receive CCAP eligibility by participating in a Job
Search. This is a three (3) month minimum period of time from the date of initial
application for the client to actively search for employment. The Job Search option can
onlybe usedonce in a twelve (12) month periaahd is only offered at initial
application. It does not apply at redetermination.

b. Does the Lead Agency discontinue assistalureng theminimum12-month eligibility period
RdzS G2 I -telingedrylts®dr cesatioy of eligible activity and offerminimum 3
month period to allow parents to engage in a job search and to resume participation in an
eligible activity?

-~

n No, the state/territory does not discontinue assistance during therithth eligibility
LIS NA 2 R R dzS noir2mpbraryldsshoBabrik 6 dessation of attendance at a job
training or educational program.

'H Yes, the Lead Agency discontinues assistance during thfth eligibility period due
G2 | LdbnEBpoiaglass of work or cessation of eligible activity and provides a
minimum 3month period of job search. If yes:

i. Provide a summary describingtheSI R ! 3SydeQa LRt AO0OASa | yR
RAAO2YyGAYdA Y3 | &aA a-teinpbr@r$chandes théi @dient haddr NBy i Q
a disruption of work, training, or education they are given a minimum of 3
calendar months as a grace period. Grace periods dexieind past the
OftASYyiQa NBOSNIAFAOIFLGARZ2Y RIFIGS® LT GKS
case closes at the end of the grace period.

ii. Describe what specific actions/changes trigger thegebrch periogifter each such
loss or cessatiarAn applicant for a child served by CCAP shall advise the
OLoAYSG 2N AGQ3E RSaA3aAYSS 2F | OKIFy3aS A
the day the change is known. Once the change is reported and entered into
the system, the grace period is triggered. The clibenh has the minimum 3
month periodto verify they are meeting CCAP eligibility requirements.

iii. How long is the joisearch period (must be at least 3 months)?
On cases that have active eligibility, the client receives a minimum 3 month
grace period tht can be used to search for new employment. Example:
Client loses their employment on April 10. They will have a grace period that
extends until July 31 to verify they are meeting CCAP eligibility requirements.

iv. Provide the citation for this policy @rocedure Division of Child Care Operation
Manual, Vol VII, MS 3045

c. The Lead Agency mdiscontinue assistance prior to the narinimum 12-month
redetermination in the following limited circumstances. Check and describe any
circumstances in which the Lead Agency chooses to discontinue assistance prior to the next
minimum12-month redeterminatio. Check all that apply.

A i. Notapplicable
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R ii. Excessive unexplained absences despite multiple attempts by the Lead Agency or
designated entity to contact the family and provider, including the prior notification
of a possible discontinuation of assistance.

A. Define the number of ungtained absences identified as excessive:
Click or tap here to enter text.
B. Provide the citation for this policy or procedurelick or tap here to enter text.
‘H iii. A change in residency outside of the state, territory, or tribal service area. Provide
the citation for this policy or procedur&22 KAR 2:160 Child Care Assistance
Program Section 31)

'H iv. Substantiated fraud or intentional program violations that invalidate prior
determinations of eligibility. Describe the violations that lead to discontinued
assistance and provide thedtation for this policy or procedure.

KAR 922 2:020 Child Care Assistance Program Improper Payments, Claims and
Penalties

1) Misrepresentation of information by making a false statement either orally
or in writing to obtain or attempt tabtain services for which they are not
eligible. 2) Concealment of information to obtain services to which they are
not eligible. 3) Deliberately withheld information needed to accurately
determine eligibility. 4) Deliberate failure to report a changesiynin order

to continue to receive services to which they are not entitled. 5) Falsification
or alteration of documents to obtain services to which they are entitled.

3.4.3 Change reporting during thminimum 12-month eligibility period.

The Lead Agency must describe the requirements for parents to report changes in circumstances
during the 12month eligibility period and describe efforts to ensure that such requirements do

not place an undue burden on eligible families, which could imftectontinuity of care for

children and stability for families receiving CGB#vices (921 (e).

Note: Responses should exclude reporting requirements for a graduated-phgsehich were
described in question 3.5h.

Families are required to repog change to the Lead Agency at any time during thenbBth

St AIAOATAGE LISNA2R AT (GKS FrYAfeQa Ayo0o2YS
into account irregular fluctuations in income (98.21(e)(1)). If the Lead Agency chooses the
option to terminate assistance, as described in secti@gn23of the Plan, they may require
families to report a noiemporary change in work, training or educational activities (otherwise
1y26y Fa I LINByidiQa StA3IAGES OGAGAGRL O
a. Does the Lead Agency requfeenilies to reportanosii S Y LJ32 N* NB OKF y3IS Ay |

eligible activity?

n No
H Yes

b. Any additional reporting requirements during th@nimum 12-month eligibility period must
0S tAYAUSR (2 AdGSYa GKIFIG AYLIOG | FEHYAfe&Qa
state median incomeMI)2 NJ G0 KIF & AYLI OG0 GKS [SIR ! 3SyoOeQa

69| Page

(V)
M
O

St


https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/160.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/160.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/020.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/020.pdf

pay the child care providers (e5g. I  FIF YAf &Qa OKIFIy3IS 2F | RRNBaasx
choice of child care provider).

Check and describe any additional reporting requirements required by the Lead Agency
during theminimum 12-month eligibilityperiod. Check all that apply.

H i AddG A2yl £ OKIy3ISa 4K eElgibiliy Hging thamidim@iil2-  FF YA & Q
month period. Describet) Change in an employer; 2) Increase or decrease in the
number of work hours; 3) Increase or decrease in the rate of pay; 4) Increase or
decrease in recipnt members; 5) Change in selinployment activities; 6)

Change in the scheduled hours of care is needed; 7) Beginning or ending of an
educational activity; 8) Change in marital status; 9) Beginning or ending of
receipt of any type of unearned income; ahd) Increase or decrease in any type
of unearned income. If there's a change in circumstances such as an increase or
decrease in the number of work hours a child shall be eligible to continue CCAP if
the following requirements are met: An applicant has éoyment an average
twenty (20) hours per week; An applicant and a responsible adult have
employment an averagef forty (40) hours per week combined, if the individual
with the least employment has an average of at least five (5) hours of
employment per wek; An applicant and a responsible adult if either the
applicantor the responsible adult has employment an average of twenty (20)
hours per week, and the other is physically or mentally unable to provide
adequate care or supervision as documented by #evwristatement from a

health professional;

Hii./ KFy3dSa GKFGd AYLI OG GKS [SIFR !'3SyodoeqQa | oAf
1) Change in address or residence; and 2) Unreported change in phone/cell
number.

H iii.Changesthi AYLI O GKS [SFR !''3SydeqQa FtoAftAGe &
Criteria for nonpayment to provider according to 922 KAR 2:160 include: 1)
Death of child or applicant; 2) The family or provider defaults on a payment of
claim as outlined in 922AR 2:020; 3) Family no longer meets the technical or
financial eligibility requirements; and 4) Provider denies access to child in care to
parent of a child in care, CHFS, CHFS' designee, or a representative of an agency
with regulatory authority.

Any additional reporting requirements that the Lead Agency chooses to require from parents
during theminimum 12-month eligibility period, shall not require auditionaloffice visit. In
addition, the Lead Agency must offer a range of notification optioreccommodate
families.How does the Lead Agency allow families to report changes to ensure that reporting
requirements are not burdensome and to avoid an impact on continued eligibility between
redeterminations? Check all that apply.

'H i.Phone
N ii. Email
'H iii. Online forms

'H iv. Extended submission hours
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‘H v. Postalmalil

'H vi. Fax

'H vii. In-person submission

i viii. Other. DescribeClick or tap here to enter text.

d. Families must have the option to voluntarily report changes on an ongoing basis during the
minimum12-month eligibility period.

Lead Agencies are required to act on information reported by the family if it will reduce the
Tl YA f-paymant ddidcreaset® Fl YAf &Qa adowaiARed [SFR ! 3
FOGAY3a 2y AYTF2NXIFGA2Yy NBLRNISR o6& (GKS FlIY
0KS AYTF2NX¥IGA2Y NBLR2NISR AYRAOFGSA GKIG
considering irregar fluctuations in income or, at the option of the Lead Agency, the family
has experienced a netemporary change in eligible activity.

S
A
K

i. Describe any other changes that the Lead Agency allows families to report.
Click or tap here to enter text.

ii. Provide he citation for this policy or procedur€lick or tap here to enter text.

3.4.4 Prevent the disruption of employment, education, or job training activities.

Lead Agencies are required to have procedures and policies in place to ensure that parents
(especiallyparents receiving assistance under the TANF program) are not required to unduly
RAANHzZLIG GKSANI SYLX 28YSyidiX SRdzOI GA2y= 2NJ 220

y O
f e

7

N

2NJ RSaA3ayl 4SR 201t SyidArideQa NBtjfdeasBan&y ia F2N

(658E(c)(2)(N)(ii): 98.21(d)).

