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• The Value of Kentucky’s Public Defense System

• Update on Agency Personnel and Challenges

• Balanced Justice: Defender Reform Plan of 2026

• Other Challenges and Expected Legislation



Public Advocacy is a 
Public Service

• Constitutional Obligation

• Protect and improve integrity in the justice system

• Advance the law through litigation

• Develop expertise and wealth of experience

• Provide a valuable perspective in criminal policy 
discussions

• Constituent services







Amy Hannah

Manager

Louisville DPA Trial Branch



ALTERNATIVE SENTENCING 
WORKER PROGRAM



Personnel Challenge:  
Attorney Turnover



DPA Attorney and Non-Attorney Turnover Rate
2024 & 2025 (Annualized)







Out-of-State 
Recruiting 



Balanced Justice:
Defender Reform Plan of 2026







Other Challenges and 
Expected Legislation



Criminal 
Law 
Legislation

• DPA is ready and willing to 
collaborate on criminal justice 
policy.

• Strengthening Public Defense is 
criminal justice reform without 
changing the law.  

When cases are properly 
defended, the law works as you 
intend it to work.



It is the intent of the Supreme Court that videoconferencing technology be 

available for use in the circuit courts of Wisconsin to the greatest extent 

possible consistent with the limitations of the technology, the rights of litigants 

and other participants in matters before the courts, and the need to preserve 

the fairness, dignity, solemnity, and decorum of court proceedings. 



ATTORNEYS ARE 
INVASIVELY SEARCHED 

OR REQUIRED 
TO SUBMIT TO A 

FULL BODY SCAN,

JUST TO DO THEIR JOBS



Making a Difference 

in an Often-Thankless Job






