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Current Status 
of WIC in KY

WIC participation increased by 18% from January 2020 to 
March 2022.
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Timeline 



Notification to 
the Public: 

Abating the 
Threat 

• LHDs began pushing 
information out to the 
public regarding the 
recall.

• LHD environmental staff 
perform inspections and 
assure that recalled 
formula is taken off the 
shelves of retail food 
establishments.

• LHDs work with 
community partners that 
may house formula such 
as food banks, pregnancy 
crisis centers, etc.



LHDs 
Navigating for 

WIC 
Participants

• Contact LHD to change 
recall formula package

• 24 hour/7days a week 
emergency service 
number availability

• Increase in WIC calls due 
to formula recall

• Affecting our most 
vulnerable population

• Adjustment of clinic 
schedules

• Flexibility of package 
changes



LHDs Assisting Families in Locating Formula

• Waivers have allowed non-contract formulas and various sizes through August 31st. 
• Making numerous food package changes, sometimes while parent is in the store.
• Adjusting back as more Similac formula reaches shelves. 
• WIC Shopper App has been helpful in updating clients on their options.
• Creating Systems to locate available formula



Homemade 
Formula: The 

Second Threat

• Do not feed your 
baby cow’s milk or 
other non-dairy 
milks until 1 year 
old, unless you’ve 
talked to your child’s 
pediatrician.

• Don’t make 
homemade infant 
formula or water 
down formula; there 
are serious health 
and safety concerns.

• Do not buy formula 
online that comes 
from outside the 
U.S., which could 
be counterfeit, have 
a fake label or a 
wrong use-by date.

• Do not buy formula 
online from 
unfamiliar sources, 
which could be fake 
or dangerous.  

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA1MTQuNTc5MTc4OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5oZWFsdGh5Y2hpbGRyZW4ub3JnL0VuZ2xpc2gvYWdlcy1zdGFnZXMvYmFieS9mb3JtdWxhLWZlZWRpbmcvUGFnZXMvV2h5LUZvcm11bGEtSW5zdGVhZC1vZi1Db3dzLU1pbGsuYXNweCJ9.KUsqKl5vnGk02_70vLTU6z7CZAuW2X5UMTChStbpEpE/s/48883236/br/131343549573-l__;!!Db6frn15oIvDD3UI!nQqFxD2PEV28iCZ_8Vjr7olq06jzthWpLJj8FSgHOKwFdHpLP5rzxoaTgymgiFqtdzgjAWzP8C60XDoFb29aG1HFqPh4kQAXVQ$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA1MTQuNTc5MTc4OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mZGEuZ292L2Zvb2QvYWxlcnRzLWFkdmlzb3JpZXMtc2FmZXR5LWluZm9ybWF0aW9uL2ZkYS1hZHZpc2VzLXBhcmVudHMtYW5kLWNhcmVnaXZlcnMtbm90LW1ha2Utb3ItZmVlZC1ob21lbWFkZS1pbmZhbnQtZm9ybXVsYS1pbmZhbnRzIn0.aqxGg7UekD-RaY7ijXymm4VvltpcUkjx-iVVJ9VWLb8/s/48883236/br/131343549573-l__;!!Db6frn15oIvDD3UI!nQqFxD2PEV28iCZ_8Vjr7olq06jzthWpLJj8FSgHOKwFdHpLP5rzxoaTgymgiFqtdzgjAWzP8C60XDoFb29aG1HFqPgcxjmJqQ$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA1MTQuNTc5MTc4OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mZGEuZ292L2Zvb2QvcGVvcGxlLXJpc2stZm9vZGJvcm5lLWlsbG5lc3MvcXVlc3Rpb25zLWFuc3dlcnMtY29uc3VtZXJzLWNvbmNlcm5pbmctaW5mYW50LWZvcm11bGEjMTAifQ.TZfE1mHALvLTDEPis11RCHIOwnPg7iPR5JprBgWe64I/s/48883236/br/131343549573-l__;!!Db6frn15oIvDD3UI!nQqFxD2PEV28iCZ_8Vjr7olq06jzthWpLJj8FSgHOKwFdHpLP5rzxoaTgymgiFqtdzgjAWzP8C60XDoFb29aG1HFqPjECM9ETw$


Next Steps
Questions

• Continue to monitor 
formula availability

• Continue waivers as long as 
permitted

• Educate clients as we 
transition back to contract 
formula

• Continue to educate clients 
and the public to reduce 
risks to infants’ health!