Examples include developing strategies to inform families and their providers of amingr
redetermination and the information that will be required of the family, yp@pulating subsidy
renewal forms, hamg parents confirm that the information is accurate, and/or asking only for

the information necessary to make an eligibility redetermination. In addition, states and

territories can offer a variety of famifyiendly methods for submitting documentatioorf

eligibility redetermination that considers the range of needs for families in accessing support
(e.g., use of languages other than English, access to transportation, accommodation of parents
working nontraditional hours).

a. ldentify, where applicable,® [ SF R ! 3Sy 0 Qa LINRPOSRdIzNBa | yR
(especially parents receiving TANF program funds) do not have their employment, education,
2N 2206 UOUNFXAYAy3d dzyRdzZ &8 RAANHZIISR (2 O2YLX &
Sy i A Guireén@ntsNidBthe redetermination of eligibilitCheck all that apply.

i. Advarce notice to parents of pending redetermination

ii. Advance notice to providers of pending redetermination

iii. Prepopulated subsidy renewal form

iv. Online documentation submission

v. Crossprogram redeterminations

vi. Extended office hours (evenings and/or weekends)

vii. Consultation available via phone

viii. Other: Click or tap here to enter text.

i B j:' j:' f I'J-ZJ-ZI'
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4 Ensure Equal Access to Chiltte for Lowncome Children

A core purpose of CCDF is to promote parental choice and to empower working parents to make
GKSANI 26y RSOA&A2Y&a NBIFINRAYyI GKS OKAftR OFNB a
have the option to choose from centbased care, family child carer care provided in the

OKAftRQa 26y K2YS® Ly adzlIR2NIAYy3 LI NByidrt OK2AO0
receiving CCDF funding have the opportunity to choose from the full range of eligible child care
settingsand must provide families with equal access to child care that is comparable to that of
non-CCDF families. Lead Agencies must employ strategies to increase the supply and to improve

the quality of child care services, especially in underserved aieastition to generally

building the supply of child care for all families, this effort also supports equal access for CCDF

eligible children to the priced child care market.

This section addresses strategies that the Lead Agency uses to promote parental choice, ensure
equal access, and increase the supply of child care. Note: In responding to questions in this
section, the Office of Child Care (OCC) recognizes thatsedehterritory identifies and defines

its own categories and types of care. The OCC does not estptd/territories to change their
definitions to fit the CCD#efined categories and types of care. For these questions, provide
responses that closely matchalCCDF categories of care.

Note: When asked for citations, responses can include state statute, regulations, administrative
rules, policy manuals or policy issuances. See the Introduction ordgagenore detail.

4.1 Maximize Parental Choice and Implem8apply Building Mechanisms

The parent(s) of each eligible child who receive(s) or is offered financial assistance for child care
services has the option of either receiving a child care certificate or, if available, enrolling their
child with a provider that has a grant or contract for providing child care services (658E(c)(2)(A);
98.30(a)). Even if a parent chooses to enroll their child with a provider who has a grant or
contract, the parent will select the provider, to the extent practicable. If a parkobses to use

a certificate, the Lead Agency shall provide information to the parent on the range of provider
options, including care by sectarian providers and relatives. Lead Agencies must require
providers chosen by families to meet health and safépdards and has the option to require
higher standards of quality. Ledgiencies are reminded that any policies and procedures should
not restrict parental access to any type of care or provider (e.g. center care, home eaoeén
care, forprofit provider, nonprofit provider, or faith-based provider, etc.) (98.15 (a)(5)).
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4.1.1 Describe the child care certificate, including when it is issued to parents (before or after the
parent has selected a provider) and what information is included on the certificat&g%q)).
The certificate is issued after a provider is selected. To enroll a child with a provid&Ctst Child
Care Service Agreement and Certificate, must be signed and dated by the client and the provider. If the
client chases a new provider, the D& is again sent to the client and the provider for signatures. The
DC®4 includes family information, child name, date of birth, care level, notes regarding special needs or
needfor non-traditional hours for care, start anchel date of enrollment, scheduled days of care, daily
rate amount for fulldayor part day, amount of daily epay, and the rights and responsibilities of parent

and provider.

4.1.2 Identifyhowthe parent is informed that the childarecertificate allows tie option to choose
from a variety of child care categories, suctpesate, notfor-profit, faith-based providers;
centers; FCC homes; orliome providers (658E(c)(2)(A)(i); 658P(2); 658Q). Check all that apply.

e B}

a. Certificate provides information abotie choice oproviders

b. Certificate provides information about the qualityprbviders

o & - 5}

c. Certificateisnot linked to a specific provider, so parents can choose any
provider

d. Consumer education materiadse providedon choosing child care

I T

e. Referras providedo child care resource and referral agencies

—h

Calocated resource and referrataffin eligibility offices

. Verbal communication at the time of the application

o «©

. Community outreach, workshops, or othererson activities

I T I =

Other.Describeinformation is also available through the Division of Child Care
website.
Web LinkDivision of Child Care

4.1.3 A coreprinciple d CCDF is that families receiving C&DEed child care should have equal
access to child care that is comparable to that of 4@EDF famés (658E(c)(4)(A) anéB.45(a)).

a. Describe how parents have accesghe full range of providers eligible to receive CCDF
Click or tap here to enter text.

b. Describe state datan the extent to which eligible child care providers participate in the
CCDRystem Click or tap here to enter text.

c. ldentify any barriers toproviderparticipation, including barriers related to payment rates
and practiceg including for family child care and-home providers based on provider
feedback and reports to theelhd Agency
Click or tap here to enter text.
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access to their children whemer their children are in the care of a provider who receives CCDF
funds (658E(c)(); 98.16(t))Parental rights are outlined in KRS 199.898 and include the rights of

parents to access their children at all times that the children are in care. The parental rights are

distributed to parents and providers when a child care certificate agygement isssued.

Citation:KRS198.898 Rights for children in chibdire programs

4.1.5 The Lead Agency must allow fofhiome care (i.e., care providédy

may limit its use (98.16(i)(2)). Will the Lead Agency limit the uselwdrime care in any way?

'H Yeslf checked, what limits will the Lead Agency set on the use-lodime care? Check all

Restricted based otine minimum number of children in the care of the
provider to meet the Fair Labor Standards Act (minimum wage) requireme
DescribeClick or tap here to enter text.

Restricted based on the provider meeting a minimum age requint.
Describein accordance with 922 KAR 2:180, any person making application to
provide care in the child's own home must show proof of photo identification or bir
certificate that the individual is a least eighteen years of age

Restricted based on the hours of care (i.e., certain number of hours, non
traditional work hours). Describ€lick or tap here to enter text.

Restricted to care by relatives. (A relative provider must be at least 18 yea
age based on the definitn of eligible child care provider (98.2)). Describe:
Click or tap here to enter text.

Restricted to care for children with special needs or a medical condition.
Describe922 KAR 2:180 Section 2 requires thahame providers shall provide
verification of six hours of training approved by the cabinet in the areas of: 1) Heal
safety, and sanitation; 2) Recognition of child abuse and neglect, which may inclu
cabinetapproved pediatric abusive head trauma training in accordance with KRS
199.89616); and 3) Developmentally appropriate child care practice. Citation: 922
2:180 Requirements for registered child care providers

Restricted to iFhome providers that meet additional health and safety

requirements beyond those required by CCDF. Describe:
Click or.tap here to enter text.

n No
that apply.
Ao a
H b
n o c
A d
H e
Aot
Ao g

Other. DescribeClick or tap here to enter text.

4.1.6 Child care services available through grants or contracts.

a.

In addition to offering certificates, does thhead Agency provide child care services through
AN yda 2N O2y(iNrOGa FT2NJ OKAfR OIFINB atz2da

provider is simply required to sign an agreement to be paid in the certificate program.
'H No. If no, skipto 4.1.7

A

Yes, in some jurisdictions but not statewide. If yes, describe how many jurisdictic
use grants or contracts for child care sldatéick or tap here to enter text.
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i

Yes, statewide. If yes, describe:

i. How the Lead Agency ensures that parents wholl with a provider who
has a grant or contract have choices when selecting a provider:

Click or tap here to enter text.

ii. The entities that receive contracts (e.g., shared services alliances, CCR.
agencies, FCC networks, commuitigsed agencieshild care providers)
and how grants or contracts are promoted by the Lead Agenioyk or tap

here to enter text.

iii. How rates for contracted slots are set through grants and contrautkif
they are viewed by providers as a vehicle for stabilizing payments

Click or tap here to enter text.

b. Will the Lead Agency use grants or contractgdicect child care services to increase the
supply or quality of specific types of care?

H
f

No

Yeslf yes,doesthe Lead Agency use grants or contracts to increase the supply
and/or quality ofchild care programs serving the populations beld@¥ieck all that

apply.

Grants or Contracts are used @hild Care
Programs that Serve

To ncreasethe
supply of care

To ncrease the
quality of care

Children with disabilities

Infants and toddlers

Schoolage children

Children needing notraditional hour care

Children experiencing homelessness

Vi.

Children withdiverse linguistic or cultural
backgrounds

O | S| DU | S| D | D

O | S| DU | S| D | D

Vii.

Children in underserved areas

viil.

Children in urban areas

Children in rural areas

Other populations, please specify
Click or tap here to enter text.

S| D | S| S

S| D | S| D
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4.1.7 Lead Agencies muatentify shortages in the supply of higjuality child care providerhat

YSSG LI NByidaQ vy SISsRide ditaseurcednged S itdbafysBoitages and
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tracking progress to support equal access and parental clig&&6(x)

a. In child care centerd'he Lead Agenmontinuously evaluates the child care landscape in
the state using data collected from the Kentucky Integrated Child Sgsten{KICCS)
The active provider listing for licensed child care programs is analyzed by region, county,
and zip code. This data is used to inform provider recruitment of licensed child care
providers. Staffs from the Lead Agency and contracted pastfrequently participate in
continuing education and technical assistance opportunities to help address child care
deserts in the state.

b. In child carehomes . The Lead Agen@pntinuously evaluates the child care landscape in
the state using data dlected from the Kentucky Integrated Child Care Syqi€i6@CS)
The active provider listing for licensed child care programs is analyzed by region, county,
and zip code. This data is used to inform provider recruitment of licensed family
providers. Stafffrom the Lead Agency and contracted partners frequently participate in
continuing education and technical assistance opportunities to help address child care
deserts in the state.

c. Other. Click or tap here to enter text.

