
EXPUNGING DISMISSED 

EVICTION RECORDS 



WHY THIS BILL
MATTERS

• HB 534

⚬ Automatic sealing of dismissed Eviction filings

⚬ Protects children from public disclosure

• Supports Affordable Housing

• Maintains Property Rights- no change to the eviction, 

Collection, or damage claims.  

• Enhances access in rental markets by ensuring accurate 

records



REASONS 
PEOPLE FACE 
EVICTION

• A senior who is evicted because their 

landlord terminated the lease, and they 

couldn't move out in time. 

• Single parent who gets behind on rent 

because of a car repair

• Lease violation 

• 60% of homerenters can resolve their 

eviction and get the case dismissed.  



EVICTION ≠ DEBT COLLECTION
EVICTION = POSSESSION OF PROPERTY

Process

• The contract is violated or ended

• The landlord provides notice

• Landlord files a forcible detainer complaint

• Court Hearing

• Judgment is rendered:  Dismissed, or a judgment is found against the renter.  

Cases are dismissed when the Landlord recoups paid debts or acquires possession 

of the property.  

A property owner recoups other losses by sending debts to collections, taking cases 

to small claims court, and keeping security deposts



WHAT DOES THIS MEAN 
FOR THE CLERKS?

• If someone’s forcible entry/detainer case is dismissed, 

the court must expunge the record within 7 days of the 

dismissal.

• If an unemancipated minor is listed in a forcible 

entry/detainer case, the court must expunge the 

record immediately.

• This policy is not retroactive

• 110 counties would have to expunge fewer than 16 

eviction records per month

Counties with more than 16 

dismissals per month:

• Campbell

• Franklin

• Scott

• Madison

• Hardin

• Boone

• Kenton 

• Warren 

• Fayette

• Jefferson
According to AOC data from 2022 -

2024



LANDLORD
RIGHTS REMAIN
INTACT

• Screen tenants based 

on legal criteria like 

proof of income,  credit 

scores, and eviction 

judgments

• File eviction cases

• Collect unpaid rent

• Seeking charges for 

property damage

• Pursue other legal 

claims 



EXPUNGEMENT WILL PROMOTE 
STABILITY & SUCCESS 
• Kentucky lacks 210,000 housing units, worsening access to stable

housing.

• Households with children are 2x more likely to face eviction than other

households, increasing family vulnerability.

• No-fault evictions stay on records, even if dismissed, blocking future

housing.

• Eviction history leads to housing denial, instability, and unsafe

conditions.

https://www.pnas.org/doi/10.1073/pnas.2305860120


A ONE-STEP, FAIR 
SOLUTION AMID A 
HOUSING SHORTAGE

• Ensures landlords receive accurate, 

current information

• Removes barriers for tenants with 

dismissed cases

• Complements broader efforts to 

increase housing supply and 

affordability.  



THANK YOU


