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Maternal Mortality

 Prevention of maternal morbidity and mortality 
was the defining goal of modern obstetrical 
care

 As maternal outcomes improved, we have 
shifted focus to neonatal outcomes
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Why focus on maternal mortality?

Tip of the iceberg

Every death denotes many cases of 
non-fatal morbidity

Why is formal review critical?

We can’t manage what we don’t 
measure

Worsening mortality trend is reversible
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Maternal Mortality Review 
Committee

Authorized by KY legislature in 2018

Thank you for helping to improve the 
health of women and babies in 
Kentucky
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Improving Outcomes

As physicians and other healthcare 
providers, we can:
 Identify the problems

Recommend evidence-based solutions
Many actions can be undertaken by non-

governmental stakeholders

Some solutions require government action