4.1.8 Lead Agencies are requireddevelop and implement strategies to increase the supply of and
improve the quality of child care servicg8.16 (x)). These strategies should addoddglslren in
underserved areas; infants and toddlers; children with disabilities, as defined by the Lead
Agency; and children who receivare during norraditional hours. Identify what method(s) is
(are)used to increase supply afwt to improve qualityfor the following populationgnd
indicate in the description if a strategy is focused more on builgiqply oron improving
quality.

a. Children in underserved areas. Check and describe all that apply.

n i.  Grants and contracts (as discussed in 4.1.6). Describe:
Click or tap here to enter text.
‘H ii. Targeted Family Child Care Support sucRaarily Child Care Networks.

DescribeThe Lead Agency has contracted with Western Kentucky University to
a Family Child Care Network statewide. WKU may subcontract with agencies
throughout the 8 child care regions.

Startup funding. DescribeClick or tap here to enter text.

e 2]

'H iv. Technical assistance support. Descrilde: Division of Child Care, through
contractual services provided by the Child Care Resource and Referral Network
Services, provides regional abeng, technical assistance, and resources to suppot
prospective and current child capgoviders.A DCC developed and approved trainir
is delivered by coaches as a requirement of licensure. This training includes
information pertinent to the succesdfoperation of a child care program to deliver
quality child care.

'H v. Recruitment of providers. Describeesignated regional staff respond to
expressed shortages and are available to assist in targeted recruiting efforts thro
community partnerships. Child Care Aware staff are employed and supported by
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n

Vi.

Vil.

viii.

Xi.

Human Development Institute/University of Kentucky

Tiered payment rates (as discussed in 4.3.3 ). Describe:

Kentucky All STARS QRIS subsidy enrollment incentives grant monetary incenti\
child care providers operating at high quality (All STARS lefgle/Bile serving
families receivingubsidies. Quality incentives are higher for serving infants/toddle

Support for improving business practices, such as management training,
sick leave, and shared services. Desclibek or tap here to enter text.

Accreditation supports. Describerensed or certified providers who are
accredited by a national organization will receive an additional two (2) dollars per
above the maximum rate of pay.

Child care health consultation. Describé&e Child &e Health Consultation for
Healthy Start in Child Care Program, through the Department for Public Health,
provides training and technical assistance to child care providers.

Mental health consultation. DescribEamilies and child care providdrave
access to multiple agencies and/or programs within CHFS for screening and
assessment. These programs include First Steps Early Intervention System, the
Childhood Mental Health Program, and the Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnc
and Treatmat (EPSDT) Program. Each of these programs accepts referrals from
care providers and/or individuals who may have a developmental and/or cognitiv
delay.

Other. DescribeClick or tap here to enter text.

b. Infants and toddlers. Check addscribe all that apply.

n

A

59

Vi.

Grants and contracts (as discussed in@). Describe:
Click or tap here to enter text.

Family Child Care Networks. Describe: Lead Agency has contracted with
Western Kentucky University to staff a Family Child Glatevork statewide. WKU
may subcontract with agencies throughout the 8 child care regions.

Startup funding. DescribeClick or tap here to enter text.

Technical assistance support. Descrilie: Division of Child Care, through
contractualservices provided by the Child Care Resource and Referral Network ¢
Services, provides regional coaching, technical assistance, and resources to sup
prospective and current child care providers. A DCC developed and approved tre
is delivered by @aches as a requirement of licensure. This training includes
information pertinent to the successful operation of a child care program to delive

quality child care.

Recruitment of providers. Describeesignated regional staff respond to
expressed shortages and are available to assist in targeted recruiting efforts thro
community partnerships. Child Care Aware staff are employed and supported by
Human Development Institute/University of Kentucky.

Tiered payment rates (asstiussed in 4.3.3). Describe:

Rates differ for infants and toddlers accordance with the Market Rate Survey bas
on region.Web Link: Kentucky Child Care Maximum Payment Rate Clxhtucky
All STARS QRIS subsidy enrollment incentives grant monetanyives to child care
providers operating at high quality (All STARS levBlsvhile serving families
receiving subsidies. Providers receive higher rates for serving infants and toddlel
Web LinkKentucky All STARS quatiysed graduated early childhood rating
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n

Vil.

system

Support for improving business practices, such as management training,
sick leave, and shared services. Desclibek or tap here to enter text.

viii. Accreditation supports. Describecensed or certified providers who are

Xi.

accredited by anational organization will receive an additional two dollars per day
above the maximum rate of pay.

Child care health consultation. Describée Child Care Health Consultation for
Healthy Start in Child Care Program, through the Departmer®Rdidnlic Health,
provides training and technical assistance to child care providers.

Mental health consultation. DescribBamilies and child care providers have
access to multiple agencies and/or programs within CHFS for screening and
assessmenfThese programs include First Steps Early Intervention System, the E
Childhood Mental Health Program, and the Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnc
and Treatment (EPSDT) Program. Each of these programs accepts referrals fror
care providers and/oindividuals who may have a developmental and/or cognitive
delay.

Other. DescribeClick or tap here to enter text.

c. Children with disabilitiesCheck and describe all that apply.

i

i 3

= 53

Vi.

Vii.

viii.

Grants and contracts (as discussed in 4.1.6). Describe:
Click or tap here to enter text.

Family Child Care Networks. Describe: Lead Agency has contracted with
Western Kentucky University to staff a Family Child Care Network statewide. Wi
may subcontract with agencies throughout the 8 child careoes

Startup funding. DescribeClick or tap here to enter text.

Technical assistance support. Describesignated regional staff respond to
expressed shortages and are available to assist in targeted recruiting efforts thro
communitypartnerships. Child Care Aware staff are employed and supported by
Human Development Institute/University of Kentucky. Because HDI is a Universi
Center for Excellence in Developmental Disabilities, staff have access to support
providers working witkchildren with disabilities and work to ensure access to gual
care for this population.

Recruitment of providers. Describiedesignated regional staff respond to
expressed shortages of child care centers serving children with disabilitiexand
available to assist in targeted recruiting efforts through community partnerships.
Child Care Aware staff are employed and supported by the Human Development
Institute/University of Kentucky.

Tiered payment rates (as discussed in 4.3.3). Describe:
Licensed, certified, or reqgistered child care providers may receive an additional o
dollar per day to serve a child with special needs

Support for improving business practices, such as management training,
sick leave, and shared services. Desciibek or tap here to enter text.

Accreditation supports. Describecensed or certified providers who are
accredited by anational organization will receive an additional two dollars per day
above the maximum rate of pay.
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54

Xi.

Child care health consultation. Describée Child Care Health Consultation for
Healthy Start in Child Care Program, through the Department fbli®Health,
provides training and technical assistance to child care providers.

Mental health consultation. DescribEamilies and child care providers have
access to multiple agencies and/or programs within CHFS for screening and
assessment. Thse programs include First Steps Early Intervention System, the E:
Childhood Mental Health Program, and the Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnc
and Treatment (EPSDT) Program. Each of these programs accepts referrals fror
care providers and/omidividuals who may have a developmental and/or cognitive

delay.

Other. DescribeThe Lead Agency, through contractual services provided by the
Child Care Resource and Referral Network, provides regional coaching, technice
assistance, antesources to support prospective and current child care providers.
Coaches deliver CHBSproved training as a requirement of licensure. This training
includes information pertinent to the successful operation of a child care progran
deliver quality cHd care including, but not limited to, fiscal management, human

resource management, risk management, public relations and communications.

d. Children who receive care during ntnaditional hours. Check and describe all that apply.

n

A

i B3

e 2]

Vi.

Vii.

viii.

Grants and contracts (as discussed in 4.1.6). Describe:
Click or tap here to enter text.

Family Child Care Networks. Describe: Lead Agency has contracted with
Western Kentucky University to staff a Family Child Care Network statewide. Wi
maysubcontract with agencies throughout the 8 child care regions.

Startup funding. DescribeZlick or tap here to enter text.

Technical assistance support. Describeznsed childtare centers and certified
family childcare homes providingon-traditional care (i.e. nostraditional hours of
evening and nights) receive technical assistance regarding Health, safety and qu
child care.

Recruitment of providers. Describeesignated regional staff respond to
expressed shortages iron-traditional childcare and are available to assist in targel
recruiting efforts through community partnerships. Child Care Aware staff are
employed and supported by the Human Development Institute/University of
Kentucky. Designated regional staff respgdo expressed shortages in nénaditional
child care and are available to assist in targeted recruiting efforts through commt
partnerships. Child Care Aware staff are employed and supported by the Human
Development Institute/University of Kentucky.

Tiered payment rates (as discussed in 4.3.3). Describe:
Licensed or certified providers may also receive an additional one dollar per day
provide child care during netmaditional hours.

Support for improving business practides providers such as management
training, and shared services. Describéck or tap here to enter text.

Accreditation supports. Describetensed or certified providers who are
accredited by a national organization will receive an addititwaldollars per day
above the maximum rate of pay.

Child Care health consultation. Describee Child Care Health Consultation for
Healthy Start in Child Care Program, through the Department for Public Health,
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e.

n

Xi.

provides training and technical asiince to child care providers.

Mental health consultation. DescribBamilies and child care providers have
access to multiple agencies and/or programs within CHES for screening and
assessment. These programs include First Steps Early Interv&yibem, the Early
Childhood Mental Health Program, and the Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnc
and Treatment (EPSDT) Program. Each of these programs accepts referrals fron
care providers and/or individuals who may have a developmental andfgnitue

delay.
Other. DescribeClick or tap here to enter text.

Other.Check and describe all that apply.

s S S — & — )

=
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Vi.

Vil.

viii.

iX.

X.

Xi.

Grants and contracts (as discussed in 4.1.6).
DescribeClick or tap here to enter text.

