
Caregiver Consideration

An estimated 13,000 incarcerated Kentuckians are

parents, and the consequences of separating

families often affect their children’s health,

education, and employment opportunities. The

devastating consequences of separation often

negatively impact the quality-of-life outcomes for

entire households for generations. Additionally,

many children are placed in Kentucky’s foster care

system, which exacerbates the negative effects of

parental incarceration and further depletes public

resources.

The
Issue

Kentucky should enact diversion and mitigation

legislation, allowing for non-criminal offramps and

requiring courts to consider non-carceral solutions

based on a defendant’s status as a primary

caretaker of a child before sentencing. The

substantiated status of primary caregiver would

allow courts to demand accountability for non-

violent and less-serious crimes by sentencing a

parent to participate in alternative programming

where they may remain at home while serving

their time. Programming should emphasize family

preservation and prevent involvement with the

foster care system. Robust diversion and

mitigation laws are a proven and sound

alternative to incarceration which keep families

together, reduce state spending while saving

taxpayer dollars, and improve health, education,

and the quality of life for Kentucky families.
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