Family Child Care Networks. Descritéck or tap here to enter text.
Startup funding. DescribeZlick or tap here to enter text.

Technical assistance support. Describick or tap here to enter text.
Recruitment of providers. Describglick or tap here to enter text.

Tiered payment rates (as discussed in 4.3.3). Describe:
Click or tap here to enter text.

Support for improving business practices, such as management training,
sick leave, and shared services. Desclibek or tap here to enter text.

Accreditation supports. Describ€&lick or tap here to enter text.
Child Care health consultation. Describérk or tap here to enter text.
Mental health consultation. Describ€lick or tap here to enter text.

Other. DescribeClick or tap here to enter text.

4.1.9 Lead Agencies must prioritize investmefdsincreasing access to higjuality child care and

development services for children of families in areas that have significant concentrations of
poverty and unemployment and do not currently have sufficient numbers of such programs
(658 E(c)(2)(M); 986 (x);98.46(b))

a.

How does the Lead Agency define areas with significant concentrations of poverty and

unemployment?The Lead Agency refers to current census data and Kentucky unemployment rates

reported by Bureau of Labor Statistics to compare with reglig@opulations to determine the areas

with greatest concentration of poverty and unemployment.

Describe how the Lead Agency prioritizes increasing access tgumedjty child care and

development services for children of families in areas that have significant concentrations of

poverty and unemployment and that do not haaecess tdiigh-quality programs

The Lead Agency focuses on targeted recruitment and retention of high quality programs in areas of

high poverty and with high unemployment rates. This includes regional focus on outreach to local

government and small business to enhance knowledgguality child care and benefit of this service

to help retain a stable workforce.
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4.2

Assess Market Rates and Analyze the Cost of Child Care

Key principles of the CCDF are to: (1) provide equal access to child care for children receiving
child care agstance; and (2) ensure parental choice by offering a full range of child care
services.Payment rates that are too low to support equal access undermine these principles.
To establish subsidy payment rates that ensure equal access, Lead AgenciesandlEtilyze
data through a number of tools. Lead Agencies have the option to conduct a statistically valid
and reliable (1) market rate survey (MRS) reflecting variations in the price to parents of child
care services by geographic area, type of provided age of child or (2) an ACF

pre-approved alternative methodology, such as a asimation model658E(c)(4)(B)A cost
estimation modekstimatesthe cost of care by incorporating both data and assumptions to
judge what expected costs would be im@d by child care providers and parents under
different scenarios. Another approach would be@ststudy that collects cost data at the facility
or program level to measure the costs (or inputs used) to deliver child care sei@ICESACF
PF201801).

Regardless of whether Lead Agencies conduct a market rate survey or an alternative
methodology, they are required tanalyze the cost of providing child services, known as the
narrow cost analysis, that meet basic health, safety, quality and staffingrezgents (base

level care) (98.45(b)(3), (H(Q)(ii)(And (f)(2)(ii)))and higherquality care at each level of quality,

as defined by the Lead Agency (98.45(b)(4), (f)(1)(ii)(B), and (f)(2)(iii)). The analysis must identify
the gaps between the cost ofire and subsidy levels adopted by the state and then be

considered as part of the rate setting process.

Note: Any Lead Agency considering using an alternative methodology, instead of a market rate

survey, is required to submit a description of its progdspproach to its ACF Regional Child

Care Program Office for papproval in advance of the Plan submittal (see

https://www.acf.hhs.gov/occ/resource/ccefictpi-201608) . Advance aproval is not required

if the Lead Agency plans to implement both a market rate survey and an alternative

methodology. In its request for ACF mpproval, a Lead Agency must:

T t NEOARS |y 20SNIBASG 2F GKS [SIR ! AfBgHEe Q& LINE
cost study/survey, etc.), including a description of data sources.

91 Describe what information the Lead Agency will obtain from an alternative methodology
that couldnot be obtained fronthe required narrow cost analysis

91 Describe how the Lead Aganwill consult with the State Early Childhood Advisory Council
or similar coordinating body, local child care program administrators, local child care
resource and referral agencies, organizations representing child care caregivers, teachers
and directors and other appropriate entities prior to conducting the identified alternative
methodology.

91 Describe how the alternative methodology will use methods that are statistically valid and
reliable and will yield accurate results. For example, if using agutescribe how the Lead
Agency will ensure a representative sample and promote an adequate response rate. If
using a cost estimation model, describe how the Lead Agency will validate the assumptions
in the model.

9 If the proposed alternative methodologgdludes an analysis of costs (e.g., cost estimation
model or cost study/survey), describe how the alternative methodology will account for key
factors that impact the cost of providing casech as: staff salaries and benefits, training
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42.1

T
T
T

and professional évelopment, curricula and supplies, group size and ratios, enroliment
levels, licensing requirements, quality level, facility size, and other factors.

Describe how the alternative methodology will provide complete information that captures
the universe oproviders in the child care market.

Describe how the alternative methodology will reflect variations by provider type, age of
children, geographic location, and quality.

Describe how the alternative methodology will use currdata.
What metrics the €ad Agency will use to set rates based on the alternative methodology.
Describe the estimated reporting burden and cost to conduct the approach.

A Market Rate Survey (MRS) or an ACFappoved alternative methodology must be

developed and conducted nearlier than 2 years before the date of submission of the Plan
(658E(c)(4)(B)(i) (98.45 (c)). Due to the C&l@lpandemic, Lead Agencies may request a waiver
for up to one additional year (until July 1, 2022) to complete the required MRS or an ACF pre
approved alternative methodology. Lead Agencies may also request the required Narrow Cost
Analysis be waived for one year (until July 1, 2022). These waiver requests must include a
justification linked to the COVAIO pandemic.

Completion of the MR& ACF pe-approved alternative methodology.

Did thestate/territory conduct a statistically valid and reliable MRS or ACRappeoved
alternative methodology?

H  ves If yes please identify the methodology(ies) used below to assess child care
prices and/orcosts.

'H a. MRS. When was your data gathered (provide a date range, for instance
Septemberg December, 2019)Recember 202@ January 2021

n b. ACF preapproved alternative methodology. Identify the date of the ACF
approval and describe the methodologytick or tap here to enter text.

i B}

No, a waiver is being requested in Appendix A.

a tftSFrasS ARSYy(ATe GKS [ SI ies)tb aSeys@hldcar
prices and/or costs.

A i.aw{® LT OKSO]lSRZI RSaONAROGS GKS ai
the MRSClick or tap here to enter text.
N ji. ACF preapproved alternative methodology. If checked, describe the statt

2F GKS [SIR ! 38ydeQa Aappidves atéryative
methodology, including if applicable, the date of the ACF approval and a
description of the methodologyClickor tap here to enter text.

b If a waiver is requested, Lead Agencies will need to respond to questions 4
" 4.5.2 based on data collected for the FY 220921 CCDF Plam any data
collected since thet LRSyGATe (GKS RIFIGS 27F
complete Market Rate Survey or ACF-ppproved alternative methodology
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that will provide data to inform responses to questions 4¢2.8.2. Click or tap
here to enter text.

4.2.2 Prior to developingnd conducting the MRS, or conducting the ACFaproved alternative
methodology, the Lead Agency is required to consult withh@State Advisory Council or
similar coordinating body, local child care program administrators, local child care resmatce
referral agencies, and other appropriate entiti@nd (2) organizations representing caregivers,
teachers, and directors (98.45 (d)pcal child care program administrators may also be good
informants to Lead Agencies on narrow cost analyses.

Descibe how the Lead Agency consulted with the:

a. State Advisory Council or similar coordinating bodye Market Rate Survey is developed
in collaboration with the Division of Child Care, University of Kentucky Human
Development Institute, and Child Care Awafekentucky. The Child Care Advisory
Council was consulted regarding the development and launch of the Market Rate
Survey.

b. Local child care program administratofser KRS 199.892, child care providers are
consulted through membership on the CCAC.

c. Local child care resource and referral agendigSAC membership is available to Child
Care Resource and Referral Agencies across Kentucky. Meetings are also open to the
public for attendance.

d. Organizations representing caregivers, teachers, arettlirs:Quarterly meetings are held
by the lead agency with various advocacy groups representing child care providers to
discuss child care issues, including the development of the Market Rate Survey.

e. Other. DescribeClick or tap here to enter text.

4.2.3 ACF has established a set of benchmddtgely based on researdo identify the components
of a valid and reliable market rate survé31 FR, p. 67509)To be considered valid and reliable
a Market Rate Survey preapprovedalternative methodologyneets the following

o represensthe child care market
0 providescomplete and current data

0 usesrigorous data collection procedures

o reflectsgeographic variations

0 analyzedata in a manner that captures other relevant differences

AnMRS can use administrative data, such as child care resource and referral il&a, if
representative of the market.

a. Describe howeach ofthe benchmarks are met in either the MRS or ACFaproved
alternative methodology.

i. Represent the child care miaet: A Market Rate Survey was conducted by Child Care Aware of
Kentucky, the contracted statewide CCR&R network housed at the Human Development Institute
of the University of Kentucky. The entire population of child care providers was invited to
participae in the Market Rate Survey. The survey asked fotifo# and parttime rates for
children by age (infant, toddler, preschool, and school age). Individualized email invitations were
sent to each provider email on record with one automated remindetdi#fonal reminders to
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participate in the survey were shared by DCC ListServ messages, on social media, in stakeholder
meetings, and by Child Care Aware of Kentucky Early Care and Education Coaches. A random
drawing for one of eight Visa qift cards wafeoéd for any provider who completed the survey.

Provide complete and current datahe overall statewide response rate to the Market Rate
Survey across provider types was 50.15%. Below is a table with response rates by provider type.

Provider Type  Responses Population  Response Rate
Type | 884 1797 49.19%
Type Il 33 39 84.62%

Certified 112 216 51.85%
Total 1029 2052 50.15%

Userigorous data collection procedureSata were collected from each of the eight regions
across the state and represent a majority of providers across the state. The online data collection
software (Qualtrics) allowed for collection by special invitationthe majority of responses. For

those providers who could not find the original email invitations, an alternative online survey was
made available. This survey required them to share their license number and facility name in order
to connect it to thelist of licensed child care centers of certified child care homes who had been
open for any period of time during the 2020 calendar year.

Reflect geographic variationshis survey was representative of all regions of the state, and
both urban and ural providers.

Analyze data in a manner that captures other relevant differenges:s were examined by
geographic area, type of provider, age of child. In addition data were analyzed by CCAP acceptance
and gquality rating.

b. Given the impact of COWD on the child care market, do you think that thatayou
gathered(as indicated in 4.2.19n the prices or costs of child caadequately reflect the
child care market as you submit this plan?

n No

'H Yes|f yes why do you hink the data represents the child care market?e response rate
was more than 50% and it covers all regions of the state.

4.2.4 Describe how the market rate survey or ACFgperoved alternative methodology reflects
variations in the price or cosif child care services by:

d.

Geographic area (e.g., statewide or local mark&s}gcribeThis survey analysis includes a

rate breakdown by geographic region (East, Central, West), by Child Care Aware region (8 areas that
cover all 120 counties), urban/ruta

Type of providerDescribeThis survey includes Type | and Type Il Child Care Centers and Certified
Family Child Care Homes.

Age of childDescribeRates include infants, toddlers, preschool, and school age children.

Describe any dter key variations examined by the market rate survefx©F preapproved
alternative methodology, such as qualigyel. Rates are also examined by quality level and
CCAP acceptance.
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4.2.5 Has the Narrow Cost Analybisen completed for the FY 2022024 CCDF Plan?

i

H

No, a waiver is being requested in Appendix A. If no, describe the status of the Let
I 3Sy 0e Q& dzLJO2 YA y 3 ClgkoNdhare tOcdtdrdextl y I £ & &/

Yes, the narrow cost analysis information is included in the regmdescribed in 4.2.6.
If yes, describe how the State/Territory analyzed the cost of child care through a ni
cost analysis for the FY 2022024 CCDF Plan, including:

a. The methodology the Lead Agency used to conduct, obtain, and analyze da
the estimated cost of care (narrow cost analysis), including any relevant vari
by geographic location, category of provider, or age of child (98.45 (f)(ii)).
The Market Rate Survey estimates cost of care based on rates set by providers brol
down by geographic location, provider type, and age of child.

b.12¢g GKS YSiK2R2f23&8 | RRNSaasSa GKS
implementation of health, safety, quality and staffing requirements (i.e.
applicable licensing and regulatory requirements, health and safety standarc
training and professional developmentadards, and appropriate child to staff
ratio, groups size limits, and caregiver qualification requirements (98.45
(N (ii)(A)).All licensed and certified providers are meeting minimum regulatory

compliance and rates are broken down to reflect this bygyaphic location, provider
type, and age of child.

c. How the methodology addresses the cost of higheality care, as defined by
the Lead Agency using a quality rating and improvement system or other sy:
of quality indicators, at each level ofiglity (98.45 (f)(ii)(B)).
Rates of high quality (85 STARS in our QRIS system) are compared to those faciliti
who are only meeting regulatory compliance. This is broken down by geographic
location, provider type, and age of child.

d. ThegapBi( 4SSy O2aiGa AyOdZNNBR o6& OKAfF
payment rates based on findings from the narrow cost analysis.

The rates are calculated as the'7Bercentile so that the subsidy amount can take this
into_ account.
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4.2.6 After conducting the market rate survey or ACF-pmoroved alternative methodology, the Lead
Agency must prepare a detailed report containing the results of the MRS or AGppoved
alternative methodology. The detailed report must also include the Narrost Swalysisas
described in 4.2.5, which estimates the cost of d@reluding any relevant variation by
geographic location, category of provider, or age of child) necessary to support (1) child care
LINE GA RSNBQ AYLX SYSy il (tg and stffifig reqérmerisnd t G K> &l FSi
(2) higher quality care, as defined by the Lead Agency using a quality rating and improvement
system or other system of quality indicators, at each level of qu&ldystates without a QRIS
or for a state with a QRIS system that is currently limited to only certain provitiese states
may use other quality indicators (e.g. provider status related to accreditafiKstandards,

Head Start performance standardshootage quality standrds,or state defined quality
measures.)

The Lead Agency must make the report with these results widely available no later than 30 days
after completion of the report, including posting the results on the Lead Agency website. The
Lead Agency must describvethe detailed report how the Lead Agency took into consideration

the views and comments of the pubbc stakeholders

Describe how the Lead Agency made the results of the market rate survey preAgiiproved
alternative methodology report widely avable to the public (98.45(f)(1)) by responding to the
guestions below.

a. Date the report containing results was made widely avaifalle later than 30 days after
the completion of the reportClick or tap here to enter text.

b. Describe how the Lead Agencyde the detailed report containing results widely available
and provide the link where the report is posted.

c. Describe how the Lead Agency considered stakeholder views and comments in the detailed
report. Click or tap here to enter text.

4.3 Establish Adequate Payment Rates

The Lead Agency must set CCDF subsidy payment rates, in accordance with the results of th
current MRS oACF preapprowed alternative methodologyas identified in 4.2,1at a level to
ensure equal access for eligible families to child care services that are comparable with those
provided to families not receiving CCa¥sistancelLead Ageness must also consider the costs

of base and higher quality care at each level as part of its rate seftimglLead Agency must-re
evaluate its payment rates at least every 3 years.

4.3.1 Provide the base payment rates and percentiles (based on the most rede8addidentified in
4.2.]) for the following categories belowead Ageries are requiredo provide a summary of
data and factén their Plarto demonstrate how its payment rates ensure equal access. The
preamble to the final rule (81 FR, p. 67512), indicates that a benchmark for adequate payment
rates is the 79 percentile of the most recent MRS. Thé"ffercentile is the number separating
the lowest 75 percent of rates from the highest 25 percent. Setting rates at theéigentile
while not a requirementwould ensure that eligible children have access to three out of four
child care slots.

The 7% percentile benchmark applies to¢rbase ratesBase rates are the lowest, foundational
rates before any differentials are added (e.g., for higher quality or other purposes). Further,
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base rates must be sufficient to ensure that minimum health and safety and staffing
requirements are coared.

Percentiles are not required if the Lead Agency conducted an AGippreved alternative
methodology, but must be reported if the Lead Agency conducted a MRS. For states that
conduct an ACF prapproved alternative methodology, report the base pant ratesbased on

a fullime weekly rate

The ages and types of care listed below are meant to provide a snapshot of the categories on
which rates can be based and are not intended to be comprehensive of all categories that might
exist or to reflect theerms used by the Lead Agency for particular affeates are not

statewide, pease use the most populous geographic regutefifed as thearea serving highest
number of CCDF children) to report base payment rates helow

a. Fillin the table below baseah either the statewide rates othe most populous area of the
state (area serving highest number of children accessing CC®Rcilitatecompiling state
by state payment rategprovide the fulitime weekly base payment rates in the table below.
If weekly payment rates are ngiublishedthen the Lead Agency will need to calculate its

equivalent.

If the Lead Agency usec

(18 months)
Center care

Age of child in what, Base Fulitime | Ifthe Lead Agency :
. an alternative
type of licensed | payment | weekly | conducted an MRS
. . . methodology what
child care setting. rate base what is the .
: : : percent of the estimated
(All rates are full | (including| payment percentile of the .
. : 4 cost of care is the base
time) unit) rate base payment rate?
rate?
Infant
(6 months)
Center care
Toddler

Preschooler
(4 years)
Center care

Schoolage child (6
years)

Center care

(Based on fulbay,
full-year rates that
would be paid
during the summer.)

Infant
(6 months)

Family Child Care

Toddler
(18 months)
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Age of child in what
type of licensed
child care setting.
(All rates are full

time)

Base
payment
rate
(including
unit)

Fulktime
weekly
base
payment
rate

base payment rate?

If the Lead Agency
conducted an MRS
what is the
percentile of the

If the Lead Agency usec
an alternative
methodology what
percent of the estimated
cost of care is the base

rate?

Family Child Care

Preschooler
(4 years)

Family Child Care

Schoolage child (6
years)

Family Child Care

(Based on fulbay,
full-year rates that
would be paid
during the summer.)

b. If the Lead Agency does not publish weekly rates then how were these rates calculated (e.g.,
weredaily rates multiplied by 5 or monthly rates divided48)? Click or tap here to enter

text.

c. Describe hovthe Lead Agency defines and calculgiest-time and fulltime care
Fullday means child care is provided for five or more hours per day. Pameags child

care is provided fiver less hours per day.

d. Provide the date these current payment rates became effective (i.e., date of lasteupdat
based on most recent MRS as reported in}.2ayment rates were last modified in October
2017. The Lead Agency has requested and received approval to change the administrative regulation

pertaining to payment rate based on legislation passed in i#&lZeqular session. The new payment

rates will go into effect July 1, 2021.

e. If applicable,dentify the most populous area of the state (area serving highest number of
children accessinGCDF) used to complete the responses ab@fésrson County

f. Provide the citation, or link, if available, to the payment ratésck or tap here to enter text.
g. If the payment rates are not set by the Lead Agency for the entire state/territory, describe
how many jurisdictions set their own payment rates (98.18)))(

N/A

88| Page



4.3.2 Describe how and on what factors the Lead Agency differentiates payment rates. Check all that
apply.

'H  a. Geographic area. Describehe Lead Agency sets differential rates based on urb
and rural designation asset by the state and consideratibregional differences
reported in the Market Rate Study.

H  b. Type of provider. Describ@he Lead agency sets provider rates based on provid
type of License Child Care Center Type |, Licensed Child Care Homes Type |
Certified Child Care Homedvider.

'H . Age of child. Describ&he Lead Agency sets differential rates for the following a
groups.Infant - Child, who is less than one year dldddler- Child, who has
reached the first birthday up to, but not including, the third birthdRyeschool
child - Child, who has reached the third birthday up to, but not including, the si
birthday. Schootage child- Child, who has reached the sixth birthday.

‘H  d. Quality level. Describ&he Lead Agency sets differential rates for highefityua
centers in form of monthly quality incentive payments based on number of
children receiving CCDF payments

n e. Other. DescribeClick or tap here to enter text.

4.3.3 Lead Agencies can choose to establish tiered rates, differential rates, @meaa top of their
base rates as a way to increase payment rates for targeted needs (i.e., a higher rate for special
needs children as both an incentive for providers to serve children with special needs and as a
way to cover the higher costs to the providerprovide care for special needs children). Lead
Agencies may pay providers more than their private pay rates as an incentive or to cover costs
for higher quality car¢81 FR, p. 67514)

Has the Lead Agency chosen to implem@red reimbursement odifferential rate®

A No

H Yes|f yes, identify belovany tieredor differentialrates,andat a minimum, indicate the
process and basis used for determining the tiered rates, including if the rates were
based on the MRS or an ACF-ppproved alternéive methodology. Check and describe
all that apply.

A a. Tiered or differential rates are not implementedlick or tap here to enter text.

'H b. Differential rate for norraditional hours. Describeticensed or certified providers
may also receive an additional one (1) dollar per day to provide child care during nor
traditional hours.

'H c. Differential rate for children with special needs, as defined by the state/territo
Describe;Licensedcertified, or registered child care providers may receive an additic
one (1)dollar per day to serve a child with special needs

'H d. Differential rate for infants and toddlers. Note: Do not check if the Lead Agen
has a different base rate forfants/toddlers with no separate bonus or aabah.
Describe;Rates differ for infants and toddlers accordance with the Market Rate Sury
based on region. If a provider is enrolled in the Kentucky All STARS tiered quality rat
and improvement system atlavel 3 or higher and serves CG&igible children, the
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provider will be awarded a subsidy enrollment award. This award pays higher rates fi
providers serving infants and toddlers.

n e. Differential rate for schoshge programs. Note: Do not checkhé Lead Agency
has a different base rate for scheaye children with no separate bonus or add
on. DescribeClick or tap here to enter text.

'H f. Differential rate for higher quality, as defined by the state/territory. Describe:
Through the Kentucky All STARS tiered quality rating and improvement system, prov
serving CCAP children while operating at high quality (Lev&lse®eive a subsidy
enrollment award. The subsidy enrollment award awards pay higher awards for previ
serving infants and toddlers.

Citationn Kentucky All STARS gqualigsed graduated earlshildhood rating

system

'H g. Other differential rates or tiered rates. Describetensed or certified providers whe
are accredited by a national organization will receive an additional two (2) dollars per
above the maximum rate of pay

4.3.4 Establishment of adequate payment rates.

a.

Describe hovbasepayment rates are adequatnd enable providers to meet health, safety,
quality, and staffing requirements under CGRRd how they werestablishedbased on the

most recent MRS or ACFE papprovedalternative methodologynd the Narrow Cost

Analysisas reported in 4.2.&nd 4.2.5. In determining compliance with the Act for the equal
access provisions in the FY22@1 CCDF Plan, the OCC reviewed all the states with
payment rates below the 75thgucentile benchmark. Of those states, the half with the

lowest payment rates were considered roaompliant and placed on a corrective action plan
(CAP). These states all had rates below the 25th percentile for either some or all categories of
care. The 23t percentile is not to be viewed as a benchmark or a-@ng solution to

gauge equal accesst is also not to be viewed asfficient for compliance in future plan

cycles. OCC expects to continue to takdon against states with the lowest rates utiure

plan cycles in an effort to keep payment rates moving upward toward ensuring equal access.
Note: Per the preamble (81 FR67512), in instances wheen MRS or ACF piagproved
alternative methodology indicates that prices or costs have increased, Lead Agencies must
raise their rates as a resulitlick or tap here to enter text.

Describe the process used for setting ratiesluding how the Lead Agenfactors in the cost

of care including anyincreased costand provider feebecauseof COVIELY, and how such

costs may be modified after the pandemic subsides

Click or tap here to enter text.
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4.3.5

4.3.6

4.4

Describe how the Lead Agency took the cost of highertyyals determined i4.2.5 into

account, including how payment rates for highiprality care, as defined by the Lead Agency
using a QRIS or other system of quality indicators, relate to the estimated cost of care at each
level of quality. Note: For stategithout a QRIS, the states may use other quality indicators (e.g.
provider status related to accreditation, PreK standards, Head Start performance standards, or
state-defined quality measures]he Market Rate Study indicates the Kentucky ALL STARSmrogra
Type | providers at the highest levels charge higher prices feirhdl care statewide. The highest prices

for Type 1l and Certified homes vary by age group. Overall, the cost of care is highest in the Central region
for Level 45 programs. Determinely provider type, region, daily rates, and the current quality rating
standards and trend analysis of the prior 4 Star Quality Rating System were all considered in setting
monetary incentives for reaching and maintain quality at each of thiergd rating levelsThe Lead

Agency recognizes the cost of delivering higher quality through the integration of monetary incentives for
programs operating at high quality while serving CCAP Children. Through the Kentucky All STARS tiered
quality rating andmprovement system, providers serving CCAP children while operating at high quality
(Levels &) receive additional monetary incentives. This incentive is paid annually upon verification of
quality standards and is calculated based on an average numi&EAP children served per month.
Licensed or certified providers who are accredited by a national organization will receive an additional
two (2) dollars per day above the maximum rate of pay. Citation: All STARS Monetary Incentives

Identify and describe any additional facts that the Lead Agency considered in determining its
payment rates ensure equal access. If applicable, provide a description of how any additional
health and safety costs, because of the CGMIPandemic are incluatl in rate setting.

Current rates ardased on the 2017 MRS. The 20Mdrket rate survey was made available in March

2018 and was used to determine new reimbursement rates which will be filed through emergency
regulation in December 2018.

Implement Gaerally Accepted Payment Practices and Ensure Timeliness of
Payments

Lead Agencies are required to demonstrate that they have established payment practices
applicable to all CCDF child care providers that include ensuring the timeliness of payments by
either (1) paying prospectively prior to the delivery of services or (2) paying within no more than
21 calendar days of the receipt of a complete invoice for services. To the extent practicable, the
Lead Agency must also support the fixed costs of providiilgy caire services by delinking

LINE GARSNI LI 8YSyida FTNRY I OKAtRQa 200 arzylf
enrollment rather than attendance, (2) providing full payment if a child attends at least 85
percent of the authorized time, (3) providifigll payment if a child is absent for 5 or fewer days

in a month, or (4) using an alternative approach for which the Lead Agency provides a
justification in its Plan (658E(c)(2)(S)(ii); 98.45(1)(2)).

Lead Agencies are required to use CCDF payment pratttadaflect generally accepted

payment practices of child care providers who serve children who do not receivefQ@i#
assistance. Unless a Lead Agency is able to demonstrate that the following policies are not
generally accepted in its particularse, territory, or service area or among particular

categories or types of providers, Lead Agencies must (1) pay providers based on established
part-time or fultime rates rather than paying for hours of service or smaller increments of time

and (2) paydr reasonable, mandatory registration fees that the provider charges to private

paying parents (658E(c)(2)(S); 98.45(1)(3)). Responses may also identify any additional health and
safety fees providers are charging as a result of CQ¥ID
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In addition, thee are certain other generally accepted payment practices that are required.

Lead Agencies are required to ensure that child care providers receive payment for any services

in accordance with a payment agreement or an authorization for services, ensurehilthcare
LINE A RSNE NBOSAGS LINRPYLII y2GA0S 2F OKlFy3Sa (2
payment, and establish timely appeal and resolution processes for any payment inaccuracies

and disputes (98.45(1)(4) through (6); 658E(c)(2)(D8ix5(1)(4); 98.45(1)(5); 98.45(1)(6)).

4.4.1 Certify by identifying and describing the payment practices below that the Lead Agency has
implemented for all CCDF child care providers.

a. Ensure the timeliness of payments by either (Lead Agency to implement ableasf the
following):

i i. Payingorospectively prior to the delivery of services. Describe the policy or procedure.
N/A
'H ii. Paying within no more than 21 calendar days of the receipt of a complete invoice for
services. Describe the policymocedure.The Lead Agency policy is to issue payment
within ten (10) days of receipt of completed invoice for prior month services.
b. To the extent practicable, support the fixed costs of providing child care services by delinking
provider payments frohn  OKAf RQa 200l aAz2ylf FroaSyO0OSa oeyY ¢
at least one of the following:

R Ad tlFeAy3d o6FlaSR 2y I OKAfRQa SyNRffYSyd NI
procedure .N/A
'H ii. Providing full payment if ahild attends at least 85 percent of the authorized time.

Describe the policy or proceduregcensed and certified providers may receive payment for

up to five absences per month. Payments for more than five excused absences per child per
month may be apmved if the absence meets the following criteria for an extraordinary absence.
An extraordinary absence is defined as: a) a death in the family; b) illness of the child or
applicant; or c) a disaster verified by utility, local, state or federal government.

N iii. Providing full payment if a child is absent for five or fewer days in a month. Describe
the policy or procedure/A
i iv.Use an alternative approach for which the Lead Agency provides a justification in its

Plan. If chosen, please d@NA 6 S (1 KS L}R2f AO0O& 2NJ LINPOSRdAzZNBE |y
justification for this approachy/A
c. ¢KS [SIR !'3SyodeQa LIeyYSyid LINIOGAOSa NBTf SO0 =
care providers who serve children who do not receive CCDF sub3idése payment
practices must include the following two practices unless the Lead Agency provides evidence
that such practices are not generally accepted in its state (658E(c)(2)(S); 98.45(1)(3)).

i. Paying on a pattime or fulltime basis (rather than payirfgr hours of service or smaller
increments of time). Describe the policy or procedure and include a definition of the time
increments (e.g., part time, fullme). Payment rates are based on a full day, which is defined
as care five or more hours per day, part day defined as less than five hours of care per day.

ii. Paying for reasonable mandatory registration fees that the provider charges to private
paying parents. Describe the policy or procedieoliment fees are paid to Licensed Type |
and Typdl and Certified Family Chitcare Homes who charge enrollment fees to the public for
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recipients receiving Kentucky Transitional Assistance PrografAP or having a referral under

child protection and prevention.
The Lead Agency ensures tipabviders are paid in accordance with a written payment
agreement or an authorization for services that includes, at a minimum, information
regarding provider payment policies, including rates, schedules, any fees charged to
providers including fees relad to COVID 1%nd the disputeesolution process.
Describe: Family and provider both sign a service agreement for child care services detailing the
daily payment rate, copay payment amount, and child schedule. It also includes appeal process.
Thel SFR 1 3Sy0e LINRPZARSE LINRBYLII y2GA0S (2 LINEJA
eligibility status that could impact payments, and such a notice is sent no later than the day
that the Lead Agency becomes aware that such a change will @escribe:Changes that
reduce benefits, such as removing a child from the assistance case or income change resulting in an
increase or decrease in quay and/or provider subsidy rate, require ten days advanced notice prior to
case action being processed.
TheLead Agency has a timely appeal and resolution process for payment inaccuracies and
disputes. Describein administrative hearing is a formal process by which an applicant, recipient, or
provider may appeal an action or inaction taken by the agency witlsiwtney do not agree. A client
or provider must appeal a claim within 30 days of the date the claim was established.

Other. Describen/A
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4.4.2 Do payment practices vary across regions, counties, and/or geographic areas?

‘H No, the practices do not vagcross areas.
n  Yes, the practices vary across ard@esscribe Click or tap here to enter text.

443 5S3A0ONRO6S K2g [ SR ! 3Sy OA Ssultsectidat ¥uppdriiequalNI OiG A OS &
access to &ull range of providersThe Lead Agency considers yider fees based on results of Market
Rate survey and take into consideration regional differences; type of care provided; and rates of programs
that do and do not accept CCDF funding. There is a range of child care provider types supporting parental
choie such ad.icensed Type |, Licensed Type I, Certified and Family Friend and Neighbor. There are
various payment options such as-bine billing and paper billing. Providers can sub@@AP billing the
first day of the month. 90 % of providers who subnmayment through the online billing portal are issued
payment within the 1st two weeks of the month. Payments are issued monthly and daily. Providers also
have access to receive th&liCDF payments via direct deposit, whereas payments are issued within the
first 4 days of the month.

4.5 Establish Affordable Geayments

Family cgpayments areaddressed in Section 3 relatedrmnimum 12-month eligibility and the

graduated phas@ut provision and also in this subsection, because theyarenportant

elementfor determiningequal accesdf a Lead Agency allows providers to charge amounts

more than the required family epayments, the Lead Agenaoyust provide a rationale for this

practice, including how charging such additional amounts will not negatively iimf I FIF YA f &Q
ability to receive care they might otherwise receiiel { Ay 3 Ay (i2 O2y&ARSNI A2y
LI @YSyd FyR GKS LINPGARSNRA LI e&YSyid NIXidSo

4.5.1 How will the Lead Agency ensure that the family contributiopdeyment, based on a sliding
fee scale, iaffordable and is not a barrier to families receiving C&#¥ceq98.16 (k))? Check
all that apply.

'H a. Limit the maximum cgpayment per familyDescribeThe maximum caay is based upor
family size and income limits.

‘H  b. Limit the combined amouraf co-payment for all children to a percentagefamily

income. List the percentage of the-payment limit andiescribe.
The maximum cgay is based upon family size and income limits.

'H  c. Minimize the abrupt termination of assistance before a family can afford the full
cost ofcareé & TIKF S F T Sigpartofithe graduatedphaseout of assistance
discussedn 3.2.5. DescribeAtinitial application, families mustot exceed 160%fdhe
federal poverty limit. Upon renewal, the family musit exceed 20%. Families can retain
eligibility, as long as they do not exceed 85% of the state median income.

'H d. Other.Describe: Sliding scale fees are determined based on resulidarket Rate Survey,
considering regional differences; differences based on age of children served; and, incon
family.

4.5.2 Does the Lead Agency choose the option to allow providers to charge families additional
amounts above the required gpaymentinh y a i I yO0Sa 6KSNBE (GKS LINRJARSN
subsidy payment (98.45(b)(5))?
A No
‘H Yeslfyes:
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additional amounts above the required-payment, including a demonstration of how the

policy promotes affordability and access for familigsz provider understandsnd agrees

that the cabinet shall reimburse the lesser amount of: (a) the customary and usual rate that is

charged to the public, less the family-pay, or (b) the state maximum payment rate, less the

family cepay. Providers may NOT charge families i@ngiCCAP benefits more than the rate

charged to parents whose children do not receive CCAP benefits. The Lead Agency allows providers

to charge an overage in order to increase the number of providers who participate in the CCAP

program. This increases &ss and availability for families seeking subsidized child care

Provide data (including data on the size and frequency of such amounts) on the extent to

which CCDF providers charge additional amounts to families.
N/A
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5SaO0ONROS (KS IysB bf ke intadstiorobet@een theyatlditional amounts
charged to families with the required family-payment and the ability of current subsidy
payment rates to provide access to care without additional fees.

The Lead Agency uses current MRS dataentify the gaps between the privatgay rates and the
subsidy rates. We have identified the need to increase rates in some areas. The fiscal impact
analysis has been conducted and the state will be making regulatory changes to address these
concerns.
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5 Establish Standards and Monitoring Processes to Ensure the Health and Safety
of Child Care Settings

Lead Agencies are required to certify that there are in effect licensing requirements applicable

to all child care servicen the state/territory, which suports the health and safety of all

children in child care. States and territories may allow licensing exemptions. Lead Agencies must
describe how such licensing exemptions do not endanger the health, safety, and development

of CCDF children in licensgenpt care (98.16 (u)).

Lead Agencies also must certify that there are in effect health and safety standards and training
requirements applicable tproviders serving CCDF children whether they are licensed or

license exempt These health and safety requirements must be appropriate to the provider
setting and age of the children served, must include specific topics and training on those topics,
and are subject to monitoring and enforcement procedures.

The organization of thisection begins with a description of the licensing system for all child

care providersn a state or territory and then moves to focus specifically on CCDF providers who
may be licensed, or those exempt from licensing. The next section addressestaffiitdtios,

group size limits, and required qualifications for caregivers, teachers, and directors (98.16(m))
serving CCDF children. The section then covers the health and safety requirements; standards,
training, and monitoring and enforcement procedutesnsure that CCDF child care providers
comply with licensing and health and safety requirements (98.16(n)). Finally, Lead Agencies are
asked to describe any exemptions for relative providers (98.16(1)). In some cases, CCDF health
and safety requirementsay be integrated within the licensing system for licensed providers

and may be separate for CCDF providers who are lieexesmpt. In either case, Lead Agencies

are expected to identify and describe health and safety requirements for all providers neceivi
CCDF.

Note: When responding to questions in this section, the OCC recognizes that each
state/territory identifies and defines its own categories of care. The OCC does not expect
states/territories to change their definitions to fit the CC@dfined catgories of care. For these
guestions, provide responses that closely match the CCDF categories of care.

Criminal background check requirements are included in this section (98.16(0)). It is important
to note that these requirements apply to all child cataff members who are licensed,

regulated, or registered under state/territory law and all other providers eligible to deliver CCDF
services.

Note: When asked for citations, responses can include state statute, regulations, administrative
rules, policy ranuals or policy issuances. See the Introduction on gdgemore detail.
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5.1 Licensing Requirements

Each state/territory must certify it has in effect licensing requirements applicable to all child
care services provided within the state/territory (natstricted to providers receiving CCDF

funds) and provide a detailed description of these requirements and how the requirements are
effectively enforced (658E(c)(2)(F)). If any types of providers are exempt from licensing
requirements, the state/territorymust describe those exemptions and describe how these
exemptions do not endanger the health, safety, or development of children. The descriptions
must also include any exemptions based on provider category, type, or setting; length of day;
and providers nbsubject to licensing because the number of children served falls below a Lead
Agencydefined threshold and any other exemption to licensing requirements (658E(c)(2)(F);
98.16(u); 98.40(a)(2)(iv)).

5.1.1 To certify, describe the licensing requirements appliedblchild care services provided within
the state/territory by identifying the providers in your state/territory that are subject to
licensing using the CCDF categories listed below. Check, identify, and describe all that apply, and
provide a citation tahe licensing rule.

'H a.Centerbasedchild care.

i. Identify the providers subpt to licensingticensed Type | child care centers provide
care for 4 or more children in a na@esidential setting or 13 or more children in a
designated space separat®in the primary residence of the licensee. Exemptions
from licensing requirements are outlined in 922 KAR 2:090

ii. Describe the licensing requirementskS 199.896License Requirement (Add link)

iii. Provide the citationKRS 199.896License Requirements
922 KAR:P20¢ Child Care Assistance Program (CCAP) Improper Payments, Claims
and Penalties
922 KAR 2:096Child Care Center Licensure
922 KAR 2:126Child Care Facility Health aBdfety Standards
922 KAR 2:12@Child Care Facility Health and Safety Standards*

922 KAR 2:166Child Care Assistance Prograf? KAR 2:19 Civil Penalties

922 KAR 2:1760Kentucky All STARS Quabpsed Graduated Early Childhood Rating
System for Licensed Child Care Centers and Certified Family Child Care Homes
922 KAR 2:28@Background Checks for Child Care Staff Members, Reporting
Requirements and Appeal#dd Links)

'H b. Familychild care. Describe and provide tbiation:

i. Identify the providers subject tiicensing:A Type Il child care provider delivers care in
the residence of the licensee in which child care is regularly provided for seven (7), but
no more than twelve (12), children including children related to the licensee.
Exemptions from licensing@quirements are outlined in 922 KAR 2:090 Section 3.
I / SNIAFASR ClFLYAfe& /KAfR /I NS5 LINRPOARSNI aKlk
home if the provider is caring for four (4) to six (6) children unrelated to the provider.
A family childcare pravider caring for three (3) or fewer children may apply for
OSNIAFTAOFGAZ2Y 2F (GKS LINRPOARSNNa K2YS |4 (K
ii. Describe the licensing requirementskS 199.896License Requirement (Add link)
ii. Provide the citationType Il childcare providers are regulated by the following:
KRS 199.896License Requirements
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https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=50015
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/020.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/090.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/120.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/120reg.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/160.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/190.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/270.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/280.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=50015

922 KAR 2:02Q Child Care Assistance Program (CCAP) improper payments, claims
and penalties

922 KAR 2:0960 Child Care Center Licensure

922 KAR 2:12QChild Care Facility Health and Safety Standards

922 KAR 2:12QChild Care Facility Health and Safety Standards*

922 KAR 2:16QChild Care Assistance Program

922 KAR 2:18QRequirements for Registered Child Care Providers in the Child Care
Assistance ®gram

922 KAR 2:196 Civil Penalties

922 KAR 2:27QKentucky All STARS Quabpsed Graduated Early Childhood Rating
System for Licensed Child Care Centers andfi@drEamily Child Care Homes

922 KAR 2:28@QBackground Checks for Child Care Staff Members, Reporting
Requirements and Appeals

Certified providers are regulated by the following:

KRS 199.896License Requirements

922 KAR:020¢ Child Care Assistance Program (CCAP) improper payments, claims
and penalties

922 KAR 2:108 Certification of Family Child Care Homes

922 KAR 2:120Child Care Facility Health anaf&y Standards

922 KAR 2:12@Child Care Facility Health and Safety Standards*

922 KAR 2:266 Child Care Service Appeals

922 KAR 2:2760Kentucky All STARS Quabgsed Graduated Early Childhood Rating
System for Licensed Child Care Centers and Certified Family Child Care32@mes
KAR 2:28@ Background Checks for Child Care Staff Members, Reporting
Requirements and Appealddd Links)

HecIinkK2YS OFINB 60INB Ay G(GKS OKAftRQa 26y0 O6ATF I LI

i. Identify the providers subject to licensing registered child care provider is not
subject to licensure or certification by the state or federal government but must meet
all requirements of the Child Care Assistance Program (CCAP) as outlined in 922 KAR
2:180. Registered providers must meet the miom health, safety and training
requirements and not live within the same household as the childDuring hours of
operation, a registered child care provider shall not care for more tHdmee (3)
children receiving CCAP per day; Six (6) childreriviage CCAP per day, if those
children are: A part of a sibling group; and Related to the provider; or A total of (8)
children inclusive of the providers own children.

i. Describe the licensing requirement£itation: 922 KAR 2:1&0Requirements for

Registered Child Care Providers in the Child Care Assistance Program.

ii. Provide the citation922 KAR 2:02€ Child Care Assistance Program (CCAP) improper
payments, claims and penalties
922 KAR 2:126 Child Care Facility Health and Safety Standards
922 KAR 2:126 Child Care Facility Health and Safety Standards*
922 KAR 2:16€Child Care Assistance Program
922 KAR 2:18QRequirements for Rgstered Child Care Providers in the Child Care
Assistance Program
922 KAR 2:28@Background Checks for Child Care Staff Members, Reporting
Requirements and Appeals
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https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/020.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/090.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/120.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/120reg.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/160.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/180.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/190.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/270.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/280.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=50015
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/020.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/020.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/120.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/120reg.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/260.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/270.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/TITLE922.HTM
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/TITLE922.HTM
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/180.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/020.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/120.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/120reg.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/160.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/180.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/922/002/280.pdf

5.1.2

Identify the CCD¥eligibleproviders who are exempt from licensing requirements. Describe
exemptions based on length of dakireshold on the number of children in care, ages of
children in careor any other factors applicable to the exemption. Describe how such
exemptions do not endanger the health, safety, and development of children (658E (c)(2)(F);
98.40(a)(2)). Do not ihede exempt relative care providers, this information will be collected in
Section 5.6.

a.Licenseexempt centerbasedchild care Describe and provide the citatidsy answering the
questions below.

Identify the CCD¥eligiblecenterbased child care pradérs who are exempt from
licensing requirementsDescribe the exemptions based on length of day, threshold
on the number of children in care, ages of children in care, or any other factors
applicable to theexemption: Kentucky Administrative Regulatid®?2 KAR 2:090,
provides limited exemptions from child care licensing. Programs who are exempt
from child care licensing and regulations are typically regulated by another agency,
such as the Kentucky Department of Education. These exemptions do notganda
the health, safety and welfare of the children, because in the majority of cases, the
programs require background checks and have infectious disease requirements for
participation. In Kentucky, per statutorily established exemption in KRS 199:896,
programs that operate for less than 20 hours per week, in which children attend less
than 10 hours, shall be exempt from child care licensing requirements.

922 KAR 2:090, Section 3, outlines the exempt child care settings:

The following chiletare setthgs shall be exempt from licensure requirements of this
administrative regulation, 922 KAR 2:120, and 922 KAR 2:280:

(1) Summer camps permitted by the cabinet as youth camps that serve sat@ol
children; (2) Kindergarten through grade 12 in private salsovhile school is in

session;

(3) All programs and preschools regulated by the Kentucky Department of Education
governed by KRS Chapter 157

(4) Summer programs operated by a religious organization that a child attends no
longer than two weeks;

(5) CHd care provided while parents are on the premises, other than the
employment and education site of parents;

(6) Child care programs operated by the armed services located on an armed forces
base;

(7) Child care provided y educational programs thauitkelparental involvement

with the care of the child and the development of parenting skills;

(8) Facilities operated by a religious organization while religious services are being
conducted;

(9) A program providing instructional and educational progrémas

(a) Operates for a maximum of twenty (20) hours per week; and

(b) A child attends for no more than 10 (10) hours per week;

(10) A chilecare center that meets requirements of KRS 199.896(19) or (20); and
(11) An afterschool program, which is:

(a) A continuation of the school day during the academic year,;

(b) Operated and staffed by an accredited private or public school under the purview
of the Kentucky Department of Education; and
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(c) Not participating in the Child Care Assistance Progmaaccordance with 922 KAR
2:160

ii. Provide the citation to this policyCitation:922 KAR 2:09Childcare center
licensure
Citation:KRS 199.8%icense requirementAdd links)

iii. Describe how the exemptiorfer theseCCD#eligible providerslo not endanger the
health, safetyand development of childreidBS ensures exemptions do not
endanger the health, safety and welfare of children.

b. Licenseexempt amilychild care. Describe argtovide thecitation by answering the
questions below.

i. ldentify the CCD¥eligiblefamily child care providers who are exempt from licensing
requirements. Describe the exemptions based on length of day, threshold on the
number of children in care, ages of children in care, or any other factors applicable to
the exemption: A registerecchild care provider is not subject to licensure or
certification by the state or federal government but must meet all requirements of
the Child Care Assistance Program (CCAP) as outlined in 922 KAR 2:180. Registered
providers must meet the minimum healtkafety and training requirements and not
live within the same household as the child.

ii. Provide the citation to this policyCitation: 922 KAR 2:020Child Care Assistance
Program(CCAP) improper payments, claims and penalties.
Citation: 922 KAR 2:1&0Child Care Assistance Program.
Citation: 922 KAR 2:1&0Requirements for Registered Child Care Providers in the
Child Care Assistance Program.
Citation: 922 KAR 2:2&0Background checks for child care staff mams) reporting
requirements, and appeals.

iii. Describe how the exemptiorfer these CCD#eligible providerslo not endanger the
health, safetyand development of childrerRegistered providers must meet all
requirements of the Child Care Assistance Progr&p2 KAR 2:180

c. InK2YS OFNB 00l NB Alya doir8ativeK BebcRH@ and gravide thie2 Y S
citation by answering the questions below.

i. Identify theCCD#ligiblein-homechildOF NBE 6 OF NB Ay bKaSiorOKAf RQA
relative) providers who are exempt from licensing requiremeni3escribe the
exemptions based on length of day, threshold on the number of children in care,
ages of children in care, or any other factors applicable tcettemption A
registered child care providés not subject to licensure or certification by the state
or federal government but must meet all requirements of the Child Care Assistance
Program (CCAP) as outlined in 922 KAR 2:180.

Registered providers must meet the minimum health, safety and trginin
requirements and not live within the same household as the child.

During hours of operation, a registered child care provider shall not care for more
than:

Three (3) children receiving CCAP per day;

Six (6) children receiving CCAP per day, ifdlobéldren are:
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